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With the present number of our 
journal, we commence another year 
of toil for the advancement of the 
cause of African Colonization. Our 
feelings are most grateful, that, ^^by 
the good hand of oui God upon us,^' 
8o much has already been effected, 
and especially during the year which 
has just closed. We also sorrow 
greatly, however, that ffo much has 
been left undone and remains yet to 
be accomplished) before the grand 
end at which we aim shall have been 
attained. We desire, therefore, in the 
beginning of this year, to devote 
ourselves with fresh ardot to our 
great iKrork of benevolence^ whilst 
we would excite to untiring and in- 
creasing zeal, those of our friends 
who have been co?laborers with us, 
and call forth, if possible, the ener- 
giet of others who may hitherto 
have lent us no aid. 

Having these ends in view, we shall 
ask our readers to consider with us the 
present condition of the colored race; 
1 



the admirable adaptedness of the 
colonization scheme to meet that 
condition, remedy its evils, and large- 
ly bless th(p whole race, and, therefore, 
the peculiar claims upon us which it 
presents. 

We shall not promise, in this ar- 
ticle, any thing very new, or, indeed, 
very striking, to minds whi'ch are fa- 
miliar with reflections upon the aims 
and operations of the Colonization 
Society, and upon the wants and 
woes of that portion of mankind 
whose benefit it seeks. Such is not 
our design, but merely to present f^ 
review of old truths which may tend 
** to stir (us all) up by putting (us) 
in remembrance." 

Let us, then, turn our thoughts for 
a while to the condition of the co- 
lored race. It will be remembered, 
that the whole of this race is African 
in its origin, and id generally believed 
to have descended from Ham, one of 
the three sons Of Noah, to whom 
every n^tioB tiow peopling the eartli 
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owes its descent. In the earlier ages 
of the world, the children of Ham 
claimed eqaality/ if not superiority, 
to those of Shem and Japhet. In- 
deed learning and the arts' were cra- 
dled in Egypt, in pari of Ham*s in- 
heritance, and thence went ahroad 
through the earth. And military glo- 
ry shone hrightly on Carthage, long 
the African rival of Rome. And, far 
hetter, Christianity's milder light, 
beaming on Africa's shores, blessed 
and exalted her inhabitants, and 
some of them are still renowned in 
history as fathers in the Christian 
church. Ethiopia once was a favor- 
ed land. It has not always been a 
region of darkness ; nor have her 
children always been the poor and 
oppressed. But, alas for her, ages 
since, her light was extinguished; and 
now her people sit in 'Hhe shadow 
of death,*' and her land is more afflict- 
ed than any other under heaven. 
For centuries her coasts have 
echoed with the clangor of chains 
and the wailings of the oppressed. 
The winds on every sea have borne 
the groans of her eJLiled sons ; the 
ocean has tossed and engulphed them, 
or scattered them through distant 
lands to wear but their wretched lives 
in slavery. 

And now, under this horrid process, 
where is the race, and what its condi- 
tion ? The largest portion, i t is true, 
still remains at home, in Africa, but 
another has been driven and dispersed 
to the four winds of heaven. The 
Africans in their own land are esti- 
mated to number from 150 to 200 



millions. And, from all accounts, 
they live in a state of wretchedness 
inconceivable to us. They are ua- 
enlightened, savage, heathens of th» 
lowest grade. A minute description 
of their state shall not be attempted. 
Suffice it to say, that, to add the dark* 
est feature to their misery, like the 
wild beasts of their own jungles* 
they make a prey of each other. 
They hold each other in the most 
cruel bondage and abject slavery. 
They, also, make merchandise of 
each other's flesh and blood; for 
gain, taking captives of their own 
race, and by a horrid traffic supply* 
ing other countries with slaves. 

And now let us Inquire in regard 
to those of African descent torn 
from their native land. They ot 
their descendants are widely scatter- 
ed, but exist chiefly in North and 
South America and the adjacent 
islands. The number of these is sup- 
posed to he about ten millions. The 
United States contain of this numbelr 
about two millions in slavery, and 
about 600,000 in nominal freedom. 
Of these latter—- both the slaves and 
the free-«-we desire more especialljr 
tospeak. Ofthefirstelass it is enough 
to say to those who value freedom^ 
as every American does, they at% 
slaves. True, indeed, their bondage 
may be of the mildest kind. But 
is not bondage even a burden heavy 
to a human being ? Whose heart 
does not fully respond to llie wordu 
of our great revolutionary orator : 
^ Give me liberty^ os give me deoA.*^ 
Enough, then, certainly, to say U> 
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any American, a hnmiin being is a 
slave, to declare his lot most unen- 
viable. 

But, as to the thousands of free 
colored people in our land, what 
is their condition ? Little better than 
slavery is their freedom. They 
dwell among a race, in the midst of 
whom they never have enjoyed, or 
can enjoy, liberty. Slaves under pre- 
judice, they live beneath an incubus 
which heavily presses them to the 
earth ; and, although there are many 
honorable exceptions, they mostly fill 
the very lowest stations in the com- 
munity. They inhabit the meanest 
and most cheerless hovels in our 
cities, and in the country. They fill 
our jails and alms-houses ; and when- 
ever misery or vice preys upon hu- 
man victims, there are thev to be 
found as the sufferers. Such are the 
facts, not because they are inferior, 
but because they are amongst the 
whites, and are, therefore, doomed. 
And so has it ever been where the 
two races have inhabited the same 
country. 

There is but one class more of 
the Africans which we shall mention : 
it is found in the slave marts, and on 
board the accursed slave ships. There 
are many, at this momeut, on the 
shore awaiting a sale and exi^e into 
slavery; the ocean is groaning un- 
der the load of perhaps hundreds 
enduring all the torments of slave 
tcanaportation. For still demons in 
human flesh (and scarcely will the 
mild geoioi of ChristnDity forbid as 



to say : let such be accursed) car- 
ry on the slave trade ; and annually 
drain Africa of thousands. 

Such is a cursory view of the sad 
condition of the colored race; and 
taking it all in all, its misery can 
hardly be equaled by human wretcb- 
edness, at least, in this world. And 
yet some have supposed that this 
wretchedness admits of but little al- 
leviation, and no remedy, because 
it results' in a great nieasure from 
the inferiority of the colored race, 
rendering it incapable of much ele- 
vation, unfit to enjoy the privileges 
of freedom, and doomed to slavery 
with all its attendant evils. To this 
snpposi^n we have two eonclusiva 
objections, one is derived from the 
history of the past, and the other 
from the revealed purposes of God 
regarding the future. The Africans 
inferior to other races, and not capa- 
ble of exaltation, indeed, and yet 
the highest forms of civilization have 
existed in Africa; and that country 
has had much instrumentality in civi- 
lizing the tvorld ! "Ethiopia," saya 
one, "looks out from the clouds of 
antiquity, beaming with the gloite* 
of civilization." 

But even supposing the fact wera 
otherwise, is it not enough that God 
has declared this land shall be en- 
lightened, and its people shall be ex- 
alted. Africa and her sons were not 
excepted in that promise of redemp- 
tion which declares ^* a// the families 
of the earth shaH be blessed.'* It is 
the Divine testimony-^**Princes shall 
come out of Egypt ; Ethiopia shall 
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■oon stretch out her hands unto 
God." 

But having regarded the condition 
of the colored race, let us now in- 
quire into the adaptedness of the 
colonization scheme to meet that 
condition, and bless the whole race. 
Let us look at it, first, as it appears 
in theory, and, next, in operation. 
The design of the whole scheme is 
simply and definitely set forth in the 
constitution of the Colonization So- 
ciety, as follows : '*The object to 
which the attention of the Society 
shall be exclusively directed is to 
promote and execute a plan for colo- 
nizing (with their own consent) the 
free people of color residing in our 
country, in Africa or such other place 
as Congress shall deem expedient. 
And the Society shall^act to effect the 
object in connection with the general 
government, and such of the States 
as may adopt regulations on the sub- 
ject." Such is the object, so simple 
that a child may understand it, and so 
definite that an honest mind cannot 
mistake it. The direct aim is to give 
to the free colored man, who may 
desire it, an opportunity to colonize. 
That is, to offer him an escape from 
his present depressing circumstances, 
and to place him where nothing 
need prevent him from rising to the 
highest elevation of which his nature 
Is .capable ; to carry him to Africa — 
Ahe land of his race, where exists no 
people with a skin not colored like 
his own, the richest land on earth's 
Burface^ and best adapted to his eon- 
#tii»tion* Ofpom^se, also^ in per* 



fecting the scheme, it is proposed 
not to leave him in the land to which 
he has been transported, without 
supplying him with the means of ob- 
taining a support, and enjoying all 
the blessings of a good government, 
of education, and of the institutions 
of religion. Such is the scheme in 
theory. Now, let there be but an 
energy afforded to carry it out to its 
legitimate results, and then it will 
make a way through the mighty deep, 
and a path through the great waters, 
by which the free colored man may 
reach a refuge from all the moral 
slavery which he now endures, 
where he may dwell amongst his 
own people, and help to build up a 
nation with all the rights of freemen, 
and all the blessings of civilizatijn 
and religion. 

Suppose, then, that the whole 
scheme were accomplished, and that 
the Society, instead of just buckling 
on the harness, as at the present 
time, might boast itself as one lay- 
ing it aside, exclaiming, ^'I have 
fought the good fight." What is 
the consummation? All the thousands 
of the free Africans, together with 
multitudes having been emancipated, 
are removed to their own land. 
There, on Liberia^s coast, they and 
their descendants form a large, free, 
and Christian state. Immensely 
good result! But this is not all. 
While the process has been proceed- 
ing, the elevation of the race has 
been seen, and felt in this country 
One after another of slave holders 
havQ embraced the opportunity ta 
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part with their slaves, for coloniza- 
tion. Thus the condition of all 
those in slavery, with the full and 
glad consent of their masters, will 
have heen greatly ameliorated. 

Moreover, Africa herself has once 
more received her exiled children, 
bringing to her civilization and Chris- 
tianity. They were torn from her 
Pagans, they return at least nominal 
Christians. Yes, the colonists must 
carry back the arts of civilized life, 
its customs, government, and most 
of all, its religion. 

Here, then, is a light on Africa's 
shores which must spread over the 
land. Under its influence, heathenism 
must come to an end, the horrid 
slave trade must cease, cruelty and 
despotism cannot live, and the mil- 
lions of Africa may be redeemed. 
No other than this can be the end 
and legitimate result of the coloni- 
zation plan, if power to execute it 
can only be attained. These are the 
natural fruits of the tree when at 
perfection. And only when this re- 
«ult is gained, and these fruits are ri- 
pened, may the Society dismiss its 
officers, disband itself, and declare 
the warfare is accomplished. Most 
noble and grand scheme, at least in 
theory! but what does it prove it- 
self in operation ? To this let us 
look: In December of the year 1816, 
the Colonization Society was origi- 
nated in the City of Washington. 
The first small band of emigrants 
was sent out in 1820 : but no loca- 
tion was found for the colony until 
1822. About 23 years since, a small 



company commenced preparing a 
home for the colonists, in the midst of 
a dense forest, in a sickly climate, and 
surrounded and troubled by foes on 
every side. It was a small and fee- 
ble company, a spark on the dash- 
ing waters, yet it was not extin-* 
guished. Through toil, and labor, 
and war, the first difiicuUies were 
overcome, and a foothold gained. 
There have been, up to the present 
time, 4,891 emigrants landed. Of 
this number, of course, many have 
died, owing not merely to the un- 
healthiness of a new climate, but 
much more to the fact that the time 
of a generation has passed since 
most of them reached the shore. 
Some, also, have gone to the British 
colony at Sierra Leone, others to 
Cape Palmas, and others again have 
returned to this country. Yet, not- 
withstanding these drains, there are 
in the colony at the present time, 
about 2,831 immigrants and their 
descendants, who, together with 
natives admitted to citizenship, 
would swell the census to about 
4,000. At the same time, from 
10 to 15,000 natives, living on the 
larfd of the colony, are subject to 
its laws; and allied to its govern- 
ment are several tribes numbering 
according to their own estimate about 
100,000 persons. From three hun- 
dred miles of the coast, once the 
very seat of the slave trade, the sla- 
ver has been driven, towns have 
been built, plantations have been cul- 
tivated, and churches and school* 
houses have been erected. Twenty* 
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three churchev have been gathered 
in the colony, embracing 1^014 emi- 
grants, 116 recaptured Africans, and 
353 natives. About one-half of the 
adalt colonists are church members, 
and about one*fourth of the whole 
are at school. A small Christian re- 
public has, therefore, been establish- 
ed in Liberia, under whose protec- 
tion the pagans repose, and in whose 
light they find salvation, and before 
which the slave trade is ceasing, and 
Africa begins to rejoice. 

Such has been the colonization 
scheme when carried out into opera- 
tion. And now we are prepaied 
to consider the peculiar claims pre- 
sented to us in this benevolent 
scheme. These shall be mentioned 
briefly. 

First It coincides exactly with 
the mediods which Providence has 
hitherto employed to deliver the op- 
pressed, and to spread the richest 
Uessings from country to country. 
It will be remembered that Israel 
was colonized from Egypt to the 
promised land,and that Egypt sent out 
her colonies, laden with all her learn- 
ing and arts, to Greece, and Greece 
again to Rome, and Rome to Bri- 
tain, and Britain to America, and why 
not complete the circle by adding^ 
America to Africa ? In this channel 
of colonization the mercies of God 
have flowed until they have reached 
us, and are we not called upon to 
open it up that they may flow on to 
Africa? The agency of coloniza- 
tion has been successful dnring past 
ages in delivering the oppresised, and 



in exalting and blessing nations ; why, 
then, when its energies aire beginning 
to be enlisted for Africans, may W9 
not give it our hearty confidence, 
and our best co- operation ? 

Secondly. The African coloniza- 
tion scheme has had, and still enjoys, 
the cordial and active approbation of 
some of the wisest and best of men, 
and therefore presents all the claiois 
which result from their commends^ 
tion. It will be enough on this 
point, to remind you of the martyr* 
spirits who have sacrificed life oil 
its behalf, of Mills, and Ashmun, 
and Buchanan, and odiers; and of 
the men of talents who have devo*- 
ted their labors and eloquence to 
its support, and of the multitudes 
of the noble and the good who 
have given of their substance to sos- 
tain it, and afe still giving. YcM, 
even amidst a trying storm of invee* 
tive and abuse, this scheme has com*- 
manded the approbation and aid of 
men of the first rank of wisdom, in- 
telligence and piety; and, now-, 
^golden opinions '* are beginmng to 
be wom for it in every direcUon* 
We need not fear, therefore, U> comr 
mit ourselves folly in this ewse: 
our labor shall not be lost. 

Thirdly. This is the only schema 
which even promieee to meet the 
case of the African race, that is, to 
deliver the free in this country from 
their state of depression, to open a 
door by which the enslaved may go 
free, and to civilize and Christianise 
Africa. There is no other sehemt 
which can compete with this on 



V48.] ^ Seview of tJU Pa*U throws Light upon the ISUuro. 



^^^^^^^^N^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



these groands* That, for iottaiioe, 
of Foreign Miss^ORi) in all its excel- 
lence, affects not at all the colored 
race in America, and can do but lit- 
tle in Africa. The climate in that 
country is a fatal barrier to its efti- 
ciency : for while it affords a refuge 
to the colored man, it is as an an- 
gel of death guarding against the 
intrusion of others. The white mis- 
sionary can scarcely long toil and la- 
bor there. Hence out of 62 mis- 
sionaries sent to Africa, 40 died dur^ 
ing the first year after their airivai. 
Besides this, the colony actually 
does the work of missions at less 
expense, more surely, and ra- 
pidly, than it could probably be ac- 
complished in any other method. 
Compare what has been done through 
it with that which has been effected, 
for example, by the great Ceylon 
mission, which commenced four 
years before the existence of the co- 
lony, and has been considered as a 
model mission of Protestantism. It 
will be found, that mission does not 
number as many na/t>e converts as 
are registered in Liberia. And,now,as 
10 the plans of abolitionism) they 
eaonoft bear oomparisoq with those 
of colonization. These have regard 
only to the portion of the colored race 
Jul this country. It is proposed to 
hoop them here, and forbid them 
ei&er to enjoy the blessings of a re- 
moval themselves, or to carry forth 
mny benefits to Africa. Admitting, 
then, all the boastful claims of abo- 
litionisip, still colonization ie need- 
Mi fcNT the salvation of milUon# with 



which the former wiU have nothing 
to do. We say nothing of the great- 
er good which might be shown to be 
done by it, to the colored people, 
even in this country. 

And, now, even supposing to be 
true, what many urge as an objection 
to the colonization scheme, that it ii 
inadequate to effect all that is needed, 
or all that it iindertakes, it commendci 
itself as the only thing which evei^ 
promises to meet the case. Noth* 
ing else stands beside it. Hence if it 
fail, except some yet unknown sub- 
stitute be devised, the last bright 
star of hope for the African hauf 
gone down. Assuredly, also, wheth* 
er fully adequate for every desirable 
purpose or not, there is much, very 
much more, which it alone can ac- 
complish. Hence it has strong claims 
upon us, at least until all its possi- 
ble work be effected. 

And who knows how far its ader 
quacy may extend ? See what is a(» 
ready done through it. So far tberp 
has been a triumphant experiment. 
Transpo|rt yourself in imagination 
to Liberia. 3ehold the towns with 
their peaceful inhabitants j and the 
sun of Afnca gilding the spires of 
Christian churches, and lighting up 
the ^chool-hpuses, and haunts of 
bupiness, «gad fertilizing^ the rich 
plantations. Look upon the vessels 
in the busy harbors. Every thing 
betokcQs the presence of a people 
thriving, prosperous aqd moral. Lis- 
ten to the colonists declaring, as they 
have dona i^ writing to their breth- 
ren in this coiintry-—*^ There can be 
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no speculation here. The .cheer- 
ful abodes of civilization and happi- 
ness which are scattered- over this 
yerdant mountain — the flourishing 
settlements which are spread around 
it — the 80un3 of Christianinstructibn, 
and the scenes of Christian worship, 
which are heard, and seen in this 
land of brooding pagan darkness — 
thousands of contented freemen uni- 
ted in founding a Christian empire, 
happy themselves, ahd the instru- 
ments of happiness to others-^every 
object—every individual is an argu- 
ment in demonstration of the Wis- 
dom ^nd goodness of the plan of 
colonization." 

All this has been done in less 
than a generation, and in defiance 
of the great difficulties of the first 
undertaking, and of inexperience, 
and, also, of the most industrious and 
virulent opposition. And, yet, co- 
lonization is but in its infancy ; and 
who from the strength of infancy 
can compute the powers of man- 
hood ? Who can tell what, or iJvhence, 
it may yet gather, power, by the 
blessing of God ? Why may not 
states yet supplant individuals in the 
glorious work, and governments lend 
their strong aid ? And then what 
hinders the full work from its ac- 
complishpient ? Why, then, may 
we not indulge the pleasing expecta- 
tion that Liberia is destined to be a 
^grand republic, extending itd benign 
influence into the very centre of the 
dark continent of Africa? Why 
may we not believe that it is the in- 
tention of a wise and benign Provi- 



I dence to make it the asylum of the 
whole, or at least of the far greatest 
part, of the African race now dis- 
persed abroad? This is the hope 
which this scheme, and this only, 
holds out, and, therefore, large are 
the claims which it lays before us. 

In conclusion the claims which 
it presents are great and peculiar be- 
cause it is th^ African race which 
it seeks to benefit. To us as Ameri- 
cans scarcely can any other people 
make such just and strong appeals. 
Taking them as a whole, they are 
the neediest people, their wants are 
the greatest, most numerous, and 
most pressing. They are the most 
injured people, stricken by all, and 
their injuries unavenged. And es- 
pecially, they have been much in- 
jured by oui fathers, and those inju- 
ries are not yet repaired by their 
children. And, again, we are indebt- 
ed to them; for as they have labor- 
ed and toiled : they have cultivated 
our fields, built our cities and admin- 
istered to our comfort, by the sweat 
of their brow. Moreover, they are 
at our very doors, seeking compas- 
sion. They appeal to us for help of 
every form, for relief fcom physical 
suflering, from mental darkness, and 
from moral evil. They ask to be 
cared for, both in body and soul, 
both for time and for eternity. They 
appeal to us, also, -through a society 
which is wholly American, which 
originated and is altogether sustained 
in our own country. 

But here we teust pause, lest we 
weary out the patience of our rea- 
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ders. We hope what we have writ- 
ten may not fail to accomplish our 
design. The Society needs for the 
coming year renewed zeal on the 
part of those who have already pat- 
ronized it, and the enlistment of other 
lahorers in the cause. Hun- 
dreds of the nominally free colored 
people might be induced to go to Af- 
rica, and many slaves released from 
their chains, would find the land of 
freedom, were ability given to the 
Society to transport them. Multi- 
tudes also might be prevented from 
.wearing the shackles, and enduring 
the life-long pains, now preparing 
for them, were the means of the So- 
ciety increased. Let all, therefore, 
give to it in an enlarged measure, 
their confidence, their prayers, their 



labors, and their money. Let us 

not rest satisfied until it can with truth 
be said of each of us, in regard to this 
good and holy cause, he hath done 
what he could. "Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." 

We shall only add the prayer, 
that, when years on earth have ended^ 
our readers may share the privileges 
of the multitudes who shall be trans* 
ported to heaven ; and may we meet 
them there in that great and glorious 
colony gathered from all lands, and 
kindreds, and tribes, to constitute an 
everlasting kingdom of righteousness 
and peace. And there, too, may the 
blessings of many of Africans sons, 
redeemed through our instrumentali- 
ty, increase our glory and bliss for- 
ever and forever 
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Government House, 
Monrovia^ Oct, 2rf, 1845. 

Sir:— By the U. S. Ship York- 
town, which arrived here on the 20th 
ult., from Port Pray a, I received 
your favor of June 6th. 

Information reached us a few days 
ago that the schooner '* John Seys" 
has been acquitted by the Vice A'd- 
miralty court at Sierra Leone, where 
she was entered for adjudication on 
the charge of being engaged in the 
slave trade ; and, notwithstanding the 
charge could not be sustained by the 
least shadow of proof, the court in 
its tender mercies — though it does 
not acknowledge the nationality of the 
colonial flag, and the right of the 
colonist to traverse the ocean with 
no other protection — consents to dis- 



charge the vessel, only on condition 
that the claimant pay the captors' 
costs, amounting to some ten or twelve 
hundred dollars. This Mr. Benson 
declines doing, and if justice cannot 
be obtained in any other way, will 
appeal to the sympathies of the Bri- 
tish people. And as far as I have 
learned the particulars of the case, I 
approve his course. I have, however, 
advised him to petition, formally, 
the authorities at Sierra Leone, set- 
ting forth respectfully, but clearly 
and distinctly, the grounds of his com- 
plaints, demanding satisfaction and 
redress at their hands. This I shall 
back by an ofilcial communica- 
tion to the Governor, remonstrating 
against the demand of the court, re- 
quiring claimants to pay costs. 
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This whole affiiir, from beginning to 
«Qd) is perfectly outrageous, and if 
n1lo\?ed to pass, by Great Britain, un<» 
noticed and the wrong unredressed, 
will be a blot in her character that 
•he will regret in ages to come, and 
will deeply shade that justice and 
magnanimity of which she so much 
boasts. Mr. Benson estimates his loss 
at from ten to twelve thousand dollars. 

I rejoice to hear that you are like* 
ly to succeed in raising the amount 
required for the purchase of territory, 
and that we may expect several thou*^ 
sand dollars for that purpose in the 
fall vessel; nothing shall be wanting 
on my part to effect an object so 
desirable. 

Captain Day, late of the English 

schooner , thiity-nine days 

from Liverpool, wrecked on the 
morning of the )3th ult., off Rock 
C esters, arrived here with his crew, 
in the British brig Australia, on the 
25th, in a distressed and destitute con- 
dition, having been robbed by the na- 
tives of every thing they had man- 
aged to save from the vessel. Three 
of the crew were thrpwn ashore here 
without a farthing. Captain Liddle, 
of the A., refusing to take them fur<- 
^er, alleging the want of provisions. 
Af the captain did not land, I dis^ 
patched one of the men to inform him 
I would furnish provisions, if he 
would consent to take them to Sierra 
Leone or to Cape Mount, as he was 
iM)und to the latter place direct, and 
in all probability would meet some 
British man-of-war there, that would 
raeeiive them i he, however, ma4e sail 



immediately, and departed without 
returning any answer, leaving hi* 
distressed countrymen to the mercy 
of strangers. I provided for their 
board and lodging at the expense of 
the S^ociety up to yesterday mornings 
when Captain Brown very kindly 
received them on board his vessel, 
and will take them to Sierra Leone. 

This goes by the American 
schooner '* Patuxent^ N. T. Davis. 
master, captured five days ago off 
Cape Mount, by the U. S. Ship 
Yorktown,*' Chas. H. Bell, comman- 
der. She had no slaves on board, 
but fitted in every respect with pro<- 
visions, water casks, slave deck fit- 
ted and ready for laying, and would 
in all probability have received her 
slaves on board in a few days. She 
sailed from New York in June last, 
for this place, and the captain, whp 
was mate with Captain Johnson in 
the *'Atalanta," I am informed, re- 
fused to take packages for me, in con- 
sequence of my notice to you of the 
movements of that vessel, which was 
published in many of the American 
journals ; it has also brought upon 
me the displeasure of Capt. Lawlin, 
who I am told is not sparing in heap- 
ing upon me all sorts of hard names. 

Nothing of interest has occurred 
in the colony since my last. Onr 
afiiiirs move on in good order. 
I am, sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. J. ROBERTS. 
To Rev. Wm. McLain, 
Sec. Am. Col, Soc^y^ 

Washingion CHy^ U. S. A.. 
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MonRoviA, Liberia, 

Oeioltt 4/A, 1845, 

Rf ▼, ANP Deab Si9 :-^Your letter 

of the Qth of June was received on 

the SOth ylt., together with a package 

of newspapers and pamphlets; for 



which, please accept my grateful ao- 
knowledgments. My last to yo^ 
was forwarded by the barque '*Rode- 
ric Dhu;" which vessel sailed froip 
our port about the first of August. . 
Since I last wrote to yon, nothing 
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ill purtieakr kas occorred to disiirrb 
the quietude of the colony. The 
British have not taken any more of 
our Teasels ; and we are getting on 
pretty smoothly by sea, as well as by 
land^ We hare had a great deal of 
raia during the last six or seven 
months ; but the clouds sometimes 
disperse, and the sun shines sweetly 
on the green hills and flowery dales 
of our ever verdant and beautiful 
country. Nor has the sun of pros- 
perity forsaken us :-^-its cheering rays 
•till illuminate the pathway of indus* 
try. Andt although the British Lion 
may growl at us, and occasionally 
pounce upon our defenceless but en* 
terprising maritime adventurers, and 
then shake his mane in glorious tri- 
umph ; yet i hope, and believe, that 
the banner of freedom will forever 
wave over the spirits of the citizens 
of this little Bepublic ; even though 
overcome by a superior physical 
force ; for *' liberty or death," is the 
motto of all who have lived long 
enough in this country to take one 
deep inspiration of the air of freedom , 
in the home of liberty : — the only 
land in which the colored man can 
be really and truly free. 

Tou will, no doubt, be surprised to 
hear the fate of Mr. Benson's schoon* 
er. She was taken to Sierra Leone, 
as you are aware ; at which place, 
the officer who captured her, and 
who had the charge of her, commit- 
ted suicide, by cutting his throat, in 
eonaeqnence of chagrin, caused by 
the unenviable circumstances in 
which he bad placed himself. After 
a delay of more than three months 
from the time of her arrival at Sierra 
Leone, she was tried in the Court of 
Admiralty, and discharged, with the 
provision that Mr. Bensm^ th$ own- 
er ^ is to pay the cost of adjudica- 
tion i which cost amounts to about 
one thouaand dollars. One item in 
4he long list of costs, is a charge of 
dollar and fifty cents a day for 



the hire of aa anchor, lor oinetyHaina 
days; notwithstanding, when tba 
schooner was taken, she had on board 
two good anchors, with chain cablea. 
Such a decision was never before 
heard of. 

Mr. Benson, with true-hearted 
nobleness and independence, spurns 
with contempt, the insolent propo* 
sal; and is determined not to submit 
to such overbearing injustioe and inr 
sult. Of course^ the vessel and car^ 
go (if any of the latter is left) will be 
sold, to pay the charges ; and to tha 
unfortunate owner she will be 
totally lost. 

I presume Mr. B. will give to the 
public a statement of particulars. 
And, as you are not personally ac- 
quainted with him, permit me to say, 
that you may rely on the truth of any 
statement he may make. 1 know 
him well ; and firmly believe that ha 
is a perfectly honest and upright 
man ;*— one who has too much puri- 
ty of intention, and nobleness of soul, 
to descend to any thing which is not 
in accordance with the principles of 
honor, truth, and justice. He is ona 
of the very best men in the colony ; 
and is not surpassed by any other^ 
in soundness of judgment, integrity 
of purpose, and unyielding enterpriat 
of spirit. He came to Liberia when 
a small boy ; and, although he ia not 
much known in the United States ; 
yet, he is, unqoe8tionably,oneof tha 
most worthy citizens of this commoa- 
wealth. I wish we had a thousand 
such men in Liberia. 

I can assure you that Mr. Bensoa 
never had the least intention to par- 
ticipate in the slave trade, in any 
way. He carried on a lawful and 
honest commerce ; and I believe, 
that be has alwa3rs been willing to 
afford any aid in his power in the 
suppression of the abominable traf- 
fic in human beings. 

After having dispassionately 
weighed all theoirenmstanoes of.thia 
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unparalleled case ; I am decidedl}^ 
of the opinion, that the schooner was 
taken in consequence of the seizure 
of Davidson's goods, by the collec- 
tor at Bassa, for the non-payment of 
harbor duties by that trader; and 
not in consequence of any suspicion 
of the vessel being engaged in the 
slave trade. 

I think I before stated to you, that 
I was at Bassa at the time she was 
taken ; and that I boarded the ^^ Lily," 
with the view of giving the com- 
mander the necessary information, 
relative to the schooner, as the pro- 
perty of Mr. Benson, Ifotwithsland- 
ing I was received as a gentleman, 
(which was nothing more than I 
think I deserved, for f tried to act 
the part of a gentleman,) yet the 
commander did not seem at all dis- 
posed to say any thing about the 
schooner. He asked me why Mr. 
Benson did not come offto see about 
the schooner, if she was his property. 
I told him that I supposed he was 
afraid to do so; as the captors had 
peremptorily refused to suffer the 
captain to come on board, when she 
was taken; and had threatened to 
ahoot him, if he persisted in coming. 
I told him that if he would send or 
go ashore to see Mr. B., he could 
no doubt be satisfied as to the 
character of the vessel. lie did go 
ashore, but did not go near Mr. Ben- 
ton ; but proceeded up the St. John's 
river, as far as Bexley ; with the in- 
tention, I presume, of examining the 
country ; or of taking a pleasure trip 
up a Liberia river. 

Now, sir, I am not in the habit of 
writing under feelings of excitement, | 



or even of writing as warmly as I 
have done in this letter ; but I can- 
not silently behold such exhibitions 
of inhumanity, injustice and oppres-* 
sion. 

Since I last wrote to you, my 
health has been tolerably good, and 
there has not been very much sick- 
ness in the colony. When I last heard 
from the immigrants with whom 
I went to Bexley, they were doing' 
well. Judge Day has lately been 
very ill ; but I understand that he 
is now better. I should exceeding-' 
ly regret his death ; for the influence 
and example of such men are 
highly beneficial in Liberia. He is 
modest and retiring in his manners; 
and I suppose you do not often hear 
of him. But, if you were acquainted 
with him, I have no doubt that you 
would think him worthy of the 
highest commendation, as a patriot, 
statesman, gentleman and Christian. 

I have carefully studied the char- 
acters of the leading men in the colo- 
ny, and 1 feel disposed to bestow 
praise on all to whom I think it is 
due. Although I think that the 
standard of moral excellence of the 
citizens of Liberia, as a people, has 
been too highly elevated by some of 
the super-sanguine friends of the 
colony in the United Stales ; yet I 
think I may truly say, that Liberia 
can boast of a considerable number 
of men, superior, in every respect, 
to any colored men with whom I 
was acquainted in the United States* 
Yours truly, 
J. W. LUGENBEEL. 
Rev. W. McLain, 

Sec. Jlm» Col, Soc*y, 



£ttttx from a Qaung j^tu^ent of Bit}fxctnt. 



Monrovia, Liberia, 
October dd, 1845. 
Rsv. AND Dear Sir: — Having 
enjoyed the patronage of the Ameri- 



can Colonization Society for about 
eighteen months, in the prosecution 
of the study of medicine under the 
tuition of Doctor Lugenbeel, I have 
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thought that a short letter from my- i] 
self may not be unacceptable to you. j' 
I feel grateful to the Society for the i: 
privilege I now enjoy ; as I may Ij 
thereby become qualified for greater i 
usefulness in my adopted country, [ 
than I otherwise should have been — 
a country which I prefer to all oth- 
ers — for Liberia is the only land in 
which men of color can enjoy the 
sacred rights of freemen. I shall 
always feel a deep sense of gratitude 
to your philanthropic association, 
for devising and carrying into opera- 
tion the scheme of colonizing free 
people of color, in this delightful 
land ; a land in which they can 
breathe the vital air of libeity, and 
in which their mental faculties can 
be fully developed. We shall always 
giatefully cherish the remembrance 
of all who have given their aid and 
influence in carrying out the benevo- 
lent enterprise ; especially those 
whose fervency prompted them to 
jeopardise their own lives for our 
sake ; among whom many could 
be named, but especially an Ashraun, 
a Randall, a Buchanan, and a John- 
ton ; to the last of whom, 1 am great- 
ly indebted for his tuition at Factory 
Island. For his indefatigable efibrts 
to improve the youths of the colony, 
and for .the deep interest he always 
manifestexl iu the welfare of Liberia, 



he will always be affectionately re- 
membered. And may I not add to 
these, the name of my worthy pre- 
ceptor, Dr. Lugenbeel, for the same 
considerations. He was the first to 
undertake the task of preparing two 
young men among us, for the medi- 
cal profession, — to take charge of the 
medical department of the colony 9 
and I confidently hope that his efibrta 
may be crowned with success. 

I am glad to see that Mr. Loeke 
has arrived in this country, to carry 
into operation the High School at 
Factory Island. I sincerely hope 
that his life may be spared, and that 
the most sanguine hopes of the be* 
nevolent association of ladies, under 
whose patronage he came to the 
colony, may be fully realized. No- 
thing is more pleasant to me, than to 
see the colony advance in knowledge; 
for knowledge is power, and if des- 
titute of this, we can never prosper. 
The desire for intellectual improve-s 
ment is evidendy greater than it 
ever has been; and 1 am happy X» 
say that the youth of the colony are 
endeavoring to appreciate their privi-^ 
leges and to improve their minds. 
With esteem and gratitude, 
1 remain yours, &c., 

J. S. SMITH. 
Rev* W. McLain, 

Sec* Am. Col. Society, 



€M iTibetta ^ ttan. 



We are glad to learn, and to be 
able to inform those of our readers 
who have taken an interest in the 
subject, that the Liberia Herald is 
NOT to* be discontinued. It has been 
of much advantage to the colony, and 
ought by all means to be sustained. 
It has been edited with great ability. 
We have repeatedly published articles 



from it, which would have done no 
discredit to any editor in this country. 
It is now reorganized : — two other 
gentlemen of very respectable qualifi- 
cations for the station are associated 
with its former editor, and the three 
seem determined to make their semi' 
monthly sheet both useful and enter- 
taining. 
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We take from the September No. 
the following statement of their pro- 
posed arrangements : 

The number of theLibeiia Herald 
for July was announced as the last 
which .would be published. Up to 
that period a mortifying indifference 
to the paper, whether it lived or died, 
had been manrfested almost through- 
out the colony. When, however, it 
was announced that the paper was 
discontinued, many who had been be- 
fore indifferent, became anxious that 
it should be sustained. The result of 
this awakened interest has been the 
transfer of a part of the paper to a 
i^ompany of gentlemen in this town. 
It is now proposed to conduct it on the 
joint interest of all the proprietors. 

By announcing, with the com- 
mencement of a new series of the 
Liberia Heralp, the course intend- 
ed to be pursued, it is felt that by 
no possibility can any one be preju- 
diced but those by whom the paper 
is conducted ; nor can they, unless 
they fail to sustain the expectations 
their announcement excites, while at 
the same time it may attract towards 
us and towards our colony that at- 
tention which, leading to examina- 
tion of our claims upon the sympa- 
thy of the world, cannot fail to ex- 
tort a verdict in our favor. 

However despicable and unworthy 
of attention our colony may appear 
in the eyes of those who, from preju- 
dice or mental irn^ecility, are incapa- 
ble of tracing events from the first 
vmall beginnings until, to the eye of 
^ sagacious foresight, they stand foith 
•in all their full proportions and full 
effects; and, however small and in- 
significant it may in itself really be, 
still it is certain, that as an enterprise 
itltogether unique-— as an experiment 
alone in its kind and in all the means 
employed to accomplish it, it is cen- 
tering upon it the attention and con- 
cern of distant politicians. Nor has 



it awakened the concern of the mere 
statesman and politician only, it has 
also struck a chord in the generous 
bosom of (he philanthropist and the 
Christian. The proof the colony has 
already given of its ability to sustain 
a well ordered government — the ex- 
tent to which it has suppressed the 
slave trade-— the wide circle through 
which it has shot the kindling rays 
of civilization — the numerous instan- 
ces in which it has imbued the ** dark 
untutored mind" with the principles 
of a heaven born religion, have con- 
curred to beget the opinion now ra- 
pidly gaining ground, that colonies — 
Christian colonies of colored men— 
not needy rapacious adventurers, but 
colonies of colored people rooted to 
the soil, are the most efficient agents 
for redeeming and regenerating Afri- 
ca. As such the colony is contem- 
plated with lively interest by nearly 
all classes of men. 

It is therefore a matter of deep im- 
portance to us that the affairs of the 
colony should be made known. Its 
difficulties and impediments, its facili- 
ties and resources, its advancement in 
art and science, its success in agri- 
culture, husbandry and commerce- 
its possession or want of the mean* 
of social happiness, political strength^ 
and religious improvement, should 
be fully and frankly stated. It wilt 
be among the objects of the Herald 
to notice these subjects from time to> 
time, that our friends may have, when 
we advance, matter for rejoicing, and 
when we falter, monition to aid us. 

It is also proposed to throw an oc- 
casional glance beyond the limits of 
the colony,, and observe on the fash- 
ions of our unreclaimed neighbors. 
Whatever is peculiar and interest- 
ing in the manners and customs of 
natives — ^whatever ia important to be 
known in the geography and natural 
history of the country, so far as we 
can ascertain them^ will be the sub- 
ject of our notice. 
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In M/kt^ that W6 %}mA\ k\UL td {ite 
oar papetr a liiorary cbataeter, ire wish 
it to be distinctly underctood^ now iind 
eTermoroi that we use the Word '* lit* 
erary" as it is applicable to Liberia. 
Oar utmost vanity cannot inspire us 
to hope more than to keep oh par 
with Liberia lileraturOb Thus much, 
however, we hope to accomplish c and 
our hope is inspired by the known 
ability and industry of General J. N. 
Lewis and Rev. A. W. Anderson, our 
eoadjutors in the editorial depart-^ 
ment ; and to enable us to sustain all 
these hopes, and to accomplish all 
these intentions, we invoke the aid of 
our friends by their purse and their 
pen. 

The LiBERiii Herald will Ibe pub- 
lished in Monrovia, semi-monthly — 
on the fiist and third Friday of each 
month. Levi D. James, Printer. 
Terms— Tm?o dollars a year, paya- 
ble in advance, ]f not paid within 
six months, two dollars and fifty 
cenW— if at the end of the year, thru 
dollars. Persons once subscribing 
will be considered subscribers, and 
the paper forwarded accordingly until 
they shall have given notice that they 
wish the paper no longer.^ — It will be 
at the option of the editors to dis- 
continue the paper of any subscriber 
tintil all arrearages are paid, t^cf- 
vertisements^ for the first insertion 
one dollar a square, for each succeed- 
ing insertion of the same matter, yi^^ 
cents, 

Ag€nts for the Liberia Herald, 



{% ^fricu :-^BaBSa Cove, Bev, A. P. 
I>avi8-^Edina, Rev* James Moore— 
Sinoe, Mr. R. Murray — Cape Pal- 
mas, Dr. P. S. R. McGill— Sierra 
Leone, Jno. Thorpe, Esq. 

Agents for the United Stmies >^ 
General Agent, Philadelphia, Rev% 
John B. Pinney — Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, Rev. W. Mylne — Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, W.De Lacy, Esq.— Baltimore, 
Maryland, Wm. Crane, Esq.-^Phila- 
delphia. Rev. J. M. Allen*^New 
York, Rev. S. H. Cone<«— Boston, 
Rev. J. Tracy — Philadelphiat Mr. 
Wm. W. Coppinger. 

Persons in the United States wish- 
ing to subscribe can do so by leaving 
their address at any of the Coloniza- 
tion Offices with the amount olT 
their subscription. 

Agents of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, and of state and auxili- 
ary societies, are requested to act as 
agents for the Liberia Herald. Ex- 
change papers are requested to be seni 
to the Colonization Office in either 
Philadelphia, NewYork or Baltimore, 
whence they will be forwarded to us. 

We truat that many of the friends of 
Liberia will be disposed to subscribe 
for the Herald under this new ar^ 
rangement. They will receive through 
it the latest intelligence from Liberia, 
sooner than they can get it in any 
other channel. 

We shall be happy to receive and 
attend to their orders. 



IxtLntf an^ Cnjtan^ combine) to Jiupptttt t^t matt Cra^t. 



Wk have heretofore given our opin- 
ion in regard to the amount of good 
to be effected by men-of-war, under 
the present regulations and policy, 
in their endeavors to suppress the 
slave trade. We have also repeat- 



edly said that the only effectual reme- 
dy for that most gigantic evil is found 
in the plans and operations of this 
Society, as shown in the planting of 
Liberia and its influence along the 
coast. We cannot think ourselvoft 
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mistaken in this view. If we had 
any doubts upon the sul^ect, the fol- 
lowing remarks in the Liberia Herald 
would go very far to remove them. 
The editors aie on the spot. Some 
of them have been careful observers 
of all that has been done along the 
coast for the last twenty years. 
Their opinions are therefore entitled 
to have weight. They say — 

From late papers we learn that 
the two great powers of Europe, 
France and England, are about to in- 
fest this coast with a gigantic naval 
force. The joint armament is to con- 
sist of forty sail, and over and above 
this England has engaged to keep an 
additional force sufficient to suppress 
the slave trade. It is certainlv with- 
in the range of physical possibility 
to prevent by a naval force the ex- 
portation of slaves from Africa; but 
the present state of the market for 
human cattle in the Christian repub- 
lics of the west will render it a most 
difficult experiment. 

These movements of France and 
England are big with interest to us 
and to Africa generally. They are 
most likely the last link in a series 
of fruitless experiments, made only 
to fail, and to disappoint the projec- 
tors ; and it is on this account we 
think they will be important to us. 

We are not allowed to doubt that 
political motives prompt much that 
is done for Africa, and give strength 
and tone to the proclaimings of phi- 
lanthropy. In the good of Africa, na- 
tions find their own account. Her 
interminable forests, in which the 
woodman's axe has never rung, her 
soil of unequaled powers in pro- 
ducing valuable staples of commerce, 
and her unopened mines of metalic 
wealth, offer a tempting field for the 
operations of commerce, which the 
clave trade alone, by debasing the 



I people and diverting their attention 
from legitimate pursuits, prevents 
European capital from entering. In 
seeking to suppress the slave trada 
the powers of Europe are seeking an 
outlet for the production of their 
overstocked artisans, and employ- 
ment for their immense commercial 
marine. 

We feel assured thai a guaranty 
of right to the exclusive trade of the 
coast could not be obtained by any 
one nation from the others, even on 
the condition that the favosed 
nation should effectually suppress 
the slave trade. A spirit of captious 
jealousy is now on the alert, and 
manifests itself too clearly in the 
treaty between the high contracting 
powers. The stipulation that nein 
ther shall land and break up a slav- 
ing establishment without the con-t 
sent or concurrence of the other, 
looks so much like a reserved check 
in the hands of each over the other's 
power to appropriate territory, that 
we can hardly regjjrd it in any other 
light. This stipulation grows out 
of the opinion now pretty generally 
entertained, and before the term of 
this treaty shall have expired will 
have ripened into conviction, that 
colonies planted along the coast, will 
more speedily and effectually than 
any other means suppress the detes- 
table traffic in slaves, and thus un- 
lock the vast resources of the coun- 
try. When this conviction shall 
have been formed and nations desi- 
rous to participate in the benefits of 
the African trade shall prepare to 
act upon it, the most anxious ques- 
tion which will then present itself 
will regard the materials with which 
to form these colonies. Tropical 
Africa seems to have declared eternal 
war with the constitution of the white 
man. If he live here at all it is by 
such nice circumspection, such 
systematic abstinence from all service 
involviiig f^tlgije and muspular exec- 



1646.] 



The Mission at the Gaboon. 



17 



tion, and such precise measure and 
kind of food and raiment, that, except 
in a few situations, such as those of 
a professional and official character, 
he can he but of little service to a 
colony. Nature seems to have de- 
creed that none but the African con- 
stitution shall bear up under the 
pressure of the African climate, and 
8o powerful is its influence upon 
foreign constitutions that even per- 
sons of African descent^ born and 
raised in other climates, however 
long their residence here, rarely, if 
ever, become fully acclimated. 

The material for these colonies 
must be procured from America or 
any other place where civilized and 
intelligent colored people are to be 
found. These will impart the lessons 
of order, industry and civilization to 
the nations immediately around thetn, 
and they in turn will instruct others 



more remote,until the circle of civiliza- 
tion shall bound the whole of Africa. 
We do not think it would be ex- 
travagant to affirm, that one-half of 
the amount which it has cost Britain, 
in the five years last past, to maintain 
the squadron stationed between 
Sierra Leone and New Cesters, judi- 
ciously expended in planting and 
maintaining colonies, would have 
effecti^ally rooted out the nefarious 
traffic within those limits ; whereas, 
after all that has been done, the trade 
has still a vigorous existence. Such 
indeed is our conviction of the effi- 
ciency of colonies to root out the 
slave trade, that we think this colony 
^night engage-"— with safety engage, to 
suppress the trade in five years, from 
Gsdliuas on the north, to Nevc' Cesters 
on the south, with the direct assist- 
ance of only the amount of the 
frigate Penelope. 



^iie ittt^tfton at l\^t i&ahooti. 



Painful intelligence has arrived in 
Iregard to the mission of the A. B. at 
the Gaboon river. In our last number 
we gave some account of the supposed 
breaking up of the Mission. But 
some of the members of that Board 
thought our statement (contained in 
a letter from Gov. Roberts) prema- 
ture, and needing confirmation. 
There is now left no room for 
doubt. The conduct of the French, 
in the premises, is without any justi- 
fication. They have certainly com- 
initted a most bare-faced outrage up- 
on the nations of that region, for 
which they ought to be called to 
answer. 

** Much interest," says the Liberia 
Herald, •* has been felt by our citizens 
2 



of late as to the circumstances 
under which the French have taken 
possession of the Gaboon river, and 
the territory on its banks, and many 
exaggerated and incorrect reports have 
been in circulation here. We have 
taken some pains therefore to inform 
ourselves upon this matter, and now 
lay before our readers some of the 
more important facts in the case. 
It is well known that the French 
about two years since obtained from 
the native chiefs an acknowledg- 
ment of their sovereignty over the 
whole territory within a few miles 
of the river's mouth, whether by 
fair means or foul we are not called 
upon to say. Some of the native 
tribes yielded, but others have con- 
tinually protested against the legality 
of the treaty, and have uniformly 
declined obeying them. Among 
these were the natives of the •* King 
Glass" territory, where are two 



18 



Items from the Liberia Herald, 



[January, 



mission establishments of the Ameri- 
can Boaid. This territory is within 
eight miles of the mouth of the river, 
and contains several native villages of 
considerable importance to traders, as 
depots for red wood, ivory, and other 
articles of African trade. It is, more- 
over, inhabited by a race of people 
more advanced in civilization, and 
more docile than any with which we 
are acquainted on that part of the 
coast. The French used every pos- 
sible effort to induce these people 
to ratify the treaty made by their 
chiefs, to surrender their territory and 
acknowledge French sovereignty, 
but the King Glass people uniformly 
refused: arguments, entreaties and 
threats were equally unavailing. The 
natives declared that they never 
would surrender their country, and 
even imposed a penalty of death 
upon any one who should hoist the 
French flag there. Capt. Hardrouyre, 
of the French brig Tactiqe, lying in 
the river, gave them notice that he 
would fire upon and destroy their 
town and property in case of their 
continued refusal ; which he actually 
proceeded to do on the 26th July. 
A party of men from the Tactiqe 
was landed, and with a few soldiers 
from the French fort, took possession 
of the town : — the natives fled in all 
directions. About a dozen shots 
were fired from the Tactiqe, which 
did little or no damage, the French 
captain evidently being anxious to do 
as little harm as possible. One ball 
struck the ground very near the chapel 
erected by the American missionary, 
the Rev. W. Wilson, but no- injury 
was done it. The party which landed 
did some mischief by breaking down 
the doors of the house and destroy- 
ing some furniture : the missionary 



premises were not molested. Upon 
the whole, the amount of mischief 
done was slight. It was in the power 
of the French captain to have de- 
stroyed every house in twenty minutes 
if he had chosen : his object evi- 
dently was to frighten the poor na- 
tives into submission, and in this 
he succeeded. They acknowledged 
themselves to be French subjects and 
their territory French territory, 
France is now the undisputed sove- 
reign of the whole river and its 
banks. The greater part of the na- 
tives, however, have retreated into the 
bush and declare they will not return, 
but will emigrate to some other part 
of the coast. 

"^ As to the mission establishments, 
one of them has already been aban- 
doned and the missionaries, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bushnell, have arrived at this 
place on their return to the United 
States : the other, which is occupied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, will proba- 
bly, we think, be abandoned also, as 
the French oflScers appear to regard 
them with great distrust. Moreover, 
their usefulness is apparently gone, 
inasmuch as the schools are broken 
up and the natives dispersed. This 
result we cannot contemplate without 
sorrow, as this mission was one of as 
fair promise as any on the coast. 
Some good had already been efl^ected 
and much more was reasonably 
hoped for, and the missionaries were 
regarded by the natives with much 
aflection as well as rejspect 

"As to reports in circulation of 
the insults oflTered to the American 
flag, we were informed by one of 
the oflicers of the Truxtun that 
the French commander had ex- 
pressly disavowed any such inten- 
tion." 



Jtein0 from t^t Mxbtvxa ^traltf. 



The John Sets. — Our readers 
will not fail to notice the remarks 
made by Governor Roberts and 



Dr. Lugenbeel in regard to the fate 
of * this ill-fated vessel. There 
seems but one feelings in Liberia on 
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the subject. The Liberia Herald 

aays: 

We are told that the John Seys 
ie cleared, and that her owner, Mr. 
Benson, has been tendered with a 
bill of some ten or twelve hundied 
dollars expenses ! This is some- 
thing new under the sun, and capital 
fun for lawyers and office holders. 
Take a man^s vessel, keep her until 
she is rotten, and then tell him he 
can have her back by paying all the 
bills which may be made out against 
her. This reminds us of an anec- 
dote of a certain justice in Virginia, 
who, whenever a colored man was 
carried before him, whom he could 
not by any torturing or twisting of 
evidence condemn, was accustomed 
to conclude — ** well, I believe the 
nigger is innocent; constable ! whip 
him and clear him." 

A ScspECTED Slaver Caught.—— 

Our friend Captain Bell has not been 

idle since he reached the coast of 

Africa. We find in the Liberia 

Herald an extract of a letter from 

him to Governor Roberts. 

The famous Fatuxent is at length 
in the toils. The suspicious circum- 
stances which led to her seizure by 
the Yorktown, will be found in the 
following extract of a letter from 
Captain Bell to Governor Roberts. 
With us in Africa, there is no doubt 
as to the character of the vessel and 
her intended cargo. Whether the 
very strong and glaring circum- 
stances will be sufficient in American 
courts to condemn her« we are not 
prepared to say; as the slave intereat 
has a very strong party there. The 
case, however, will at least open the 
eyes of the friends of humanity to 
the defects, not to say the absurdity ' 
of some parts of the law which af- 
fords si^ loop-hole for every miscreant 
of common sense to escape :— • 



** You have no doubt heard* by 
this time, of our having captured the 
American schooner Patuxent, N. T. 
Davis, master. The number of 
water casks on board when I board- 
ed her, led me to believe there was 
something wrong about her, and on 
a further examination at Cape Mounts 
I found she had African rice and 
water casks sufficient for a supply of 
40 days for 300 slaves, besides 
enough of other provisions, (as well 
as water,) for a much increased 
crew. She also has in the hold, deck 
plank cut just to fit from one bulk- 
head to the other. With the assist- 
ance of her Kroomen alone, a slave 
deck could have been laid in less 
than four hours, without saw or axe. 
She has been in the slave dealers em- 
ploy ever since her arrival on the 
coast * * * When she sailed from 
New York, she brought out to Gal- 
linas, Camillo, (who had charge of 
the Atalanta,) and two others, named 
Manuel and Miguel — also four Kroo- 
men belonging to the Atalanta's crew. 
She afterwards carried Cannot from 
Cape Mount and Manuel from Gallinas 
to Sierra Leone, where, having made 
their purchases, she brought them, 
with there goods to Cape Mount." 

Opinion of the Liberia Herald 
ON the Journal of an African 
Cruiser. — This little work is now 
before us. We have hastily scanned 
its pages, and think that it is, on the 
whole, as fair and candid a statement 
of things on the coast as we have 
latelv seen. Of course we refer to 
that part of it which refers to places 
and things with which we are ac- 
quainted. The journalist appears to 
have been free from prejudice for or 
against the colony, and therefore has 
put down things as they are and not 
as fancy would have them. We are 
pleased with the visits of men of 
sense and observation; and we have 
nothing to fear from their testimony. 



80 



Items from the Liberia Herald. 



[Januarj, 



However the statements of truth may P moreover to think his death woald be 



occasionally exhibit some of us in a 
rather ridiculous Hght, still, when all 
the circumstances of our case are 
considered, the laugh at our viola- 
tions of the canon of American and 
European, social and professional 
etiquette, will not be very loud. 
There are, however, some inaccura- 
cies which we know the author will 
allow us to correct. 

In chapter fifth, the author says : 
** It being Sunday, we attended the 
Methodist Church, Mr. Teage, editor 
of the Liberia Herald, preached, 
» » * * on occasion of admitting 
three men and a woman to church- 
membership," &c. &c. The author 
is mistaken here, it was at the 
Baptist Church, 

In chapter nineteenth, he says: 
"Mr. Teage, formerly editor of the 
Liberia Herald, and preacher in the 
Baptist Church, where his services 
were most emphatically gratuitous; 
for he not only ministers without a 
stipend, but supplied the place of 
worship — the sacred edifice being 
his own private property." Mr. 
Teage is still editor of the Liberia 
Herald — sti/l in the measure of his 

ability ministers in the Baptist 

Church, where his services are em- 
phatically gratuitous, for he minis- 
ters without a stipend; but he does 
not supply a place of worship, nor t^ 
the sacred edifice his own private 
property. 

Bating these minor inaccuracies, 
the statements, so far as Liberia is 
concerned, give a fair and correct 
account of matters and things with us. 

An honest man an© a just. — 
Ki-Bah, a Bassa -chief residing on the 
Junk river just at the point where 
the camwood from the interior is 
ena barked in canoes for the beach, 
lies dangerously ill. The traders to 
that region are one and all expressing 
iheir grief at his illness, and seem 



a great calamity. He is, in one 
sense, one of the few men whom the 
old cynic was seeking when carrying 
his lantern at noon-day. Ki-Bah 
deals largely with the Americans, and 
*' is king of too much people." He 
is not only prompt and punctual in 
meeting his own engagements, but 
uses his authority to make his sub- 
jects the same. If a man will not 
pay, he assumes the debt, sells the 
delinquent, and, if necessary, his 
family also, for wood, and with the 
wood pays the debt. If this custom 
were universally adopted, blacks 
would not be the only slaves. 

Ki-Bah, whose illness we her- 
alded in our last number, has paid the 
debt of nature. As usual in such 
cases, the country is in an uproar. 
Some eight or ten persons in a 
neighboring village were shot dead, 
under suspicion of witching his 
majesty. At one time there was 
every appearance that the whole 
Bassa country would be in a gene- 
ral war ; but afterward it was con- 
cluded in a palaver to stop the war 
and make a " Devil palaver,^* This 
will be an affair of years, and after 
all, perhaps, end in a scrimmage. 
The people of Little Bassa have 
agreed to hold no more Devil pala- 
ver. It would be well to remind 
them of this agreement, and so keep 
quietness in our own borders. The 
population of this country is about 
ten thousand, and the people having- 
sold us the territory, and transferred 
the sovereignty to us, we are bound 
by every consideration of regard to 
their welfare and our interest, to 
subject them gradually to our laws 
so far as they are applicable to their 
condition, and in all questions in- 
volving war or peace, as well in 
those likely to lead to these issues,, 
the voice of the colony should fo& 
the supreme arbiter. 
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State of Religion in Monro- 
via. — The second quarterly meet- 
ing of the Baptist churches was 
held on the 6th, 7th, and 8th, of this 
month in the Baptist Church in this 
place. We do not recollect for years 
past to have seen a time of such 
general awakening among professors 
of religion. 

Spiritual drought and barrenness 
and langour had prevailed to an 
alarming extent. Supineness and 
lethargy appeared to have composed 
all to slumber. Few, very few were 
sufficiently awake to mourn over the 
inactivity of the church, and the ener- 
gies of these few appeared to be al- 
most wholly paralized. A few days 
previous to the commencement of 
the meeting there appeared a little 
awakening. There was a better at- 
tendance at church, more unction in 
prayer, more feeling in singing, and 
more impressiveness in the minis- 



tration of the word. These indica- 
tions of the spirit's presence con- 
tinued to increase as the meeting 
advanced, and proved the prelusive 
drops of a gracious and copious out- 
poring of divine influence which af< 
terward revived and cherished the 
church. As usual upon a revival in 
the church and harmony and unity 
of effort of the members, a reforma- 
tion among the hitherto impenitent 
and ungodly has followed. The 
word of God was effectual in awaken- 
ing many who were '^ dead in tres- 
passes and sins," and in begetting 
them again " to a lively hope :" "to 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory." Having found ** Him of 
whom iMoses in the law and the pro- 
phets did write," they delayed not to 
^^ run the way oif His commandments," 
but arose, and at once were buried 
with *'Him by Baptism unto death." 
Eight were baptized on the 13(h. 



(Concluded.) 



THE LATE SLAVE TRADE DISCLOSURES. 

NO. V. 

The Carrying Trade. 

The documents before us quote, 
from a letter of Mr. Slaeum to Mr. 
Upsher, of October 5, 1843, the fol- 
lowing passage : 

" To the inquiry, why American 
vessels are preferred and sought af- 
ter by the slave dealers, and why 
they are willing to pay such high 
prices for them, it may be answered, 
that no other flag carries with it the 
same immunities. The flag of the 
powers, parties to the quintuple trea- 
ty, affords no protection against de- 
lention, search and capture. So 
with Brazil and Portugal. Hence 
the slave dealer looks to our com- 
inercial marine to enable him to 



carry on the trade — I mean so far as 
regards the transportation hence to 
Africa of the necessary equipments, 
provisions^ water and vessels. Hav- 
ing once got these indispensable ad- 
juncts to the traffic to the coast, half 
the risk is over. He must then take 
his chance for the other half — that is, 
the return voyage — and in which he 
is very often successful." 

The fact is, that *' American ves- 
sels are preferred and sought after," 
not only ** by the slave dealers," but 
by all who wish to send goods from 
Brazil to Africa; and for the reason 
assigned by Mr. Slaeum. To under- 
stand this subject, we must look at 
some of the provisions of the famous 
" quintuple treaty." 

According to the treaty, vessels 
belonging to either of the five pow- 
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en are liable to be searched, detained, 
and sent in for condemnation, by the 
craisers of either of those powers, 
commissioned for that purpose. 
Article IX provides that every vessel 
thus detained shall be deemed a sla- 
ver, unless proof be given to the con- 
trary, if she has on board, or has had 
on board during the voyage, hatches 
with open gratings ; too many di- 
visions, or bulk-heads ; spare planks, 
fitted for being laid down as a slave 
deck ; shackles, bolts, or handcuffs ; 
water, water casks, mess tubs, cook- 
ing apparatus, provisions of several 
kinds, or matting, in larger quanti- 
ties than is necessary for the use of 
the crew, unless the same shall be 
entered on the ship's manifest, as a 
part of the trading cargo; or, with 
respect to the water casks, unless se- 
curity shall have been given, before 
the commencement of the voyage, 
that they shall be used only for palm 
oil, or other lawful purposes. 

That many of these things might 
easily be on board of an innocent 
vessel, is perfectly obvious. The 
treaty, therefore, expressly allows 
the master and owners to prove their 
innocence. But article XI provides, 
that even if they do prove their inno- 
cence, **no compensation for losses, 
damages or expenses, consequent 
upon the detention of such vessels, 
shall in any case be granted." 

Article XIII provides, that when 
it shall be proved that a vessel ^* was 
searched and detained illegally, or 
without sufficient cause of suspicion; 
or that the search and detention were 
attended with abuse or vexation," the 
tribunal before which the trial is had, 
shall award damage, to be paid by 
the government to which the cruiser 
belongs. But if the court shall be of 
opinion that the cruiser had *' suffi- 
cient cause" to suspect the vessel 
of being engaged in the slave trade, 
and that there was no "abuse or vex- 
ation^* in addition to the '' search 



I and detention," it provides no re- 
medy. 

Article XIV provides, that when a 
cruiser shall search a vessel, and 
finding nothing against her, shall lei 
her go, damages shall be paid for any 
" abuse or vexation" that shall have 
been committed; but for any loss, 
damage, or inconvenience, arising 
from the search itself, when attended 
with no unnecessary act of ** abuse 
or vexation," provides no remedy. 

It appears, then, that an innocent 
vessel, belonging to any of those five 
powers, is liable to be stopped on 
her voyage by a cruiser, and searched 
till all hope of her condemnation 
vanishes ; and, provided it be done in 
a gentlemanly way, without *^ abuse 
or vexation,'' she has no remedy ; 
and that many innocent vessels are 
liable, not only to be searched, bui 
to be seized, carried into port, re- 
quired to prove their innocence, and 
after having proved it, to be dis- 
charged without compensation for 
any *' losses, damages or expenses, 
consequent upon the detention." 
'* So with Brazil and Portugal,'' Mr. 
Slacum adds; and he might have 
added— -so with Spain. 

On the contrary, no cruiser can 
interfere in any way with an Ameri- 
can vessel, engaged in lawful com- 
merce, without subjecting his go- 
vernment to the payment of all dam- 
ages consequent upon his interference. 
As Mr. Slacum says, '* no other flag 
carries with it the same immunities." 
There is a very good reason, there- 
fore, why American vessels should 
be " preferred and sought after," by 
all persons wishing to send goods 
from South America, or indeed, from 
any part of the world, to Africa. 

Mr. Wise says : 

" It is alleged, moreover, that the 
obvious effect, if not design, of the 
British effoits on the African coast 
is not so much to suppress the Afri- 
can slave trade, as to monopolize the 



■^K^^^^^B^^^ 



184fi.] 



* African Slave Trade. 



23 



African commeree, and particolarly 
to exclude the trade there of the 
United Slates." 

Should the United Slates accede 
to the "quintuple treaty," or any 
treaty with similar provisions, it 
would be in the power of British 
cruisers to effect that object com- 
pletely, and without danger to them- 
selves. Nothing would be necessary, 
but to presume that every British 
vessel is engaged in lawful commerce, 
and to suspect and search every 
American vessel found in those seas. 
This might be done at the caprice of 
any British lieutenant, or at the in- 
stigation of any British trader, who 
wishes to embarrass his commercial 
rivals. Notwithstanding all the cla- 
mor that has been raised on the sub- 
ject, our government is fullyjustified 
in refusing to enter into any such 
treaty. 

Some may be surprised to learn, 
that the leading powers of Europe 
should have assented to the provisions 
of the *• quintuple treaty." The ex- 
planation of the mystery is not diffi- 
cult. Great Britian assents to it, 
because she is the gainer by it, as it 
places the commerce of that part of 
the world at the mercy of her cruis- 
ers. Russia, Prussia and Austria 
assent to it, because they have no 
trade in those seas, worth mention- 
ing, to be injured by it. There are 
probably half a dozen ports in the 
United States, either of which has 
more commerce with Africa than 
all those powers put together. 
France, on thinking a second time, 
refused to ratify the treaty, and is 
now insisting that even the more 
limited right of search, provided for 
by former treaties, shall be given up. 
And even in Great Britain the opin- 
ion is fast gaining ground, that such 
treaties are useless, inexpedient, vex- 
atious, and ought to be abandoned. 

One more article will close this ' 
series. 



THE LATE SLAVE TRADE DISCLOSURES. 

VI. 

These disclosures, and the facts 
which we have placed in connexion 
with them, seem to authorize some 
important conclusions. 

1. Great Britain is not so irre- 
proachable in this matter, as she 
claims to be, and as it is fashionable 
to give her credit for being. That 
her government, and a large majority 
of her people, sincerely desire the 
abolition of the slave trade, there is 
no reason to doubt. She denies that 
Africans, taken by her cruisers on 
board of slave ships, are made *^ ap- 
prentices" in her West Indian and 
South American colonies. Still, it is 
certain that, instead of making them 
free in Africa, she virtually compels 
them to join the gangs on her sugar 
plantations in those colonies, under 
the name of free laborers, and under 
circumstances which excite suspicion 
that their freedom is little more than 
a name. Her *• head money" sys- 
tem presents a strong temptation to 
her cruisers, to encourage the embark- 
ation of slaves, in the hope of getting 
rich by their capture. Her- manu- 
facturers and merchants furnish the 
greater part of the goods with which 
the trade is carried on ; her capital- 
ists furnish the credit, by which 
business is facilitated; while her 
brokers and commission meruhants 
manage those parts of the business 
which come within their line. And 
finally, her laws allow free commerce 
with slave traders, in almost every 
article which the latter need to pur* 
chase ; so that the agent of a slave 
trader may buy back the equipments 
of his captured slave ship, and, un- 
less there has been a change with- 
in three or four years, even the 
slave ship herself, when sold at 
auction under the authority of the 
British government. 

2. The charges against the legis- 
lation and diplomacy of the United 

II States, in relation to the slave trade, 
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are not sustained. There may have 
heen a want of energy in executing 
our laws on the African coast, and 
on the line of the slave traders across 
the Atlantic; though this is rather 
suspected than proved. It may be, 
that through this want of energy, 
some American ship which has 
turned slaver, has escaped capture ; 
though it is probable, from a consid- 
eration of all the evidence, that the 
transportation of slaves, or of slave- 
trading equipments, in vessels owned 
by Americans, has been a very rare 
occurrence. When they have aided 
that traffic, it has been by the con- 
veyance of goods which are also used 
in lawful commerce. But when 
slaves are recaptured by our cruisers, 
they are made free in Africa. By 
our laws, our flag affords no protec- 
tion to any vessel engaged in the 
slave trade. And by an explicit un- 
derstanding with the British govern- 
ment, any vessel suspected of carrying 
false colors, may be visited to ascerr 
tain her nationality, on the very 
terms proposed by Great Britain 
herself; except that, when the sus* 
pected vessel proves to be an honest 
American trader, we shall persist in 
calling the visit an uniTUeniional 
wrongs instead of admitting it to be 
the exercise of a right. 

3. The slave trade is so mixed 
up and interwoven with the opera- 
tions of honest commerce, that no 
possible legislation can effectually 
l^eparate them. It is impossible to 
devise laws which shall forbid every 
thing from which the slave trade 
may derive facilities, and yet leave 
honest commerce as free as the good 
of the world requires it to be. There 
is, and from the nature of the case 
there must be, a large class of transac- 
tions, furnishing incidental aid to this 
traffic, which violate no human en- 
actment, and which are morally 
isriminal or innocent, according to 



the secret intentions of those con- 
cerned in them. 

4. The suppression of the slave 
trade, on the system hitherto pur- 
sued, is a hopeless undertaking. So 
long as slaves can be bought in Afri- 
ca, and sold in any other part of the 
world at an enormous profit, the means 
of transporting them will be found. 

The abolition of slavery in South 
America and the West Indies, would 
stop the slave trade across the Atlan- 
tic. Its abolition in the Turkish 
Empire, would stop the trade from 
the Barbaiy coast through the Medi- 
terranean, and the greater part of that 
which passes through Egypt. Its 
abolition in Arabia, Persia and Cen- 
tral Asia would probably stop for the 
greater part of what passes through 
the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean ; 
though our information concerning 
the present state of the trade to re- 
gions still further east, is very im- 
perfect. It is evident that the trade 
will not soon be brought to an end 
in this way. And if it were, the 
greatest slave trade in the world, the 
internal trade in Africa, would re- 
main untouched. 

The only effectual remedy availa- 
ble before the millenium, is to take 
possession of the coast, change all 
the slave marts into seats of civili- 
zation, and thus render the embarka- 
tion of slaves impossible. The great 
terror of the coast, the unhealthiness 
of the climate, may be overcome by 
settling the coast with civilized men 
of African descent. The expense 
would be a trifle, compared with 
what has already been expended on 
the present system. This remedy 
would not only efliect its irpipediate 
object, the suppression of the foreign 
slave trade, but would gradually ex- 
tend its influence into Africa, and 
would abolish slavery itself in the 
land of its origin. 

The greatest obstacle to this reme- 
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dy is found in the fact, that seTend 
of the principal slave marts in Africa 
belong to Portugal; and Portugal 
will neither give them up nor change 
their character. But the ability of 
Portugal to refuse, and even to exist 
as a sovereign state, is derived from 
her alliance with Great Britain. Let 
Britain say, decidedly, that the thing 
must and shall be done, and Portu- 
gal dare not refuse. But if this 
should be insufficient ; if Portugal 
would still persist, it would be no 
violation of any sound principle of 
international morality for the great 
powers of Christendom to pronounce 
Portugal a moral felon ^ an outlaw 
from the commonwealth of nations ; 
to take possession of all her territo- 
ries at home and abroad, and estab- 
lish for them a government which 
would do its duty. 

P. S. — One word more on " ap- 



prenticeship.*' A correspondent of 
the Baltimore Sun, writing from the 
United States brig Truztun, March 
28th, says of recaptured Africans :— 
'•The English get about $25 per 
head, and $26 per ton prize money. 
They take their prizes to Sierra 
Leone, while their crews are turn- 
ed adrift— ^the negroes are sent 
in transports to the West India 
colonies, hired to the planters for 
seven years, and then made sol- 
diers of. This appienticing the 
slaves pays the expenses and prise 
money of the African squadron, 
and peoples their plantations with 
blacks." 

Still, as Sir Robert Peel asserts, 
THE apprenticeship act has been re- 
pealed ! This hiring out for seven 
years is another system, of later in- 
vention, and goes by another name 
in England. 



[From the Herald or Religious Liberty.] 
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To those who have read the above 
and who admit its truth we would 
say, there is a portion of the world 
to which we would earnestly draw 
your attention, viz : Africa. It is not 
the only dark place on the globe. 
No ; but it is very dark^ and long 
years of trafficing in blood have 
given a fearful, gloomy horror to that 
darkness ; and, perhaps, as a nation, 
we have something particularly to 
answer for in regard to that dark- 
ness. We did not originate the 
slave trade. No ! thafik God ! ! ! 
but are we altogether clear in this 
matter ? Here we will say but little, 
that our readers may think the more ; 
but/Ata, perhaps, may be said, that 
at this very hour^ in defiance of our 
own laws, American ingenuity and 
enterprize and capital are engaged in 
this *Memonizing and demoraliz- 



ing traffic,'* and that to an extent, 
we believe, far greater than most 
persons would conceive to be possi- 

ble. 

In view, then, of all the wrongs 
of Africa, and particularly of the 
share in those wrongs which may, 
in the sight of Heaven, be charge- 
able against us as a people — perad- 
venture if all the claims of all the 
world were presented before us, 
none would speak more 'Mrumpet- 
tongued" — none commend them- 
selves more powerfully to the Chris- 
tian heart than those of Africa. 

What can be done for Africa. 
—God has shut the door against the 
white missionary there ! ! ! The 
past appears to have proved this. 
What, then, though it be certain 
death to the white, it is most invi- 
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ting to the colored man ; and to this 
agency we must have recourse, if 
we would accomplish aught. We 
rejoice to know, that in the total ab- 
sence of the white man, still the 
missionary cause is now flourishing 
in Liberia, Should not, then, our 
efibits be to lend every assistance 
to prepare and send forth colored 
missionaries ; men to whom the cli- 
mate will be congenial, towards 
whom the sympathies of the colo- 
nists and natives of Africa would 
naturally flow forth, and who would 
throw around them the healthful in- 
fluences of education as well as re- 
ligion. 

THB PROBABLB PROFITS OF THE 

INVESTMENT.— ** The children of 
this world are wise ;" and why may 
not Christians learn from them ? — 
they inquire into the probable profits, 
before they embark in any specula- 
tion—we may then ask, what will 
be the probable gain arising from an 
investment in this Christian enter- 
prize ? We believe it would not 
take much ingenuity to prove, that 
every dollar thus laid out, from the 
nature of the case, would result in 
pecuniary profit to our country and 
to individuals ; but we dare not in- 
sult ihe Christian by presenting this 



as a motive to action in the ease ; 
but, over and above the ordinary in** 
ducements, it would seem that there 
are many happy results to flow from 
well directed action in this case. 

You aid in providing a home for 
the African, where he will be free 
from all that in this land tends to 
prevent him from rising in the scale 
of humanity. To the same extent 
you benefit your own land by the 
voluntary removal of those whose 
presence here is not desirable, for 
their own sakes or for ours. 

You adopt the only apparent effi- 
ciency for Christianizing and, ne- 
cessarily, civilizing the now benight- 
ed nations of Africa. 

Imagination can scarcely picture 
what will soon become the reality 
and the romance of history in re- 
gard to Africa. If the Christian en- 
ergy of the American churches be 
directed to the accomplishment of 
what is entirely practicable in this 
matter, the face of things will soon 
begin to change, and well governed 
nations, in the enjoyment of all the 
blessings of Christianity, and dis- 
pensing those blessings to those 
around them, will take the place of 
all that now pains the eye and sad- 
dens the heart of the Christian when 
he looks upon the map of Africa. 



[From the Christian Mirror, Portland, Maine.] 

€on'otxBion of Sifxita. 



The Rev. J. B. Pinney, formerly 
a missionary to A frica, and for some 
time Governor of Liberia, spent the 
last Sabbath and the Monday follow- 
ing in this city. He preached in the 
three congregational churches on the 
Sabbath, and was listened to with 
fixed and delighted interest by large 
assemblies. It was our privilege to 
hear him afternoon and evening. 
His text in the afternoon was the 



words : ** Egypt shall send forth her 
princes ; Ethiopia shall soon stretch 
out her hands unto God." He con- 
sidered it made certain by prophecy, 
and numerous promises of God, that 
the inhabitants of that dark land will 
one day become the willing subjects 
of Christ's kingdom. His remarks 
assumed that this would be efl*ected 
by means. He took notice of some 
of the obstacles which oppose the 
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success of missionary efforts. First 
and foremost he placed the slave trade, 
and showed clearly that, wherever 
this vile and infamous traffic was 
continued, next to nothinj^ was to be 
hoped from any endeavors to pro- 
pagate the gospel. The petty and 
barbarous wars which it excited and 
fostered, kept the nations in perpetu- 
al fear or frenzy ; as not a town or 
village was not liable, any night, to 
be devastated bv fire and sword and 
captivity. 

Another serious obstacle was the 
climate. This is almost universally 
fatal to Europeans and Americans. 
Of 62 missionaries (if we rightly re- 
member the number, who had gone 
from this country) 42 died in a few 
months after landing; and of the 20 
survivors, 18 had returned to their 
own country with broken down 
constitutions. Numerous other dif- 
ficulties lie in the way of this great 
work. 

But there were encouragements 
also, such that no Christian should 
despair of the work being accom- 
plished. Mr. P. had himself found in 
visiting various districts of Western 
Africa, a desire, and a demand for 
missionaries, so very urgent, that he 
could find locations for a very large 
number. And some of the chiefs 
would take no denial. With great 
ingenuity they would dispose of 
objection after objection, till he was 
left with no alternative but a plain 
refusal. In one case, when the head 
man was told, that there was no 
place near him where a white man 
could live, except a specified emi- 
nence, which was then occupied 
with a village comprising 2,000 in- 
habitants, he promptly replied: "If 
}ou will only say that you will 
come,before to-morrow's sun lightens 
the tops of the trees, that village shall 
all be removed !" 

The Providence of God has done 
much in the way of preparation. In 



Sierra Leone, for instance, the recap- 
tured Africans there collected and 
under instruction, are from various 
and distant districts of that continent^ 
speaking as many of the almost 
countless variety of dialectn^^being 
in this respect somewhat analogous 
to the multitude at Jerusalem who 
heard the apostles on the day of 
Pentecost. These would, in due 
time, disperse to their native homes, 
and carry with them a knowledge of 
the gospel. He spoke of visiting a 
school there, taught by a young Af- 
rican, who had been taken from a 
slave ship, and containing 200 pupils 
*— about half its usual number. It 
was finely arranged and successfully 
taught. Their singing was incom- 
parably sweet; and the theoretical 
skill of many of them great. They 
could not only read music, and sinjar 
by rule, but could write music— could 
compose tunes. 

The evening discourse was found- 
ed on Isaiah xlv, 14. Thus saith the 
Lord, the labor of Egypt and the 
merchandise of Ethiopia, and of the 
Sabeans, men of stature, shall come 
over unto thee, and they shall be 
thine: they shall come after thee; 
in chains shall they come over, and 
they shall fall down unto thee, they 
shall make supplication unto thee, 
saying, surely God is in thee, and 
there is none else : there is no God. 
This language he showed to be truly 
descriptive of facts of a much more 
recent date than the age of Cyrus. 
No sooner had the pilgrim fathers 
come to this western continent for 
the enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty, and the establishment of the 
church of God, than Africans were 
wrested from their homes and brought 
to this country, in chains, i. e. as 
captives, or slaves; and though 
wickedness prompted the measure, 
and wicked men executed it, it 
would, he was confident, be over- 
ruled by God for great good to Afri- 
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ca. He made it apparent that there 
was an immense difference between 
the blacks here and in their native 
land, in regard to religious knowledge. 
The very return of the Sabbath here, 
once in seven days, and the sight of 
people going up to the house of God, 
though not instructed by direct ef- 
forts, would, of itself, give them some 
knowledge of religious things, 
enough to make their condition in- 
comparably preferable to the native 
Africans in their native homes. He 
gave some facts to demonstrate the 
truth of this assertion ; and many 
others to show that those who had 
gone back from this country, and who 
fluay hereafter go, are likely to be the 
fittest instruments for the conversion 
of Africans. It is a singular fact, that 
most of the efficient agents, as go- 
vernors, preachers and teachers^ have 
been taken from among the colonists. 
White- men have lived only long 
enough to make a beginning, and 
give counsel for the prosecution of 
these benevolent enterprises; co- 
lored colonists have done the work, 
and to good purpose. 

On Monday evening, Mr. Pinney 
gave a lecture on African coloniza- 
tion in the City Hall. We shall not 
attempt to state the points he made 
and demonstrated, as we ardently 
hope he will give many such lectures 
before he leaves the State. He cer- 



tainly has some rare qualifications for 
his work-^perfect knowledge of hi» 
subject, and more, than most men, of 
the continent of Africa and its inhabi- 
tants, climate and productions — a 
deeply humane feeling, the most just 
and impartial human sympathies, 
which ardently long for and strive 
to secure the enfranchisement and 
social elevation of the colored race — 
a keen sensibility to their wrongs, 
and a heart and tongue to defend their 
right to the common attributes of 
humanity, and their original equality 
with the rest of the human family. 
Mr. P. is no speculator. He deads 
in facts and established principles, 
and not in hypothesis. He draws 
no positive inference but from a solid 
basis. He leaves a delightful im- 
pression — breathing much of his own 
good temper and humane and Chris- 
tian spirit into his auditors. The 
effect of his labors is, to bind man 
to his fellow men by ties of kindred 
sympathy, instead of introducing an 
element of repulsion, and setting one 
man and class of men at varience with 
another. He exemplifies the fraternal 
feeling, and wakens such a feeling to- 
wards colored men. He is earnest, 
and, as we doubt not, sincere. A 
man must be infected with the most 
incurable come-out-ism not to be 
pleased with him. 
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AmnvEBSAKV or the Vermont Colo- 
KizATiON Society.— We find the follow- 
ing notice of the Anniversary of the Ver- 
mont Colonization Society, in the Vermont 
Chronicle. We learn from private letters 
that the meeting was the most interesting 
that they have ever held. We hope soon 
to be able to lay the Annual Report 
and a sketch of the addresses made on the 
occasion before our readers. It is very 
desirable that they should raise the $1,000 



necessary to entitle them to a delegation in 
the next Board of Directors of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, as that will be a 
very important meeting and will need all 
the talent and influence it can command 
from every section of the country. 

The Vermont Colonization Society held 
its 26tb anniversary on Thursday evening 
in the Brick Church; Hon. Samuel (j. 
Crafts, President of the society, being in 
the chair. Rev. B. B. Newton read a 
Hymn and led the assembly in prayer. 
Rev. J. K, Converse, Secretary of the so- 
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eiety, read the annual report. It gave 
a history of the society, its origin and pro- 
gress, stated what had been done the past 
year, and referred to its future prospects 
and to that of the cause generally, which 
it presented as highly encouraging. The 
Treasurer was not present to give his re- 
port, but the Secretary stated that a little 
over $600 had been raised the past year, 
chiefly through the agency of Dea. Samuel 
Tracy, agent of the society. The report 
was one of special interest to the firiends 
of the society, and those who were present 
who do not rank themselves among its 
friends, must have felt that the Secretary 
exhibited an honest zeal in the cause, and 
ably presented its interests. 

After the reading of the report. Rev. 
Joseph Tracy, Secretary of the Massachu- 
setts Colonization Society, made statements 
relating to the progress of the cause in Mas- 
sachusetts ; also in relation to the prospects 
of the Parent Society, both of which he 
represented as fining renewed favor 
with the community. Kev. Mr. Peck, of 
the Methodist connexion, followed in an 
address of some length, at the close of which 
a resolution was adopted to raise $1,000 in 
the state during the coming: year, $100 
of which was pledged by the Secretary for 
himself and the friends of the cause in Bur- 
lington, and $100 by Mr. J. P. Fairbanks, 
of St. Johnsbury, in behalf of the friends 
of the cause in Caledonia county. 

A contribution having been taken, the 
society adjourned, after having elected the 
usual officers. Hon. Samuel C. Crafts 
was chosen President, and Rev. J. K. Con- 
yerse, Secretary. 

Prospects brightening in Indiana. 
— ^It is now a long time since any system- 
atic efforts have been made to raise funds for 
colonization, or to awaken any interest 
on the subject in the rising and prosperous 
state of Indiana. The consequence has 
been that very little has been done there, 
and many persons had come to the 
conclusion that the Society had ceased 
operations. Lately, however, we have 
secured the services of an active and ener- 
getic agent, who has just commenced oper- 
ations, and from the following resolutions 
adopted at a meeting of the leading gentle- 
men of Indianapolis, we are assured that 
something important may be expected from 
the revival of the cause in that state. 

At a meeting of the Directors and officers 
of the Indiana Colonization Society, resi- 
dent at Indianapolis, and several friends of 



the African colonization enterprize, held 
at the office of Hon. Isaac Blackford in In- 
dianapolis, on Wednesday, November 3, 
1845, Hon. Isaac Blackford, President of 
the State Society, presiding, James M. Ray, 
Secretaiy. 

Rev. B. P. Kavanaugh, of the Methodist 
£piscopal Church, presents his commission 
as an agent of the American Colonization 
Society, with instructions advisine his act- 
ing in behalf of the Society in the state 
of Indiana, and Wisconsin Teritory,^in 
co-operation with the friends of the cause. 
After a full conference with the agent 
the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the enterprize of African 
colonization has been, and is now, manifest- 
ly and unquestionably successful in its ten- 
dency to suppress the slave trade, to civi- 
lize and Christianize Africa, and to afford a 
home of independence and usefulness to 
the free colored population of this country, 
and to the enslavea who may be emancipa- 
ted with a view to emigration. 

Resolved, That the Rev. B. P. Kavanaugh 
is heaitily welcome to this state, as agent of 
the American Colonization Society, duly 
and fully authorized and recommended, and 
he is hereby earnestly commended to the 
active co-operation oi all persons friendly 
to the benevolent objects of the Society. 

Resolved, That the pastors of all denomi- 
nations of Christians m this state be, and 
thej* are hereby very respectfully requested 
to give the Rev. B. P. Kavanaugh an oppor- 
tunity of submitting the claims of the colo- 
nization enterprize before the benevolent 
and Christian community of this state. 

Resolved, That the editors of the news- 
papers of this state, of all political parties, 
be, and they are hereby very respectfully 
requested to call public attention to the 
claims of the African colonization enter- 
prize, by original and selected articles on 
the subject. 

Resolved, That the formation of county 
societies, and the re-orsanization of the 
state society, are desirable and advised. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
of the resident directors and officers of the 
state society and other friends of the cause 
at this place, for co-operation with the 
Rev. Mr. Kavanaugh, until the re-organi- 
zation of the state society ; which commit- 
tee shall consist of the Hon. Isaac Blackford, 
President, Isaac Coe, Treasurer, James M. 
Ray, Secretary, William Sheets, Samuel 
Merrill and James Blake, managers, with 
his Excellency, James Whitcomb, Hoa. 
William W. Wick, John Cook and John 
Wilkins, £sqs. 

Resolved, That the kind and hospitable 
attention of all'friends of the African colo- 
nization enterprize in this state is special- 
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ly requested for the Rev. Mi Kavanau^h 
in his efforts ; and the proprietors of public 
conveyances are particularly invited to 
transport the agent in his tours through the 
8tate» in advancing his object, free of 
charge. 

Resolvedt That the members of Congress 
of this state. Senators and Representatives, 
be, and they are hereby appointed delegates 
to represent the Indiana Colonization So- 
ciety and the friends of the cause in this 
state, at the Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society at Washington 
City during the approaching winter, wnich 
meeting they are very respectfully invited 
to attend. 

Heaolvedf That the editors of newspapers 
in this state be, and they are hereby respect- 
fully requested to publish these proceedings. 

And the meeting adjourned. 

ISAAC BLACKFORD, 

President. 

James M. Rat, 

Secretary. 

Resolutions of the Kentucky 
Synod on Colonization. — Our Synod 
passed unanimously the following preamble 
and resolutions on the subject of Coloniza- 
tion : 

*• Whereas, the subject of the coloniza- 
tion of the free people of color, now in the 
United States, upon the coast of Africa, 
is an enterprize which, in our opinion, is 
fraught with incalculable good to the co- 
lored race, now on our continent, as well 
as on that of Africa ; and therefore com- 
mends itself to the patronage of the philan- 
thropic and good : 



And whereas, in an experiment of more 
than 20 years, Liberia and its appendages, 
have demonstrated the practicability of the 
enterprize, as well as its immense impor- 
tance in the light of a missionary scheme, 
to the benighted millions of Amca ; and 
thence appeals strongly to the benevolence 
of the churches : 

And whereas Liberia and the adjacent 
colonies, in their present well arranged 
and established political organizations, 
afford a strong inducement to our colored 
race to emigrate, as they promise them a 
secure asylum from those civil and social 
disabilities under which they labor here, 
and but for this scheme, hopelessly, so far 
as we can see : therefore, 

Resolvedy 1. That the enterprize of Afri- 
can Colonization demands the prayers and 
sympathies of all good men, and is hereby 
commended, as thus deserving, to the 
churches under our care. 

2. That our people in general, and our 
ministers in particular, be recommended to 
use what influence they can command, in 
giving it favor with ourcoloredpopulation, 
by explaining its nature, diffusing informa- 
tion, and answering objections. 

3. That our congregations be recommend- 
ed to co-operate heartily with any accredit- 
ed agent of the American Colonization 
Society, that may come among us. 

4. That our ministers be recommended 
to preach on, or as near as may be, the 4th 
of July, annually, on the subject of Colo- 
nization and to raise collections in aid of 
its funds. 
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By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 
South Berwick — John Frost, 60 

cts., John Hubbard, .^1, Dea. J. 

Plummer, $2, Dea. Norton, $\. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

By Capt. Greorge Barker: — 

Peterborough — Rev. Abiel Abbot, 
balance of subscription to con- 
stitute him a life member of the 
A.C.S 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 

East Hanover — Cash 

Lyme — Rev. E. Tenney 

Hampton — Mrs. Z. Shaw, $»1, 
cash, 13 cts., Josiah Lane, 25 
cts 

Porfomou^A-^Ladies in North Ch. 
by Miss Mary C. Rogers, $14, 
Daniel B. Rogers, annual sub- 
scription, $10, Jacob Cutter, 



4 50 



20 00 

25 
1 50 



1 88 



31 00 



10 00 



Daniel Knight, each $1, Hon. 
Ichabod Goodwin, $5 

Chester — Mrs. Persis Bell, bal- 
ance to constitute her a life 
member of the A. C. S 

Cornish — Josiah Stone, 50 cts., 
Mrs. E. Stone, 12 cts., Mrs. F. 
Ripley, $3, H. B. Wellman, 20 
cts., Lucy Wellman, 10 cts., 
Miss Eliza Wellman, $5 

Hanover— Mi9. Sarah Olcot,$10, 
Prof. C. B. Haddock, $2, Prof. 
A. Crosby, $2 14 00 
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VERMONT. 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 
IVeathersfieid— Hon. Wm. Jarvis, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
By Rev. J. B. Pinney: — 
Newbury and Newburypert^iiiB. 
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Leverett, R. Robinson, Paul 
^impson, John Porter, John 
Harrod, Josiah Little, each $10, 
Micajah Lunt, Ewd. S. Rand, 
Robert Bailey, W. B. Banister, 
each $5, Ebenezer Stone, Geo. 
Greenleaf, Joshua Hall, Bel- 
ville Friend, each $2, Michael 
Titcomb, Ebenezer Hale, A. W. 
Miltimore, each 1, Mrs. C. 
W. Storey, Mrs. Moses Emery, 
Jacob Greenleaf, each $2, 
Moses Atkinson, $3, John N. 

Gushing,^ 102 00 

By Capt. George Barker: — 
Haverhill — Hon. James Duncan, 
3d payment on life* membership, 
$5, Miss Lydia White, 2d 
payment on life-membership, 
$3, David Marsh, Esq., 3d 
payment on life-membership, 
;$5, Mrs. E. C. Ames, $1, 
Mrs. B. Cailton, $1, Mrs. Tag- 
pjert, 50 cents, Mrs. Alfred 
Kittredge, $3, Miss Sarah Noyes 

Kittredge. 50 cents 19 00 

Brarf/brd— Miss Mary Hasseltine, 
$3, Miss A. Hasseltine, $1 50, 
Samuel Lovejoy, 2d payment on 

life-membership, $10 14 50 

Newburyport — Captain Micajah 

Lunt 10 00 

Northampton — From the estate of 
the late Rev. J. L. Pomeroy, by 
Lewis Strong, administrator. . . 159 00 



NEW YORK. 
State Colonization Society, per 

Moses Allen, Treasurer 387 80 

NEW JERSEY. 
Jersey City — John Savory & son. 80 02 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
PhUadelphia^SiSiie Col. Society, * 

by Paul T. Jones, Esq., Tr 250 00 

VIRGINIA. 
Frederick Pan«A-Collectionby the 

Rev. W. G. H. Jones, Rector. . 57 00 
Shepherdsioum — Contri bution of 
the Old School Pres. Church, by 
the Rev. Jos. M. Atkinson. ... 20 00 
Big Lick — Rev. Urias Powers, 
an. subscription lor 1845-*46. . . 20 00 



RHODE ISLAND. 

Newport — Christopher Fay, per 

Capt. Geo. Barker 

CONNECTICUT. 

By Rev J. B. Pinney : — 

GtttZ/ord!— Frederick Griffin, $10, 
R. Frisbie, Rev. E. E. Hall, J. 
Tuttle, Esq., each $5, Henry 
Chittenden, S. Johnson, eacn 
$2, Jasper Monroe, $1, Dr. 
W. Talcott, $3 

Madi8on—J}x. B. Weld, $5, cash 
$5, Henry Scran ton, Mrs. B. 
Church, each $2, Thomas 
Scranton, J. L. Church, Mrs. 
Betsy Lee, H. Scranton, C. W. 
Hard, Wm. C. Bushnell, I. R. 
Freeman, Charles H. Minor, 
Joel L. Dewey, Thos. W. Dowd, 
W. L. Dowd, T. Meigs, I. T. 
Lee, I. R. Wilcox, A. C. Wil- 
cox, D. R. Meigs, Col. J. Scran- 
ton, I. S. Wilcox, B. Hart, G. B. 
Dudley, Dea. Griswold, each 
$1, Jos. Dowd, 50 cents 

Nonvalk — Collection in Congre* 
gational Church 



304 50 
2 00 



33 00 



35 50 
31 00 



99 60 



97 00 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Natchez — Stephen Duncan, Esq., 
toward the $15,000 subscrip- 
tion for purchase, of territory... 1,000 00 
LewiwiUe — Mrs. D. G. Godden, 
balance of legacy 104 00 

1,104 00 

KENTUCKY. 
By Rev. A.M. Cowan : — 
Warren Co. — Jonathan Hobson, 
$25, Thomas Rogers, Samuel 
Barclay, each $10. J . D. Hines, 
$7, Rev. J. M. Pendleton, Z. 
Smith, Mrs. V.M. Smith, Hon. 
H. Grider, Judge J. R. Under- 
wood, J. H. Gi-aham, J. K. Mc- 
Goodwin, each $5, W. Cook, 
$2 50, G. M. Howadith, J. 

Bumam, each $2 98 50 

Logan Co. — H. Barclay, M. B. 
Morton, G. W. Norton, J. M. 
Wilson, Mrs. T. P. Bibb, each 
$5, Major Atkinson, W. Ryan, 
Rev. S. Baker, B. C. Riter, W. 
Owen, J. M. Bell, C. A. Wilson, 
each $2, Mrs. Higgins, Mrs. 
Graham, Mrs. Sevens, Mrs. 
Leach, W. Norton, E. R. Sump- 
ter, R. Willis, Mrs. Benedict, 
R. Bowden, each, $1, Dr. Pres- 
ton, Mr. Watts, Mr. Blair, Mr. 
Vick, Mr. Seveign, each 50 cts., 

collection, $14 30 64 80 

Todd Co.—F, M. Bristow, Esq. . 00 
Manon Co. — Rev. S. B. Robinson, 
$5, L. B. Walker, J. McMur- 
ray, each $2, J. Witbrow, J. 
Young, A. B. McElroY, J. Jack- 
son, each $1, G. PhilUps, 8S 

cts., S. Ray, 25 cents 18 68 

Mercer Co. — Rev. Mr. Shannon, 
£. HertherooD, B. Passmore, A. 
Robertson, J. Curry, W. Mc- 
Afee, each $5, H. H.White, 
$3, W. Davies, Mrs. J. L. 
Moore, each $2, J. Bryant, W. 
Daniel, T. H. Brown, S. Wal- 
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ker, each $1, H. Woods, cash, 

each 50 cents 42 00 

Boyle Co, — Charles Henderson^ 
Henry Goodloe, each 020, Jno. 
Fry, C. Gore, Mrs. V. Shelby, 
Jessee Smith, each $10, J. B. 
Graham, ^, B. Crow, J. M. 
Nichols, S. W. Caldwell, J. P* 
Mitchell, Mrs. M. J. Cowan, 
each $5, W. £. Crawford, P. C< 
Lattimore, J. L. Tucker, each 
$1, J. Briscow, 42 cts.. Ladies' 
Society of Danville, by J, A. 

Jacobs, Esq., $48 60 168 92 

Lincoln Co. — ^Evan Shelby 5 00 

Fayette Cb.— John Norton 5 00 

Clark Co.—S. F. Taylor, D. 
Spharr, A. Biackwell, each 

$20 60 00 

Jefferson Co. — Robert N. Miller^ 
I. P. Miller, Mrs. M. MUier, 
each $5 15 00 

467 85 
OHIO. 

CAi^teotAe—Abner Wesson, Esq.. 20 00 

MISSOURI. 

IfarsAoU ^Legacy left the Society 
by Dabney Finley, dec'd,"by 
Asa Finley, administrator. . . . 100 00 

Total Contributions .... 2,964 22 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Maine. — By Capt. Geo. Barker 
— East ThomasUm-MTS. Joshna 
Abby, to, Jan., '46, $1 50. 
— Limington — Rev. Franklin 
Yeaton, in full $5 6 50 

New Hampshire. — By Dea. 
Sam'l Tracy — HaverhiU — Hon. 
John Page, for '46, $1 50. 
Hampton FaUs^^'Rew. Z. Jones, 
for '46, $1 50. Portsmouth— J, 
Morrison, to Jan . , '46, $3 . Do- 
ver — Jiioses Paul, Esq., to Jan., 
'46, $3. Durham — Rev. A. 
Tobey, on account,$2^ V. Smith, 
on account, $1 60. Cornish 
Flat— J. B. Wellman, to June, 
•46, 75 cents. Hanover — Mrs. 
Brown and Mrs. Chamberlain, 
$150 14 76 

MAssACHUSETTs.-By Capt. Geo. 
Barker — Newburyport — Ge orge 
Emery, for 1846, $1 60, New- 
buryport Col. Society, $2 76^ 
James Caldwell, to Jan., '47, 
$1 50, Capt. Thomas Buntin, for 
1846-'46, $8, Rev. D.Dana, 
D. D. for 1846-'46, $3, Moody 
Pearson, for 1846, $1 60, Robt. 
Robinson, for 1845, $1 60, Wro. 
Gunnison, for 1845-*46, $3, 



John Burrill, for 1846,-'46, $8. 
HaverhiU-Hon. James Duncan, 
for 1846, $1 50, Rev. A. T. 
Train, for 1846, $2, Mrs Alfred 
Eittred^e, fbr 1846, $1 60, Mrs. 
Mary W. Duncan, for '46, $1 80. 
Bradford — Miss Abigal Hassel- 

tine, for 1846, $1 60 28 7ft 

Rhode Island. — By Capt. Greo. 

Barker Providence — Moses 

Brown, to March, '46, $1 60, 
Hon. Thos. Burgess, to Sept., 
'46, $1 50, Rev. Dr. Crocker, to 
Sept., '46, $3, Charles Dyer, 
Esq., to Jan., '46, $4 60, A. 
Duncan, Esq., to March, 1846, 
$1 .50, Hon. J . Fenner, to Sept., 
'46, $1 50, Gen. A. C. Green, 
to Sept., '46, $1 50, Resolved 
Waterman, to Jan., '47, $1 50, 
Wm. Whitaker, to Jan., 1847, 
$3, Shubael Hutchins, to Jan., 
'46, $1 50. ^rwfo^-Wm. B. 
Spooner, to July, '46, $1 50, J. 
Wardwell, to Jan., '47, $3 60. 
Newport — George Bowen, to 
Sept., .'46, $1 50, Hon. C. Col- 
lins, to Jan., '46, $1 60, Ed. W. 
Lawton, to Sept., 1846, $1 50, 
Harvey Sessions, to Sept., 1846, 
$1 50, Robert Stevens, to Sept., 
'46, $1 60 83 60" 

CoNNECticTJT. — By Capt. Geo. 
Barker — Farmington — ^Mrs. P. 
Jones, to January, 1846, $1 50. 
Woodstock — Capt. Wm. Lyon, 
to Jan., '46, $2 8 50 

New York.— By Capt George 
Barker — Rvoer Head, (L. I.) — 
Wm. Jagger, to Oct., '46, $9 60. 
Trdmansburg — ^Jas. Mc Lallen, 
$3 12 60 

Virginia. — CedarvUle — Rev. T. 
K. Catlett, $3. Stephensburg— 
W. S. Jones, on account, $2. .. 6 00 

North CAnoLisA.-Fayetteville- 
W. S. Andres, Esq., to May, 
1847 2 00 

Illinois. — Qwincy — Adw. John- 
son, to Jan., 1847 160 

Total Repository 108 00 

Received from the Rev. Geore^e 
Lane, Treasurer B. M. of the 
M. E. church, for passage and 
freight of six missionaries in the 

ship Roanoke 647 50 

Received from Coates & Austie, 
Philadelphia, for freight in the 
ship Roanoke 72 28 

719 78 

Total Contributions 2,964 22 



Aggregate Amount. . . . $3,791 95 
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In commencing a review of the 
roost prominent events which have 
occurred in the history of coloniza- 
tion during the past year, we are 
called upon to pay a tribute of re- 
spectful remembrance to the *' noble 

dead." 

Just at the close of our last annual 
Qieeting, the Rev .William Hawley, 
of this city, was called from the field 
of his labors here, to the scene of his 
reward on high. For nearly thirty 
years he had maintained among us 
an unblemished reputation as a min- 
ister of the Gospel, and had been 
ever active and zealous in the pro- 
motion of every benevolent institu- 
tion. I*br many years he was one 
of the most earnest and laborious 
managers of this Society- He stood 
by it, with faith and hope, in its 
most dark and trying periods, cheer- 
ing the sanguine, and encouraging 
Ihe doubting, by his never -wavering 
ponfidence in its ultimate success. 
He was one of the Vice Presidents 
of this Society, and was its ardent 
friend and patron to the last. But 
3 



he has ceased from his labors, and 
" his works do follow him." 

More recently, another of the 
Vice Presidents, also a resident of 
this city, departed this life. We al- 
lude to Samuel IJarrison Smith. 
Of his high moral worth, his unsul* 
lied reputation, and his general in- 
fluence as a member of civil society, 
it is not necessary for us to speak. 
He was known in this community* 
Being the friend of the friendless, 
and ever ready to succor the needy^ 
his sympathies were early enlisted 
in behalf of the colored race. He 
was the early friend of this Society, 
and was long one of the Board of 
Managers, punctual in his attend- 
an(^e, upright in the discbarge of his 
duties, and zealous in his advocacy 
of the cause. 

As an evidence of his warm attach- 
ment to the Society, and his great 
benevolence and liberality in its sup- 
port, we mention with gratitude the 
feet that he left it a legacy of two 

HITNDREB DOLLARS. 

Seldom has it occurred that the 
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Society has been called to mourn the 
loss, in one year, of two such fiiends 
and fellow-helpers, both having been 
managers of its affairs and residents 
of this city. We would gratefully 
cherish their memory, imitate their 
virtues, and commend their liber- 
ality. 

Among the oldest of the Vice 
Piesidents at the last annual meet- 
ing, stood the Hon. John Cotton 
Smith, of Connecticut ; he also has 
rested from his labors. In a good 
old age, **as a shock of corn fully 
ripe," he has fallen. Many are the 
friends who mourn his loss. He 
had filled, with honor to himself and 
profit to the community, many high 
places of trust and power. He was 
wise in council, discreet in judg- 
ment, and resolute in action. The 
advocacy of such a mind was of vast 
value to our great enterprise. The 
community were accustomed to re- 
pose large confidence in hiis opinions, 
and to regard with favor whatever 
benevolent scheme he presented to 
their consideration. 

Though of late years his age and 
infirmity incapacitated him for ren- 
dering any active service to the cause, 
yet are we ^eatly indebted to him 
for his friendship, counsel, and pat- 
ronage, when the Society was in its 
infancy and needed helpers such as 
he ; and, though now he is numbered 
among the '^honored dead,^' his 
name still lives and shSll live, while 
his influence shall widen and extend 
and onward flow, until the latest 
generations ! 



We are also called upon to record 
the death of another of the Vice 
Presidents of the Society. During 
the past year the Hon. Daniel 
Waldo, of Worcester, Mass., has 
been called to his rest in the skies. 
Few men have been taken from any 
community, who were mora gener- 
ally known and more universally 
respected : and no one could have 
been taken, whose death would ba 
more extensively, and deeply, and 
permanently deplored. He was a 
true patriot, an intelligent philan- 
thropist, and a profound Christian » 
The peace and good order of society,, 
and the prosperity and happiness of 
his country^ were objects of his con- 
stant thought and untiring devotion.. 
Almost every benevolent institutioa 
can mention numerous tokens of his 
aflection, and has cause to rejoice in 
the largeness of benefactions. His 
interest in all well-directed eflbrts^ 
to enlighten the ignorant, and relieve 
the wants of the destitute, and pro* 
mote the moral and social welfare of 
all, was active and untiring, and his 
charities were as munificent and free 
as they were discriminating and un- 
ostentatious. 

"The name of Waldo is intimately as- 
sociated with many of the religious and 
charitable institutions of the country. 
* * * • Deeply imbued with religious 
faith, and feelingly impressed with a. sense 
of all Christian obligation, in the liberality 
of. a cultivated ana enlightened mind, he 
devised things libercUly, and with a view to 
extended good. He looked far beyond tect 
or party, and strove to learn from the in- 
struction of his o'eat teacher and mas- 
ter, how to'regard duty to the whole race 
of his fellow-men, and the aim of bis life» 
was its faithful and acceptable perform- 
ance. 
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*<Thas has passed the ion^ and useful 
fife of this good man. He has been borne 
to the tomb, full of years, and in honor- 
ed remembrance. The tears of bereaved 
relatives and friends bedew the green 
sod of his fresh- made grave, but the deeds 
of public munificence and of private 
benevolence which he has wrought, will 
survive all temporary afQiction, in the 
cherished memory and lasting influence 
of his exemplary character and vir- 
tues." 

Among the yarioas objects of be- 
nevolence to which he was devotedly 
attached, this Society held a very 
high rank. For many years, he has 
been a regular and liberal contributor 
to its fands. As soon as it was pro- 
posed to raise $15,000 for the pur- 
chase of territory, in $1,000 sub- 
scriptions, he became one of the 
number; and soon thereafter paid 
the amount, although it was condi- 
tional upon the whole sum being 
made up. And he left by his will to 
the Society the munificent bequest 

of TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS, which 

has been promptly paid into the 
treasury by his executors. It will 
thus be seen that we have good 
cause to remember him with grati- 
tude, both for his friendship and as- 
sistance while living, and his rich 
legacy when dying. 

" Peace to the memory of a man of worth, 
"0{ manners sweet, as virtue always wears.'* 

Soon after his decease, died also 
his sister, Elizabeth AValdo: a 
worthy sister of such a brother. 
We cannot pay any adequate tribute 
to her worth, or sketch the various 
excellencies of her character. Suf- 
fice it to say, that she was a Chris- 
tain, most devout and zealous, whose 
whole spirit was imbued with divine 
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* benevolence, and whose every delight 
was found in doing good. She was 
one of our best friends. She was 
always liberal and systematic in her 
contributions to this Society ; and ir 
at any time we were in special need 
of funds for any particular object, 

i we had only to make known to her 

I. ' 

|. the facts, in order to obtain acisiat- 
; ance. 

She v^ith her sister, subscribed 
one thousand dollars towards the 
purchase of territory, and paid it in 
anticipation. 

She made this Society one of 
her residuary legatees, from which 
source it will ultimately receive 
about TWELVE THOUSAND DOL- 
LARS. 

We believe that of her it may be 
said, with emphatic truth, ^ she hath 
done what she could." Truly " the 
blessing" of the poor African *• ready 
to perish," will come upon her ! 

Since writing the preceding para* 
graphs, we have received intelligeoce 
of the death of anotlier devoted friend 
and liberal patron, and we are com* 
pelled to 

" Add to the list another 
Gone to the silent dead.'' 

Oliver Smith, Esq., of Hatfield, 
Mass., who died recently, was an 
ardent friend of this Society. He 
was one of the persons who sub- 
scribed $1,000, each, toward the pur- 
chase of territory, of which he had 
paid SdOO. Among his numerous 
bequests to charitable institutions, Is 
one of $10,000 to this Society. 
Mach of his very large estate is left 
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for charitable purposes, and a large 
amount for benevolent and philan- 
thropic objects. 

Thus have passed away, in one 
year, six of the most valued friends 
and patrons of this Society : two of 
whom had, for many years, been 
members of the Board of Managers : 
FOUR of whom were enrolled among 
the number of Vice Presidents : 
THREE of whom were contributors 
to the $15,000 fund for the purchase 
of territory ; and three of whom left, 
each, a legacy of $10,000, or up- 
wards, to the Society. 

Wliile we mourn the loss of these 
efficient and illustrious patrons, we 
would acknowledge, with emotions 
of profound gratitude, the goodness 
of God, in bestowing upon them so 
much of this world's goods, and in 
giving them a heart so to use it for 
the advancement of His kingdom in 
the earth. And we would unwav- 
eringly confide in Him to raise up 
others for the reinforcement of our 
ranks, and for the means necessary 
to carry forward and consummate our 
enterprise. 

In recounting the labors and trans- 
actions of the past year, we begin with 
the efforts which we have made to 
relieve the Society from debt, as this 
is a matter of the chiefest import- 
ance. Our friends are aware that, 
for many years past, the Society 
has been exceedingly embarrassed by 
an old debt which was resting upon 
it In 1839, a compromise was 
made with the creditors, by which 
the Society agreed to pay 50 cents 



on the dollar. This was considered 
by the Society as a measure indis- 
pensable to its future existence, and 
by the creditors, or at least by a 
majority of them, as a very advanta- 
geous arrangement, there being very 
little prospect of their ever realizing 
the whole amount. At the last an- 
nual meeting there were yet due on 
these compromised debts, $6,477 33* 
This amount has since all been paid, 
with the exception of $775 27, dua 
creditors who have refused to accept 
of the terms of the compromise, and 
the committee have not felt them- 
selves authorized to make a distinc- 
tion in their favor by paying them 
on any other terms than have been 
acted upon in settling with other 
creditors in like circumstances. 

The other debts due by the So« 
ciety at the last annual meeting have 
all been paid ; while the current ob- 
ligations of the year have been met 
and discharged. 

We are thus permitted to announce 
the pleasing fact, that the American 
Colonization Society is out of 
DEBT ! (with the above exception.) 
To all our friends in every part of the 
country, this will be cheering intelli- 
gence. The Society now stands firm, 
free and unembarrassed, ready to ap- 
propriate its entire resources and de* 
vote all its energies to advance the le- 
gitimate work of colonization. It is 
out of debt ; it has a credit as good 
as six years of punctual payment of 
all its notes, drafts, and obligations, 
without a single iailure, can warrant. 
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and it has in the treasury at the 
present time, $11,159 43, to pay the 
expenses of the expedition to sail 
this day from New Orleans. 

It is with feelings of the most 
profound satisfaction that we con- 
template this result None buUhose 
who have been engaged in managing 
the financial affairs of the Society, 
«an ever icnow or understand the 
trouble and embarrassment which 
these old debts have caused the So- 
ciety. Now, to be relieved from 
them, with a surplus in the treasury, 
and a public interest in the country 
on which to depend for future means, 
is a state of things of the most grati- 
fying character. 

During the past year, many things 
have transpired, which have placed 
the cause of colonization on a firmer 
and more promising basis than it has 
hitherto enjoyed. Among these we 
may enumerate the great increase of 
harmony among the various friends 
of the enterprise. From the North 
to the South, and from the East to 
Ae West, there is now believed to 
be but one sentiment on this great 
subject There has been the most 
firee interchange of opinions ; minor 
preferences and occasional prejudices 
have been yielded up ; the policy of 
' the Society is firmly established and 
well understood, and many new and 
substantial friends have been made. 
A large number of Auxiliary So- 
cieties have been organized, and 
through their operation a great mass 
of useful intelligence has been dif- 
fos^d. The seed has thus been sown 



in many fields never ploughed before, 
from which we have a right to ex- 
pect an abundant harvest in the future. 

In Illinois, a State Society has 
been formed, which embraces among 
its ofiicers and members, a large 
number of the most talented, influen- 
tial and distinguished men in the 
State. The services of a State 
agent have been secured, who has 
been successful in raising funds, and 
has formed between thirty and forty 
Auxiliary Societies. Heretofore, 
very few efforts have been made in 
that State, and of consequence, the 
cause there was in a very inactive 
condition, if indeed it could be said 
to have any existence at all. 

The State Society of Indiana has 
been reorganized, and an agent ap- 
pointed, who purposes devoting him- 
self wholly to the work of raising 
funds. He has associated with him 
some wise counsellors, and warm 
friends, whose co-operation will be 
of immense advantage to him. Most 
of the newspapers in the State have 
opened their columns to communi*' 
cations on the subject, which will 
tend greatly to awaken public atten- 
tion. We are assured, from many 
sources, that the State will come up 
nobly to the work. One ground on 
which this assurance is based, is 
found in the public sentiment 
which entertains in regard to the 
free negroes within their bounds. 
There is a very earnest desire ex- 
pressed, that their condition should 
be improved, and a general hopeless- 
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ness of ever effecting any thing for 
them in this respect, while they re- 
main under the shadow of the whites. 

Among the colored people, also, 
there is an inquiry awakening in 
regard to Liberia. Several families 
have applied for a passage there. 
They contemplate sending out one 
of their number to look at the coun- 
tr}% and return and report the facts 
to them. 

In Ohio, no very thorough efTorts 
have been made during the past year. 
The State Society has but a feeble 
life, if indeed it can be said to live 
at all. The agent on whom we de- 
pended, has been prevented, by sick- 
ness and other causes, from making 
general collections through the State. 
Still we have many warm friends in* 
that State, who have rendered good 
service. Several Auxiliary Societies, 
also, are very efficient, and do not 
fail to send us their annual collections. 

The State Society of Missouri 
under the efUcient influence of their 
agent, has been actively engaged in 
diffusing intelligence during the year. 
They have held many important pub- 
lic meetings. About three hundred 
copies of the Repository have been 
sent to the clergy of the various re- 
ligious denominations. From the 
results of these labors, they antici- 
pate a large increase of funds the 
coming year. 

In Kenttucky the cause has assum- 
ed an entirely new aspect. A short 
time before the last annual meeting,we 
secured an agent for that State, who 
has been laboring faithfully during 



the past year, and with wonderful 
success. His cash receipts have 
been $4,929 09, while, in addition to 
this amount, he has obtained upwards 
of $5,000, in subscriptions, for the 
purchase of territory ! He early in 
the year proposed the plan of raising 
the means to purchase a tract of land 
for the use of emigrants from that 
State. And no sooner had he made 
the proposal, than it became popular 
with the citizens. They were anxi- 
ous to see some practical results of 
their labors. They believed coloni- 
zation essentially adapted to benefit 
the free people of color in their own 
bounds, and were anxious to have in 
Liberia a place to which they might 
be sent, and where they might be 
located together. Pledges were given 
to them by this Society, that they 
should have such a place, say a tract 
of land, forty miles square. And Gov. 
Roberts has been instructed to lay 
off, on the north side of the St. PauPs 
river, such a tract, and locate on it 
all emigrants from that State, and to 
call the settlement Kentucet-. A 
number of the colored people were 
anxious to go to Liberia (his winter, 
and be the pioneers of this new set- 
tlement 

We have accordingly made ar- 
rangements for a vessel to sail fronoi ' 
New Orleans this day with them, 
and some from Tennessee, a few from 
Ohio, and some from Mississippi, if 
they get ready in time. 

The sailing of these people from 
Kentucky, it is believed, will give a 
new impulse to the cause in jthat 
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State. An effort will be made, dar- 
ing the present session of the legis- 
lature, to get them to make an appro- 
priation to aid in the transportation 
of their free colored population, and 
of such slaves as may be set free for 
the purpose. And from the many 
encouraging assurances which we 
have received, from different parts of 
the State, we cannot <loubt that such 
an appropriation will be made. But 
«ven if this should not be done, we 
liave no fear for the prosperity of the 
«ause of colonization in that State. 
Our agent there is zealous and effi- 
cient, and universally acceptable to 
the people; and he has around him 
a company of adviseisand fellow la- 
borers who are not accustomed to 
faint or fail in any laudable enterprise 
which they undertake. 

Early in the past year we made an 
effort to establish an agency in Ten- 
ifEssEE,but with no encouragement of 
success. The agent who undertook 
the labor very soon became disheart- 
ened, and, in counsel with some de- 
voted friends of ours in the State, be- 
came convinced that the way was not 
yet open for any advantageous efibrts, 
and therefore declined further opera- 
tions. There ie something in this 
position of the cause in Tennessee, 
which we cannot understand. There 
jure many friends of colonization in 
the State. We have applications from 
many of the colored people for trans- 
portation to Liberia. Many slaves 
have been manumitted for the pur- 
pose of being sent there^ and yet lit- 
^ orno money can be raised for the 
advancement of the enterprise. 



In Mississippi we have many warm 
and devoted friends. The State So- 
ciety, though without any regular 
agent, has succeeded in raising con- 
siderable funds from various sources. 
They deserve great credit for their 
noble and systematic efforts. Our 
agent, the Rev. J. B. Pinney,- made 
them a short visit last spring, and 
while there received six subscribers,at 
$1,000 each, towards the $15,000 
fund for the purchase of territory. 
So that Mississippi stands at the head 
of the list of states in the effort to 
complete the purchase of territory. 
For their noble generosity, and their 
unexampled liberality in this particu- 
lar, they deserve unbounded praise. 

In Louisiana less has been done 
than in Mississippi. Excepting in 
New Orleans, we have very few 
friends in that State who take any par- 
ticular interest in the cause. There 
has never been any thing like a regu- 
lar systematic effort to bring its claims 
before the great mass of her popula- 
tion. And from the peculiar state of 
society there, little can be expect- 
ed from them until great diligence, 
labor and pains are taken to inform 
them of the past achievements, pre- 
sent position, and future obligations 
of colonization. 

In the other Southern States little 
has been done the past year. There 
is no State Society in either Alabama, 
Georgia, North Carolina, or South 
Carolina, and there has been no 
agent in them for many years past. 
In many places, considerable interest 
is manifested in the operations of the 
Society, and there are some liberM 
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contributors to its funds. But owing 
to the fact that no agent has called 
upon them, and that the pastors of 
the churches have neglected to bring 
the subject before their people, we 
have received but small additions to 
our funds from those States. 

In ViRoiNiA there is much interest 
in the cause. But there have been, 
the past year, but few efforts made to 
turn it to good account. We have 
not been able to secure for the State 
any agent of qualifications suitable 
to the emergencies iti the case. When- 
ever any efforts have been made to 
raise funds, they have been success- 
ful to an encouraging degree. Many 
of the pastors of the churches have 
preached on the subject and taken up 
collections. Most of the funds which 
we »j ve received from the State have 
been raised in this way. To all such 
pastors we are greatly indebted, and 
we rejoice to have such coadjutors. 
The State Society of Pennsylvania 
still continues its operations with en- 
eouraging success; and although their 
former active and indefatigable agent, 
the Rev. J. B. Pinney, has been en- 
gaged most of the past year in other 
parts of the country, we have re- 
ceived from them substantial aid. It 
as very desirable that they should se- 
cure some talented agent, who would 
visit every part of the State, to culti- 
vate and enlarge the warm interest 
already taken in the enterprise. 

The New York Stale Society has 
also rendered us important assistance. 
They entered upon the year with 
flattering hopes of success. In their 



annual report, made in May iaat* 

they fay : — 

•* In the labors of the past year, and in 
their lesults, the Board have gratifying^ and 
encouraging evidence of a reviving inter- 
est and a returning confidence in (be cause 
of colonization in this State. When the 
condition of the enterprise at the coa»- 
mencement of the year, and the peculiar 
political excitement of the year, aie taken 
into consideration, it is not to be reasona-. 
bly expected that any great success would 
signalize the labors of that period. The 
fact that during most of the previous year 
there was no Corresponding Secretary, and 
no regular and well-qualified agents in tbS 
whole field, no information by lectures or 
publications diffused amongst the people, 
together with other causes previously ope- 
rating against it, will readfly account for 
an almost total annihilation of interest and 
sympathy in the cause of colonization. 
But, notwithstanding these obstacles, the 
cause of colonization has been perceptibly 
advanced within the last twelve months, 
and is now looking up from its former de- 
pression with a commingling of smiles and 
tears on its face ! 

'< During the last summer and autumn, 
most of the towns and cities on the great 
line of travel from this place to Batfalo, 
have been visited by the Corresponding 
Secretary. Access has been gained to 
pulpitson the Sabbath, and an op)>ortunity 
thus afforded of exhibiting to large congre- 

fations the great evangelic aspect and 
earing of colonization on Afrira, and of 
urging the claims of this enterprise, as a 
medium of sustaining^ Christian missions 
there, on the sympathies, the prayers and 
liberality of all those who consistently 
desire and labor for the conversion of tlie 
whole world. Numerous lectures were de- 
livered durinff the week, adapted to cor- 
rect misapprehensions on this subject, and 
intended to explain the nature and leHti- 
mate aims of tne enterprise, and to diffuse 
information respecting the present condi- 
tion of Liberia in its social, political and 
religious relations. Much interest appeared 
to be excited by a simple statement of the 
undeniable facts in the present prosperous 
and growing condition of the colonies, 
many doubts as to the practicability of the 
enterprise dissipated hy the unparalleled 
success of the commonwealth or Liberia, 
as attested by credible witnesses on the spo^ 
and many new friends and patrons gamed 
to the cause. 

"That the amount of funds collected 
daring the year has not been proportioned 
to the exirtions made and to the intciniic 
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merits and pressing* ^abts of the cause, is 
very true.*' 

But these flattering prospects have 
not been realized. We, in common 
with the officers of tTie Society ami 
friends of ihe cause in that Slate, an- 
ticipated great things from the labors 
of their Secretary, the Rev. D. 
L. Carroll, D. D., and we doubt not 
our most sanguine expectations 
would have l3een fully realized, if 
he could have continued his labors. 
But early in the summer his health 
failed, and though he still kept on 
with vigor and determination, he was 
at last obliged to yield. He has gone 
to the south, in the faint hope that its 
healing breezes may invigorate his 
failing powers, but we fear there is 
but small reason to expect, even 
should his life continue, that he will 
ever be able to resume his efforts -hi 
connexion with that society. 

In -New Jbrset we are not aware 
that any particular change of senti- 
ment has occurred on tliiii subject. 
We have ever had a strong body of 
friends and patrons in that State. 
Their society is liilder a good organi- 
zation, and has a large number of 
annual contributors, and the com- 
nunity are generally well informed 
in regard to its operations and designs. 

We however anticipate a great 
increase of interest in that State, as 
veil as in other portions of the 
country, from the forthcoming His- 
^^n/ 9f Colonization^ by the Rev. 
Dr. Albxansbr, of Princeton. The 
work has been prepared with great 
Morsiid eaie, and issuing from nicA 
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a source, it cannot but have a very 
important influence in arousing the 
attention of the community to the 
transcendant importance of tlie cavse 
it advocates. 

The Connecticut State Society 
is acting with its usual vigor. 
From many of the pastors of the 
churclies, we have received during 
the past year, accounts of a glowing 
interest dn the subject among their 
people. The sentiment is rapidly 
obtaining, that colonization should 
be admitted to a rank with the great 
religious and benevolent institutions 
of the day, and that it has a 
just claim to an annual contribution 
from the churches. In Connecticut, 
however, it is hard to effect any 
change in their accustomed ways 
of doing their benevolent deeds ; and 
it is especially difficult, in regard to 
this subject, owing to the strong op» 
position to be overcome. But not* 
withstanding this, the work is going 
forward steadily, surely, and to a 
certain triumph. It is well known 
that wherever authentic informa« 
tion is diffused, palpable good is ac* 
complished. Wherever the bearings 
of colonization, in the extinction of 
the slave trade and the clvilizattom 
of Africa, are properly exhibited to 
the thinking, calculating minds of 
Connecticut, a salutary impression iw 
Htade, and contributions, in aid of 
the cause, are the happy result. 

In Rhode Island there does not 
seem to be any State Soeie^. We 
«i« unaware of any good reason fur 
this. We have many friends in that 
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•State who are zealous for the cause 
and liberal in their contributions. 
But there has been no regular agent 
in the State, and of consequence the 
receipts have not been large. Little 
has been done to make new friends. 
It would probably be found that the 
number of those who made donations 
three or four years ago, was about 
the same as at the present time: 
that about the same interest was felt 
then as now : and about the same 
opposition was made then as now. 
This state of things is not to be 
found in any field where an agent 
has labored faithfully, or where the 
pastors of the churches have con- 
49cientiously brought the subject an- 
nually before their people. If the 
whole State could be cultivated as 
thoroughly as one or two spots have 
been, there is not a doubt but that 
we should receive a larger amount 
of means from it than we have re- 
ceived from some larger States. 
May we not anticipate something 
more favorable and efficient in that 
State during the coming year ? A 
little timely exertion by somebody 
would secure it. 

The Massachusetts State Colo- 
nization Society has been operating 
with increasing energy and success. 
At their last annual meeting tliey re- 
ported receipts more^ than double 
those of the preceding year. In 
their report they attribute this in- 
creased prosperity to the following 
•is causes :•— 

*< 1. The first is a more efficient system 
of agencies. 
"2. The definite and encouraging ac- 



counts from Liberia, given in the anraal 
report of last year, and in other publica- 
tions, have contributed to our success. 

**S. We have also derived advantage 
from the termination of all difficulties be- 
tween Colonization Societies and Boards 
of Missions. 

" 4. The bearings of colonization on the 
evangelization of Africa have come to be 
better understood. 

" 6. We have derived important advan- 
tage from the extrication of the society from 
the false position which it had been made 
to occupy in many minds, iu respect to 
slavery. 

" 6. In this connection it would be un- 
just as well as ungrateful not to mention 
the liberality of a few distinguished friends." 

The following remarks which 
they make, in regard to the employ- 
ment of dgen/s, will be found true, 
if we mistake not, in regard to al- 
most every State in the Union : — 

" Our expenditure for agencies the past 
year, including the secretary's salary, has 
been about ^^1,300. For the year to come, 
and perhaps still longer, a judicious econo- 
my will require it to be increased rather 
than diminished. If our whole field could 
have been as thoroughly cultivated the 
past year as some parts of it have been, it 
IS a moderate estimate to say that our re- 
ceipts would have been twice as great. And 
it seenis a duty to keep up a vigorous sys- 
tem of agencies, till the claims of coloniza- 
tion have been brought distinctly and in- 
telligibly before the minds of the whole 
giving population of this commonwealth. 
When this has been done so effectually 
that those who think well of our enterprise 
will remember and aid us without solicita- 
tion, we may dispense with agencies. 

<< Meanwhile, we hope our decided 
and well-informed friends in different parts 
of the State, will do what they can to re- 
lieve us of this expense. We hope that 
many pastors will bring the subject before 
their congregations, and take up collec- 
tions. 

" Individual friends, of either sex, may 
easily render us important aid, by diflTusing 
information and collecting funds in their 
own immediate neighborhoods. A gentle- 
man or lady who collects and forwards to 
us twenty-five or fifty dollars, not only 
saves us a sum equal to the salary of an 
agent while raising that amount, out also 
leaves the agent at liberty to raise an equal 
or perhaps a greater amount elsewhere ; so 
that, while we are obliged to empjpy a^nts 
at all, the pecuniaiy advantage of raising 
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funds by the voluntaiy efforts of indivi- 
duals, rather than by the visit of an agent, 
is eqnal to the whole amount thus raised. 

**Of the mode of proceeding best adapted 
to each place, our friends residing there are 
the best judges. In tome places, it may 
be advisable to form auxiliaries. In others, 
a few friends may meet and agree to act in 
concert, without a formal orgianisation. In 
others still, a single individual, self-moved, 
will prove the most efllcieut agency." 

From the following remarks we 
peiceive that they entered on the 
present year with hopes of ever in- 
creasing success : — 

'* With the aid afforded in these and simi- 
lar modes, we may hope that our receipts 
will not fall off lor the year to come, even 
if we should receive no large donations, 
Buch as have swelled the amount for the 
year now closing. We hope, however, 
that the liberal will not cease to devise lib- 
eral things, and that many, whom the 
Great Dispenser of wealth has made re- 
sponsible for its judicious employment in 
promoiing human welfare, will appreciate 
the opportu-iiities for doing good, wnich our 
enterprise presents. Of the intentions of 
some, we have already been informed." 

From Vermont, we have re- 
ceived very encouraging accounts of 
the prospects of the cause. Their 
agent says he is encouraged not so 
much hy the present amount of his 
receipts, as by what he considers ^' a 
rising interest in the subject." Their 
last annual meeting was one of un- 
usual interest. We have not yet 
received a copy of their annual re- 
port They resolved, however, to 
raise ^l^OOO the present year, which 
is an advance on the receipts of 
any preceding year. 

The New Hampshire State Colo- 
nization Society has been reorganized 
with encouraging prospects. For the 
want of an agent who could devote his 
whole time to the business, the 
agent of Vermont has been invited to 
labor ill New Hampshire, and he has 



already made some efibrts to raise 
funds, and has done much for the 
circulation of the African Repository. 
He hopes by this means to induce 
maty of the pastors of the churches 
to make collections among their 
people in the course of the present 
year. He says, that there is mani- 
festly an increasing willingness 
among them to have the cause pre- 
sented to their people, although 
many of them are not yet prepared to 
make the presentation themselves. 

In Delaware there has been no 
special effort made the past year to 
raise funds, or to diffuse in formation. 
The State Society lately held its an- 
nual meeting, and after some stirring 
addresses resolved to raise one thou- 
sand dollars. Several influential gen- 
tlemen have taken the matter up in 
earnest, and we doubt not will suc- 
ceed in obtaining the amount. 

The Maryland Society, acting on 
the principle of independent State 
action, still continue their operations 
with commendable zeal and success. 
They enjoy the benefit of an annual 
appropriation from the State of ten 
thousand dollars. Their colony at 
Cape Palmas is remarkably pros- 
perous. 

In Maine there is no Slate Society^ 
and, having no agent in the State, we 
have been compelled to rely mainlj 
upon the voluntary offerings of pri- 
vate individuals. Of their generosity, 
we have no cause to complain. From 
some -of them we have received 
very encouraging communications, 
showing that they have a deep and 
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tender sympathy with us in all €nir 
•operations. Some of them have 
pledged themselves to the perform- 
ance of some special service the pre- 
sent year, for the purpose of railing 
funds from among the present friends, 
and inducing them to engage with 
fresh ardor in tho work, and, if pos- 
sible, to enlist new friends, and call 
forth the resources of those who 
have hitherto lent us no aid. We 
trust that at the close of another 
year it may be said of them, '* they 
have done what they could." There 
are gentlemen in that State whose 
resources are abundant, and whose 
hearts are large. They are now im- 
mersed in politics, engrossed with 
their business, and find little time, as 
they suppose, to consider new ob- 
jects of benevolence which may be 
presented to them. Gould they once 
be brought to consider the unspeak- 
able importance of the great scheme 
of African Colonization to the wel- 
fare of our own country, and the 
salvation of Africa, they could not 
fail to render it their liberal support. 
Compared with its magnitude, they 
would see that most of th« objects of 
public excitement 

tt Stand discountenanced, and like folly ihow." 

They would perceive that in order 
to meet the moat urgent and solemn 
obligations of the law of love to their 
neighbor, they must render to this 
Society a hearty and. liberal support. 
Ftom this hasty review of the 
facts in the history of colonization 
for ibe past year in the vanoas sec*- 
lions df the eonntry, it is apparent 



that the cause is in a healthful and 
vigorous condition. There are in 
almost every State a large body of 
intelligent and fnfluential citizens, 
who are so wisely attached to this 
Society, that they will not rest unless 
they believe it is prospering. The 
real merits of the cause are generally 
appreciated, and are gaining favor 
exactly in proportion to the efforts 
which are made to establish them in 
the affections of the people. As far 
as our knowledge extends, it has not 
been said by any one, after having 
properly turned up the fallow ground 
and scattered upon it the seeds of 
truth, •• I have labored in vain." Our 
agents have said, '' I find this year 
an advance on the public favor of 
last year." Pastors of churches have 
written us, " My people never were 
so much affected by the presentation 
of the claims of the Society 
as they were last Sabbath; it has 
now become with most of them m 
matter of principle to eontnbute to 
it." 

''I consider the colonization 
scheme as one of the most importanti 
and useful of any which distinguish*- 
es this age. Unless I am mistaken, 
it is rapidly gaining Uie confidence 
of the people in this region, as well 
as all through the north." 

The great work of christianizing 
Africoj is believed to devolve on 
American enterprise and American 
Christians. And the people begin to 
appreciate the value of coloniiration, 
as a means in the reach of American 
Christianity, by which to diffuse it* 
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self through those habitations now 
so full of ** horrid cmeliy." It there- 
fere must rise in their regards, as 
they rise in bencTolent feeling. It has | 
its home in their hearts. They have I 
come to a deliberate judgment in its ! 
favor, aflera dispassionate considera- 
tion of all the premises and conclu- 
sions in the case. Time and new 
achievements will only tend to 
fltrengthen this decision. 

From the accompanying financial 
report it will be perceived that the re- 
ceipts of this Society during the year 
now ending, have been $53,233 IS. 
In addition to this amount, we have 
obtained reliable subscriptions, to be 
paid during the coming year, amount- 
ing to several thousand dollars. It 
will be perceived that of the receipts 
of the past year, only a small sum 
is from the trade with the colony. 
This has resulted from the fact that 
we have sent out but few goods, and 
that they have been mainly expended 
in carrying forward our operations 
there. 

In this view of the subject, and 
regarding liberality as an evidence 
of favor ; Urge donations, indicative 
of large interest ; the past year has 
been one of great prosperity and en- 
couragement. 

The plan proposed by A. G. 
Phclps, Esq., of N. York, to raise 
#15,000 for the purchase of territory, 
has not been lost sight of. At the last 
annual meeting $4,000 were pledged 
toward the amount. Since that time 
we have received eleven pledges of a 
IhooiMid dollars each, making a to- 



tal of $15,000. We hare also re^ 
ceived subscriptions in smaller sums, 
amounting to upwards of $5,000. 
So that we have now secured the 
whole sum of $20,000, which we de- 
sired to complete the purchase of the 
entire coast between Cape Mount 
and Gape Palraas. 

All the $1,000 subscriptions were 
made conditional on our raising the 
whole amount. But so confident 
were our friends that we would make 
up the sum, that about half of them 
paid their subscriptions in anticip»> 
tion. We have already sent upwards 
of three thousand dollars to Liberia 
for the purchase of territory. The 
last $1,000 subscription was received 
only a few days since. 

We cannot express the deep sense 
of gratitude which we entertain for 
the great liberality which our friends 
have shown for this particular ob- 
ject. It is one of vital importance 
to the welfare of Liberia ; and one 
which we have been most intensely 
anxious to secure, and we now can. 
say 

« Joy ? Joy forervr ! The UA is done." 

We would respectfully recommend 
that each of the contributors be 
made a Life Director of the So- 
ciety. 

A larger number of emigrants have 
been sent to Liberia the past year 
than during the preceding year, but 
still a much smaller number than, we 
could have desired, and, were anxious 
to go. We considered it an objeot 
of Uie first importance to relieve the 
Society entirely from debt To do 
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this, and carry forward other indis- 
pensable objects, left not a large 
amount of money to be applied to 
the transportation of emigrants. 



c« 



The fine ship Roanoke, of Baltimore, 
chartered by this Society for the purpose, 
sailed from Norfolk, Va., lor Monrovia, Li- 
beria, on the 5th of November, with one 
hundred and eig^hty-seven emigrants and a 
large supply of provisions, goods, &lc. 

^ Of these emigrants, one hundred and 
six from King George County, Va., lib- 
erated by the will of the late Nathaniel H. 
Hooe : ten were from Prince William Coun- 
ty* Va., liberated by the Rev. John Towles : 
five were from Petersburg;, liberated by the 
Bev. Mr. Gibson : seventeen were from 
Essex County, of whom ten were liberated 
by the will of the late Edward Rowzce, five 
by Miss Harriet F. C. Row zee, and one by 
tne heirs of Edward Rowzee : eltven were 
from Frederic County, Va., liberated by 
Moncure Robinson, Esq., of Philadelphia* 
fourteen were from Shepherdstown and vi- 
cinity, Va., some of whom were free, and 
others were liberated for the purpose of al- 
lowing them to accompany their friends to 
Liberia : thirteen were from Halifax, N. C, 
liberated by the will of Thomas W. Lassi- 
ter : two were from Fredericksburg;, Va., 
liberated by the will of the late William 
Bridges, of Stafford County, Va.: one was a 
free man from Petersburg;, Va, : one, also 
free, from Charleston, S. C ,and seven from 
Medina, Orange County, N. Y. 

" Many of them were persons of much 
more than ordinary fitness for citizens of 
Liberia. Many of them could read and 
write, and had been accustomed to taking 
care of themselves and their interests, and 
were industrious and prudent. Great libe- 
rality has been shown b^ the masters who 
have voluntarily set their servants free that 
thev mi^ht go and improve their cooditiou 
and their children's in Liberia. 

"The whole company were well supplied 
with provisions, &tc-> for the passage and 
for six months after they arrive in the 
colony. Nearly the whole of this was done 
at the expense of the Society] : only two of 
^em having paid the full price. Many of 
them could pay nothing at all ; and for 
others only a part was paid. 

" On their arrival in Liberia, we furnish 
them houses to live in for six months, give 
them a piece of land for their own, supply 
them with medicine and medical attendance 
when they are sick, and with all things 
pecessar^ for their comfort during their 
acclimation. This ^ives them a fair chance 
for health and happiness. 



" Upwards of seventy who had applied 
to go in the Roanoke, were left behind. 
Some of them could not get ready 
in time. Legal difficulties were thrown 
in the way of others. One family would 
not go because the husband and father had 
not been able to raise money to buy him- 
self. While for some, we could not afford 
to pay the expenses, at the present time." 

An effort has been made to estab* 
lish a regular Packet to run between 
this country and Liberia, to be call* 
ed the '' Liberia & Chesapeake 
Packet,'' and to be owned by colored 
men; The company has been char- 
tered, and the stock, $15,000, has all 
been taken. The American and the 
Maryland Colonization Societies are 
jointly interested in it, by engaging 
to give it a certain amount of busi- 
ness annually. The building of the 
vessel, however, is for the present 
delayed, awaiting the adjustment of 
the present unsettled state of affairs 
in this country. 

In the condition and history of 
Liberia duiing the year that has just 
closed, there has been what might 
appropriately be called a mingling 
of prosperity and adversity : of pros* 
perity in every thing internal and 
depending on the character of its 
citizens; of adversity as respects 
some of its external relations and the 
disposition of some other powers 
manifested toward it. 

Liberia still presents itself to the 
view of the civilized world, as a 
bright and luminous spot on Africans 
dark border. It is the brightest star 
of promise which kindles its light 
in her black horizon. It is the most 
apparent means of her deliverance 
and salvation. It possesses elements 
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of moral power which do not apper- 
tain to any other scheme of benevo- 
lence. No candid person, we are 
persuaded, can compare the state of 
Liberia and its immediate neighbor- 
hood, with the rest of Africa, and 
not be convinced that it is a succeis- 
ful enterprise, fraught with innume- 
rable benefits, unattainable in any 
other way. It has met aud over- 
come all the peculiar evils under 
which the African race are suffering, 
and has rendered apparent every 
means which need be employed for 
their redemption ! 

Slavery and the slave trade and 
piracy, have ceased wherever the 
influence of Liberia has been felt. 
While law and order, civilization 
and Christianity, with all their attend- 
ant blessings, have been substituted. 
As in the land of Egypt, of old, dark- 
ness and plagues desolated all its 
borders, save only where Israel 
dwelt, and there was light and mercy : 
80 moral darkness and seven-fold 
plagues curse all Africa's coast, save 
only where the colonist abides, and 
there blessings abound and safety 

dwells ! 

" I rejoice," says Dr. Lugenbeel, the colo- 
nial physician, in a letter published in t^e 
Christian Advocate and Journal, " that the 
standard of Christianity has been erected 
on the shores of Africa, and that the ban- 
ner of the Cross of our Emanuel is now 
waving in triumph over many place?, which, 
a few years ago, were the sites of the bar- 
racoons of the abominable slave trade, or 
of the slaughter-house of human sacrifices. 
With heartfelt delight, I have beheld com- 
panies of the risini^ generation, assembled 
in the schools ot Christian Mission- 
^BiES, and attentive audiencies sitting un- 
der the sound of the Gospel of Christ. But, 
on the other band, I have seen exhibitions 
of the delMsing influences of the grossest 
•nperstitions, operating alike on the child- 



ish t^, and the venerable and patriarchal 
looking *sire,* totterin,^ on the brink of 
eternity, without God and without hope in 
the world." 

In this light we have contemplated, 
with feelings of peculiar satisfaction, 
the advancement which Liberia has 
made "in every good word and work,'' 
during the past year. 

Governor Roberts, in his last an- 
nual message to the legislative coun" 
cil, remarks : — 

" It affords me great pleasure to congratu- 
late you, that the affairs of the common- 
wealth are, in all important respects, in a 
prosperous condition, and the most devout 
acknowledgments are due to our Divine 
Benefactor, for the bounties of Providence, 
and the general health and tranquillity 
which at present prevail throughout the 
commonwealth. It is also a subject for 
grateful remark, that through the interpo- 
sition of this government, the cruel and in- 
human wars that have existed for the last 
five years, and furnished so many cargoes 
of human beings to be trarisported across 
the Atlantic into perpetual slavery, and 
which have almost annihilated the trade of 
these colonies with the northeast section of 
the interior, have happily been brought to 
a close — and we are permitted to rejoico 
in the prospect of returning intercourse 
with the tribes of that section of coua- 
try." 

Uninterrupted peace has been en- 
joyed by Liberia with all the allied 
tribes. Some troublesome disputes 
which had existed between the 
various chiefs and head men of the 
Little Bassa country, have been hap« 
pily settled by the intervention of the 
Liberian authorities. But for the ex- 
istence and influence of Liberia, a 
most bloody and desolating war would 
have raged among these kindred tribes. 
But now they are all at peace ; their 
difficulties are adjusted, their quar- 
rels are at an end, and their whole 
territory is put under the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth of Li*« 
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beria. In February last, the whole 
of the territory over which Bah 
Gay is king, was purchased by an- 
thoiity of the government of Liberia. 
The king subscribed the constitution 
and laws of the commonwealth, there- 
by incorporating himself and his peo- 
ple with the citizens of Liberia, enti- 
tled to its care and protection, and to 
share its privileges and immunities. 

In the same month. Governor 
Robeits effected a final settlement 
with the SiNOU people, by which 
they ceded to Liberia the whole of 
their territory. 

These purchases give the Society 
an unbroken line of sea coast from 
DiGBY, on the N. W., to Grand 
Bassa Point, on the S. E., and from 
Blue Barre to Tassoo. 

Of the beneficial influence result- 
ing from them, Governor Roberts 

Bays : — 

♦* The prospects of the people in Grand 
Bassa, those of Kdina and Bassa Cove 
particularly, I think were never better than 
at the present time. They are turning 
their attention, with but few exceptions, 
almost exclusively to agriculture. The 
culture of coffee they have commenced in 
real earnest, and in a few years will be 
able, no doubt, to export some considera- 
ble quantity. Mr. Moore is now gathering 
in ms crops, and notwithstanding he ex- 
pects to loose at least 25 per cent, for the 
want of force and machinery to gather and 
clean it, still he will save several thousand 
pounds of clear coffee. 

"This (the Sinou purchase) may be 
considered quite an acquisition to the colo- 
ny, and we hope soon to conclude a pur- 
chase for the Grand Butau country, now 
in progress, which will give us an unbroken 
Jine of said coast of some forty miles from 
the S. E. end of the Blue Barre country to 
4he N. W. extremity of the Little Butau 
country— and I hope will secure m from 
any further interruption from foreign tra^ 
Aen, at least within that line of coast." 

It is deeply to be regretted that 
the effort to purchase the New Cess 



country has thus far been unsuccess-^ 
ful. It embraces the only slave Vic- 
tory remaining on the 300 miles of 
sea board which we hope to pos* 
sess. In regard to it. Governor 
Roberts says : — 

" I am sorry to inform you. that an effort 
in regard to the purchase of New Cesa- 
failed. The slaver established there has 
not failed to exert himself in every possible 
manner to foil all our attempts, and so far 
has succeeded. He has for some time been 
dealing out, an4 continues to deal out large 
presents to their chiefs and people, and 
tells them he will pay for the. country, if 
they insist upon selling it, one thousand 
dollars more than we are willing or able ta 
pay. So long as he continues thus- lavish 
of his means, we shall not be able to do 
anything." 

The Governor however thinks that 
the prospect of making other pur- 
chases is very fair. He says, under 
date of April htst:^— 

" If we had the funds, I have no doubt 
that in less than one year we could effect a 
purchase of almost the entire coast between 
this and Cape Palmas. Several important 
points, viz: Naunakroo, King Willey Town, 
and Tasso, are now offered, but we have 
not ^e means,** 

Since that date, we have sent him 
the means to make additional pur- 
chases, and have instructed him to 
prosecute them with all possible ra- 
pidity. 

There are now eleven settle- 
ments in Liberia. Of these, Moir- 
ROviA is the largest, and the seat of 
Government. It contains about 1,000 
inhabitants. 

On the St. PauPs river there are 
three settlements, Caldwell, Mills- 
burg, and McDonogh. The first 
about ten miles, the second about 
twenty, and the third about eighteen 
miles from Monrovia. On an arm 
of the St. Paul's river, called Stock- 
ton creek, is New Georgia, the se^ 



1846.] 



Annual Report of the American CoL Society. 



49 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



ilement of reeaptared Africans. At 
the mouth of the Junk river is the 
settlement of Marshall, about thirty- 
five miles by sea south of Monrovia. 
On the St John's river are the settle- 
ments of Bassa Cove, Edina, and 
Bexley, about seventy miles from 
Monrovia. Farther down the coast, 
at the distance of about 130 miles by 
sea from Monrovia, at the mouth of 
the Sinou river, is the settlement of 
Gieenville, and up the river about 
six miles, is the settlement of the 
people liberated by the late Mrs. 
Reed, of Mississippi. 

Some progress has been made 
in the effort to educate every child 
in these settlements, fn his last 
message to the legislature. Gov. 
Roberts says :— 

"I am happy to be able to inform you, 
gentlemen, inat during the past year we 
have succeeded in establishing a primary 
school in each of the settlements of Mar- 
shall, Edina, and Bassa Cove. These schools, 
according to the reports of the commit- 
tees, are well attended, and in a prosperous 
condition ; they are, nevertheless, far from 
bein^ adequate to the wants of the people ; 
the limited means of the government will 
not allow, notwithstanding the legislature 
have done all in their power to meet the 
wants and wishes of the people in this re- 
spect, to employ such teachers as the ad- 
vancement of many of the children re- 
quire." 

From the letters of other citizens 
of Liberia, we are assured that the 
most commendable efforts are mak- 
ing, not only to educate the children? 
but also to increase the intelligence 
of the already grown part of the 
population. Dr. Lugenbeel says : — 

"There ap()ears to be a growing interest 
among the citizens of this place (Monro- 
via) in regard to intellectual improvement. 
At present we have two flourishing ly- 
ceums, which meet weekly. 

4 



<*In regard to the citizeDB of Liberia, I 
may state, that although many of them are 
ignorant, yet there is a considerable inim- 
ber whose intellectual acquirements are of 
a higher order than some of tbeir oppo- 
nents in the United States imagine it possi- 
ble for any of their race to attain unto. 
And I may further state, that those among 
them who are most intelligent and influen- 
tial, acquired roost of their knowledge in 
this country. 

"The majority of persons who are sent 
to Liberia are totally illiterate, most of them 
liberated slaves — persons who were never 
in the habit of providing for themselves ; 
and some of them are not capable of appre- 
ciating the privileges of freedom. Consei- 
quently there are some persons in the colo- 
ny who, instead of bein^ of service to it, are 
obstacles to its prosperity. 

"I think it is probable, however, that, in- 
dependent of any further accession of num- 
bers by immigration, the colony tooyld am' 
Hnue to prosper, for the advantages which 
are enjoyed by the children and youth of 
Liberia m acquiring knowledge, induce me 
to believe that the little ship of state wiU 
never become a wreck for the want of com- 
petent officers to direct her in the proper 
course. 

"On^ remark more in regard to the jfoung 
people in the colony. In addition to what 
I have already stated in reference to the in- 
tellectual improvement of the rising vene- 
ration, I may remark, that the physical sys- 
tems of the second generation will be as 
well adapted to this climate as the aWi- 
^nes are. This is certainly encouraging 
m relation to the future prosperity otthe 
colony; for, even should the lives of adult 
emigrants be abridged by coming to this 
country, it ought surely to be a consolation 
to them to know that they are providing a 
permanent home for succeeding generations 
of their race — a home in which they will 
live in the enjoyment of health, happiness, 
and iadepenaence." 

His opinion in regard to the ad* 

vantages which Ijberia presents as a 

home for the colored man, is conr 

tained succinctly in the following 

paragiaph : — 

"I am decidedly of opinion that, with 
honesty, industry, and economy, colored 
persons may live in Liberia more easily, 
comforiaUy, and independently, than they 
can in the United States. But it is folly for 
any person to come to this country with the 
expectation of living without working, or 
without making any efibrt to provide for 
themselves. 1 believe this is the only land 
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in which the proscribed descendants of 
Ham can be really and truly free. And 
were I a colored man, and not a slave, I 
should never think of breathing any other 
air than that which bears the fragrance of 
the flowers of my forefathers* home across 
the verdant landscape. I would live and 
toil and die in Africa.*' 

The cause of religion has prospered 
much, both among the citizens of 
Liberia and at the missionary sta- 
tions among the natives. The Metho- 
dist Board of Missions sent out a 
large reinforcement to their mis- 
sions. Six missionaries* sailed in 
the ship Roanoke, three white men 
and their wives, of whom, four were 
to be located in the neighborhood of 
Monrovia, the other two at Cape 
Palmas. 

In order to present Liberia as it 
appears to an intelligent, disinterest- 
ed person, we cite an extract from 
the "Journal of an African Cruiser ^'^^ 
abook which was published last sum- 
mer, written by an officer in our 
navy, who was on board one of our 
men-of-war during her cruise on the 
western coast of Africa. He visit- 
ed, repeatedly, the various settle- 
ments : saw whatever could be seen ; 
and heard whatever could be heard ; 
and was well prepared to give an 
unbiassed opinion of all, as will be 
seen from the following extract from 
the preface :— 

" A northern man, but not unacquainted 
with the slave institutions of our own and 
other countries — ^neither an abolitionist nor 
a colonizationist — ^without prejudice, as 
without prepossession — ^he felt himself thus 
far quahiiea to examine the great enter- 
prise which he beheld in progress. He 
enjoyed, moreover, the advantage of com- 
paring Liberia, as he now saw it, with a 
personal observation of its condition three 
years before, and could therefore mark its 
onward or retreating footsteps, and the bet- 



ter judge what was permanent, and what 
merely temporary or accidental. With 
these qualifications, he may at least hope 
to have spoken so much of truth as entire* 
ly to gratify neither the friends noi ene- 
mies of this interesting colony." 

The following is the conclusion of 
what he has to say of Liberia, the 
summing up of his opinion from tlie 

facts before him : — 

"It is now fourteen months since our 
ship first visited Monrovia. Within that 
period there has been a very perceptible im- 
provement in its condition. 

"The houses are in better repair; the 
^rdens under superior cultivation.^ There 
IS an abundant supply of cattle which have 
been purchased from the natives. More 
merchant vessels now make this their port, 
brindng ?oods hither, and creating a mar- 
ket Tor the commodities, live stock and 
vegetables of the colonists. An increased 
amount of money is in circulation ; and the- 
inhabitants find that they can dispose of 
the products of their industry for something 
better than the cloth and tobacco which 
they were formerly obliged to take in pay- 
ment. The squadron of United States 
men-of-war, if it do no other good, will at 
least have an essential share in promoting 
the prosperity of Liberia. After having 
seen much, and reflected upon the subject 
even to weariness, I write down my opin- 
ion, that Liberia is firmly planted, and is 
destined to increase and prosper. That it 
will do, though all further support from the 
United States be discontinued A large por- 
tion of the present population, it is true, are 
ignorant, and incompetent to place a just es- 
timate on freedom, or even to comprehend 
what freedom really is. But they are gener- 
ally improving in this respect; and there is 
already a sufficient intermixture of intelli- 
gent, enterprising and sagacious men, to 
give the proper tone to the colony, and in- 
sure its ultimate success. The great hope, 
however, is in the generation that will fol- 
low these original emigrants. Education 
is universally difiused among the children ; 
and its advantages, now beginning to be 
very manifest, will, in a few years, place 
the destinies of this great enterprise in the 
hands of men bom and bred in Africa. 
Then, and not till then, will the experiment 
of African colonization, and of the ability 
of the colonists for self-support and self-go- 
vernment, have been fairly tried. My be- 
lief is firm in a favorable result. Mean- 
time, it would be wiser in the Colonization 
Society, and its more zealous members, to 
moderate their tone, and speak less strong- 
ly as to the advantages held out by Libena. 
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UnqnestioDablv, it i? a better country than 
America for me colored race. But they 
will find it very far from a paradise. Men 
ivho expect to become independent and 
respectable, can only achieve their object 
here on the same terms as everjr where 
else. They must cultivate their minds, be 
^ling to exert themselves, and not look 
for too easy or too rapid rise of fortune. 
One thing is certain. People of color have 
here their fair position in the comparative 
scale of mankind. The white man who 
visits Liberia, be he of what rank he 
may, and however imbued with the preju- 
dice of home, associates with the colonists 
on terms of equality. This would be im- 
possible (speaking not of individuals, but 
of the general intercourse between the two 
races,) in the United States. The colo- 
nist feels his advantage in this respect, 
and reckons it of neater weight in the bal- 
ance than all the nardships to which he is 
obliged to submit, in an unwanted climate, 
and a strange country. He is reclaimed 
from ages of degradation and rises to the 
erect suiture of humanity. On this soil, 
tun-parched though, he gives the laws ; and 
the white men must obey them. In this 
point of view — as restoring to him his long- 
lost birth-rieht of equality, Liberia may in- 
deed be called the black man^s paradise. 
It is difficult to laj too great stress on the 
above considerations. When the white 
man sets his foot on the shore of Africa, he 
finds it necessary to throw off his former 
prejudices. For my own part, I have 
dined at the tables of many colored men in 
Liberia, have entertained; them on ship- 
board, worshipped with them at churcn, 
walked, rode, and associated with tliem, as 
equal with equal, if not as friend with 
friend. Were I to meet those men in my 
own town, and among my own rolations, 
I would treat them kindly and hospitably, 
as they have treated me. My position 
would give me confidence to do so. But 
in another city, where I might be known 
to few, should I follow the dictates of my 
head and heart, and there treat these color- 
ed men as brethren and equals, it would 
imply the exercise of greater moral courage 
than I have ever been aware of possessing. 
This is sad ; but it shows forcibly what the 
colored race have to struggle against in 
America, and how vast an advantage is 
gained by removing to another soil." 

This testimony we consider in- 
valuable. In view of it, who can 
doubt that the experiment of African 
colonization has been successful? 
Who is not convinced that when all 
the facts in the case are seen, and 



all the circumstances are considered, 
there is every reasonable ground of 
encouragement in regard to the ulti- 
mate success of the enterprise, and 
the incalculable good to the colored 
race every where, which will accrub 
from it? 

These views, we believe, are en- 
tertained by the great body of the 
citizens of Liberia. The editor of 
Africa's Luminary, a colored man, 
makes the following judicious re- 
marks on the subject i-^ 

"Without any particular advocacy of 
either the system or measures which the 
American Colonization Societyr has ap- 

E roved of, we a9sert, in the lace of its 
-iends and foes, that it has solved some 
important problems, the truth of which, 
but for this efibrt for our good, must have 
remained doubtful for centuries to come. 

" In the first place, it has demonstrated 
that the people or color immigrating to the 
American colony of Liberia, with the usual 
success attendant upon industry, can be^ 
not only free, in all the meaning which that 
significant word embraces, hut happy to the 
same extent of meaning. It has demon- 
strated that we only require pecuniary pow- 
er to place our various interests upon the 
footing of which they are obviously capa- 
ble, and we need envy no man or nation of 
men on earth. We do not envy them now. 

" In the aecond place, it has demonstra- 
ted, we think with sufficient conclusiveness^ 
that the. colored race, in common with other 
races of the same Creator's forming hand^ 
possesses the faculty of aelf-governmerU, 

" Theory and speculation have contest- 
ed this point with great diversity of object 
in view, and with various degrees of success- 
ful argumentation ; but it has remained for 
the American Colonization Society, in the 
nineteenth century, to give to the nations 
of the earth a practical demonstration. 

" Third. It has demonstrated, in the great 
mortality of the whites, their admissions 
on this subject, and the success with which 
the labors of colored men have been at- 
tended — moral and intellectual qualifica- 
tions being supposed — that the colored race 
is the proper medium through which to 
convert the swarming postenty of their 
ancestors. 

" Fourth. It has demonstrated, with the 
clearness of a sun-beam, that an Ameri- 
can colony is a most effectual antidote 
against either domestic or foreign slavery. 
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and all their accomplices within its juris- 1 
diction. It crushes that brat of the pit — 
the traffic in human flesh and blood — un- 
der its triumphant feet 

« This bemg so, what more natural than 
that we, as a people, should respect an in- 
stitution which has been instnimental in 
developing to the view of mankind so 
many things highly creditable to our race, 
and m procuring for us here a home, and a 
happjf home too, and the enjoyment of all 
the rights and privileges belonging to men. 
What more to be expected, as a matter of 
course, than that we should love that borne, 
not so much, perhaps, on account of any- 
thing so very pecuhar in itself, so far as tne 
place is concerned, but it is a refu^ from 
the most cowing distinctions — distinctions 
that must discourage the efforts, dwarf the 
intellect, and bleed the heart of every 
thoughtful man of color. They sit upon 
the most persevering, aspiring mind fike 
an incubus, till, overcome by their over- 
powering weight, it gains a level but little 
m advance of former generations, and ser- 
vilely submits to be oppressed. Besides, 
here is something in the circumstances af- 
fecting us here — our liberty, our political 
equalities, our social rights and pnvileges, 
every. man being a man amon^ his fellows, 
and, above all, our expectation, at some 
future day, of being a people, not by re- 
vulsion or revolution, but by nahiral growth, 
a nation among other nations. There is 
something in aU this that gives a peculiar 
character to our hope as colored men. But 
more than this : the human mind is con- 
fessedly a unit, but still divisible, in men- 
tal analysis, and for philosophical purposes, 
among other divisions,into ctoMes of feelings, 
for the full development of which, it is said, 
they must be so situated to outward cir- 
cumstances as to receive from them the 
requisite promptings to efibrt. Hence the 
white citizen of America, for example, 
pursues his upward career in the road to 
political or civil distinction, or to any other 
eminence for which tact and literary quali- 
fications are required, with avidity and the 
speed of a locomotive. Why? Because 
the road is open to him ; and because it is 
open, honor and eminence beine[ attainable 
by him — he " seeing them afar off," it 
may be, " being persuaded of them, and 
embracing them" — they are, to all intents 
and purposes, the proper excitants; and 
they ^ive exercise to feelings in his mind, 
to which others, before whom the road to 
eminence is not so clearly opened, or not 
opened at all^ are entire strangers. They 
never had, or never will have, some of the 
feelinQ;s that inspire his bosom, and prompt 
to a higher degree of intellectual improve- 
ment. 
*' We make these remarks for the pur- 



pose of showing that, whateyar else W9 
might have possessed in the land that gave 
many of us birth, the way to many species 
of virtuous distinction not beiof open to 
us, we consequently did not nave, and 
could not have, the delighting and improv- 
ing prompting of many feelings which 
here we experience in common with the 
most free and happy of any nation. Not 
only, then, is our hope peculiar in its char- 
acter, but we have ineUemenU to at least 
mental and political activity which we 
never could have experienced to the same 
de^e any where but in Liberia. Every 
thine considered, will any one blame us if 
we love our home? Will they ridicule 
that affection as either unnatural or incon- 
sistent ? While we say to all, without the 
least feeling of animosity, ** enjoy your 
own opinion," have we not a right to the 
same indulgence from those who think 

Eroper to differ from us? We think we 



ave. 



The only cause of disquietade or 
alarm which has existed in connec- 
tion with L1BBRIA9 has been the old 
difficulties with the British Govern-* 
ment ; originating in the seizure by 
the collector of Bassa Cove of cer* 
tain goods valued at about $300, 
which had been landed by a British 
subject, in violation of the revenue 
laws of the commonwealth. 

Several years ago, and after the colo- 
ny had purchased 8ie supreme jurisdiction 
over the territory at Grand Bassa, in a civil 
and political respect, and had also purchase^ 
the territory itself, Capt. Dring, a British 
trader, landed his goods there, and refused 
to pay the duties required by the laws of the 
colony. In the proper execution of the 
laws, his goods were seized ; and he still 
refusing to pay the duties, the goods were 
sold to pay them. 

He then complained to his Government; 
and Capt Denman, the then commander oi 
the British Squadron on that coast, was 
instructed to demand indemnity of the 
colohial authorities on the ground, " thcU 
factories have been maintained by BriUsh 
subjects at various points, and mat for a 
long series of years, British vessels have been 
in the constant habit of prosecuting a free 
and uninterrupted commerce vrith the natives 
of Bassa Cove, subject only to the customary 
presents to the native chiefs, and that more 
recently the right to trade and establish fac- 
lories, had been purchased by a Brttiih 
subject.^* 
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To this GrOY. Robeits replied in sub- 
stance, that Capt Dring was not the person 
who had purchased the right to establish 
factories and trade with the natives — and 
that there was no evidence that this pur- 
chase, or the benefits of it, had been in any 
manner transferred to him, and that he was 
therefore entirely without excuse for violat- 
ing the revenue laws of Liberia. 

He also proved, in a manner that 
was considered conclusive, that the 
eommonwealth of Liberia had pur- 
chased the territory itself, including 
right of soil and jurisdiction, prior to 
any contract with the native chiefs 
made by any British subject. Indeed 
it was asserted that there was no 
proof that Captain Spence, or any 
other British subject, had ever pur- 
chased Grand Bassa Point, or any 
part of the Bassa country, and Com- 
mandant Denman and Captain Oake, 
of the British Navy, were both chal- 
lenged to produce any documents to 
prove the fact. And they were 
never able to do it ! Under this 
view of the subject, the Governor 
▼ery ^operly refused to grant any 
redress for the goods seized and sold 
to pay duties. 

in this position the matter for 
some time rested ; and it was hoped 
that BO farther difficulties would 
grow out of it. 

Soon after, however, as it 
seems from the letter of Capt. Oake, 
^ it was submitted to the considera- 
tion of Her^yiajesty's Government" 

Full statements of all the facts in 
the ease were also laid before Mr. 
F0Z9 while he was British minister, 
together with a correct exhibit of the 
lelations of Liberia to this country 
and to die American Colonization 



Society, and of the extent of territo- 
ry owned by it on the African coast. 

The next thing heard on the sub- 
ject was in a letter of Lord Aber- 
deen to Mr. Everett, in which are 
these significant words : ^ Her Ma- 
jesty's naval commanders afford ef- 
ficient protection to British trade 
against improper assumption of 
power on the part of the Liberian 
authorities. " 

The inquiry immediately occurred, 
when or where have the Liberians 
assumed power which did not right- 
fully belong to them ? In no instance 
did they even attempt to restrict 
British commerce except according to 
laws regularly established by the 
colonial council, sanctioned and ap- 
proved by the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. — And never did they at- 
tempt to extend these laws over any 
territory except that which they 
owned, and for which they could 
show a good and sufficient title ! 

And yet Mr. Fox, in his despatch to 
Mr. Upshur, charges them with 
showing a disposition to enlarge 
very considerably the limits of their 
territory ; assuming, to all appear- 
ances quite unjustifiably, the right of 
monopolizing the trade with the na- 
tive inhabitants along a considerable 
line of coast, where the trade had 
hitherto been free ; and thus ^ in- 
juriously inierfering with the com- 
merce^ interest^ Bnd pursuits o{ Brit- 
ish subjects in that quarter. " 

To this Mr Upshur replied :— 

«It is believed that the colony has ad- 
vanced no claims which ought not to be al- 
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lowed to an infant settlement just struggling^ 
into a healthy existence. Its object and 
motives entitle it to the respect of the 
stronger powers, and its very weakness 
gives it irresistible claims to tneir forbear- 



ance. 

" It is not perceived that any nation can 
have jnst reason to complain that this set- 
tlement does not confine itself to the limits 
of its original territory. Its very existence 
requires that it should extend those limits. 
Heretofore,this has never been done by arms 
so far as I am informed, but always by fair 
purchase from the natives. In like man- 
ner, their treaties with the native princes, 
whether of trade or otherwise, ought to 
be respected. It is quite certain that their 
influence in piyilizing and christianizing 
Africa, in suppressing the slave trade, and 
in ameliorating the condition of African 
daves, will be worth very little, if they 
should be restrained at this time in any one 
of these particulars. Full justice, it is 
hoped, may be done to England, without 
denying to Liberia powers so necessary to 
the safety, the prosperity, and the utility 
of that settlement as a philanthropic estab- 
lishment.*' 

In the conclusion of his despatch, 

Mr. Fox had said : — 

" It is not for a moment supposed that the 
United States Government would, either 
directly or indirectly, sanction such pro- 
ceedings ; but, in case of its becoming ne- 
cessary to stop the further progress of such 
proceeding and such pretentions, it is very 
desirable, in order, as before mentioned, 
to avert causes of future dispute and con- 
tention, that Her Majesty's Government 
should be informed whether the authorities 
of Liberia are themselves alone responsible 
on the spot fo^ their public acts ; oi' whether, 
if they are under the protection and con- 
trol of the United States Government, it is 
to that Government that application must 
be made when the occasions Bbove alluded 
to may require it. " 

To which Mr. Upshur replied : — 

** This Government does not, of pourse, 
undertake to settle and adjust difierences 
which have arisen between !&ritish subjects 
and the authorities of Liberia. Those au- 
thorities are responsible for their own acts; 
and they certamly would not expect the 
support or countenance of this Government 
in any act of injustice towards individuals 
or nations. But, as they are themselves 
nearly powerless, they must rely, for the 
protection of their own rights, on the jus- 
tice and sympathy of other powers. 

"Although no apprehension is enter- 
tained that the Britisti Government medi- 



tates any wrong to this interesting settle- 
ment, yet the occasion is deemed a fit one 
for maldng known, beyond a simple an- 
swer to your inquiries, in what light it is 
regarded by the Grovemment and people 
of the United States. It is due to Her Ma- 
jesty's Grovemment that I should inform 
you that this Grovemment regards it as oc- 
cupying a peculiar position, and as possess- 
ing peculiar claims to the friendly consider- 
ation of all Christian powers ; that this eo- 
vernment will be, at aU time8,prepared to 
interpose its good offices to prevent any 
eneroaehment by ike colony upon opiy Just 
right of any nation, and that it would be very 
untoUling to see it despoiled of Us territory y 
righlfaUy acquired, or improperly restrained 
in the exercise of its necessary rights and 
powers as anindependent settlement" 

Here it seems all correspondence 
ceased. It is probable the British 
Government had obtained all the in- 
formation they desired — viz : that 
Liberia was not a colony of the 
United States Government. 

Soon after this the matter was 
again brought before the colonial 
authorities in a letter addressed by 
Commandant Jones, of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Penelope, dated Sep- 
tember 9, 1844, in which he denies 
the right of the commonwealth of 
Liberia to exercise any of the pow- 
ers appertaining to a sovereign in- 
dependent state; denies that it has 
any authority to exercise jurisdic- 
tion over its own territory. If we 
may credit British traders, on the 
coast, this doctrine was authori- 
tatively promulgated among them 
shortly afterward. A captain of a 
trading vessel told the collector that 
they were instructed not to pay the 
duties. And accordingly. Captain 
Davidson, of the English schooner 
"Little Ben, " arrived atBassa Cove, 
landed goods, and refused to pay the 
harbor dues, and assigned as the 
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reason, that Commandant Jones had 
notified the British traders that such 
charges were illegal, and should be 
resisted, and that the squadron under 
his authoiity was ready to protect 
them in their resistance. The col- 
lector seized goods of his, enough to 
pay the duties. He left, as he said, 
to report the case to Commander 
Jones. 

A day or two after, the British 
man-of-war ''Lily" came into the 
harbor and took possession of the 
colonial schooner "John Seys," 
belonging to Stephen A. Benson, 
having on board a cargo of trade 
goods valued at about $5,000, and 
ready to proceed on a trading voy- 
age to the leeward the following 
day. The captors refused to allow 
the captain to come on board, and 
when he made the attempt, they 
levelled their muskets at him an^ 
compelled him to desist. They of- 
fered no explanation of their con- 
duct, and refused to hear any thing 
in regard to the character of the 
schooner. 

There was every thing in the cir- 
cumstances to induce the belief that 
the vessel was taken as a reprisal 
for the goods seized by the collec- 
tor, and sold to fulfill the require- 
ments of the law. There are but 
two other suppositions possible in 
the case : one of which is, that they 
suspected the ^' John Seys" of being 
engaged in the slave trade. This 
however is perfectly improbable and 
untenable. There was no reason in 
ihe world for such a suspicion. 



Every body knew the John Seys as 
a regular lawful trader along the 
coast ; she had nothing on board at 
the time which could be possibly 
construed as proof that she was a 
slaver. And in addition to this, her 
captors did not act as they always do 
when they suspect a vessel ; they 
made no search of her, they insti- 
tuted no enquiry about her, but 
seized and carried her off. They 
could not, and did not, then, take her 
on this ground. 

The only other supposible ground 
for this outrage is, that it was intend- 
ed tp test the disposition and abili- 
ty of Liberia to sustain itself. So 
long as it was supposed to be pro- 
tected by the strong arm of this 
country, no attempt was made to 
interfere with its rights and privi- 
leges, although there was the very 
same reasons existing then as now. 
But the moment it is known that the 
Liberians must look to God alone for 
support, an order is sent out by the 
British Secretary of State for foreign 
affairs, directing that no port charges, 
light duty, or tariff, shall be paid by 
British vessels in any port of Libe- 
ria. It is not to be treated with as 
much respect and consideration, as 
the native savage tribes along the 
coast. A British officer, by authority 
of instructions from home, informs 
them that they are not an acknow- 
ledged nation; therefore, have no 
right to navigate the ocean, and that 
even along their own shores, their 
flag will not be respected ! A ves- 
sel belonging to one of the colonists 
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is seized while lying in one of their 
own ports, and carried off as a 
prize ! 

In this view, this transaction 
seems like a premeditated exercise 
of inhumanity, injustice and oppres- 
sion. While it was supposed that 
Liberia was a colony or agency of 
the United States, no attempt was 
ever made to interfere with their 
trading voyages. The stripes and 
cross were as well known along the 
whole coast from Goree to Cape 
Palmas, as were the stripes andstars^ 
and were always as much respected. 

But it is not so now. The John 
Seys was carried to Sierra Leone 
and there entered for adjudication 
ia the Vice Admiralty's Court, on 
the charge of being engaged in the 
slave trade. But the charge could 
not be sustained ; there was not the 
shadow of proof against her. The 
officer who captured her, committed 
suicide by cutting his throat, in con- 
sequence, as it is said, of chagrin, 
caused by the unenviable circum- 
stances in which he had placed him- 
self. After a delay of more than three 
months^ the case was decided and the 
vessel was cleared ; and Mr. Benson, 
the owner, was informed that he could 
have his vessel only on condition 
that he would pay the cost of the 
adjudication^ amounting to about 
$1,200. Such a decision we presume 
was never before heard of! One 
item in the long list of costSy is a 
charge of $1 50 a day for the hire of 
an anchor, for 99 days, notwith- 
standing, when the schooner was 



taken, she had on board two good 
anchors, with chain cables ! 

Mr. Benson declined this propo- 
sal of the courts and determined 
not to submit to such injustice. Of 
course, the vessel would be sold to 
pay the charges, and with the cargo, 
would be a total loss of from ten to 
twelve thousand dollars to the owner ! 

Under these circumstances, the 
question has very naturally arisen, 
what method can best be devised to 
secure Liberia from like interference 
in the future ? 

Dr. Hodgkin, of London, an emi* 
nent philanthropist, and a fast friend 
of Liberia, in a letter addressed to 
the Secretary, makes the following 
remarks : '^ This untoward circum- 
stance (the seizure of the ' John 
Seys*) must not be contemplated as 
an isolated fact, but must be consider- 
ed in connection with occurrences 
antecedent and subsequent to i^." 
He further on takes the ground sub- 
stantially, that the only way to pre- 
vent such interference with the af- 
fairs of Liberia by British vessels is 
to obtain from England an acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of 
Liberia ; that they are obliged to act 
on the maxim of the lawyers — *' De 
non apparentibus et non existenti. 
bus eadem est lexJ*^ 

From the letter of Com. Jones, it 
is clear that the only remedy for the 
evils of the present controversies 
with the British, is to be secured by 
the prosecution on the part of the 
government of Liberia, of wise and 
vigorous measures to obtain from 
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England and other countries a full 
recognition of all its rights and privi- 
leges as a free and independent 
sovereignty. 

The claim which Liberia has to 
sovereign rights and authority is 
based on the fact that they are a 
community living on their own soil, 
owing allegiance to no other power 
or government under heaven, no oth- 
er nation having, or claiming to ex- 
ercise any government over them ; 
and being themselves a political body, 
well organized, with good laws, tri- 
bunals of justice, all sanctioned by 
the legitimate authority and recog- 
nized institutions of Christianity. 
Thus situated they claim, from the 
obvious necessity, as well as the 
propriety of the case, the rights of 
self government, and demand, as an 
act of simple justice from all other 
nations, ^^to be leinloner^ 

They are a few true and noble 
men who have planted themselves 
there, with the hope of doing some- 
thing for the elevation of their long 
oppressed race. They have met 
with great difficulties — have had to 
struggle against a thousand adverse 
influences, and yet they have been 
undismayed. They have risen to 
somewhat of importance — have es- 
tablished all the forms of govern- 
ment, and have done much for the 
welfare of themselves and their kin- 
dred. They have formed and sup- 
ported Christian missions among the 
natives, after having suppressed the 
slave trade for several hundreds of 
miles along the coast! They may 



thus be said to constitute the last 
hope of their race. If they cannot 
succeed, no human sagacity can de- 
vise any means for their moral and 
intellectual elevation ! 

Such is the appeal which they 
make to the sympathy of the civi- 
lized world ! In view of it^ we 
trust that every thing which is pos» 
sible, will be done to continue their 
internal prosperity, by guarantee- 
ing their external peace : and that a 
little reflection on the part of any who 
may have wronged them, will pro- 
duce a salutary change of conduct 
and a happy recognition of their 
righteous authority. 

It has been thought that the rela- 
tion existing between Liberia and 
the American Colonization Society, 
imposed an insuperable barrier to 
the recognition, by any other go- 
vernment, of her independeiice. 
This is plainly intimated by Com. 
Jones. It is also inferred from the 
conversation of British oflicers with 
the Liberian authorities. Gov. Ro- 
berts remarks : — 

"In conversation with Capt. Buckle, 
I endeavored to draw from him some ex- 
pression that would give me some idea 
of the real object and intentions of the 
British government in respect to these co- 
lonies. He, however, was very yarded 
in his remarks — ^in f^t told me he was 
not authorized to enter upon any discus- 
sion of the subject. He, however, gave 
me to understand Mo/ his Gowmment tSndd 
not, 80 Umg 08 the colony remained depen- 
dent or subject to the Colonization Society^ 
relinquish one foot of the ground assumed by 
Commander Jones,** 

Under these circumstances, it be- 
comes necessary to consider the pro- 
priety of changing this relation, and 
thus removing every shadow of con- 
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stitutional objection, and every appa- 
rent ground of complaint. 

It is well known that from the first 
organization of this Society, it has 
been a settled policy to place the co- 
lored man in circumstances the most 
conducive to the development of his 
natural faculties, and the elevation of 
bis character; to invest him with 
all the responsibilities and immuni- 
ties of his government and the main- 
tenance of the institutions of reli- 
gion and education : and finally, to 
place him upon an equality with 
the most favored governments of the 
earth. 

The Society has retained the 
power of appointing the Governor^ 
but the Lieutenant Governor has been 
elected by the citizens of the com- 
monwealth, together with all the oth- 
er officers. The Society has also 
retained a veto power, over the acts 
of the Colonial Legislature, but for 
years past, has not exercised it, in a 
(single instance. 

The legislature has from time to 
time enacted whatever laws they 
thought necessary to the welfare of 
the commonwealth; their laws are 
their own — the offspring of their own 
judgment and discretion ; their gov- 
ernment is substantially their own, 
and they have shown themselves 
competent to its stability and perpe- 
tuity, if they can only be left to 



the exercise of their rights and privi- 
leges without molestation or inter- 
ference from any external power, 
or incidental cause. 

It has always been the intention 
of the . friends of colonization to 
place in the hands of the citizens of 
Liberia, the entire responsibility of 
their own government, at such time 
as it seemed prudent to do so, or 
when circumstances demanded it* 

In the opinion of the majority of 
the dtizene of Liberia^ this time has 
now come. 

The subject was brought before 
the legislature of the commonwealth 
at their last session, by the message 
of Governor Roberts. After much 
deliberation, a preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted, and a committee 
appointed to communicate them to 
the Board of Directors of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, with a full 
statement of their views. From 
them the following letter has been 
received, inclosing the resolutions 
accompanying : — 

"Monrovia, 

January 15(A, 1845. 

" To the Board of Managers of the Jl, C, S. 

" Gentlemen — ^We, the undersigned, ap- 
pointed a committee by the present session 
of the legislature of the commonwealth of 
Liberia, to address you on a subject of vital 
importance to us, beg leave to ask your at- 
tention to the object of the communication 
we have been requested to make. 

« When we recollect how much we owe to 
you as our best benefactors — ^howyou have 
fostered and defended us— >-what sacrifices 
of time, and labor, and money, you have 



* The following is the second article of the " Conetituiion for the Government of the 
African Colony of Liberia,*' adopted by the American Colonization Society, 23 May, 

1826. 

**Jkt. 2. The Colonization Society shall, from time to time, make such rules as thej^ 
may think fit for the government of the settlement, until they shall withdraw the! 
agents, and iecne the setUers to the Government of themselves.'* , 
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cheeiihlly made for us — ^how you have with 
more than paternal solicitude watched over 
our interests, and at the same time regard 
the sentiments of deep j^titude and pro- 
found respect which agitate and swell our 
bosom, we feel confident that in laying our 
case before you we shall obtain more^than 
ordinary sympathy and regard. 

" We cannot easily conceive of any thing 
which would be more painful to our feel- 
ings than the knowledge of a suspicion en- 
tertained by you from whom we have re- 
ceived so much, and to whom we owe a 
debt of gratitude we can never cancel, that 
we entertain for you any sentiments but 
those of profound respect and unshaken 
confidence of a grateral heart in a tried 
benefactor, which emboldens our communi- 
cation. The subject we have been charged 
to bring before you, is the claims which 
British traders nave set up to points of 
coast included in our purchased territory. 
While these claims were urged by these in- 
dividual traders only, we were not disposed 
to attach much importance to them. We 
supposed that no armament could be urged 
in favor of an individual claim that would 
not be good in &vor of ours, and that even 
denying us national character and attri- 
butes, still, in a contest with an individual, 
priority of claim must decide. But by a 

SoUtical metamorphosis the nature of the 
ispute is sought to be entirely altered. 
The British Government has taken the 
place of these individuals, and having thus 
changed the character of one of the claim- 
ants, proceeds to deny to us the right to ex- 
ercise authority in any degree affecting the 
interests of ISiritish traders, by declaring 
we have no sovereign and independent 
authority. We confess that this determi- 
nation on the p^ of the British people has 
caused us ereat disquietude and alarm, see- 
ing that this argument carried out to its 
consequences, would deprive us of the 
right of even self defence in any and every 
pvt of this our last asylum. 

"If we were able to argue this grave 
question, trusting, as we most sincerely do, 
to your known and tried interest in our 
welfare, and your ability to grasp it in all 
its results ; we would still think it but a 
tribute of that respect and deference which 
is due from us to you, to refer at once the 
matter to your consideration. 

'* We therefore think it unnecessary to do 
more than lay before 3rou, as tiie best expo- 
sition of the sentiments of the legislature, 
the resolutions, which after long and 
anxious deliberations were adopted at its 
present session. These resolutions we have 
the honor to enclose. 

**We need not say how anxiously we 
shall await your action upon this subject. 
We conceive it by far the most momentous 



question we were ever called upon to de- 
liberate, and therefore shall be prepared to 
enter with energy upon any course likely 
to avert the impending calamity which you 
may point out to us. 

" We have the honor to be, 

Grentlemen, your ob't serv'ts, 
H. TEAGE, M. C, 
J. B. GRIPON, 
H. P. DAVIS, 
LEWIS CIPLES." 

The following are the resolutions 
alluded to above:— 

"The committee having carefully and 
patiently examined the coirespondence be- 
tween the executive officers of this com- 
monwealth and the British naval officers on 
this coast, on the vexed subject of our ter- 
ritorial limits and political authority over 
the territory claimed by us, and regarding 
it a question in which our very existence 
is involved, are of opinion that, as speedily 
as circumstances will admi^ measures 
should be taken to have the question de- 
finitely and finally settled : and, 

" TVhereas, The British naval command- 
er on the western coast of Africa, Com- 
modore Jones, in a communication to the 
Grovemorof this commonwealth, has denied 
the right of the American Colonization So- 
ciety to exercise authority in any degree 
affecting the interests of British traders, or 
even to acquire and hold territory on this 
coast, or to exercise any of the functions 
and rights usually exercised by sovereign 
and independent communities, and by pari- 
ty of reason has denied the rights to us who 
profess to act under authority derived from 
said Society ; and, 

" Whereas^ The same process of reason- 
ing would not only wrest from our hands 
political jurisdiction over eyery part of our 
purchase, but also extinguish our claim to 
territory honorably purchased and paid for, 
seeing we have no right to hold what we 
have no right to purchase ; and, 

" Whereas, It is a matter of demonstra- 
tion, that we cannot lone; continue to exist 
without not only territorial but absolute po- 
litical jurisdiction over a certain extent of 
coun^; and, 

" Ivhereas, We have in common with 
the rest of the ^eat family, of a common 
parent, certain rights which cannot be im- 
paired but by conventional agreement : 

"Besolvea, That the present crisis im-« 
peratively demands that we at once betake 
ourselves to that position where we may 
ur^e those claims which, while they would 
stnctly accord with principles of a just de- 
mand, would also appeal lo the sympathy 
of the world. 

'*Bes(Av€d, Therefore, that a committee 
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of four members of this body be associated 
tsrith His Excellency to present the views 
of this house to the American Colonization 
Society on this subject, and to solicit their 
co-operation in accomplishing this import- 
ant object. 

" LEWIS CIPLES, 
Chairman of Com. of Whole." 

Governor Roberts, in transmitting 
the above letter and resolutions, 
adds : — 

"The legislature consumed much of 
their time in considering the communica- 
tion from Com. Jones, respecting the rights 
of this Grovernment to exercise political 
power and control. As ttiis is a subject 
involving questions of vital importance to 
the future hopes and prospects of the peo- 
ple of these colonies, I hope it has not es- 
caped your attention.'' 

The resolutions adopted at the 
last meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, in regard to this subject, were 
sent to Governor Roberts. On the 
2d of October last, he wrote in re- 
ply:— 

"The subject, sir, is one of vital import- 
ance, involving questions of national im- 
portance, which demand the exercise of 
ffreat caution and prudence ; which should 
be considered with great judgment and dis- 
crimination ; and I am happy to find that the 
people, in general, are aware of its im- 
portance and will not enter upon the sub- 
ject rashly and unadvisedly. They seem, 
almost universally, to regret the crisis 
which has driven them to any such alterna- 
tive, and did they not believe that it was 
absolutely necessary, the idea would not be 
«ntertained a moment. 

«« Immediately on the receipt of your let- 
ter, I laid bemre the Executive Council 
tlie preamble and resolutions. The]^ ad- 
vised that the subject lay over until the 
meetins of the next legislature, to assem- 
ble in January, when arrangements will be 
maide to lay the subject formally before the 
people^ In all prooability some change 
vrilTbe resolved upon. I am persuaded, 
however, that nottiin^ will be attempted 
conflicting with the wishes and the interests 
of the Society, or in an]^ respects calculated 
to cripple or retard their operations." 

The above is the last intelligence 
which we have received from Libe- 
ria. The legblature thereof is pro- 



bably in session at the present time, 
and engaged in the consideration of 
this subject. 

A proposition has been duly sub- 
mitted to the various State Societies 
by the Massachusetts Society so to 
alter the constitution of the Ai^eri- 
CAN Colonization Society as to 
enable the Board of Directors to 
change, in some important respects, 
the relations which Liberia no^ sus- 
tains to the Society, and to transfer 
the entire responsibility of their own 
government to the citizens thereof. 
The preceding statement of facts 
will be sufficient to bring the case 
fairly and fully before the Board of 
Directors and the friends of the 
vcause in this country. They em- 
brace a complete history of all the 
difticulties which have arisen in con- 
nection with the legislation of Libe- 
ria in regard to their commerce with 
other nations. In view of them the 
Board, and the friends of the cause 
generally, who are interested in the 
disposal of this vexed question, will 
be able to arrive at satisfactory con- 
clusions, and adopt such measures 
as shall tend to the enlarged opera- 
tions of the Society in this country, 
and to the peace, permanency and 
happiness of the commonwealth of 
Liberia. 

Should measures be adopted to 
place Liberia in a position of entire 
self-dependence and self-government, 
it is believed that no serious etrils 
will result from it, but on the con- 
trary, that it will add strength to all 
the virtuous emotions which now 
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they feel, and new power to the 
motives wliich tend to lift dienii up 
in the scale of humanity. Errors in 
legislation they may eommit ; mis- 
taken eonrses of policy they may 
adopt. Bat age and experience will 
correct them all. The tiny hand of 
infancy may be unable to bend &e 
bow of Ulysses, bat strength will 
come as years roll by, and ultimate- 
ly, and by almost imperceptible ad- 
vances, he shall stand forth in the 
vigor and glory of ripened manhood ! 
In the past career of its success, Li- 
beria has indeed outstripped the most 
sanguine anticipations of its friends. 
In its future progress, who shall at- 
tempt to limit its influence, or to set 
bounds to the tide of civilization and 
Christian liberty which shall from 
it flow onward and flow ever! 
Through its agency, Africa shall re- 
generate herself, by her own sons 
returned, from their long exile, to 
her bosom. ^ The wilderness shall 
be glad for them, and the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose : it 
shall blossom abundantly, and re- 
joice even with joy and singing! 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
unto it, and the excellency of Car- 
mel and Sharon.'* 

The magnitude and grandeur of 
such an enterprise cannot be over- 
estimated. It embraces the destiny 
of many millions of the present in- 
habitant? of our globe, with their 
descendants for many generations to 
come! 

Much praise is due to the brave 
and heroic colored men, who, inspir- 



ed with a desire to enjoy the full 
blessings of liberty, left the land of 
their birth and early associations, 
and went forth to try the experiment 
of planting themselves in tlie most 
barbarous quarter of the globe. 
They embarked in a great under* 
taking, at the peril of life. Many of 
them never lived to see tlie fruits of 
their labors. But, 

** Altho' no sculptured form diould deck Uie pbfce, 
Or aarbk laonuwcat Uieir •ahes gnetf 
sun for the deeds of worth, whidi Oiej have done. 
Shall flowers nn&ding flourish o'er their tonh." 

On those who still survive, rests 
an immeasurable responsibility. If 
Liberia is still to live and rise to a 
glorious nationality, they must rely 
mainly on their own awakened ener- 
gy, their indomitable courage and 
perseverance, their industry and 
economy, and their trust in God. 
They must do for themselves, what 
no body else can do for them. They 
must accomplish for others, a result 
unattainable ' in any other way. 
Millions of their brethren, now bound 
by slavery, and shrouded b/ super- 
stition, appeal to them for deliverance 
and salvation, to whose wondering 
eyes is to be exhibited the beautiful 
spectacle of towns erected, forests 
opened, temples of public worship 
built, schools established, and the 
superior advantages of that social 
and moral system, formed and mould- 
ed under the genius of our divine 
Christianity, spreading its healing wa- 
ters over the entire surface of society ! 

<<Far off shall shine the unextinguished ray, 
A mighty beacon, lighting glory '» way, 
Whose living lu»tre shall the world ^orn, 
And blesB and lave to ages y«t unbon)» " 
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F1A8T Presbtteuan Choech, 
Washington City, 

January 20, 1846. 

The American Colonization So- 
ciety met agreeably to adjournment 
at 7 o'clock, in the First Presbyterian 
Church. 

In the absence of the Hon. H. 
Clay, President, Gen. Walter Jones, 
a Vice President, took the Chair, and 
Rev. W. McLain acted as Secretar}'. 

The Rev. James Laurie, D. D., in- 
voked the Divine blessing. 

Extracts from the Annual Report 
of the Executive Committee were 
read by the Secretary, and on motion 
the Report was referred to the Board 
of Directors for their consideration. 

The Hon. William F, Giles, of 
Baltimore, offered the following re- 
solution, which he accompanied 
with an eloquent address on the sub- 
ject: — 

Resolv^y That the beneficial influences, 
political, commercial, and philanthropic, of 
African Colonization, commends it to the 
libef al patronage of the wise and the good 
every where. 

The Rev. E.N.Sawtell, of New 
York, offered and earnestly advoca- 
ted the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That the scheme of coloniza- 
tion is fraught with incalculable good to that 
part of the colored race, now in this coun- 
try, as well as to those in Africa. 

The Rev. John Chambers, of Phila- 
delphia, offered the following resolu- 
tion, and delivered a fervid and im- 
pressive appeal in favor of the great 
principles of colonization : — 

Resolved, That the great evangelic aspect 
and missionary bearing of colonization on 
Africa, ui^e its claims as a medium of sus- 



taining Christain missions there, on the 
sympatbv, the pravers and liberality of 
all who aesire and labor for the conversion 
of the whole world. 

These resolutions were all adopted 

and the Society adjourned to meet in 

the Colonization Rooms to-morrow, 

at 12 o* clock M. Concluded with 

prayer by the Rev. Dr. Maclean, of 

Princeton. 

Colonization Rooms, 
January 21, 1846. 

The Society met agreeably to ad- 
journment, and elected the following 
officers : 

PRESIDENT : 

Hon. henry CLAY. 

YICB PBXSinXNTB : 

1 John C. Herbert, of Maryland, 

2 General John H. Cocke, of Virginia, 

3 Daniel Webster, of Massachusetts, 

4 Charles F. Mercer, Florida, 

5 Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., of Conn., 

6 Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New York, 

7 Louis McLane, of Baltimore, 

8 Moses Allen, of New York, 

9 General W. Jones, of Washington, 

10 Joseph Gales, of Washington, 

11 Right Rev. Wm. Meade, D. D., Bishop 

of Virginia, 

12 John McDonogh, of Louisiana, 

13 Geo. Washington La&yette, of France, 

14 Rev. James O. Andrew, Bishop of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 

15 William Maxwell, of Virginia, 

16 Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio, 

17 Walter Lowrie, of New York, 

18 Jacob Burnet, of Ohio, 

19 Joshua Darling, of New Hampshire, 

20 Dr. Stephen Duncan, of Mississippiy 

21 William C. Rives, of Virginia, 

22 Rev. J. Laurie, D. D., of Washington, 

23 Rev. Wm. Winans, of Mississippi, 

24 James Boorman, of New York city, 

25 Henry A. Foster, of New York, 

26 Dr. John Ker, of Mississippi, 

27 Robert Campbell, of Georgia, 

28 Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey, 

29 James Garland, of Virginia, 

30 Rev, Thomas Morris, Biishop of the 

M. E. Church, Ohio, 
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31 Ru Honorable Lord Bexley, of London, 

32 Wm. Short, of Philadelphia, 

33 WiUard Hall, Delaware, 

34 Rt Rev. Bishop Otey, of Tenn., 

35 Gerald Ralston, of London, 

36 Rev. Courtland Van Rensselaer, N J., 

37 Dr. Hodgkin, of London, 

38 Rev. £. Burgess, D. D., of Dedham, 

Massachusetts, 

39 Thos. R. Htzaxd, of Providence, R I., 

40 Dr. Thos. Massie, of Tye River Mills, 

Yii^inia, 

41 Gen. Alexander Brown, of Virginia, 

42 Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott, Washington, 

43 Rev. Thos. E. Bond, D. D., N. York, 

44 Rev. A. Alexander, D. D., N. J., 

45 Samuel Wilkeson , of New York, 

46 L. Q. C. Elmer, of New Jersey, 

47 James Railey, of Missnssippi, 

48 Rev. Geo. W. Bethune, D. D., ofPhila., 

49 Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., of Phila., 

50 EUiot Cresson, Esq,, of Philadelphia, 



51 Anson G. Phelps, Esq^ New Yoik, 

52 Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D^ Andover, 

Massachusetts, 

53 Jonathan Hyde, Esq., Bath, Maine, 

54 Rev. J. P. Durbin, D. D., Carlisle, Pa., 

55 Rev. Beverly Waugh, Bishop of the 

M. E. Church, Baltimore, 
66 Rev. Dr. W. B. Johnson, S. C, 

57 Moses Shepherd, Baltimore, 

58 John Gray, Fredericksburg, Va., 

59 Bishop Mcllvain, of Ohio, 

60 Rev. Dr. Edgar, Nashville, Tenn., 

61 Rev. P. Lindsley, D. D., do. 

62 Hon. J. R. Underwood, Ky., 

63 Hon. J. W. Huntington, Conn., 

64 Hon. P. White, Putney, Vt, 

65 Hon. C. Marsh, Woodstock, Vt 

After which the Society adjourned 
to meet on the third Tuesday of 
January, 1847. 



1llr0ctebtn00 of tlft J^oarh of Wxrtctoxt 

Washington City, 
January 20, 1846. 
The Board of Directors of the 
American Colonization Society met, 
according to appointment, at the Co- 
lonization Rooms, at 12 o'clock at 
noon. Present, from Vermont^ Hon. 
P.White, and Henry Stevens, Esq. — 
From Massachusetts, Rev. Joseph 
Tracy — From New Fork^ A. G. 
Phelps, Esq., and Dr. D. M. Reese— 
From New Jersey, Rev. John Mac- 
lean, D. D. — From Pennsylvania^ 
Paul T. Jones, and Archibald 
Mclntyre, Esqs. — Secretary and Di- 
rector for life. Rev. Wm. McLain— 
Of the Executive Committee, Rev. 
C. A. Davis. 

The Rev. Wm. McLain, Secretary 
of the Society, called the Board to 
order, and nominated the Rev. John 
Maclean, D. D., of New Jersey, as 
Chairman, and he was unanimously 



of t\ft SLmtxmn Col0ni3att0tt Modttif. 

elected. The Rev. Joseph Tracy 
was chosen Clerk. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were then read by the Secretary, and 
on motion, were approved. 

The proposal of the Massachusetts 
Colonization Society for the amend- 
ment of the constitution of this So- 
ciety was then taken up, and read 
by the Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. Reese, the 
amendments were referred to a com- 
mittee of three. Dr. Reese, Mr. Tra- 
cy and Mr. McLain were appointed. 

Mr. Jones, by direction of the 
Pennsylvania Society, submitted a 
paper signed H., which was referred 
to the committee on the constitution. 

Mr. Tracy moved that a commit- 
tee be appointed to consider the con- 
stitution of the commonwealth of 
Liberia, and its relations to this So- 
ciety. The motion was postponed 
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till after the reading of the Annual 
Report. 

Mr. Jones submitted copies of let- 
ters from Dr. Hodgkin, of London, 
which, on motion, were laid on the 
table. 

Adjourned to 9 a. m. to-morrow. 

January 21, 1846. 
Met at 9 a. m. according to ad- 
journment. 

The minutes of the first session 
were read. 

The Secretary read letters from 
the Rev. A. D. Eddy, D. D., appoint- 
ed Delegate from New Jersey; S. 
Wilkeson, Esq., of Buffalo, New 
York, and Commodore M. C. Perry, 
of the U. S. Navy. 

The Hon. H. L. Ellsworth appear- 
ed and took his seat, as a Delegate 
from Indiana. 

Dr. Reese, from the committee on 
that subject, reported amendments to 
the constitution. 

After reading article by article, du- 
ring which sundry amendments were 
adopted. Dr. Reese moved that the 
amended constitution be adopted as 
the constitution of this Society. 

On motion of Mr. Tracy, the mo- 
tion was laid on the table for the 
present. 

The Annual Report of the Execu- 
tive Committee was taken up, and 
read by the Secretary. 

At 12 o'clock, the reading of the 
report was discontinued, and the re- 
port was laid on the table till after 
the meeting of the Society, which 
had adjourned to this time and place. 



After the meeting of the Society, 
the Board again came to order, and 
proceeded to the choice of officers 
for the year ensuing. The follow- 
ing were chosen, 

Executive Committee: 

M. ST. CLAIR CLARKE, Esq., 
W. W. SEATON, Esq., 
HARVEY LINDSLEY, M. D., 
H. O. DAYTON. Esq., 
Rev. C. A. DAVIS, 
JOSEPH H. BRADLEY, Esq., 
Rev. J, C. BACON, D. D. 

Secretary and Treasurer : 

Rev. WILLIAM McLAIN. 

Messrs. Phelps and Jones were 
appointed a committee to audit the 
Treasurer's account. 

The reading of the Annual Report 
was resumed. 

On motion, Messrs. Ellsworth, 
Reese, Tracy, McLain, and Stevens, 
were appointed a committee to con- 
sider and report upon the relations 
of the commonwealth of Liberia to 
this Society. To this committee, 
the Chairman was added by vote of 
the Board. 

The subject of the old compro- 
mised debts of the Society was 
brought up by (he Secretary, and 
after some discussion, was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Dr. Reese, the sum of 
two thousand seven hundred and fifty 
dollars was appropriated for expenses 
at ^is office for the year ensuing. 

Dr. Reese, from the committee to 
which the paper signed H. had been 
referred, reported, that it be referred 
to the Executive Committee. The 
paper was referred, accordingly, 

Mr. Mclntyre presented resolu- 
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lions of the Pennsylvania Coloniza- 
tion Society, relating to the afore- 
said paper. 

Tho vote referring said paper to 
the Executive Committee was recon- 
sidered, and the paper was referred 
to the committee on the relations of 
this Society to Liberia. 

Adjourned to 5 p. m. 

Met at 5 p. m. according to ad- 
journment. 

The Amended Constitution was 
taken up, and adopted as the Con- 
stitution of this Society ; and is as 
follows :— 

"AHicle 1. This Society shall be ciOled 
*The American Colpnlzation Society.' ' 

_ **Art. 2. The object to whiph its atten- 
tion ia to be exclusively directed is, to pro- 
mote and execute a plan for colonizing, 
with their own consent, the free people ol' 
color residing in our country, in Afric^, or 
such ot)ier place as Congress shall deem 
expedient. And the Society shall act, to 
effect this object, in co-operation with the 
Genera) Government and such of the States 
as may a4opt regulations on the subject. 

**^rt, 3. Every citizen of the United 
States ifvho shall nave paid to the funos of 
the Society the sum ofone dollar, shall be 
a member of the Society for one year from 
the time tof such payment. An^r pitizcn 
who shall have paid the sum of thirty doi- 
}ar8, shall be a member fo^life. And any 
citizen paying the sum of one thoi;sand 
dollars, shall t>e a Director for life. Fo- 
reigners may be made members by vote 
of tne Society or of the Directors. 

**Jri, 4. The Society shall meet ani^nal- 

Sf at Washington on the third Tuesday in 
anuary, and at such other times and places 
as they shall direct. At the annual meet- 
ing, a President and Vice Presidents shall 
be chosen, who shall perform the 4uties 
appropriate to those offices. 

<'^. 5. There shall be a Board of Di- 
rectoiti, composed of the Directors for life, 
aad of Delegates from the several State So- 
cieties and societies for the District of Cq- 
lombia and Territories of the United States. 
JMiofsocbsooMtisiibaUba entitled to 

4* 



one Delegate for every five hundred doU 
lars paid into the treasury of this Society 
within the year previous to the annual 
meeting. 

**-ffr/. 6. The Board shall annually ap« 
point a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Ex- 
ecutive Committee of seven persons; all 
of whom shall, ex officio^ be honorary mem- 
bers of ihe Board, having aright to be pres- 
ent at its meetings and to take part in the 
transaction of its business ; but they shall 
not vote, except as provided in article 7. 

'*Art.l. The Board of Directors shall 
meet annui^lly in Washington, immediately 
after the annual meeting of the Society, 
and at such other times and places as it 
shall appoint, or at the request of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Seven Directors shall 
form a quorum. But if, at any annual 
meeting, or meeting regularly called, a 
ieE5 number be in attendance, then five 
tfiembers of the Executive Committee, 
with such Directors, not less than four, as 
may be present, shall constitute a Board, 
and have competent authority to transact 
any business of the Society; provided, 
however, that the Board thus constituted 
shall carry np question upless the vote be 
unanimous. 

" Jh, 8. The Executive Committee shall 
meei according to its own appointment, or 
at the call of the Secretaiy. This Com- 
mittee shall have discretionary power to 
transact the business of the Society, sub* 
ject only to such limitations as are Ibund io 
its charter, in this Constitution, find in the 
votes that have been passed, or may hereafter 
be passed, by the Board of Directors. The 
Secretary and Treasurer shall be members 
of the Committee fx officio, with the right 
to deliberate, but not to vote^ The Com- 
mittee is authorized to fill all vacancies in 
its own bpdy ; to appoint a Secretary or 
Treasurer whenever such offices are va- 
cant ; and to appoint and direct such amenta 
as may be necessary ibr the service oF the 
Socie^. ^t every annual meeting, \\^ 
Committee shall report their doings to tba 
Society, and to the Board of Directors. 

**Jlrt.9, This Constitution may ba 
amended, upon a proposition to that effect 
by any of the societies represented in tha 
&)ard of Directors, transmitted to the Sec- 
retary, and published in the ofiicial paper 
of the Society, three months before (he 
annual meeting ; provideid such amendment 
receive the sanction of two- thirds of tha 
Beard at its next annual meeting." 

The conainittee on the Treasurer's 

account reported, and the report was 

adopisdf as follows :•— 
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The committee on the relations 
of Liberia to this Society reported 

as follows : — 

WhereoM, The citizens of the common- 
wealth of Liberia have most respectfully 
submitted to the Colonization Society, the 
|i^at embarrassment they experience from 
the alleged want of sovereignty, and have 
also expressed their desire to enjoy further 
privileges that they may be recognised by 
other nations as possessing 'the distinctive 
qualities appertaining to sovereignty ; and. 

Whereas, It is believed that the time has 
arrived when the desire of said Liberians 
can be granted without sacrificing the fa- 
cilities which the Society now enjoys for 
making Liberia a home for recaptured Af- 
ricans, as well as free people of color from 
the United States: 

Renoloed, That, in the opinion of this 
Board, the time has arrived when it is ex- 
pedient for the people of the commonwealth 
of Liberia to talce into their own hands the 
whole work of self-government, including 
the management of all their foreign rela- 
tions, and that this Society should cease to 
exercise any part of the same. 

Resolved, That we recommend to them 
so to amend their constitution, as is neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of this object. 

Resolved, That we recommend to tnem 
to publish to the world a declaration* of 
their true character, as a sovereign and in- 
dependent state. 

Resolved, That the Government of Libe- 
ria be requested to appoint a commissioner 
or commissioners to confer and make 
definite arrangements with the Executive 
Committee of the American Colonization 
Society, with reference to the property now 
held by the Society in Liberia, and also 
with reference to tlie location and support 
of emigrants and recaptured Africans. 

Resolvedy That the Society stand pledged 
to continue their sympathy and assistance 
in carrying out the great principles upon 
which the colony was established, and has 
been so much extended in population and 
territorv. 

R^ofved, That the Executive Commit- 
tee be intrasted with full powers to carry 
the foregoing resolutions into effect in a 
manner satisfactory, if possible, to the citi- 
zens of said commonwealth, and as best 
ealcalated to preserve harmonious relations 
between the Society and said citizens. 

The report was accepted, and the 
preamble and resolutions were adopt- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens--- 



7 Resolved, That the several State Socie« 
i' ties be requested to make donations of the 
1 statute laws and decisions of the Supremo 
' Courts of their respective States, to the 
I Government of Liberi.i ; and that the £x« 
{ ecutive Committee apply to Congress Vor 
I' one copy of the American archives, State 
ij papers, and decisions of the Supreme 
Court, for the same purpose. 

Oq motion of Hon. Mr. Ellsworth^ 

it was 

Resolved, That the Board approve of the 
doings of the Executive Committee in re- 
lation to the liquidation and payment of tha 
old debts of the Colonisation Society. 

Oq motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report ba 
referred to the Executive Committee for 
publication. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the donation to the Co- 
lonization Society of a sum not less than 
$1,000, whether the donation shall be for 
a specific or general purpose, shall entitle 
the donor to the privilege of a directok 
for LIFE : Proviaed, koivever, the donation 
is received by the Executive Committee— 
and all donors shall have the right to desig- 
nate the person who shall be entitled to 
said directorship. 

On motion of Mr. Ellsworth, it 

was 

Resolved, That the communication signed 
H. submitted by the colonization 80ciet)[ of 
Pennsj^lvania, be referred to the Executive 
Committee, with instructions to meet, at 
far as practicable, the views and wishes of 
its autnor. 

Dr. Reese submitted the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions, which 

were adopted :— * 

Whereas, The Board of Directors are now 
about to adjourn^ they feel called upon to 
express their devout gratitude to God, for 
the encouraging tokens of his favor which 
have been signally bestowed during the 
year just closed, both upon the operations 
of the Society at heme, and upon Liberia } 
therefore — 

Resolved, That in the continued health, 
peace, and prosperity of our settlements in 
Liberia ; in the discretion and ability with 
which the administration of Governor Ro- 
berts has been conducted ; and in the eco* 
nomy, skill, and success with which our 
'financial concerns have been managed by 
the Secretary and Executive Committee ; 
we recognise signs of improvement whica 
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betoken the blessing of Providence upon 
our enterprise, and eminently entitle 
it to the liberality and prayers of every 
patriot and Christian, throughout our 

country. 

Resolved, Thatthe benevolent individuals 
who have united in the S15,000 subscrip- 
tion to our funds during the last year for the 
purchase of t'-Tritory, and thus annihilating 
the slave trade, from the whole coast of Li- 
beria, have rendered distinguished service to 
the cause of humanity, and to the objects 
for which our Society is laboring. 

Resolved, That in the present prosperous, 
feondition of our Society, we feel ourselves 
constrained to call upon the several State 
feocieti s, and the friends and patrons of 
bur enterprise, for renewed exertions to 
give an increased impulse to the cause 
during the present year, by removing to 
Liberia thi hundreds of emancipated slaves 
now at the disposal of the Society. 

Resolved, Ttiat the thanks of the Board 
are hereby tendered to all those clergymen 
ofdiderent denominations who have af- 
forded to their respective congregations an 
opportunity during the year to contribute 
to our funds; and that we earnestly and 
irenewedly solicit similar kind remembrance 
annually, by the American clergy generally^ 
by a public collection in every church m 
the land. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board of 
Directors are due, and are hereby tendered, 
to the Secretary and the Executive Commit- 
tee of the last year, for the faithful and 
efficient performance oftheir duties. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board 
fire due, and are hereby tendered, to the 
Eev. Prof. J. Maclean, D. D., for his valua- 
ble services as their presiding officer. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Bacon, adjourned to 10 a. Mw to- 
inorrow. 

January 22, 1846. 

Met %!t 10 A. M. according to ad- 
journment; the Hon. W. W, Camp- 
bell, DelegtjLtd from New York, ap- 
pear^Q and took his seat. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mae- 
lean, it was 

Resolved, That in all matters 6f jurisdic- 
tion now in dis])ute between the common- 
wealth of Liberia and any other govern- 
ment, or which may hefeiulerbeealledinto 
qoMtion, it bs reebounended to the Go- 



vernment of Liberia to waive, as far as it 
can be done, with a due regard to the safety 
and interest of the country, the exercise of 
the authority claimed by said government 
of Liberia, until all such difficulties be ad- 
justed by negotiation or treaty. 

The letter of Benj. Merrill & E.Por- 
ter, assignees of D. Abbott & Sons, 
relating to intereston a compromised 
debt, having been read, and also the 
letter of Hon. Daniel P. King relating 

thereto, it was 

Resolved, That we can see no reason for 
departing in their case from the general 
principle formerly adopted on which settle- 
ment has been made with the other creditors 
in like circumstances, and to whom no 
interest has been paid. 

The minutes were read and ap« 
proved. 

After prayer by the Chairman, 

the Board adjourned without day. 

JOHN MACLEAN, 

Chairman, 
Attest : 

JosEi^H Tract, Clerk. 

The following are the letters 

of Rev. A. D. Eddy, D. D., S. 

Wilkeson, Esq., and Com. M. O. 

Perry, alluded to above :•— 

Newark, N. J., 
January 9, 1840. 

To the Directors of the A. C Soc^y, 

Washington City:--' 
The pleasure I received in mingling in 
your deliberations at our last annual meet* 
ing, and my constantly growing interest 
in the colonization cause, have led me to 
anticipate the approaching meeting of oar 
Board with no ordinary degree of pleasure. 
But itis so ordered in Providence that J 
cannot be with you, having been confined 
to the house by sickness lor nearly two 
months, and still unable to leave it. I 
regard the approaching meeting of the 
Board, the most important one ever held 
or probablv ever will be held. The 
cause has ooviously approached a crisis. It 
must and I trust it will be advanced upon 
somewhat an altered basis ; if not, I nar 
it may suffer in many of its important in- 
terestt^ I baliai^e the ttme lias aeme 
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when an experiment should be made of the 
capabilities of the colonists for their own 
support and self a'overnment. As long as 
they remain without acknowledged inde- 
pendence, these capabilities can never be 
properly developed. I am then strongly in 
favor of an immediate and open declara- 
tion of the entire independence of the 
Liberian government, and of her rights to 
the exercise of all the privileges, and the 
enjoyment of all the immunities of an 
independent sovereignty. Having made 
this declaration, I would have immediate 
application made to the governments of 
England, France, and of our own country, 
to recognise the independence of the same. 
So important do I view this subject that if 
necessary I would despatch to England and 
France a special messenger to secure the 
end contemplated. 

Our own State Society at its recent 
annual meeting, almost unanimously, two 
only dissenting, recommended the adop- 
tion of the constitution proposed by the 
Massachusetts Society. I am more and 
more convinced, and from conversation 
with intelligent gentlemen, I am fully con- 
firmed in this opinion, that the only pre- 
sent prospect of benefit to the colored race, 
is to be found in the colonization enterprise. 
It has had my hearty co-operation, for 
more than twenty years, and I am happy to 
say that the interest taken in the cause, in 
xnybwncongrenjation, and indeed through- 
out this vicinity, was never greater than it 
is now. 

May you be wisely guided in your de- 
liberations, and may a kind Providence 
Bmile more and more upon our interesting 
cause. 

I am, gentlemen, with the highest regard, 

Yours, &c., 

A. D. EDDY. 

By his daughter, 
B. A. EoDT. 



Buffalo, 
January 16, 1846. 

Rev. W. McLain : 

Dear Sir: — Nothing but my inabiltyto 
trayel, prevents my attending your annual 
meeting. 

I hope the Directors will come fn the 
conclusion, that the time has arrived when 
Ifiberii must assume her independ'^nce. 
On so-*.ie accounts, it would be better, that 
the present relation should continue ; but 
I haye no fears of the ultimate success of 
the colony, if they are left to manage their 
own political affairs. The American Co- 
lonization Society will still exist, and 
1 hope with increased power and effi- 
ciency, and will continue to exert as 
ffsfit an inflaeBco on tbe colony, «hoald 



II 



it become independent, as she erer has 

done. 

Present my respects to the members of 
your Board ; and believe me, 

Your friend, 

S. WILKESON, 



New York, 

January 19, 1846. 

My Dear Sir : — I have received your 
letter of the 9th inst., in which you express 
a wish that I should attend the annual 
naeeting of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, which commences its session to-mor- 
row, at Washington. Nothing would give 
me greater pleasure, than to become ac- 
quainted with the distinguished officers 
and managers of that excellent institution, 
and to communicate freely to them all the 
information I possess in regard to the Afri- 
can settlements, but the necessary execu- 
tion of some particular duties assiefned me 
by the Secretary of the Navy, will put it 
out of my power to visit Washington at 
this time. 

I should regret this the more, if I could 
be satisfied that any thing I could say in 
addition to what has been embodied in my 
official and other written communications, 
would have any influence in bringing oth- 
ers to think as I do upon the subject of 
African colonization. 

From the earliest period of my acquaint- 
ance with your Society, when as 1st 
lieutenant of the sloop-of-war Cyane, I 
sailed from this port in company with the 
ship Elizabeth, freighted with the first par- 
ty of emigrants to Africa, and during sub- 
sequent cruises to the coast, the last as 
commander of the American squadron on 
that station; I have never for a moment 
ceased to believe that the cause in which 
you are embarked is one of righteousness 
and justice. 

Few have had better opportunities than 
myself of tracing the fortunes of the Libe- 
rian colony: I have seen it in every vicissi- 
tude of trial, and have been astonished, 
that a handful of uneducated blacks, many 
of them emancipated slaves, should have 
reared up a government of their own ; pos- 
sessing as it does so many claims to the 
characteristics of wisdom, order, and mo- 
rality. 

In looking at these extraordinary results^ 
and in witnessing the comforts, and the re- 
ligious and social order of these people, 
one is irresistibly led to the conclusion, 
that the Almighty has had them in his espe- 
cial keeping, and for some wise purpose of 
His merciful providence. 

It would seem that this part of Africa 
was never designed for the habitation of 
the White man. Its pestilential climate 
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effectually forbids the wily encroachments 
of " the Pale faces," upon these exclusive 
possessions of the descendants of Ham. 
But it is to the white man these very des- 
cendants are to loolc for aid to enable them 
to build tip an empire in their own fruitful 
country — not only fruitful, but congenial, 
in climate and temperature, after acclima- 
tion, to the constitution of black men. 

It has always been a matter of surprise 
to me, that the efforts of the Colonization 
Society have not been more liberally sus- 
tained. I can conceive of no charity which 
commends itself more directly to the syra 
pathies of philanthropists, both in this 
country and Ens:land — as by contributing 
freely to the objects of this institution, the 
while min renders justice in part, for the 
wrono; inflicte:! upon the negro in tearing 
him from his country. 

I have had reason of late to doubt the 
sincerity of England in her exclusive pre- 
tensions of sympathy for the condition of 



the black man, and especially in her appa- 
rent efforts to suppress the slave trade. 
Tnis abominable tradic might have been 
entirely destroyed years ago if the powers 
of Europe, who by treaty stipulations have 
granted the mutual right of search, upon 
the African station, had coupled this 
stipulation with a law " similar to that of 
the United States," making it piracy for the 
respective subjects of the contracting pow- 
ers to be engjged in the transportation of 
slaves from Africa. Of the huridreds of 
these villains (principally Portus:uese and 
Spaniards) who are annually captured in 
slave vessels by British cruisers not one, so 
far as I know, has ever been brought to 
punishment. 

With every wish for your success in your 
benevolent undertaking, 

I am, dear sir. 
Your most ob't serv't, 
M. C. PERRY. 
Rev. W. McLaxn. 
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Rev. C. B.Kittred»e,Westboro*, Mass.; 
Rev. A. A. Wood, \V, Sprin&:field, Mass.; 
Rev. N. Gale, Ware Village, Massachusetts; 
Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, X). D., Randolph, 
Massachusetts ; Mrs. Ellen M. Crawford, 
North Adams, Massachusetts ; Rev. James 
Bates, Granby, Massachusetts; Dea. John 
T. Farwell, Fitchburg> Massachusetts; Rev. 
G. W. McPnail, Fredericksburg, Va.; Rev* 
B. Frost, Concord, Massachusetts ; Rev. 
M. P. Braman, South Dan vers, Massachu- 
setts ; Mrs. Mary P. Braman, South Dan- 
vers, Massachusetts ; £. A. Pearson, Esq., 
Harvard, Massachusetts; Mrs Margaret E. 
Blancard, Harvard, Massachusetts; Rev. 
Mr. Fitz, Ipswich, Massachusetts; Rev. 
M. G. Wheeler, Williamsburg, Massachu- 
setts ; Rev. John Johnstone, Jersey Citv, 
New Jersey; Mrs. Nancy C^. Reynolds, 
Norwich, Connecticut; Rev. Ebenezer 
Philips, Williamsburg, Massachusetts; Rev. 
John Woodbridge, D. D., Hadley, Mass.; 
Rev. Samuel C. Bartlett, Monson, Mass.; 
Rev. Samuel Hunt, Natick, Massachusetts ; 
Rev. D. G. Doak, Clarksville, Virginia ; 
James Hay ward, Esq., Boston, Massachu- 
setts ;Jared Sparks, Esq., Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts; Miss Rebecca Kittredge, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire; Abraham Vanme- 
ter, Esq., Lexington, Kentucky ; Col. R. 
• Quarls, Lexington, Kentucky ; Cassius M. 
Clay, Esq., Lexington, Kentucky ; M. T. 
Scott, Esq., Lexington, Kentucky; David 
A. Sayre, Esq., Lexington, Kentucky; B. 
W. Dudley, M. D., Lexington, Kentucky; 
Bev. Morris £. White, Southampton, Mas- 



sachusetts ; Rev. John H. Brisbee, Worth- 
ington, Massachusetts ; Jonathan A» Hyde, 
Chesterviile, Maine; Edward C. Hyde, 
Bangor, Maine ; Mrs. Jane Kell, Princeton, 
Ind.; William Rodes, Lexington, Kentucky; 
Gen. James Shelby, Lexington, Ken- 
tucky; F. Dewes, Lexington, Kentucky; 
R. C. Boggs, Athens, Kentucky ; James 
Embry, Athens, Kentucky; Hector P. 
Lewis, Lexington, Kentucky ; Rev. Timo- 
thy A. Taylor, Slaters ville, Rhode Island; 
Nathaniel Winn, Danville, Kentucky; Dea. 
Charles Bennett, Fairfield, Connecticut; 
Owen D. Winn, Athens, Kentucky; Rich- 
ard Spurr, Athens, Kentucky; Robert 
Marshall. Athens, Kentucky; John Gess, 
Athens, Kentucky; James Valandingham, 
Athens, Kentucky; Thomas H. Shelby, 
Lexington, Kentucky; Herschel Foote, 
Euclid, Ohio ; W. Wright, Woodstock, 
Vermont; Rev, John White Chickering, 
Portland, Maine^ D. Henderson, Jersey 
City, New Jersey; Abel Conner, Henniker, 
New Hampshire; Major John Alexander, 
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The commencement of every nn- 
dertaking, involving important con- 
sequences, is necessarily attended 
with numerous difficulties. The at- 
tempt to establish a Colonization So- 
ciety within our own State has not 
been an exception to our usual ex- 
perience. Some three or four years 
since, an effort was made which 
promised much for the future, but 
the zeal, which was then manifested, 
speedily abated, and the cause, for a 
season, was abandoned. The exer- 
tions, however, in January, 1845, of 
the Rev. Robert S. Finley, an expe- 
rienced and efficient friend to the 
project, infused fresh spirit among 
those who were favorably disposed 
to its success, and was immediately 
followed by the organization of the 
present society. 

Agents were appointed by the 
Board of Managers, whose duty it 
was to diffuse information upon the 
subject of colonization; to collect 
funds to aid the enterprize, and to es- 
tablish auxiliary societies through- 
out the State. In consequence, how- 
ever, of sickness and other causes, 
less has been accomplished than was 
anticipated ; but still sufficient to en- 
courage its friends and induce them 
to commence another year with in- 
vigorated confidence. 

5 



The great obstacle to the rapid ad- 
vancement of the interests of the 
society, is the want of definite infor* 
mation in reference to the objects it 
proposes to accomplish, and the sit- 
uation of the colonies that demand 
its patronage. Wherever these have 
been explained, and the requisite 
knowledge imparted, preconceived 
prejudices have been dissipated, and 
the most gratifying results have 
followed. 

As one of the most effectual means 
of accomplishing this desirable end, 
the Board of Managers caused the 
African Repository to be forwarded 
to 400 clergymen throughout the 
State, with the expectation that a 
knowledge of its contents would 
thus become disseminated through- 
oiit the communities in which they 
respectively reside, and that each 
should become, in effect, an agent, 
in forwarding the great enterprize of 
African colonization. Through its 
instrumentality, a detailed statement 
of the situation of the colonies, 
their progress in population, the arts 
and sciences, their internal resources, 
the increasing importance of their 
commercial relations, with whatever 
in their history is calculated to in- 
terest, is carried into every portion 
of our State, and every minister 
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of the Gospel becomes a nucleus, 
around whom may be gathered a 
society, and from whom will radiate 
that knowledge, of which he becomes 
the depositary. 

During the past year the Board of 
Managers have been informed of the 
organization of thirty-five auxiliary 
societies, numbering about eight 
hundred members. About $650 have 
been collected within the State for 
the purposes of colonization. 

Although the contributions have 
not been so great, nor the benefits 
so extensive as could have been de- 
sired within our own State, yet we 
derive great encouragement from the 
success which has attended the ef- 
forts of other societies throughout 
the Union. An increasing interest 
has been manifested, wherever the 
subject of colonization has been in- 
troduced and its legitimate objects 
explained. In Massachusetts the 
receipts during the past year into 
the treasury of the State Society 
were upwards of $6,000; and in 
New York they were nearly ihe 
same amount, besides several munifi- 
cent donations to the Parent Society, 
while those who are conversant with 
the matter, represent the progress of 
the colonization spirit, in those states 
to be of the most flattering character. 
The State Society of Missouri has 
recently been reorganized, and in 
Kentucky the most liberal feeling 
has been manifested ; about $5,000 
have been raised in that State during 
the past year for the purchase of ter- 
ritory in Liberia, for the settlement 
of its own emigrants, a company of 
whom are expected to leave in a 
few days to found a settlement to be 
called " Kentucky." One thousand 
dollars have also been secured there 
towards the purchase of a packet, 
designed to leave New Orleans twice 
a year for Liberia, for the encourage- 
ment of emigration to that colony. 



It is also proposed to raise the sum 
of $10,000 in the west and soaih''- 
west, for the accomplishment of this 
object, and no doubt is entertained of 
the final success of the undertaking* 
Communications from various por- 
tions of our country have been ad- 
diessed to the Secretary of the 
American Colonization Society, which 
according to its last annual repoit, 
'^furnish a mass of concurrent testi- 
mony in favor of this great cause 
I which cannot be gainsayed or resist- 
I ed. In view of them it is impossi- 
ble to doubt that colonization has a 
deep seat in the affections, and a 
strong hold on the benevolence of 
the great body of our countrymen 
who have given to it the slightest 
attention.'' 

The Commonwealth of Liberia i& 
represented to be in a most flourish- 
I ing condition. Indeed, when we re- 
flect upon the difficulties which have 
always surrounded the infancy of 
every settlement, arising from the 
diseases of the climate, the proximi- 
ty of savage tribes, the jealousy 
of hostile nations, and the absence 
of the necessaries of life, we cannot 
but congratulate ourselves upon the 
stability of this colony, and the ra- 
pidity with which it has risen to its 
present prosperous position. In De- 
cember of 1822, it consisted only of 
thirty-five souls ; now it con- 
tains upwards of three thousand. 
More than fifteen thousand of the 
surrounding natives have sought the 
protection of its laws, and are en- 
joying the blessings of civilized in- 
stitutions similar to our own. ^ It has 
entered into treaties of friendship 
with about one hundred thousand more 
who have pledged themselves to 
abandon the traffic in slaves, and re- 
nounce their heathen usages. More 
than one-half of the colonists are 
reputable professors of religion, sup- 
porting twenty-three churches ; tem- 
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perance and other benevolent socie- 
ties are cheerfully sustained, and ex- 
ercise a happy influence over their 
morals. 

Within a few months past its pop- 
ulation has been increased by the 
add ition of ninety '•t\ivo emigrants from 
New Orleans, two hundred and thir- 
ty-eight from Norfolk, one hundred 
and eighty of whom left near the 
commencement of last month. An- 
other company is expected to leave 
New Orleans, in the month of Jan- 
uary, which will probably consist 
of about one hundred emigrants. 

The colony extends about three 
hundred miles along the coast. In 
1S21 the agents of the Colonization 
Society attempted to purchase a tract 
for their first settlement at Grand 
Bassa ; but the obstinate refusal of 
the natives to abandon the slave 
trade was an insuperable obstacle. In 
December, however,of the same year. 
Cape Mesurado was purchased up- 
on that indispensable condition. In 
1825 another tract was purchased on 
the St. Paul's, by Mr. Ashmun then 
governor. Of this territory he remark- 
ed, that "along this beautiful river 
were formerly scattered, in Africa's 
better days, innumerable native ham- 
lets ; and till within the last twenty 
years, nearly the whole river-board, 
for one or two miles back, was under 
the slight culture which obtains among 
the natives of this country. But the 
population had been wasted by the 
rage for trading in slaves, with 
which the constant presence of tra- 
ding vessels, and the introduction of 
foreign luxuries, have inspired them. 
The south bank of this river, and all 
the intervening country between it 
and the Mesurado, have been from 
this cause nearly desolated of in- 
habitants. A few detached, solitary 
plantations, scattered at long inter- 
vals through the tract, just serve to 
interrupt tibie silence and relieve the 



gloom which reigns over the whole 
region." 

There are now nine settlements in 
the colony. Of these, Monrovia, 
the seat of government, is the largest, 
containing a population of about one 
thousand. On the St. Paul's river 
there are two settlements, Caldwell 
and Millsburg. On an arm of St. 
Paul's river, called Stockton Creek, 
is New Georgia, the settlement of 
those recaptured Africans who were 
restored to the land of their nativity 
by the United States government. 
At the mouth of the Junk river is 
the settlement of Marshall, and on 
the St. John's are those of Edina, 
Bassa Cove and Bexley; further 
down the coast is that of Greenville, 
near the mouth of the Sinou river. 
Besides these are two others, one on 
the Sinou river, and the other on 
the St. Paul's.' 

Writing of Cape Mesurado, in 
1844, Com. Perry says — ^ I first saw 
this beautiful promontory, when its 
dense forests were only inhabited by 
wild beasts ; since then I have visit- 
ed it thrice, and each time have no- 
ticed with infinite satisfaction, its pro- 
gressive improvement. The cape 
has now upon its summit, a growing 
town, having several churches, a 
mission establishment, school-house, 
a building for the meeting of courts, 
printing presses, warehouses, shops* 
&c. In fact, it possesses most of 
the conveniences of a small sea- 
port town in the United States, and 
it is not unusual to see at anchor in 
its capacious road, on the same day, 
one or more vessels of war and two 
or three merchant vessels. J am told 
that the agricultural prospects of the 
colony are brightening. It appears 
to me, however, that the settlers are 
much more inclined to commerce 
and small trade than to agricultural 
pursuits, and this is the universal 
propensity of the colored people at 
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all the settlements upon the coast of 
whatever nation. At Cape Palmas 
I had an opportunity of seeing the 
small farms or clearings of the colo- 
nists ; these exhibited the fruit of 
considerable labor, and were grad- 
ually assuming the appearance of 
well cultivated fields. At all the 
settlements the established laws are 
faithfully administered, the morals of 
the people are good, and the houses 
of religion are well attended; in 
truth, the settlers as a community, 
appear to be strongly imbued with 
religious feelings." 

The colony is divided into two 
counties, Montserado and Grand 
Bassa, in each of which courts are 
regularly held. The form of go- 
vernment is similar to that of the State 
governments in the United States. 
AH of its officers are blacks, inclu- 
ding the Governor, who is the only 
one appointed by the American Co- 
lonization Society. Its legislature 
is composed of ten representatives, 
who are elected by the people, and 
hold an annual session. The colo- 
nial physician, in writing upon this 
subject, says, that ^^ in visiting the 
legislature and the different courts 
during their sessions, any unpreju- 
diced individual cannot fail to be im- 
pressed with feelings of respect for 
the authorities of the colony, and 
with the conviction of the fact, that 
in a country in which the mind as 
well as the body is unfettered, the 
power of self-government does not 
depend upon the color of the skin. 
And when we take into considera- 
tion the fact, that the nxajority of 
the colonists were brought up in 
slavery, and came to Liberia with- 
out any education, our surprise will 
not be, that the colony has not ad- 
vanced more rapidly, but that it con- 
tinues to exist at all." 
Most ot the usual productions of 
' tropical climates thrive well in Li- 
beria. The coffee tree will grow 



I 



as freely and yield as abundantly as 
perhaps in any other part of the 
world. At some future period, its 
fruit Vill be the principal staple pro- 
duction, and the most profitable article 
of exportation. The cotton tree 
will yield abundandy, and the 
sugar cane grows luxuriantly, but 
cannot at present be manufactured 
to advantage for • want of capitaK 
Indeed such is the variety and value 
of its productions, that at no distant 
day a lucrative commerce must be 
established between the colony and 
other nations. The imports during 
the last two years amounted to 
$157,829, and the exports during the 
same period, to $123,694. The Liberia 
Herald states that ^ the commerce and 
trade of the colony have been steadi- 
ly on the increase. According to 
the official returns the imports for a 
single quarter exceeded $40,000, and 
the exports were about the same. 
The country has immense resources. 
It only requires industry and indomi- 
table perseverance to develope them.'* 
'' The receipts into the colonial trea- 
sury, chiefly from import duties, were 
sufficient to meet the current ex- 
penses of the commonwealth. These 
receipts would be vastly increased, 
if all the sea coast was under the 
jurisdiction of the colony, by which 
smuggling and the introduction of 
goods free of duty would be prevent- 
ed." 

The influence of the colony upon 
the slave trade has been of the most 
flattering character. For centuries , 
Africa has been plundered of her 
children without a single voice raised 
in her behalf, and thousands upon 
thousands have been annually car- 
ried away into hopeless captivity. 
Many sections of her territory have 
become entirely depopulated from 
the violence of intestine wars, exci- 
ted by the cupidity of the slave dea- 
ler, and dense forests have covered 
the spot where once were Uirivin^ 
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villages and extensive towns. ^ The 
two slaying stations of Cape Mount 
and Cape Mesurado,'' says Mr. Ash- 
mun, ** have for several ages been 
desolated of every thing valuable, as 
well as the intervening very fertile and 
beautiful tract of country. The forests 
have remained untouched, all moral 
virtue has been extinguished in the 
people, and their industry annihila- 
ted by this one ruinous cause.'' 

The editor of the Liberia Herald, 
referring to the earliest period in the 
history of the colony, states, that 
*' the colonists then felt, in its dead- 
liest force, the blighting influence 
of the slave trade. It raged on 
every side, heralded by conflagration 
and murder, the wliole country was 
in a state of consternation. All law- 
ful trade was suspended; agricul- 
ture was entirely neglected ; and the 
whole attention of the natives was 
absorbed in pursuing and eluding 
pursuit, it appeared that the utter 
extinction of the tribes was at hand." 

The colonial authorities were anxi- 
ous to destroy this desolating traffic ; 
and as the most effectual method, 
various tracts of territory were pur- 
chased at different times, that an ab- 
solute control might be exercised by 
virtue of a title in the soil. For the 
distance of three hundred miles on 
the sea coast, the slave trade is abol- 
ished with the exception of one fac- 
tory at New Cesters. The sur- 
rounding native tribes, including at 
least a population of one hundred 
thousand have pledged themselves 
in the most solemn treaties to ab- 
stain from this demoralizing and ruin- 
ous traffic. As the settlements ex- { 
tend, the business will decrease. 
The inhabitants of every village 
will become watchful sentinels over 
the safety of the natives, and will 
join together in preserving their lib- 
erties from aggression. And if at 
some future period, the whole coast 
shall be lined with colonies, imbued 



with the same spirit and established 
upon the same principle, the slave 
trade will have been entirely ban- 
ished from the western shores of 
Africa. 

The principle of colonization is 
the most effectual and economical 
method of attaining this object. The 
whole slave trading coast of Western 
Africa, is estimated at four thousand 
miles, which if in the market at $133 j 
a mile, the estimated value of the 
tract which the American Coloniza- 
tion Society is now attempting to pur- 
chase, would cost $533,333. The ex- 
pense, including interest on the first 
cost for two years, of our squadron of 
eighty guns, which the United Slates 
is bound by the Ashburton treaty, to 
keep on the African coast for the 
suppression of the slave trade, is 
$613,272, being enough to buy the 
whole four thousand miles and leave 
a surplus of $79,939, while the an- 
nual expense of the British squadrons 
employed in watching the slave 
trade for several years past has been 
estimated at about two millions and 
a half. According to a Parliamentary 
return of 1843, the total expense 
to the British government of every 
thing connected vith the suppression 
of this trade, including her settle- 
ments on the African coast estab- 
lished for t/iat purpose, drawn up 
with greai care from official docu- 
ments, amounted to £22,429,271, or 
about $100,000,000, down to the 
beginning of 1839. The inefficien- 
cy of this immense naval expendi- 
ture is thus alluded to in the London 
Morning Herald :— '^It is now sixty 
years since Englishmen directed 
their attention t6 the suppression 
of this destructive traffic, and forty- 
four years since England employed 
her great naval power to crush this 
scourge of Africa, this disgrace to 
Christian nations, and indelible blot 
on the civilized world ; all her exer- 
tions have, however, been fruitless^ 
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eadingr even to increase the horrors 
of the trade." And referring to the 
' system of colonization it remarks, that 
*' since the proper settlement of Natal, 
the barbarous Zoolas, the Tartars and 
Huns of southern Africa, who spread 
ruin and a desert wherever they 
marched, seeing the effects of good 
government, and feeling the advan- 
tages of security and industry, have 
turned their swords into plough- 
shares and their spears into pruning 
hooks, and now sell their produce, 
instead of butchering and selling their 
captives. At the date of the last ac- 
counts, they were commencing to 
extend cultivation by raising both 
sugar and cotton, for which their fine 
soil and climate are well adapted. 
In the American settlement in Libe- 
ria, unsupported as it has been, af- 
fairs are marching in the same train." 
The money thus expended by the 
different nations that have entered 
into a treaty for the suppression of 
this traffic, would be amply sufficient 
to purchase the whole line of coast 
and colonize with the most desirable 
rapidity. The maintenance of a 
naval force is a continual expense 
which cannot be expected to decrease, 
while the great burden of coloniza- 
tion consists in the original estab- 
lishment of the colonies and their 
support during infancy. As they 
increase in population and grow in 
wealth, and become connected in 
commercial relations with otl^er coun- 
tries, their dependence is le&sened, 
while their means for suppre&sing 
the slave trade becomes proportion- 
ably great. Gov. Roberts remarks itv 
his last message to the colonial legis- 
lature, that ^' it is a subject for grate- 
ful remark that through the interpo- 
sition of this government, the cruel 
and inhuman wars that have existed 
for the last five years, and furnished 
so many cargoes of human beings 
to be transported across the Atlan- 
Xii into perpetual slavery, and which 



have almost annihilated the trade of 
these colonies with the north-east 
section of the interior, have happily 
been brought to a close, and we are 
permitted to rejoice in the prospect 
of returning intercourse with the 
tribes of that sectiou of country.'' 

He also states in another commu'- 
nication, that *' the chiefs [of the 
New Cess country] are getting 
tired of the slave trade ; they find it 
is depopulating their country and 
depriving them of the means of pro- 
tecting themselves from the aggres- 
sions of hostile tribes, and have 
therefore expressed a wish that the 
Americans would purchase the coun- 
try. I sent a commissioner down 
some six weeks ago to effect a pur- 
chase, but the slavers established 
there managed to prevent the sale. 
1 think, however, that notwithstand- 
ing the opposition of these abomi- 
nable creatures, if I can- meet the 
chiefs in person, 1 shall succeed, and 
if so, it will be the means of effec- 
tually abolishing the slave trade be- 
tween the two extremes of colonial 
jurisdiction. The chiefs also of Lit- 
tle Bassa have agreed to sell the resi- 
due of their territory to the Society. 
Should I succeed in these purchases 
it will be quite an acquisition to the 
colony." 

The Secretary of the American 
Colonization Society states, *'that 
Liberia has suppressed the slave 
trade for about 300 miles along the 
seaboard, with the exception of two 
remaining factories, and that it would 
put these down if it could raise the 
means to purchase the territory on 
which they are situated. It is a fact, 
that the whole region of Liberia was 
little else than a storehouse and an 
outlet for slaves before its settlement 
by the colony; so that it may be 
fairly estimated, that at least 20,00Q 
Africans have been kept back from 
slavery every year through the in- 
strumentality of our colonists.^' 
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The purchase of this territory the- 
American Colonization Society is 
now endeavoring to effect. Although 
the colonies stretch along the coast 
for 300 miles, it has acquired a pro- 
perty in the soil for about half that 
distance only. The remainder can 
be obtained for $15,000 or $20,000. 
About $17,000 have been subscribed 
towards completing this purchase. 
It is desirable it should be effected 
immediately, before the territory 
passes into other hands. The safety 
and interests of the colony demand 
tbat the government should extend 
its jurisdiction over every interme- 
diate point between its extremities, 
and obtain an absolute control over 
the whole territory. When that 
shall have been accomplished, we 
may expect the last vestige of the 
slave trade to be swept from its coas't, 
and that not a single factory shall 
remain to curse and desolate its 
shores. 

The missionary influence of the 
colonies also deserves the most seri- 
ous consideration. The repeated at- 
tempts by white men to explore the 
interior regions of Africa have proved 
most signal failures. They have 
speedil}*^ fallen victims to the malig- 
nity of the climate, and all hope of 
introducing the blessings of civiliza- 
tion and Christianity in precluded, 
unless it be done through the agency 
jof the natives themselves. Expedi- 
tion after expedition has been fitted 
out from the English ports on the 
island of Ascension in vain; and 
criminals have been offered their 
pardon on condition of exploring 
this continent at the risk of sacrific- 
ing their lives. 

Since the establishment of the co- 
lony of Liberia, however, the most 
happy influence has been exercised. 
More than 15,000 of the natives are 
living within its territory and enjoy- 
ing the protection of its laws. Dis- 
tant tribes have entered into treaties 



with its government, and are adopt- 
ing the manners and customs of civi- 
lized life. They have pledged them- 
selves to abstain from their heathen 
usages ; have expressed the most 
anxious desire to learn the English 
language ; have sent for teachers and 
missionaries, and have become per* 
fectly accessible to the regenerating 
influence of Christianity. 

In his message to the colonial 
legislature. Gov. Roberts, referring 
to these treaties, remarks : — 

" They will have the effect oFbring- 
ing the natives into a closer connexion 
with the colony, cause them to iden- 
tify our interests with their own, and 
will no doubt, ultimately, have the 
effect of drawing them from their 
present condition of heathenism and 
idolatry to the blessings of civiliza- 
tion and Christianity. Tribes far be- 
yond us are now making application 
for citizenship, and to be identified 
with us in laws and government." 

The subject of education is claim- 
ing general attention, and the colo- 
nists are strongly convinced of its 
importance in securing their future 
happiness and prosperity. Measures 
have been adopted for the establish- 
ment of a system of public schools, 
and here are to be educated, not only 
the future legislators of an African 
Republic, but those teachers and 
missionaries who are to explore the 
hidden recesses of this vast conti- 
nent, imparting in their progress a 
knowledge of the arts and sciences 
of civilized life, and of the principles 
of the Christian religion. Liberia is 
a brilliant spot upon its surface, from 
which will emanate those effulgent 
beams which are Astined to illumine 
its most benighted regions. It is 
the nursery of beneficence and piety, 
and her sons and daughters will be 
found transplanted among the heath- 
en tribes of Africa, exercising their 
missionary influence until paganism 
shall bow throughout its whole ex- 
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tent before the genius of Chris- 
tianity.* 

In conclusion, the Board of Ma- 
nagers would strongly recommend 
the scheme of colonization as the 
roost efficient and practicable method 
of promoting the welfare of the co- 
lored population of our own country 
and the continent of Africa. They 
"would particularly recommend, that 
measures be taken for the purchase 
of territory by this society, where 
emigrants may locate, who are sent 
under its patronage. This plan has 
been adopted by other State Socie- 
ties. Bassa Cove was established 
under the auspices of the United 
Colonization Societies of Pennsyl- 
vania and New York. About eighty 
miles south-east of Bassa Cove, on 
the river Sinou, the Mississippi Co- 
lonization Society have purchased 
territory and commenced a colony. 
The Louisiana Society proposes the 
settlement of a colony on the oppo- 
site side of the same river. About 
one hundred emigrants will shortly 
leave New Orleans, to found the set- 
tlement of Kentucky ; and one of the 
most flourishing in Liberia is that of 



New Maryland at Cape Palmas, 
founded under the patronage of the 
State of Maryland, from which the 
society receives $10,000 annually to 
aid its operations. 

While other States are thus en- 
deavoring to advance the progress of 
colonization, we trust that our so- 
ciety may follow their brilliant ex- 
ample by establishing another set- 
tlement under its own peculiar pro- 
tection and patronage ; that the co- 
lony of New Illinois may be added 
to the confederacy ; and that the 
United States of Africa, like our 
own, may rapidly rise into import- 
ance and swell into grandeur and 
power. By uniting our untiring 
efforts with those of its friends 
throughout the Union, " we may- 
live," in the language of Pitt, "to 
bShold the natives of Africa engaged 
in the calm occupation of industry, 
in the pursuits of just and legitimate 
commerce. We may behold the 
beams of science and philosophy 
breaking in upon that land, blazing 
with full lustre and illuminating and 
invigorating the most distant extrem* 
ities of that immense continent." 



[From Uie ChriBtian Advocate and Journa).] 

iTettfr frtftn jDr. £yx%tnhtti. 



Funeral Ceremonies among the Na- 
tive Africans — Influences and Ef- 
fects of Superstition — Visit to ike 
Graves of two deceased Natives, 
Messrs. Editors and Brethren : — 
Presuming that some of your read- 
ers may desire to peruse short narra* 
tives relative to ^e manners and 
customs of the untutored and super- 
stitious aborigines of this land of 
ignorance and degradation ; and sup- 



posing such narratives may, in some 
measure, tend to touch chords of 
sympathy, and arouse emotions of 
pity in the breasts of generous and 
benevolent citizens of my native land, 
for the benighted sons and daughters 
of Africa, I have thought that occa- 
sional brief statements of personal 
observations among the sable chil- 
dren of the forest may indirectly tend, 
in some degree, to the abolition of 



* We here omit a paragraph in the Report, relating to the interference of the British 
with the affairB of Liberia, tne subject having undergone a thorough investigation in our 
last number. — £d. Repos. 
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such superstitious and idolatrous rites, 
and to the advancement of our holy 
Christianity among them. 

I rejoice that the standard of Chris- 
tianity has been erected on the shores 
of Africa, and that the banner of the 
cross of our Emanuel is now wa- 
ving in triumph, in many places, 
which, a few years ago, were the 
«ites of the barracoons of the abomi- 
nable slave trader, or of the slaugh- 
ter-houses of human sacrifices. With 
heartfelt delight I have beheld com- 
panies of the rising generation as- 
sembled in the schools of Christian 
missionaries, and attentive audiences 
sitting under the sound of the Gospel 
of Christ. But, on the other hand, 
I have seen exhibitions of the debas- 
ing influences of the grossest super- 
stition, operating alike on the child- 
ish tyro and the venerable and patri- 
archal-looking sire tottering on the 
brink of eternitv, without God and 
without hope in the world. 

In this communication, I propose 
to give a brief statement of the cere- 
monies of a funeral which I witness- 
ed a few months ago in the Bassa 
country. The subject of these cere- 
monies was a woman, one of the 
wives of a man of considerable con- 
sequence among his countrymen. 
On my arrival at the town 1 found 
the people engaged in dancing, drum- 
ming, hallooing, and firing guns 
around the dead body of the woman, 
which lay on a mat in the sunshine, 
in a state of Treat ofiensiveness from 
approach'inir putrefaction, she having 
died four days before. This was 
late in the afternoon, and they had 
been engaged during all the pre- 
ceding part of the day in these 
kind of preparatory ceremonies. 
Near the head of the corpse, I ob- 
served a small box, in which they 
put a pitcher, an empty bottle, some 
cotton cloth, beads, tobacco, a pipe, 
a quantity of ricey and several other 
turddes, for the use of the woman 



during her passage to the other 
world. I also observed a basin and 
an iron pot near the box, all of which 
things they intended to put with her 
into the grave. 1 saw them kill two 
goats, one of which was to be put 
into the grave with the dead body, 
the other was for a funeral feast for 
the king and the rest of the nobility. 

The next part of the ceremonies 
was as follows : — One of the men 
held a small white chicken in his 
hand, (the chicken used at funerals 
must, in all cases, be white^ and 
placed its mouth near some rice, 
which had been put upon the breast 
of the corpse. The chicken ate a 
portion of the rice, and this seemed 
to gratify them very much. I after- 
ward learned that this was done in 
order to ascertain whether the woman 
had died in consequence of having 
''made witch," and the witch 
having caught herself. If the chicken 
had refused to eat, it would have 
been indubitable evidence to them 
that she had made witch. But as the 
poor hungry chicken could not resist 
the temptation to eat, when food was 
placed before it, they concluded that 
somebody else had witched her ; for 
the natives of this part of Africa al- 
most universally believe that all per- 
sons who die, whether from accident 
or disease, except very old persons, 
are witched ; that is, that their death 
is caused by some other person or 
persons having ''made witch" for 
them. 

The next part of the ceremonies 
was performed by the old king, who 
was a very aged, grave, and dignified 
looking man, (if the last term can be 
applied to an uneducated native Afri- 
can.) He approached the corpse, 
and while leaning on his stafif, ad- 
dressed the dead woman^ during the 
space of about twenty minutes. The 
substance of his address was after- 
ward interpreted tome. He told the 
dead woman that she was going on a 
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very long journey, but that she 
must not get tired, and that sooner or 
later she would arrive at her journey's 
end. He told her he would have 
kept her out of the ground for a 
longer time, and would have had 
more ceremonies over her if they 
were not so busy at that time in " cut- 
ting farm." He also told her that 
she must tell Grepaw (God) what 
they were doing in this world ; and 
that, after awhile, he would come to 
see him himself. A great many 
other little particulars he told her to 
tell the Almighty; and he woundup 
his funeral discourse with a splendid 
peroration, highly complimentary to 
himself. Immediately after which 
he came to me and asked me if I 
did not think he was a great king ? 
I was a little surprised at seeing so 
great a degree of vanity exhibited by 
a man apparently more than seventy 
years of age, notwithstanding he was 
a heathen. 

The next part of the ceremonies, 
which, perhaps, was the most lu- 
dicrous, was the part which was ac- 
ted by the husband of the deceased. 
One of the women made a small hole 
in the ground, near the head of the 
corpse, and filled it with water. The 
man crawled about ten yards on his 
hands and knees to the place ; and the 
woman tied his hands behind him. 
After which he inclined his head to 
the ground, and supped the water, 
and spat it out, first on one side and 
then on the other. This he did seve- 
ral times ; and then rolled over and 
over, like a horse wallowing. This 
was done, as I afterward learned, as 
an evidence of his willingness to 
settle all "palavers" — domestic broils 
— which had ever existed between 
himself and his better half, before 
whose dead body he was then kneel- 
ing. He appeared to be very much 
mortified, in being obliged to per- 
form 80 ludicrous a part in such non- 
sensical ceremonies. He had spent 



a considerable portion of his time 
among the colonists ; and he was 
quite a sensible man, in comparison 
with the majority of his countrymen. 
But so imperative are the laws and 
customs of native Africans, that he 
dared not refuse to perform his part 
of the ceremonies, in this case, how- 
ever revolting to his feelings. 

After a few more foolish feats, 
they wrapped the corpse in the mat, 
in which it had lain, which answered 
the purpose of both winding sheet 
and coffin ; and hurried with it to 
the place of interment; to which I 
did not accompany them, it being at a 
considerable distance. 

It is not uncommon for deceased 
persons to be kept unburied for 
several months, and even years. I 
heard of a case, in which a king was 
kept three years ; and then buried 
with great pomp and ceremony. In 
such cases, the body undergoes a 
kind of smoking process, the par- 
ticular manner of which I have not 
yet been able to ascertain. The 
length of time during which they 
are kept out of the ground, generally 
depends on the rank and influence of 
the individual during life. Criminals, 
or such as die in consequence of 
drinking the sassy-wood decoction— 
the judicial and infallible test in all 
cases of suspicion of witchcraft, and 
sometimes of theft and other crimes 
—are not honored with interment at 
all ; but are left in some out-of-the- 
way place, a prey to wild beasts and 
birds. In some such places, the 
bones of hundreds of the unfortunate 
victims of this murderous practice 
present melancholy evidence of the 
influence and extent of superstition 
among the poor, ignorant natives of 
this country. 

I may here allude to a case, to 
which I was called a few days ago. 
A native man was mortally wounded 
by the accidental discharge of a gun, 
which was the property of another 
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man. The wounded man died in a 
few hours ; and the owner of the gun 
was immediately charged with the 
crime of witchcraft. Being afraid 
lo try him within the jurisdiction of 
the colony, they intend to take him 
to the Kroo country, in order to give 
him the sassy-wood decoction, as a 
test of his guilt or innocence. And, 
as few persons escape death, after 
having taken the poisonous draught, 
he will, no doubt, meet the fate of 
thousands of his benighted country- 
men, who have thus been ushered 
into the eternal world. 

On one occasion, while taking an 
evening walk, I accidentally visited 
the graves of two deceased natives. 
It was a calm and lovely evening. 
The sun, partly obscured by the 
gorgeous drapery of the western sky, 
was gradually sinking behind the 
ocean waves. Slowly and sadly I 
was wending my way through a 
beautiful grove of palm-trees, near 
the edge of the roaring ocean ; when 
suddenly I beheld, within a few feet 
of the foaming surf, two little thatch- 
ed mounds, which I approached, and 
found to be the graves of two native 
Africans ; one of whom, as I after- 
ward was informed, died a few months 



previously; and, on his death-bed, 
requested that no person should drink 
sassy -wood for him, or in conse- 
quence of his death ; stating that no 
person had " made witch" for him ; 
but that God had killed him, and that 
he was going to the devil. He had 
been partially brought under the in- 
fluences of civilization. Through 
the opening in the little houses which 
covered these graves, I observed' 
several household utensils at the head 
of each — bowls, mugs, pans, &c. 
These articles had been placed there 
for the use of the dead occupants of 
those secluded charnel-houses. Mel- 
ancholy were the feelings I expe- 
rienced, while I stood and gazed on 
the little mounds which covered the 
remains of these two benighted 
childien of Africa, reposing in the 
dreamless slumber of the grave, on 
the shore of that deep, broad ocean, 
over whose ruffled bosom they used 
to glide in their light canoes; but 
whosenarrow houses are now sprink- 
led by the briny spray, while the 
roaring sound of the breaking surf is 
their only funeral dirge. 

.T. W. LUGENBEEL. 
Monrovia, Liberia, 

October 4, 1845. 
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The two following articles origi- 
nally appeared as anonymous com- 
munications in a New York paper. 
We happen to know that Commodore 
Perry is the author of them, than 
whom no person is more competent 
to form a correct estimate of the con- 
tlition and prospects of Liberia. 
They were written while he was on 
his last cruise on the western coast of 
Africa. He has been familiar with the 
operations of the Society in this coun- 



try and with the history of Liberia 
from its originality to the present 
time. We have therefore great plea- 
sure in laying his matured views be- 
fore our readers. The Commercial 
Advertiser, in introducing the articles 
to its readers, holds the following 
language : — 

" Colonization on the Coast of 
Jlfrica. — We have within a few days 
past received two very valuable and 
interesting communications, coming 
from an officer of great intelligence 
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and high character, now with our 
squadron on the coast of Africa. 
Our readers will agree with us that 
the facts, the reflections and the gene- 
ral views contained in them, are ex- 
ceedingly interestingr to the people of 
this country at the present time, and 
that they do great honor to the head 
as well as the heart of the gallant 
■officer from whom they come. 

" We scarcely need commend them 
to the perusal and attention of the 
reader." 

In these sentiments we fully con- 
cur. Liberia is much indebted to 
Commodore Perry for the noble ef- 
forts he has made in its behalf while 
discharging his duties as an officer of 
our navy on that coast, and we are 
assured that the citizens thereof hold 
him in high esteem, and would be 
rejoiced to see him again the com- 
manding officer of our squadron on 
that station. 

American Settlements on the 
Coast op Africa.^ — Circumstances 
have recently given me opportuni- 
ties of visiting the settlements estab- 
lished by the American Colonization 
jSociety upon the western coast of 
Africa, and believing you to be an 
old and steady friend of that benevo- 
lent institution, I have thought th^t it 
might not be uninteresting to you to 
have the opinions of an impartial ob- 
server, not only in regard to the pre- 
sent condition of those interesting 
settlements, but in reference also to 
the prospects of their future growth 
and importance, and the increased 
influence they must eventually exer- 
cise in checking the traffic in slaves. 

As the annual reports put forth 
by the officers of the Society have 
kept you informed of the progress 
made by the colonists since their first 
establishment, I shall merely remark | 



that the agricultural and commercial 
interests of the settlements are slow- 
ly, but gradually improving, and the 
settlers are already gathering about 
them many of the comforts, and not 
a few of the luxuries and refinements 
of life. 

The several churches of the colo- 
ny are well attended, and the people 
appear to be strongly imbued with 
moral and religious principles. 

The laws of the commonwealth 
are adapted to the wants and condi- 
tions of the colonists, and so far as I 
could learn, are faithfully administer- 
ed. In a word, the friends and pa- 
trons of colonization have ample 
cause for gratulation and thankful- 
ness that their work of benevolence 
has been attended with a success so 
highly encouraging. 

In truth I cannot but believe that 
the colony of Liberia is fif mly and 
permanently established, and that it 
possesses, at this early period of its 
existence, the germ of a powerful 
empire, to be populated by a class of 
people hitherto unknown, at least to 
modern times, a community of blacks 
destined to enjoy all the advantages 
of civilization, and to exercise its 
full share of political influence in 
the family of nations. 

To make certain this glorious 
scheme of moral and political enfran- 
chisement of the colored race, nothing 
more will be required than reason- 
able aid from the Federal and State 
Governments, and a fair share of the 
contributions annually bestowed by 
the American public for benevolent 
and religious purposes. 

It was warmly recommended by 
those great men, James Madison, 
Rufus King, and John Marshall, and 
by many others of their time, that a 
part of the proceeds of the public 
lands should be devoted to the eman- 
cipation of domestic slaves and their 
colonization in Africa.* 



* Resolution submitted, by Mr. Rufus King, to the U. S. Senate, February 18, 1826 : — 
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Now let us suppose that with the 
aid recommended by the distinguish- 
ed persons just mentioned, these set- 
tlements had hf a natural conse- 
quence greatly increased in number 
and importance; how many slaves 
would have been gladly emancipa- 
ted by their masters, and how many 
already freed, who are now grovel- 
ling in the United States, would in 
Liberia have attained to competency 
and to the independent exercise of 
their own thoughts, opinions and 
movements. 

Then looking to the influence the 



present settlements have already ex- 
ercised in suppressing the slave trade, 
let us imagine how much greater 
would have been that influence if 
those settlements had been multiplied 
and extended. 

It is useless to talk of destroying 
this vile traflic in any other way 
than by belting the whole coast with 
Christian settlements, unless the Eu- 
ropean powers should follow the 
example of the United States and 
declaie it to be piracy, and then 
faithfully enforce the law. 

The only nations who appear ta 



"Resohed, That as soon as the portion of the existing fonded debt of the United 
States, for the payment of which the public land of the United States is pledged, shall 
have been paid ofi*, then, and thenceforth, the' whole of the public land of the United 
States with the nett proceeds of all future sales thereof, shall constitute and form a fund, 
which is hereby appropriated ; and the faith of the United States is pledged that the said 
fnnd shall be inviolably applied to aid the emancipation of such slaves within any of the 
United States, and aid the removal of such slaves, and the removal of such free people of 
color, in any of the said States, tu by the laws of the states, respectively may be allowed 
to be emancipated or removed to any territory or country without the l^nits of the United 
States of America." 

Extra^A of a Utter from Ex-President James Madison to R. R. Gctrlet, Esq.^ dated 

December 29, 1831 : 

" In contemplating the pecuniary resources needed for the removal of such a number to 
so great a distance, my thoughts and hopes have been long turned to the rich funds pre- 
sented in the Western lands of the nation, which will soon entirely cease to be under a 
pledge for another object The great one in question is truly a national character, and it 
is known that distinguished patriots not dwelling in slave-holding states have viewed the 
object in that light, and would be willing to let the national domain be a resource for 
effecting it 

'' Shofild it be remarked that the States, though all may be interested in relievung our 
country from the colored population they are not equally so, it is but fair to recollect that 
the sections most to be benefited are those whose cessions created the funds to be disposed 
of. 

''I am aware of the constitutional obstacle which has presented itself; but if the generaf 
will be reconciled to an application of the territorial fund to the removal of the colored 
population, a grant to Congress of the necessary authority could be carried with little delay 
through the forms of the constitution. 

** Sincerely wishing an increasing success to the labors of the Society, I pray you to be* 
assured of my esteem and to accept my friendly salutation." 

Extract of a Utter from, Chief Justice Marshall to R. R. Gublet, Esq.^ dated Decem- 
ber 14, 1831 : 

** The power of the Government to afford this aid is not I believe contested. I regret 
that its power to grant pecuniary aid is not equally free from question ; on this subject I 
have always thought and stiQ think that the proposition made by Mr. King in the Senate 
is the most unexceptionable and the most effective that can be devised. 

" The fund would probably operate as rapidly as would be desirable, when we taks into 
view the other resources wEich might come in aid of it ; and its application would be per* 
haps less exposed to those constitutional objections which are made in the South, than the 
application of money drawn from the treasury and raised by taxes. The lands are the 
property of the United States, and have heretofore been disposed of by the Government^ 
ander tiie idea of absolute ownership." 
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be sincere in carrying out their own ] 
statutes for the suppression of the 
slave trade are the United States and 
England. So far as regards the trea- 
ty stipulations of Russia, Austria and 
Prussia, they can have no direct 
bearing upon the slave trade of 
Western Africa, as the vessels of 
these nations, even in the pur8uit of 
lawful commerce, are rarely, if ever, 
seen in this quarter. 

Spain, Portugal and Brazil almost 
openly connive at the constant vio- 
lations of their treaties, and England 
has undertaken a new scheme of 
supplying her West India colonies 
with African labor by holding out 
inducements to the natives and re- 
captured Africans to hire themselves* 
for limited periods to the planter, 
with the understanding, that they are 
to have a free passage to and from 
the Islands ; once in the West Indies, 
and in debt to the planter, but few of 
them, it is thought, will return to 
their native country. 

I am not one of those who cry out 
against the institution of domestic 
slavery because I myself have no 
property in slaves. It is a curse 
even the slave holder freely admits, 
but one which has been entailed on 
him by English ancestors, and I con- 
ceive that he can with no more jus- 
tice be called upon to relinquish such 
property without adequate compen- 
sation, than he who owns a cargo of 
sugar or coffee should be expected to 
throw it into the sea, and for the 
reason only that it might have been 
grown, or prepared for market, by 
the labor of slaves. 

The idea of witnessing, in our 
time, the abolition of slavery through- 
out the world, is, in my opinion, al- 
together chiniierical, yet the grand 
design of universal disenthralment is 
commenced, and every succeeding 
year will offer increased means of ex- 
tending the field of labor of the true 
friend of emancipation. But the 



progress of the work must, in the or- 
der of things, be slow, and genera- 
tions will pass away before its en- 
tire consummation is effected. 

Now it seems to me that the cause 
would be more rapidly advanced by 
the united and simultaneous ejQTorts 
of the missionary, colonization and 
anti-slavery societies, the two latter 
having in view the same object. 

I am aware that hitherto there has 
been very little harmony of action 
between these institutions, and that 
partisan feelings have been engender- 
ed which have led to a state of thing? 
deeply to be lamented, and I venture 
to warn those who have the general 
management of the affairs of these 
societies to consider how far they 
are justified in permitting, if they do 
not themselves cherish, this spirit of 
intolerance. 

We have already seen that the 
mission schools established beyond 
the influence and protection of the 
settlements are constantly subjected 
to the annoyances and threats of the 
natives, who have shrewdness enough 
to discover any misunderstanding be^ 
tween the missionary and the set- 
tlers, and are always ready to seize 
upon such occasions to demand ad- 
ditional presents from the former in 
consideration of renewed promises 
of protection, which are broken by 
the natives as often as they think 
they can do so with impunity. 

Is it not therefore the interest as 
well as the duty, of the missionaries 
and colonists to harmonize and pull 
together ? 

Let colonization and gospel in- 
struction advance hand in hand, aid- 
ing and supporting each other, and 
we may look with certainty to the 
most happy results.* 

I can bear full testimony to the 
good intentions of the colonial au- 
thorities, and to the piety and zeal- 
ous ardor of the mission^siries; indeed 
could it be expected that men of edu- 
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cation and promise should leave their 
own happy country to encounter on 
the pestilential shores of Africa 
hardships, disease and almost certain 
death, if they were not influenced by 
motives of pure religion and of coura- 
geous zeal ? 

A FRIEND TO COLONIZATION. 

« 

The Society for the Coloniza- 
tion OF FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR. 

Every one who has made himself ac- 
quainted with the history of this So- 
ciety, and has watched, from year to 
year, the progressive growth and 
improvement of the settlements estab- 
lished by its means, upon the west- 
ern coasi of Africa, must, if he be free 
from prejudice or fanaticism, come 
to the conclusion, that some wise 
Providence has hitherto directed its 
proceedings, and sustained its friends 
in their unfaltering perseverance. 

And when we turn to the history 
and character of its founders, such 
men as Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Adams, Tyler, Clay, Marshall, Ru- 
fus King, Crawford, Southard, Smith, 
Thompson and Rutgers, and many 
others of the same exalted standing, 
ought we to require surer proof that 
its foundation has been built in wis- 
dom, and that the genius of our 
country has taken its destinies under 
her especial care ? 

I will not pretend to assert that 
all has gone well with the Parent 
Society and its auxiliaries ; that luke- 
warmness has not sometimes marked 
the proceedings of their agents, or 
that many of the people, sent out at 
their expense, have not become list- 
less idlers; yet in looking to the 
general operations of the Society and 
its auxiliaries, and to the fruits of 
their labors, no one can say that the 
benevolent efforts of these institu- 
tions have not been amply rewarded. 

The American settlements in Af- 
rica, like all other new colonies, have 
had their pehodfl of war, of pesti- 



lence, of straitened meanSt and of 
despondency; and, notwithstanding 
all these drawbacks, they have gradu- 
ally advanced in the improvement of 
their condition and the enlargement 
of their resources, and as the forests 
adjacent to the settlements have been 
felled, and the noxious vegetation re- 
moved to make room for cultivation, 
death has been a less frequent visiter 
among the settlers ; indeed to those 
who have become acclimated, there 
is no longer apprehension of the lo- 
cal fever, and in other respects the 
climate is remarkably salubrious. 

These remarks apply to colored 
people and not to whites; to the 
latter, it would seem that the Al- 
mighty had, for some wise purpose, 
interdicted this part of Africa. 

There is something very extraor- 
dinary in the peculiarities of the cli- 
mate of western Africa, and especi- 
ally of that part lying upon the sea. 
There every human being — I might 
almost say, every living creature, 
not indigenous to the particular re- 
gion referred to, is destined, in the 
course of a short time after arrival, 
to pass through the ordeal of the ac- 
climating fever, and what is yet more 
remarkable, children and the young 
of quadrupeds, are subject, a few 
weeks after birth, to the same myste- 
rious visitation. 

All quadrupeds, and most kinds 
of domestic poultry, whether brought 
from beyond sea, or from the inte- 
rior of Africa, pass through the same 
ordeal, and with much more fatal 
results. 

] shall not undertake to account 
satisfactorily for these indisputable 
facts, but may as a mere matter of 
speculation, hazard a conjecture that 
this strange sickness is produced by 
the inhaling of an atmosphere charged 
with animalcules, invisible to the 
naked eye, which are generated by 
the decomposition of animal and 
vegetable matter, and when received 
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into the lungs and stomach, turn it in- 
to a noxious and poisonous compound, 
causing dangerous sickness. 

In this opinion, I am strengthened 
by the singular fact, that persons 
sleeping on board of vessels at anchor 
near the shore (not within rivers) 
are rarely taken sick, though they 
may visit the shore vrithout risk at 
any time during the interval of a two 
hours' morning sun and evening 
twilight. Now this is accounted for 
to my mind by assuming that this 
poisonous atmosphere possesses vi- 
tality, and is in operation only at 
night; and that its deleterious pro- 
perties in coming in contact with the 
sea, or the exhalations therefrom, 
are rendered innoxious. That the 
sun's rays entirely destoy these ani- 
malcules or render them harmless, 
and it is only when the immediate 
influence of that luminary is with- 
drawn at night, that they are again 
revivified, or what is more probable, 
created in new myriads to fill the 
surrounding space, until the return 
of the sun again to destroy, or drive 
them to the foul sources whence they 
come. 

I am aware that this theory is far 
from being a new one, and that it 
may be met now, as doubtless it has 
been many times before, by the 
seemingly conclusive argument, that 
if the system is thus invariably af- 
fected for once, why should it not be 
so always, when exposed to the 
same malaria. To this I can only 
venture a presumptive opinion, that 
it becomes habituated to the reception 
of this noxious atmosphere, and has 
acquired the power of resisting its 
poisonous effects. 

In regard to the supposed power 
of the system to resist the effects of 
this miasma, after the first assaults, 
I refer only to the constitution of the 
colored people ; I believe it to be 
impossible for any white person to 
become acclimated in western Africa. 



Some of our medical friends in 
New York, may smile at this bold 
attempt of a sailor to venture an 
opinion upon a subject of which, it 
may be said, he can know very little ; 
and I am willing to deprecate their 
ridicule by promising not again to 
meddle with a discussion which of 
right belongs to the learned of their 
profession. 

It is now twenty-two years since 
the colony of Liberia was first com- 
menced : every one knows that the 
first attempt to form a settlement 
was made at the Island of Sherbro ; 
and in that disastrous undertaking, 
a large portion of the first adventurers 
fell victims to the climate ; among 
them their estimable chief, the Rev. 
Mr. Bacon. 

Before his death, he had requested 
his friend, Lieut. then 1st lieu- 
tenant of the U. S. ship Cyane, to 
observe the coast to leeward, (the 
Cyane being bound in that direction,) 
with a view to the selection of a 
mnore suitable place for a settlement. 

On reaching the neighborhood of 
Cape Montserrado, or Mesurado, 
Lieut. was struck with the mag- 
nificent appearance of the coast, and 
especially with the promontory on 
which the town of Monrovia now 
stands. 

This location appeared to be ad- 
mirably adapted for the commence- 
ment of a colony, and with a view of 
ascertaining the practicability of pur- 
chasing the cape, and part of the ad- 
jacent lands, he opened a communi- 
cation with some of the chiefs and 
head men of the country, but as the 
ship to which he was attached, took 
an early departure from the neigh- 
borhood, he could proceed no further 
than to ascertain that the natives 
were willing to dispose of a part of 
their territory to the colonists, at a 
reasonable compensation. 

This information he communicft- 
ted to the Secretary, and Lieut. R. 
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F. Stockton was sent out in com- 
mand of the U. S. schooner Alliga- 
tor, to assist in securing the purchase, 
and establishing the settlers at this 
more favored position. This desire 
was ultimately effected through the 
joint efforts of Lieut. Stockton and 
JDr. Ayres, Colonial Agent, and much 
praise was deservedly given to the 
former for his valuable aid in bring- 
ing about results so favorable to the 
cause of colonization. 

Subsequently, the late Captain R. 
S. Spence, in command of the Cyane, 
also rendered important service to 
the colonists, by assisting in the 
erection of a fort for their defence 
against the attacks of the Natives. 

When the settlers first took pos- 
session of this beautiful headland, it 
was covered with a dense and luxu- 
riant growth of timber and jungle, 
inhabited only by wild beasts, and, 
according to the superstition of the 
natives, by one of their ideal beings 
worshipped by them, who, in their 
imagination, possessed the semblan- 
ces and attributes of His Satanic Ma- 
jesty ; and to whom their adorations 
were addressed in deprecation of his 
wrath. 

It will be seen in the sequel, that 
both the devil and wild beasts were 
soon routed by the colonists, and in 
their stead godly people, with the 
usual attendants of domestic animals, 
took possession of their sylvan re- 
treat. 

Since the period just mentioned, 
hot only has a flourishing town been 
erected upon the summit of the cape, 
but others along the coast and in the 
interior, have been planted, and are 
daily growing into importance : hav- 
ing already their churches, school 
houses, &c. 

The town of Monrovia, the seat of 
Government of the early settlements 
of "Liberia, has several churches, a 
court house, one or more missiona- 
ry establishments, school houses, 
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printing presses, a number of sub- 
stantial warehouses and shops. In 
a word, it may be considered to pos-' 
sess with its safe and capacious 
roads (in which it is not unusual to 
see three or four merchant vessels 
at a time) all the conveniences of it 
small sea-port town in the United 
States. 

The colony at Cape Palmas, first 
commenced in 1833, by the Mary- 
land Colonization Society, is, if we 
consider the brief period of its exis- 
tence, equally prosperous. Harper, 
the principal town, being somewhat 
similarly situated to Monrovia, but 
having the advantage of a more con- 
venient communication with the in- 
terior. 

Throughout Liberia, the laws of 
the commonwealth are faithfully ad- 
ministered; the people are morale' 
and all seem to be deeply imbued 
with religious principles. 

In conclusion, I may remark, that 
however insignificant these settle- 
ments may appear to the casual or 
indiffetent observer, they possess, in 
my opinion, the elements of a power- 
ful empire, to be established like 
that of ancient Israel, under the im- 
mebiate auspicei of the Almighty. 
It is impossible for any reflecting 
person acquainted with the history 
of colonization, to look upon recent 
events, casting, as they do, *' their 
shadows before," without being 
strongly impressed with the idea 
that there is something in store for 
the good of Africa, which is des- 
tined to bring about extraordinary re- 
sults. 

The aid of all good people should 
therefoie be invoked in support of a 
scheme of benevolence which recom* 
mends itself to the liberality of every 
American, and is reconcilable in its 
objects with every worldly charity, 
and with the doctrines of ^very re- 
ligious denomination. 

NAVY. 



90 



IPhat Africa w, and will be. 



[March, 



[For the Repository.] 



HDt^iU Africa xSf antf tuill be. 



Whatever may once have been 
the condition of Africa, now it is 
beyond description deplorable. — 
Throughout the Mrhole length and 
breadth of the continent, there is one 
prevailing midnight, with scarce a sin- 
gle ray of light to break the hideous 
monotony of darkness. The time 
was, when Egypt and Ethiopia were 
favored portions of that continent, 
when science and the arts were nur- 
tured there, when the scholars and 
the philosophers of Greece made 
pilgrimage there, as regularly as did 
afterwards the disciples of learning 
at Rome perform their literary pil- 
grimages to Greece. Africa was not 
then involved in one unbroken mid- 
night of soul. She was not then the 
universally benighted continent, upon 
whose dark bosom but a few wide- 
ly separated and indistinct star- 
beams were permitted to descend. 
In the entombed relics of her Cairo, 
and Memphis, and hundred-gated 
Thebes, are treasured up monuments 
of taste and elegance, which tell to 
the wandering virtuoso, " that all the 
boasted splendors of Europe sink, 
in comparison with the productions 
of African antiquity." 

But the glory of those times has 
passed away. The pencil and chisel 
of her artists have mouldered in the 
general wreck, the tongues of her 
orators, and the harps of her poets 
are lost in the solemn silence of the 
past. And the lamp of religion. 
Christian religion, that once burned 
so brightly, and diffused its saving 
radiance there, has long since ex- 
pired, or now, at least, but scarcely 
glimmers in its socket. No longer 
has she her Cyprians, her Tnrtul- 
lians, her Origens, and her Augus- 
tines. They too have gone down 
the tide of time, and left an awful 
blank behind. 



And what is now the conditioa of 
Africa ? She has her populous and 
mud-walled cities, and her mosques, 
too, which, at places, participate 
something of architectural grandeur. 
She has also her peculiar social or- 
ganizations. But what withal, is 
her condition.? What the state of 
her intellectual cultivation ? It has 
been said, that ^' if we except the 
Ethiopic language, which is seem- 
ingly of Arabic origin, and the un- 
known characters, probably Phceni- 
cian, inscribed by the Tuarics upon 
their dark rocks, there is not a tinc- 
ture of letters or of writing among 
all the aboriginal tribes of Africa. 
There is not a hieroglyphic or a sym- 
bol, nothing corresponding to the 
painted stories of Mexico, or the 
knotted quipos of Peru. Oral com* 
munication forms the only channel 
by which thought can be transmitted 
from one country and from one age 
to another. The lessons of time, the 
experience of ages, do not exist for 
the nations of this vast continent.'* 
Such is a brief representation of the 
intellectual condition of the aborigi- 
nal population of Africa, and this 
is by far the greatest portion of her 
population. Biitthe foreign tribes, 
who occupy the ancient seats of em- 
pire, light, and civilization along the 
Mediterranean, require a different re- 
presentation. There, to some extent, 
a knowledge of letters prevails. But 
the Turkish sabre and the Moslem 
creed control this knowledge, and 
confer upon it a peculiar character ; 
so that, instead of proving a light 
from heaven, to irradiate and bless, 
it is rather a lurid death gleam, 
which deepens tenfold the surround- 
ing darkness, instead of proving tlie 
means of enlightening and enlarging 
the human mind, it is '* but a tool of 
the magic art — an instrument for 
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manufacturing charms and fetishes to 
be sold, at high prices, to the delu- 
ded natives." But even here, a verv 
few of the sheiks and doctors only 
are able to read even the Koran. 
8uch then is Africa intellectually 
considered. Such the state of her 
knowledge of letters. 

But what shall we say of her re- 
ligious and political condition ? Alas ! 
her habitations are habitations of 
horrid cruelty. There the savage 
propensities of depraved human na- 
ture reign with uncontrolled domin- 
ion. There barbarism moves erect 
and triumphant, bearing the torch of 
desolation and the dagger of death. 
There murder and rapine, as allied 
enemies of the human race, issue 
forth from their mountain fastnesses 
and bushy ambuscades, and prey 
upon the peace, the prosperity, and 
the lives of men. There is realised 
the truth of the pathetic lamentation 
of the poet, "man is to man the 
surest, deadliest foe." There fraud 
and violence are systematized and 
conducted on a great and national 
scale. There the true God is not 
known, nor the rights of men felt or 
respected. The same dark sky in- 
volves both the religious and politi- 
cal condition of Africa. The same 
picture, gleaming with worse than 
inquisitorial horrors, represents them 
both. And the same tears that flow 
in pity for the one, flow in pity for 
the other ; and the same power that 
extends relief to the one extends 
relief to the other, for they are 
inseparably associated. 

Drag the banditti from their lurk- 
ing retreats, and wrest from their 
hearts the purposes of blood, and 
from their hands the instruments of 
death — secure the caravan, in their 
wilderness and desert pathway; from 
every assaulting adversary; wash 
clean, from the foul stain of blood, 
the royal death stool reeking annually 



with the gore of thousands of sacri^ 
flced human victims, sacrificed with- 
out remorse or pity, to the foulest^ 
blackest) deadliest superstition that 
ever enthralled the human soul; 
drive from the Senegal and the Gam- 
bia, the cursed slave ship, that "Pan- 
dorean ark of every evil that imagina- 
tion can combine to blast poor human 
life," — quench those widely deso- 
lating flames that in the still hour of 
midnight, reduce the unguarded ham- 
let to ashes, and send exposed to the 
ambushed rufiian's chain or the lion's 
paw, the unhoused victims of ruin, 
and stop the inflowing current that 
feeds foreign markets with human 
articles of merchandise; disseminate 
the principles, redeeming principles 
of love and good will towards man 
on all that vast continent, and where 
now rears the mosque or the pagoda, 
there let your hands rear the temple 
of worship to the living God ; do all 
this for Africa, and you rescue her 
from political and religious bondage, 
from political and religious night. 
You at once break every chain, and 
let the oppressed of all that land go 
free. They will no longer suffer 
under their present benighted condi- 
tion of soul, nor become the victims 
of each other's malevolence, nor be 
sold in distant lands as bondmen. 

And may not all this be done for 
Africa? It may. Africa is not destin-* 
ed forever to remain in her present 
condition. A day of regeneration is 
promised her. It is written by him, 
who is not a man that he should 
promise and not fulfil, nor a man 
that he should lie, that " Ethiopia 
shall stretch forth her hands unto God, 
the kingdoms of this world shall be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ, the heathen shall be 
given to Christ as an inheritance and 
the uttermost parts of the earth 
as his possession, and that all the 
ends of the Lord shall see the salva-. 
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fion of the Lord." This is the Di- 
vine promise recorded on behalf of 
Africa, which assures us that a bright 
day awaits her in the future. And 
it is through the means of colonies 
planted all along her extended coast, 
we anticipate the fulfilment of this 
promise. God seems to have resolvpd 
that Afiican slavery, characterized as 
it is by cruelties, oppression and 
bloodshed, shall ultrmately redound 
to the glory of himself. Indeed we 
&now, from the history of the past, 
that God does bring order out of 
confusion, light out of darkness, and 



that he causes the wrath of raan ta 
praise him. Shall not the children, 
the descendants of those who have 
been so barbarously torn from their 
native homes and native land, and 
enslaved in distant climes, be made 
instrumental in carrying back to the 
land of their kidnapped fathers, the 
arts of civilization, and the know- 
ledge of the religion of Jesus, and 
thus regenerate Africa. Are not 
these the evident indications of Di- 
vine Providence at the present 
time. 

W. T. F. 



^atltiT0 0f tM ^otlfft^ti^ f0t ftbrrta. 



The barque ** Rothschild," char- 
tered for the purpose, sailed from 
New Orleans on the 24th of January 
for Liberia with sixty-one emigrants 
on board, and a good supply of pro- 
visions and trade goods. Of these, 
twenty-three were from Tennessee, 
two from Ohio, and the remainder 
from Kentucky. 

The following interesting account 
of those from Kentucky we take from 
the "Presbyterian Herald," publish- 
ed at Louisville: — 

Emigrants to Kentucky in Af- 
rica. — ^l^he first band of emigrants 
to the colony in Africa to be called 
Kentucky — being a region of coun- 
try forty miles square, purchased by 
money raised by Rev. A. M. Cowan 
in this State — sailed from this city on 
Wednesday morning last, for New 
Orleans, where they are to be joined 
by others from Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana, who are to go 
out to another part of the colony. 
The vessel in which they are to sail 
is expected to leave New Orleans on 
lk« 90th inst. 



On Monday evening, an interesting 
meeting was held in the First Pres- 
byterian Church, at which the emi- 
grants were present. Mr. Cowan 
delivered an animated and excellent 
address to the audience of citizens 
who were present, after which he 
addressed the emigrants and the large 
number of free negroes who came to 
witness the scene, laying before them 
the advantages which would arise to 
them, their descendants, and the na- 
tive Africans, from their emigration 
to that land. 

From the statement of Mr. Cowan, 
we gather the following facts : — 

Number of emigrants : fifteen from 
Jessamine county : fourteen set free 
by the late Mrs. Meaux, one a free 
man. Six from Fayette county : four 
set free by the late Dr. Fishback, 
and two by Mrs. Fishback, his 
widow. Nine from Clark county: 
eight set free by the late Major Mar- 
tin ; one, a free woman, the wife of 
one of Mr. Martin's servants. One 
from Warren, set free by Judge Un- 
derwood. Two from Dayton, Ohio, 
a man and wife ; one a native of 
Kentucky, the other of Virginia. 

Some who gave their names to go 
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out in this expedition, have declined 
going, bat will go out in the next ex- 
pedition. Others, who intended to 
go, have not appeared. Two from 
f ayette county, and two from Barren 
.county, preferred going back, after 
thev came to Louisville. 

The whole number who go, is 
thirty-five. Twenty men, six wo^ 
men, and nine children. Five of the 
children are from seven to fourteen 
years old. Four of the men can 
read and write; fifteen adults and 
four of the children can read. One 
of them is employed to teach a school 
in the colony. He has a small but 
excellent collection of books, and is 
a member of the Associate Reformed 
Church. A statement of the condi- 
tion of the Canada Colony of colored 
men, written by this person, without 
any dictation as to matter or style, 
was read by Mr. Cowan, to the au- 
dience. He has been in the Canada 
Colony, and therefore writes from 
his own observation. A gentleman 
present at the meeting, remarked to 
us, that he had seen that colony, and 
he would confirm every word of the 
statements. 

Of this expedition, another pleas- 
injr statement was made. Twelve 
of the emigrants are members of the 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist 
churches. Two of them are preach- 
ers : one of the Baptist, and the other 
of- the Methodist denominations.-^ 
One of the emigrants is a blacksmith, 
three are carpenters, one a shoemak- 
er. All of them but five, are under 
thirty-five years of age. 

They were a fine lot of emigrants. 
They all appeared well dressed, in 
good health, and fine spirits. They 
all go to commence the Colony of 
Kentucky, in Liberia, which lies 
north of St. Paul's river. A town 
will be laid out in the colony, which 
will be located by public authority. 
Each emigrant will have hia choice 



when he arrives there, to have a 
building lot in the town, or five 
acres of land adjoining the town. If 
they settle within two miles of the 
town, they will have given them fifty 
acres of land ; if three miles or be- 
yond from town, one hundred acres ; 
or, if they will engage to cultivate 
coffee, or cotton, or sugar, five hun- 
dred acres. This gift of land is 
limited to the head of a family, and 
to single adults. 

We trust that this is the commence- 
ment of a noble enterprise, which is 
to result eventually in incalculable 
blessings to Africa, to the State of 
Kentucky, 4ind to the emigrants who 
may go out from this State. If the 
plan which is now laid can be faith- 
fully carried into execution, this cor 
lony will soon offer to the freed ne- 
groes of Kentucky^ inducements 
which can be presented nowhere 
else. We trust that the true friends 
of thf African race, will lay the ad- 
vantages of emigration before those 
who are in circumstances to permit 
them to go, in their neighborhoods, 
so that the next expedition may be 
much larger than the present. 

There seems to be a slight mistake 
in the above, in regard to the quantity 
of land now given to newly arrived 
emigrants residing more than two 
miles from any town, or village. The 
regulation adopted in 1830, on that 
subject, was in accordance with the 
above statement. But it has since 
been altered. For the purpose of 
informing our friends of the pres- 
ent regulation on the subject, we in- 
sert the following " Act " of the Le- 
gislature of Liberia, which has been 
in force for several years, relating to 
the grants and apportionments made 
to emigrants on their arrival in Libe- 
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ria. As the emigrants from Ken- 
tucky come under these laws, it is 
impossible that they should receive 
my extra allowance. Indeed, the 
fertility of the soil is so great as to 
render the amount given abundantly 
sufficient for all necessary purposes. 

^n Act 'pertaining to Lands^ and 
Reservations^ Apportionments 
and improvements of the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the 
Governor and Chuncil in Legisla- 
ture assembled, and it is hereby en- 
acted by the authority of the same, 
That no persons shall own lands 
who do not reside in the colony, and 
cultivate at least two acres, or carry 
on, with the consent of the Governor, 
some mechanical trade, and build **a 
house of sufficient size to accommo- 
date all the family of the proprietor, 
and built of stone, brick, or other sub- 
stantial materials and workmanship, 
or if frame or logs weather-boarded 
and roofed with tile, slate or shing- 
les." 

Sec. *4. Be it further enacted^ 
That all settlers, on their arrival, 
«hall draw town lots or plantations, 
for which the Governor shall give 
them a certificate specifying their 
number and the time of drawing. 
If, within two years from that date, 
two acres of land on the plantation 
fihall have been brought lender culti- 
vation, the town lot cleared and en- 
closed, and a substantial house built, 
the said certificates may be exchang- 
ed for title deeds in fee simple. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, 
That every married man shall have for 
himself a town lot, or five acres of 
farm land, together with two more 
for his wife and one for each child 
that may be with him — provided 
always, that no single family shall 
have more than ten acres. 



Sec. 4. Be it further enact ed. 
That women not having husbands 
immigrating to this colony with per^ 
mission, and attached to no family 
besides their own, shall receive each 
a town lot, or two acres of farm lands 
on their own account, and one acre 
on account of each of their children, 
^nd unmarried men of the age of 
twenty-one years, arriving in the co- 
lony from abroad, or attaining their 
majority while resident in the same, 
and having taken the oath of alle- 
giance, shall be admitted to draw 
and hold a building lot, or five acres 
of farm lands, on the same conditions 
as married men. In case of mar- 
riage afterwards, such person is to 
draw on account of his family no ad- 
ditional lands, but shall be entitled to 
hold whatever his wife may have 
previously drawn in her own right 
or inherited from a former husband 
or other persons, provided she shall 
not have alienated such lands at the 
time of her marriage. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ 
That no colonist shall deal with the 
natives of the country for lands. 
And all persons trespassing on lands 
not their own, by cutting or remov- 
ing timber or other property, are 
liable to exemplary damages. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ 
That no bargain, transfer, sale, deed 
or lease of lands, by or with the 
grantee of lands for the same, before 
a legal and complete title in fee sim> 
pie has been obtained, shall be valid 
or lawful. The imperfect right in 
lands acquired by the draft of the 
same, shall in the event of the de- 
cease or expulsion of the drawer be- 
fore the expiration of the probationa- 
ry term, descend to his or her heirs 
in the colony. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted^ 
That every proprietor of farm lands 
is required to keep erected, at the 
angles of the same, posts six inches 
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square at the top, to stand two feet Ij Penalty, one dollar for each post 
above ground, and be planted eigh- not so erected, to go to any person 



teen inches deep. 



suing for the same. 



taitnl from iTtbrrta. 



Government House/ 

MonrovicLi Nov. 12, 1845. 

Sir: — Your favor of the 12th Au- 
gust, by the ship ^^ Madonna," from 
New York, came to hand on the 
11th ultimo. ****** 

I have heard nothing further re- 
specting the detention of the ** John 
8eys." 1 have advised Mr. Benson 
to draw up a formal petition, set- 
ting forth clearly and distinctly, but 
respectfully, all the circumstances 
connected with the seizure and de- 
tention of his vessel ; which I pro- 
pose to back with an oflicial commu- 
nication to Lord Aberdeen; to be laid 
before Her Majesty's Government, 
through Mr. McLane, as you advise. 
I am persuaded, sir, that by a judi- 
cious course, Mr. Benson will obtain^ 
from the British Government, full 
satisfaction, and indemnification for 
the heavy losses he has sustained. 

It is rumored that Commodore 
Jones (I have received nothing di- 
rectly from him to that effect,) has 
given instructions to the vessels un- 
der his command, not to interfere 
with vessels belonging to the colony. 
I presume it is so, as no further in- 
terruptions have occurred. We have 
had no visit from British armed Ves- 
sels now for several months. 

Captain Bell, of the U. S. ship 
** Yorktown," met Commodore Jones, 
not long since, at the leeward, and 
conversed with him on the subject 
of the John Seys. The commodore 
expressed much regret at the occur- 
rence, and excused the commander of 
the "Lily," on the ground of his ig- 
norance of the colony, and his great 
2eal in the suppression of the slave 



trade. Then why detain the vessel 
after it has been clearly proven that 
she was not engaged in any illicit 
trade ? 

Since British traders have been 
required to pay in advance the har- 
bor dues, that is, before they are al- 
lowed to trade with the colonists ; 
which, by the way, are all the par- 
ticulars in relation to our non-inter- 
course with them, we have had no 
further difficulty on that score ; they 
are determined, however, to annoy 
us all they can. Some six weeks 
ago, an Englishman, who has been 
doing considerable business in the 
colonies, established a factory near 
Grand Bassa Point, just beyond our 
boundary line, and within four or 
five miles of the settlements of Edi- 
na and Bassa Cove. This is truly 
annoying, particularly so, as we 
must incur additional expense to 
watch that point, to prevent the 
smuggling of goods into the settle- 
ments, as is evidently intended. 

1 am happy to learn that at the 
next meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, this whole matter of our rela- 
tions with the Society, will be fully 
arranged. That Liberia is already 
a sovereign, independent State, is 
very clear to my mind. In the 
meantime, some little alteration in 
our relations, and a formal act an- 
nouncing our independence, may be 
well. Notwithstanding the feverish 
excitement which at present prevails 
here on that subject, 1 believe the 
citizens are not disposed to act defi- 
nitely until they hear again from 
you. This, of course, is only my 
own views of public feeling. 

As yet, for want of means, we 
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}iave not been able to make any 
further purchase of territory, this 
year. I am anij^iously awaiting the 
arrival of the vessel from Norfolk, 
in which we hope to have goods for 
that purpose, when no time will be 
lost, to carry out your views in that 
respect. New Cesters, if possible, 
shall be secured. I hope it will be 
30 arranged that we can have the 
use of the vessel which brings oijt the 
.^migrants, to visit three or four 
points. If 9P, it will greatly facilir 



tate our negotiations with the na- 
tives. 

By the next opportunity, I will 
endeavor to give you the informa- 
tion you require respecting the boun- 
daries, dtc, of our various tracts of 
territory. 

I am, respectfully. 
Your most obU servant, 

J. J. ROBERTS. 
Rev. Wm. MqLain, 
Sec. Am. Col. Soc'y, 

Washington City, U, S, A. 



it ntm C0l0nt3att0n yaprr.in tM WtsX. 



We have received the first num- 
ber of a new monthly paper, called the 
i' Liberia Advocate,^^ and devoted to 
the interest of African colonization, 
established at St. Louis, Missouri, 
under the editorial charge of the 
Rev. R. S. FiNLEY, the Secretary of 
the Missouri State Colonization So- 
ciety. The first and part of the 
second page is devoted to a republi- 
jcation of Cary^s able and interest- 
ing letters on colonization. The 
balance of the second and part of 
the third page, is taken up with let- 
ters from the clergy of different de- 
nominations residing in St. Louis, 
recommending the establishment of 
such a paper, and pledging their 
hearty co-operation in sustaining it. 
The balance of the third page is filled 
with editorial articles, the leader of 
which we transfer to our columns, 
as it contains the principles on which 
the paper is to be conducted, and a 
view of the object to be gained by 
its publication. The last page is 
devoted to advertisements. The 



^' Advocate^ ^ is published at fifty 
cents a year, and its friends design 
to gain it a large gratuitous circu- 
lation in the great Valley of the 
Mississippi. Its present subscription 
list, it is said, ^'considerably exceed^ 
a thousand.'* There is probably a 
slight mistake in the last paragraph 
of the following article in relation 
to the comparative amount of read- 
ing matter contained in the '^ Advo- 
cate." And it will be at once mani- 
fest that the price of the Repository 
could be greatly reduced by pub- 
lishing it in newspaper form, with- 
out a coverings and on thin, cheap 
paper; but would the change be 
one agreeable to our subscribers ? 

^ In sending forth to the public the 
first number of the Advocate, it 
may be proper to state more at large 
than is done in the 'prospectus,' 
the plan of conducting it, and the 
benefits to be expected from it ; and 
of the means we have of making it 
interesting and useful. 

'' The great and leading object of 
this paper will be to advocate the 
claims of Liberia upon the patronage 
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and fostering care of the American 
people ; and ] shall endeavor to do 
this by recording facts^ and not by 
discussing principles. 

^ The actual condition of the com- 
monwealth of Liberia is but little 
known to the public at large. Its early 
struggles for existence, and its past 
history, are still less known. The 
(documents containing this informa- 
tion are not within the reach of many, 
even of the friends of Liberia. The 
Advocate is designed to supply, in 
part, this deficiency ; and to publish 
accurate and authentic information of 
the present condition and past his- 
tory of this infant Republic. 

^^ The Advocate will contain, also, 
a history of this noble institution^ 
under whose guiding hand, by the 
blessing of Qod, the wonder of the 
age sprung into existence. In doing 
this, I shall re-publish valuable doc- 
uments that are out of print, and 
only to be found in the hands of a 
few friends of the Colonization So- 
ciety, such as " Thoughts on Colo- 
nization,'' published before the or- 
ganization of the American Color 
nization Society, by the founder of 
that Institution, Ashmun's History 
of the early settlement of Liberia, 
Carey's letters, &c., &c. 

^' 1 have also made arrangements to 
secure a copy of the ** Census of 
Liberia," a document prepared un- 
der the care of the Governor of that 
Republic, by the direction of the 
American Colbnization Society, and 
containing full statistical accounts in 
relation to the population, agriculture, 
commerce, health, religion, and edu- 
cation. I shall also take pains, by 
correspondence and otherwise, to ob- 
tain the earliest intelligence from 
Liberia, of an interesting nature. 

^ The Advocate will open its co- 
lumns freely for the admission of 
intelligence in reference to the con- 
dition and prospects of Christian 
Missions in Liberia, and in Africa 



generally ; and cordially invite the 
Managers of the various Missions in 
Africa to forward us for publication 
the history, condition, and pros- 
pects of their Missions. 

^^ A large department of our columns 
will be devoted to giving intelligence 
concerning the efforts made to ele- 
vate the colored man in our own 
country. And we earnestly invite 
those humane and Christian masters, 
and those devoted servants of God, 
who are co-operating with them in 
promoting the spiritual welfare of 
the slaves in Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Georgia, the Carolinas, and other 
parts of the South, to furnish us, 
for publication, an account of their 
labors. 

'' We shall also endeavor to keep 
our readers informed of the pro- 
gress of the cause in this country ; and 
for this purpose, have opened a cor- 
respondence with all the agents of 
the Society, of whom there are 
five or six now actively engaged west 
of the Mountains. An active cor- 
respondence with these agents, fmd 
other intelligent persons in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, will en- 
able us to collect such an amount of 
inforpiation, as will be both interest- 
ing and useful, when dissemina- 
ted in every portion of this grea^ 
Valley, through the columns of the 
Advocate. 

" The benefits to be derived from 
thus collecting and disseminating 
information on the subject of Afri? 
can colonization, will be to inspire 
the friends with confidence, to in- 
crease their diligence, and make their 
efforts vastly more efficient, by con- 
centrating t^nd reducing them to a 
system. 

^^ In addition to the means of ma- 
king the paper interesting and use- 
ful already hinted at, it gives us 
pleasure to add, that we have the 
promise of aid in conducting it from 
several gentlemen in this city, of 
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known talents and public spirit; 
some of whom have favored us 
with communications for the present 
number, as earnest of future as- 
sistance. 

"There is no paper west of the 
Mountains devoted to the cause of 
colonization; and the papers pub- 
lished in the East on this subject, do 
not circulate extensively in the West. 
The Advocate will contain more 
reading matter than the African Re- 
pository^ at ane-third of the pricey 



and measures will be taken to give k 
a large gratuitous circulation, amongst 
ministers of the Gospel and others. 
The means have already been pledg- 
ed for thus circulating one thousand 
copies in the State of Missouri ; and 
I do not despair of seeing the day 
when tliis, or some other colonization 
paper, will be found in the hands of 
every minister of the Gospel, and 
every legislator in the Valley of the 
Mississippi." 



JlurUtarp ^ocxtt\t9 in J0i\ b fi o uti. 



Grand Prairie, 
Cciloway County^ Mo., 

January 1, 1846. 

Dear Sir: — According to ap- 
pointment, the friends of coloniza- 
tion assembled at the Aux Vausse 
Church, on Saturday the 13th of 
December, 1845, and after a dis- 
course by the Rev. Wm. W. Robert- 
son, organized themselves into a so- 
ciety, to be called the Grand Prairie 
Colonization Society, auxiliary to the 
^tate Colonization Society. After 
which, upon motion, the following 
officers were elected to serve the 
present year : — 

President — Archibald Allen. 
Vice Presidents—John Calbreath,Da- 
vid Kennedy. Secretary — Nicho- 
las K. Grove. Treasurer — Reuben 
Scott. Managers — John Tate, Wil- 
liam Grant, Isaac Tate, John C. Al- 
len, James G. Scood. 

When, upon motion, the meeting 
adjourned. I would just say, in con- 
clusion, that there is a good degree 
of interest manifested for this cause 
in this country,and I doubt not the pe- 
riod will some day arrive, when the 
whole of that degraded race now in 
captivity in our land, will sing the 
songs of freedom on the coasts oi 
Africa. Fondly hoping that this 



may be the ca^e, I have the honor 
to subscribe myself, 

Yours respectfully, 
N. K. GROVE, S. G. P. C. S. 

Rev. Wm. McLain, 

S. Sf T. A. a S. 

The Young Men's Coloniza- 
tion Society in St. Louis. — This 
society met last (Monday) evening 
in the First Church. The meeting 
being called to order by Robert S. 
Finley, Rev. Mr. Maynard was ap- 
pointed chairman. 

Bishop Hawks addressed the ain- 
dience for about an hour. He spoke 
of the early opposition to slavery by 
the house of Burgesses in Colonial 
Virginia— of the same feelings after 
the Revolutionary war, and the or- 
ganization of the F^eral Govern- 
ment. That Mr. Jefferson's atten- 
tion was early called by his native 
State, to the situation of the free 
people of color, and of his corres- 
pondence to secure privileges for a 
colony abroad — that through the in- 
strumentality of Robert Finley, of 
New Jersey, whose name still lives 
among us, with the co-operation of 
John Randolph, Bushrod Washing- 
ton, John Marshall, Henry Clay, 
Mercer, and others, the American 
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GoloniEation Society was or^nized 
at Washington, in l'816. With this 
brief preliminary sketch of the socie- 
ty, the reverend speaker brought 
oat and answered several of the most 
important objections raised to the so- 
ciety. First, the sickliness of the cli> 
mate of Liberia. He refuted this, 
by a comparison with that of Ply- 
mouth, Jamestown, and Roanoke Isle, 
North Carolina. Second, the inef- 
ficiency of the society to accomplish 
its object. Third, the degradation 
of the colored race ; and gave them 
credit for all the constituents neces- 
sary to tlie dignity of man^ which 
had been only lost by their long op- 
pression. 

He next spoke of the colony as 
the means of extending civil freedom 
and the Christian religion. He re- 
garded Liberia as a scion of our 
own tree of liberty, whose roots, 
fastened on this side of the Adantic, 
would spread its branches over the 
burning wastes of Africa, as a young 
republic ; and one, too, that had 
strong claims upon our sympathies. 
As a religious enterprise, he believed 
it destined to extend the light of the 
gospel over that benighted continent. 



These are only a few dim outlines 
which the speaker filled up in his 
own flowing language, and enforced 
his thoughts with energy. 

Rev. Mr. Minard remarked, that 
in the organization of a young men's 
society, they desired rather to excite 
an inteiest in them, than to collect 
iheir money. It was Uie energy 
and activity of the young men they 
needed, and not their contributions. 

Rev. Mr. Finley confirmed these 
remarks — showing that the subject 
needed only a hearing to secure a 
favorable verdict from the public, and 
mentioned cases in proof. One gen- 
tleman in Mississippi, from ^^ Bache- 
lor's Bend," had given, unsolicited, 
ten $100 bills, on the first acquaint- 
ance with this subject. He referred 
to the munificence of Daniel Waldo 
and his sister, of Massachusetts, of 
$20,000. 

Dr.Bullard, alluding to these facts, 
(Daniel Waldo being a bachelor also, 
and his sister an old maid,) humor- 
ously observed that there were per- 
sons of wealth here from the same 
place — and this is what is wanted of 
the young men, to hunt up the old 
bachelors and old maids l^^Gazette. 



[From the Wabash Couriet.] 
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Colonization. — At a meeting of the 
citizens of Terre Haute, held in Asbury 
Chapel, on Monday evening, January 19, 
1846, A. Kinney, Esq., was called to the 
chair, and J. S. Freeman was appointed 
secretary. After a very fervent and appro- 
priate prayer by Rev. Wm. H. Goode, Rev. 
benj. T. Kavanaugh, agent of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society for Indiana and 
Wisconsin, explained, in a speech of con- 
siderable length and of much force, the great 
object of the American Colonization So- 
ciety. First, to colonize the free people of 
color, of our own country, in Africa. Se- 
cond, to civilize and christianize the native 
Africans, and third, to cut off and put to an 
eternal end the slave trade. The society 
has been fortunate in procuring the ser- 
vices of a gentleman, such as Mr. K., to 



act as the agent. He throws all his ener- 
gies into the subject; is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with his business; is a j>opular 
speaker ; and cannot fail of success in lay- 
ing the claims of this great moral and phi- 
lanthropic enterprise before the people. 

On motion of R. W. Thompson, Esq., the 
following gentlemen weie constituted a 
committee for the purpose of preparing a 
constitution for the V Igo County Coloniza- 
tion Society, auxiliary to the Indiana State 
Society — viz : Messrs. Thompson, Gookins, 
Dickinson, and Johnson . After retiring for 
a short time — 

Mr. Thompson reported the following 
constitution. (Constitution omitted untu 
next week.) 

S. B. Gookins and R.W. Thompson, Esqs., 
entertained the meeting, each in a speech of 
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thrilling and impressive interest, on the sub- 
ject of colonization. Tbe first gentleman 
took the ground, which was wellsustained 
in his address, that the great lever to be 
employed in the accomplishment of the 
mi^ty ends, is evangelical truth. Mr. T. 
maintained, that if civilization and chris- 
tiaoization can be effected at all, itmus^ be 
done through American influence. Rev. 
Mr. Johnson and Rev. Mr. Good, also ad- 
dressed the meeting in short but appro- 
priate speeches, when the constitution was 
adopted, after which, the following gentle- 
men were elected olficers and managers of 
the Vigo County Society, for the ensuing 
year : — 

President — A. Einnet. Vice Preti- 
dents — Rev. Amasa Johnson, Rev. M. A. 
Jewett, Samuel Dickinson, Esq. Secreta- 
ry — J. S. Freeman. 2Vea«ttr«r— J. D. Ear- 
ly. Managers — Wm. M. J^ell, Benjamin 
Hayes, L. H. Scott, Israel Williams, R. 
W. Thompson, Rev. Wm. G. Allen. 

Papers werefthen put in circulation, and 
^ixty-four names procured, who, of course, 
now compose the Vigo County Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting be signed by the proper officers, 
and published in the Wabash Courier and 
Wabash Express. 

On motion, tbe meeting adjourned sine 
die. 

A. KINNEY, 

J. S. Frsemak, CMirman. 

Secretary. 

P. S. Any person wishing to become a 
member of the Vigo County Society, can 
.do so by leaving meir name and money 
with the Secretary. 



CoLoirizATioN Society. — We are grati- 
fied to observe that the colonization spirit 
has again revived, not only especially in 
Vigo county and Terre Haute, but general- 
ly over the country. It is a noble cause, 
^nd one in which the philanthropist and 
Christian may enlist witn an almost posi- 
tive assurance of doing great good. It is 
now well settled that me homd traffic of 
slaverv can be more effectually checked, 
by plantinff colonies along the western 
shores of Africa, than by any other means 
heretofore devised. The whole combined 
efforts of England and the United States, 
with their force of armed cruisers, have 
yet proved inefficient, even to lessen the 
slave trade. Colonization, it is said, has 
done more than all others together in check- 



ing this dreadful traffic. Tbe several co- 
lonies have already a command over many 
hundred miles ot the African coast ; and 
with a little more strength, and of course 
greater extension, maybe made most effec- 
tual in guarding the whole coast. 

Thus it will be seen that there is a 
double object in view by the colonization 
society — both of great weight and import- 
ance in the scale of humanity. First^ af- 
fording a friendly and congenial home ; and 
tbe means perhaps of final emancipation of 
the descendants of Africa in this country. 
Secondly, the future and final extinction of 
the slave traffic. 

Other good results will necessarily fol- 
low a successful colonization of the Anrican 
coast. Much has already been done, and 
still more may be expected, in the way of 
extendingcivilization into the interior of 
Africa. Thousands upon thousands of the 
natives, have entered into treaties of amity 
and commerce with the colonists, and thus 
partaking largely of the benefits of extend- 
ed civilization. 

The cause is a gbod one, and should en* 
list the aid of all friends of humanity. The 
Rev. B. T. Kavanaugb, agent of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society for the State of 
Indiana, has been for several days in Terre 
Haute. So far as regards the object of hi9 
mission, he appears to be intimately ac- 
quainted with the whole detail of his sub- 
ject, and well qualified to advance the in- 
terests of so important a cause. # 

On Monday last, a meeting was held, and 
a colonization society formed in our town ; 
the proceedings of which will be found in 
another column. 

One of the objects of Mr. Kavanaugh at 
present is, to fix upon and appoint for the 
state of Indiana, a suitable individual of 
the colored population to send to Africa. 
This course is suggested with the view of 
having an examination of the whole state 
of affairs in the several colonies on the Af- 
rican shore, by a colored man, of the choice 
and recommendation of the colored people 
themselves. 

The selection, we understand, has been 
made, in the person of Willis R. Revils, of 
Terre Haute — ^and the choice considered a 

food one ; the individual appointed having 
een a preacher in the Amcan Methodist 
Church, for some time, and in every respect 
enjoying the confidence of his brethren for 
the object proposed. He is to start for Li- 
beria m May, and after spending one year, 
to return and make such report to the co- 
lored people, as in his judgment the situa- 
tion of the country and prospects of the co- 
lonies may justify. — Wab€un Courier. 
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^History of Colonization on the 
West Coast of Africa: by Ar- 
chibald Alexander, D. D,, pro- 
fessor in the Theological Semi- 
nary at Princeton^N, /. Phila- 
delphia: W, S. Martien,^^ 

This is truly a magnificent octavo. 
Its appearance is attractive ; its sub- 
ject is vastly important ; its style and 
manner are adapted to win universal 
commendation, and the facts and 
conclusions in which it abounds, 
will have a most salutary influence 
on the public mind. Just such a 
book as this, was greatly needed in 
the community at the present time : 
was needed, not merely as a deposi- 
tory of the past achievements of co- 
lonization ; as a record for posterity 
of the difficulties which beset its ear- 
ly days, of the embarrassments with 
which it met, and the manner in 
Ivhich they were surmounted, and it 
triumphed; but also as a means of 
impressing our countrymen with 
some adequate idea of the immense 
importance of African colonization to 
the welfare of our own country and 
to the African race. 

Could we, as friends and managers 
6f the society, intimate with all its 
past history, and understanding per- 
fectly its present position, have been 
permitted to select from all the his- 
torians, the statesmen and the divines 
of our country, oite who should 
write a history of colonization, we 
should undoubtedly have chosen the 
very one who has executed the pres- 
ent work. His venerable age, his 



profound learning, his high reputa- 
tion, his unimpeachable veracity,^ 
his perfect impartiality, his acknowl- 
edged trustworthyness, and his nu- 
merous other eminent qualifications, 
all demonstrate his superior qualifi- 
cations for the task, and stand forth 
as an unfailing guaranty, that all 
who read the book shall be abun- 
dantly rewarded for their labor. No 
reasonable man could ask for a bet- 
ter historian. No partisan, friend 
or enemy, could honestly desire a 
writer on the subject, in whose state- 
ments he could rest with more im- 
plicit confidence, or who would be 
so unlikely to betray the trust re- 
posed in him. He is perfectly fa- 
miliar with the history of the Socie- 
ty, from its first foundation. He 
has in his memory all the essential 
facts in regard to the enterprise. 
He also has access to all the papers, 
pamphlets, records, and other docu- 
ments in which these facts have been 
temporarily treasured away. He is 
competent to judge of the character 
and condition of Liberia, atid to weigh 
the influence which the general pre- 
valence of good order, the subjection 
to law, the establishment of schools, 
and the institutions of civilization and 
Christianity, will have in elevating 
the citizens themselves, and in dif- 
fusing the light of tnith and the bless- 
ings of religion among the benighted 
tribes of Africa. 

With these qualifications, and with 
the benevolent spirit which indu€e(i^ 
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the venerable author to undertake so 
extensive a work in addition to his 
professional engagements, he has 
executed the labor in a manner at 
once honorable to himself and inte- 
resting to his readers, and v^e doubt 
not that he will receive a rich re- 
ward in the gratitude of thousands, 
and in the consciousness of having 
accomplished an immense good to 
humanity and the world* 

It must be evident to any man pos- 
sessed of the most ordinary penetra- 
tion, that a great change is passing over 
the people of this country. There is 
a stirring movement among all clas- 
ses. New principles of national 
policy are broached. New organi- 
zations, to accomplish either private 
or public purposes, are created. The 
free colored people are infected with 
this general spirit of the times. There 
is among them a desire to investigate 
their condition, to question all our 
existing institutions and rules, and to 
overturn^ with the hope, that much 
of the misery of depression which 
now they endure, shall thereby be 
remedied. There is much talk 
among them about enlarged views, 
and a liberal policy, and they are 
very apt to fancy, that vaporing 
largely of securing their just rights 
and proper prerogatives, is proof of 
large and statesmen-like purposes. 
A wise man and a true philanthropist, 
seeing this state of things and desir- 
ing to divert the inquiries of these 
people in the right way, and by the 
right means, will be most careful to 
investigate and thoroughly under- 
stand the nature and influence of the 



policy which he recommends : other- 
wise, in a moment of high excite- 
ment and in a crisis of national im- 
provement, he will more retard than 
advance the object he has in view. 
To promote the social welfare of 
these people, to provide good for 
their future generations, by a fore- 
sighted and generous policy, to insure 
peace and prosperity to this country, 
and redemption and happiness to 
Africa and her children in every 
land, is an object worthy of the best 
intellects of the age, which ought to 
command the wisest counsels our 
country can afford. 

One great object of all institutions 
should be the amelioratioh of the 
condition, intellectual, moral, and 
physical, of the poorest and most 
wretched classes of society. All 
good government anxl social union 
is founded on this principle. To 
raise the colored people of this 
country as we may, and as we trust 
they shall yet be raised, by the pow- 
er of education, and removal to where 
circumstances will not all be adverse 
to them in the last degree, will tend 
greatly to perfectionate humanity in 
every point of view, and in every 
clime under the sun. The advan- 
tage which will accrue to themselves 
personally, is beyond all calculation. 
In their present situation, a cold and 
frozen barrier shuts them out from 
all the sweet charities of life j a bar- 
rier which none have been able to 
breast, though multitudes have adven- 
tured the attempt. By removal to a 
land of their own, they will begin to 
appreciate the fact that man every 
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where is man, with common hopes 
and fears, modified somewhat by 
climate, and much by civilization, 
and entitled to an equal chaCdce in 
the great stake of life. In such a 
situation, when 

" AH to tbemisstranceaiidiiew 

And cTery common sight tncy rlew 
Tbeir wonderment engage !" 

they will feel a stimulus to improve- 
ment, and enjoy facilities for its ex- 
ercise, to which they are now total 
strangers. They will also shed 
around them an influence of good, 
powerful and reaching far. The 
slave trade is the scourge of Africa, 
and the curse of the world. No 
evil has ever ravaged the earth to such 
a frightful extent, and with such un- 
appeaseable fury. The Black Plague, 
which slaughtered one-fourth of the 
inhabitants of Europe in the four- 
teenth century, is not to be compared 



with it. This gigantic evil finds its 
only remedy in Liberia and similar 
establishments along the coast. The 
reader of the volume before us will 
be abundantly convinced of this. 

It has been estimated that there are 
at least 150,000,000 of people in Af- 
rica. Their condition is as hopeless 
as it is possible for heathenism to 
render it. How are they to be reached 
and saved ? How are the institutions 
of Christianity and civilization to be 
established among them? The vo- 
lume before us answers this question. 
There is no other answer that can be 
given to it. 

But we shall not attempt, at the 
present time, to give even a sketch of 
the contents of the book. We hope 
at a future time to make copious ex- 
tracts from its interesting pages. 



Vrcttpte of t^< iimfttfa 

From the 20tk January, to 

MAINE. !l 

Bath — Bath Colonization Society, 

Ser Jona. Hyde, treasurer, $66, 
onathan Hyde, to constitute 
Zina Hyde a life member of the 

A. C. S., $30 96 00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

By Samuel Tracy : — 

Soscowen— Rev. C. B. Tracy 1 00 

Concord West— Rev. A. P. Ten- 
ney, $1, Henry Rolfe, jr., 50 
cents, New Hampshire Coloni- 
zation Society, by Rev. Z. Bar- 
stow, of Keene, $17 50 19 00 

Nashua — ^T. W. Gilliss, balance 
of life-membership, $20, Col- 
lection, $3 07 23 07 , 

Exeter— Rev. Isaac Hurd, $2, I 

Rev. R. D. Hitchcock, 50 cents, [ 

Cash, 50 cents 3 00 

Zondon^CTry— Robert Mack, Esq., . 

$1, Charles Hurd, Esq., $5. . 6 00 ; 

LelHinon — Cash, 25 cents 25 

^amps/€a^Collection in Congre- ; 

gational Society, which with | 

previous payments to constitute ! 



n (SDolonijation ^-ocict^i 

the 20th February, 1846. 

Rev. M. C. Bartley a life mem- 
ber of the A. C. S 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston — Miss Harriet Stebbins, 
balance to constitute her a life 
member of the A. C. S 

RHODE ISLAND. 

By C. J. Tenney :— 

Bristol — Rev. John Bristed, $10, 
Dea. Benjamin Wyatt, $2, Mar- 
tin Bennett, $2 



11 50 



63 82 
VERMONT. 
By Samuel Tracy : — 
Vermont Colonization Society, 
by D. Baldwin, treasurer, $4 25, 
Mrs. H. Read, $3, Sam. Smith, 

$ I, O. Seymour, $ 1 9 25 

Braintree — Mrs. Nichols, 50 cts. 60 

Charlotte — Cash, 25 cents 25 

Cornwall — Rev. J. Bushnell, $1, 
£. Sampson, Esq., 50 cts., Mrs. 
Polly Samson, 25 cents 1 75 



11 25 



5 00 



14 00 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Lubon — A friend 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA. 

Waskingion — Campbell & Coyle, 
annu^ subscription for 1845. . . 
VIRGINIA. 

Contiibution of Mrs. Martha Bur- 
will* #10, other individuals, #3, 
through the Botetourt Auxiliary 
Colonization Society, by James 

; T. Lo^n, treasurer 

Tye River MiUs-Dr. Thos. Massie, 

Richmond—yf . H. Hubbard, Esq. 



2 00 



5 00 



13 00 

20 00 
100 00 



183 00 



KENTUCKY. 

By A. M. Cowan : — 

Paducah — On account of note, of 
Atkinson & Small, executors 
of Edward Curd, by J. B. Hus- 
bands, Esq 160 00 

j2V«U)rporM3ren.Ja8.Taylor, an. sub. 10 00 

Jefferson Co.— Dr. C. W. Short, 
#60, Early Smith, Henry Shive- 
ly, Mrs. E. T. Bainbridge, each 
#5, B. Cassady, $2 50, Ed. 
Holbrook, 1 keg Tobacco valu- 
ed at $12, J. W. Breden, bW, 
Vinegar vjdued at #3, Collec- 
tion in Louisville, #18 100 50 

Bcott Co, — Ephraim Herriott, H. 
C. Graves, Parker Otwell, Alex. 
Offiett, E. N. Offiett, Thos. H. 
Bradford, W. H. Crooks, H. 
Stevenson, R. Hawkins, each 
#10, Asa Payne, Mrs. Sally 
Payne, J. B. Kinney, each #6. 105 00 

Harmon Co. — ^Thomas D. Urms- 
ton, 1 box Shoes valued at #25. 25 00 

Kenton Co. — M. McMusty, John 
Makoy, H. C.Watkins, each #5. 15 00 

Nelson Co, — Dr. J. Bemiss, #5, 
J.Suttiff,#l 6 00 

Jessamine Co. — Rev. Chas. Stew- 
art, Mrs. Mary Hoard, each #5. 10 00 

Marion Co. — Wt Dickens, W. C. 
McElroy, Harvey McElroy, 
each#5 15 00 

jL<misvi22e— John L. Martin, for 
passage of emi^ants to Liberia, 37 50 

Woodford Co.— Thos. Bullock's 
estate, for passage of 2 emi- 
grants 76 00 

Fayette Co. — ^Dr. Jas. Fishback's 
estate, by Mr. John Dolan, for 
passage of emigrants 60 00 

Jessamine Co. — 1ms. Jane Meaux's 
estate, by Mr. Tho. E. West, 
for passage of emigrants 356 25 



TENNESSEE. 
James S. Haynes and John Ram- 
sey, on account of passage and 
provisions of 23 emigrants from 
New Orleans 



965 25 



300 00 



OHIO. 

Dayton — ^From different individ- 
uals, for 2 emigrants, by Mr. 
Davis 185 50 

Granville — Sereno Wright, annu- 
al liie subscription 10 00 

Windham — A friend to the cause, 
per John Hough, #4, John 
Hough, 84 8 00 

Lebanon — Warren County Colo- 
nization Society, by Wm. H. 
P. Denny, president. 28 00 

CineinnaH — Hon. J. Burnet, an- 
nual subscription 300 00 

531 50 
ILLINOIS. 

Springfield — J. C. Conklin^, for 
printing annual report ot Illi- 
nois State Col. Society 15 00 

Total Contributions #2,141 82 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

New Hampshire. — By Samuel 
Tracy — Nashua — Rev. Austin 
Richards, #1 60. Londonderry 
— Charles Hurd, Esq., #1 60, 
Dea. John Holmes, #1 50. Le- 
Aanon— Jed. Dana, #1 50 6 00 

Vermont. — By Samuel Tracy — 
Jrasburg — H. Hastings, #1 50. 
East Rtdland—Rev. Wm. Mit- 
chel, #1 50. CharlotU—Chaa. 
McNeil, Esq., to April, 1847, 
#2, Dr. J. Strong, for '46, #1 50. 
CokJiester-llenry Stevens,Esq., 
for 1846, #1 50 8 00 

Rhode Island. — Bristol — Thos. 
Sbepard, for '45 and '46, #3. . 3 00 

Connecticut. — N. Haven — Rev. 
Jeremiah Day, D. D., #1 1 OO 

New York. — Jordan — Mrs.Amy 
Green, for 1846, #1 60. New 
York City— By Captain George 
Barker — ^From sundry subscri- 
bers. #77 60 79 00 

Delaware. — Wilmington— John 
B. Lewis, #5 , 6 00* 

ViRoiNiA. — Wheeling — Mr. Nel- 
son, for 1846-'47, #3. Abingdon 
— John M. Preston, Esq., for 
1845-'46, #3. tourers— Carr 
Bowers, to J[an., 1849, #5 11 OO' 

Kentucky. — Oak Gro»«-Nicho- 
las Gilmer, to May, '47, #5. . . . 5 00 

Ohio. — Windham — Rev. John 
Hough, to Jan., 1847, $e. 6 OO 

Illinois. — Springfield — Antrim 
Campbell, to Jan., 1846, #4 4 00 

Total Repository.. 128 00 

Total Contributions 2,141 82 

Aggregate Amount. #2,269 82 
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Mr. President and gentlemen or the 

Society: 

Through the goodness of God, we 
meet to-night to celebrate the twen- 
ty-sixth anniversary of the oldest 
State Colonization Society in the 
Union. Assembling for such an ob- 
ject, we naturally look back and in- 
quire into the causes which led the 
people of Vermont, (far removed 
from the centre of colonization move- 
ments, and from the destitution of 
colored population, — ^having no per- 
sonal interest in such a work,) to 
embark in it thus early. We can 
refer this prompt and early movement 
of Vermonters to their characteristic 
love of liberty. It was an emanation 
from their own free spirit. It has 
long been an accredited maxim, that 
** liberty has her dwelling place in 
the mountains." The civil history 
of Vermont furnishes many an illus- 
tration. If we turn back to revolu- 
tionary times, when not only the 
parent land, but some of the older 
members of the colonial family, at- 
tempted to oppress her, we hear but 
one voice from all her green hills 
and vallies, saying, we cannot brook 
oppression. We love liberty. We 
will submit to no laws but those 
which emanate from out own free 



spirit. And ever since, the inhabi- 
tants of Vermont have exhibited soma 
peculiar features of character, as dis- 
tinctive and strongly marked as the 
physical features of the State itself* 

The love of liberty and equality 
we take to be one of those features. 
As the just and natural consequence 
of this trait, we find all along our 
history, while the people elsewhere 
were silent, the protestations of our 
citizens against slavery ; and the 
resolutions of our Legislature, as- 
serting its unrighteousness and call- 
ing for its removal. During the 
time that New York claimed juris- 
diction to the west bank of Connecti- 
cut river, «. 6., from 1764 to 1777, 
slavery did nominally exist in this 
territory. But on the 2d of July, 
1777, representatives from the several 
towns in the counties of Charlotte, 
Cumberland, and Gloucester, (as the 
sections of the State were then call- 
ed,) assembled at Windsor to take 
into consideration a constitution, 
which had been approved by the 
Council of safety. 

In framing that constitution, every 
possible form of language was used 
to exclude both the idea and the 
thing of slavery for ever from the 
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State. Our first General Assemblies, 
and the messages of some of our 
earliest Governors, breathe this same 
spirit of liberty. And when, a few 
years after the adoption of our con- 
stitution, some persons from New 
York attempted to claim, as slaves^ 
certain negroes once in their service 
in this territory, the General Assem- 
bly passed an act in the following 
bold and clear language : — 

•' Whereas, by the constitution of 
this State, all the subjects of this 
commonwealth, of whatever color, 
are equally entitled to the inestimable 
blessings of freedom, unless they 
have forfeited the same by the com- 
mission of some crime ; and the idea 
of slavery is expressly and totally 
exploded from our free government. 

'' And whereas instances have hap- 
pened of the former owners of negro 
slaves, in this commonwealth, mak- 
ing sale of such persons as slaves, 
notwithstanding their being liberated 
by the constitution, and attempts have 
been made to transport such persons 
to foreign parts, in open violation of 
the law of the land. 

*' Be it, therefore, enacted, that if 
any person shall hereafter make sale 
of any subject of this State, or shall 
convey or attempt to convey any 
subject of this State, with intent to 
hold or sell such person as a slave, 
every person so offending, and con- 
victed thereof, shall forfeit and pay to 
the persons injured by such offence, 
the sum of one hundred pounds and 
costs of suit.'' 

For thirty years after the adoption 
of onr constitution, the journal of the 
House of Assembly, and the mes- 
sages of our chief magistrates breathe 
the same earnest sympathy in behalf 
of the oppressed. 

In October, 1819, before an emi- 
grant had been sent out, and soon 
after the National Society was form- 
ed, our General Assembly took up 
the subject of colonization and gave 



it their hearty approval. Under the 
influence thus awakened, a public 
meeting was called of members of 
the legislature and others, and held 
in the State House, October 23d, 
1819, at which tlie Governor of the 
State, the Hon. Jonas Gaiusha, pre- 
sided, and of which his Excellency, 
ourpresent Governor, Hon. William 
Slade, was the secretary. A consti- 
tution waa presented, amended and 
adopted, and the Vermont Coloniza- 
tion Society was formed, auxiliary to 
the American Society, for colonizing 
the free people of color of the United 
Stales, with their own consent, on 
the coast of Africa. His Excellency 
Jonas Gaiusha was the first presi- 
dent; Hon. Elijah Paine, Hon. Chas. 
Marsh, and C. P. Van Ness, Esq., 
made themselves life members, by 
the payment of twenty dollars. Then 
follows, in the record, a list of eighty- 
six subscribers, who set their hand 
and seal to the good work and be- 
came members by the payment of an 
annual sum. Among these we note 
nearly all the leading men of our 
State, in their respective profes- 
sions. 

The society thus formed, made its 
appeal to the public, and not in vain. 
Among the earliest measures of the 
society for the benefit of the colored 
race, was an earnest and stirring me- 
morial sent to the Congress of the 
United States on the subject of the 
slave trade, in January, 1842. 

Such was the origin of our society. 
It does not appear to have been called 
into existence by any foreign agency 
or influence, but to have grown out 
of the spontaneous feelings of the 
people. As it appears to be the 
oldest State Colonization Society, as 
it has been in operation for more 
than a quarter of a century, and as 
some of its founders and its deeds 
begin to wear the dusky hue of age, 
we thought it fit to refer thus briefly 
to its origin and early history. 
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Through various changes, our so- 
ciety has steadily held on its way. 

A few of the early friends, we re- 
gret to say, have become estranged 
even from the work of their own 
hands. Of late years it has been 
swept by a fitful and windy tempest, 
as was supposed by many to its ruin; 
but still it stands erect, and as the 
tornado thut threatens to overturn 
the mountain oak, only causes that 
oak to thrust its tendrils more deeply 
into the earth and gives it strength, 
by the very shock that was to be its 
ruin, so our cause has gained strength 
from the severe discipline to which 
it has been subjected. The tempest 
has gon€ by — we only hear its faint 
murmers in the entangled marshes 
of third party ism — and a calm has 
succeeded, which invites us to renew 
our labors. Our society has raised 
for colonization, directly and indi- 
rectly, during the twenty-six years 
of its existence, $12,790 57, or in- 
cluding the treasurer's report for the 
present year $13,490. 

To how many of our once suffer- 
ing brethren has it carried freedom 
and hope ; how many minds it has 
awaked to sympathy and effort in 
behalf of the oppressed, and what 
influence it has had in suppressing 
the slave trade, that concentration of 
ail wickedness, cannot be told until 
the light of eternity shall reveal it. 

The operations of your society 
during the last year have been limit- 
ed, and consequently the results have 
been small. In anticipation of the 
4th of July, the secretary prepared 
and published an address to the clergy 
of the several denominations in the 
State, inviting them to present the 
subject of colonization to the con- 
sideration of their people, and take 
up a collection. That address con- 
tained some of the leading statistics „ 
of the colony — the materials most ' 
needed to convey to the public mind 
a true idea of its condition and claims. 



It is believed that our cause has been 
presented in more pulpits in the 
State the present year than on any 
preceding year in the last ten. Many 
clergymen, who amid the conflicting 
opinions of their parishioners, have 
formerly remained silent, have this 
year spoken in our behalf, even 
where they have not thought it best 
to take a public collection. This fact 
is an earnest of better times to come. 
An agent has been employed with- 
in our limits during a part of the 
year. Deacon Samuel Tracy, of 
Hartford, Vermont^ was appointed 
to an agency, by the parent society, 
last spring, and was commissioned 
and requested to labor under the di- 
rection of your Board. Mr. Tracy 
has been employed in the State about 
four months. He has not made it 
his exclusive object to obtain funds, 
although he brings home a very good 
report in this respect. He has given 
special attention to the circulation of 
the African Repository, and other 
publications, hoping to bring the 
public ear to listen, the public mind 
to reflect, and the public conscience 
to feel. He has obtained ninety- 
four new subscribers to the Reposi- 
tory. He has visited the towns 
named below, and received the con- 
tributions specified, viz : 



Norwich 


$11 76 


Newbury 


12 00 


Peach am 


18 00 


Danville 


9 00 


St Johnsbury 
Weathersfield . 


08 26 
17 00 


Rockingham . 
Townshend . . . 


12 60 
6 00 


Putney . 
Brattleboro' . 


14 00 
28 61 


Ludlow . . . . 


9 37 


Woodstock 


10 76 


Sharon . 


6 00 


Royalton 
Randolph 
Montpelier 
Burlington 


22 76 
19 00 
30 28 
99 00 



Middlebury 
Castleton 


• 
1 




$18 00 
35 18 


Rutland . 


1 




19 25 


Pittsford . 






14 00 


Brandon . 






10 50 


Hard wick 






7 00 


Enosburg 
Coventry 
St Albans 






11 00 
9 25 
8 00 


Westford 






13 00 


Manchester 






5 50 


Bennington 
Strafford 






5 00 
5 37 


Brookfield 






. 29 25 


Williamstown 






5 00 



In the above thirty-two towns, 
$594 91 were collected. 

Your agent has visited a number 
of other towns, in which he obtain- 
ed small contributions from indivi- 
duals, or engaged pastors to present 
the subject to their people and take 
up collections. He has visited, in 
all, fifty-six towns. Mr. Tracy, be- 
ing a layman, has declined, for the 
most part, addressing public assem- 
blies. But your Board believe he 
has labored with prudence and with 
gratifying success. By the diffusion 
of pamphlets and papers, he has 
8own the seeds from which we may 
expect a good harvest. He has found 
the spirit of doubt and opposition 
dying away, and nearly all readers 
and thinkers becoming more and 
more established in favor of our 
cause. 

Another movement has been made 
among us, which, both for its kindly 
influence and for its novelty, de- 
serves, perhaps, a passing notice. In 
the month of August last, the Rev. 
Mr. Goodwin, an extensive slave- 
holder from Maryland, visited Bur- 
lington, and lectured, several suc- 
cessive evenings, on the subject of 
slavery, colonization, &c. Mr. Good- 
win is by birth a northern man. 
Through his marriage, and by in- 
heritance, he came in possession of 
a large estate in slaves. Twenty or 
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thirty of these he has liberated and 
sent to Liberia. Others he is pre- 
paring for the same boon. Feeling, 
in common with others, that the north 
and the south have sadly mistaken 
each others character and motives, 
and that a vast amount of ill feeling 
has hence resulted, he readily ac- 
cepted an invitation to lecture on the 
subject. He had full and attentive 
audiences. He neither apologized 
for slavery, nor exaggerated its evils. 
He delineated the peculiarities of the 
negro's character; showed his real 
wants and the treatment necessary to 
his intellectual and moral elevation. 
He explained the different principles 
on which northern and southern 
societ)' is founded — that of the north 
being based on the principle of 
morals; and that of the south on that 
of manners. The views presented 
by the lecturer were sound, and com- 
mended themselves generally to his 
hearers. And their effect was visible 
in softening asperities of feeling, and 
harmonizing opposite and extreme 
opinions. All felt that if the north 
and south could only know each 
other, and regard each others pecu- 
liarities of character and condition 
with an intelligent charity, the citi- 
zens of both sections mightbe brought 
to co-operate in the noble work of 
giving liberty, elevation, and social 
happiness to the colored race. 

# * ♦ ♦ » gQ important do 
we consider it, that the Common- 
wealth of Liberia should command 
the whole coast, that if it cannot 
otherwise be secured, we should deem 
it wise for the Parent Board to direct 
all their means to this end for the 
year to come, even if they should not 
send out a single emigrant. 

# * # * * \Yg entreat those 

whom God has blessed with wealth, 
to ask themselves how they can ex- 
pend a portion of their wealth better 
than by devoting it to this object. 
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On this three hundred miles of coast, 
there were in the last century sixty 
Mlave factories. There is now but 
one, viz : that at New Casters. Let 
this whole coast be owned and colo- 
nized by our society, and this one 
slave factory will disappear. Aad 
then the American Colonization So- 
ciety will have accomplished, by 
silent and Christian means, what the 
combined navies of several nations 
have tried in vain to accomplisli by 
force; and with a less amount of 
money than our Government is now 
expending in a single year upon our 
African squadron. 

Another signal object of attention 
with the friends of colonization is 
the plan for procuring the recognition 

of the INDEPENDENCE OF LlBElUA. 

This is a momentous concern ; and 
a crisis has come whidh demands it. 
Liberia is already a youthful repub- 
lic, with a territory as large as Ver- 
mont, and capable of indefinite ex- 
pansion; with a population of 16,000 
(emigrant and native,) amenable to 
its laws; This republic has its elec- 
tions, its coqrts, its custom house, 
and its revenue duties. Yet, this 
republic occupies an anomalous po- 
sition. Not having been recognised 
by any Christian power, as a sove- 
reign and independent nation, some 
European merchant vessels trading 
there, have refused to pay revenue 
duties, denying the right of the colony 
to impose them. 

If, by the blessing of God, during 
the coming year, we can purchase 
the remainder of the coast, and obtain 
a recognition of the independence of 
Liberia as a sovereign state, we shall 
have achieved results that will make 
the year 1846 memorable in history. 

The Parent Society has received 
several generous bequests during the 
last year ; one of $4,000 from the 
late Hon. Roger Minot Sherman, of 
Connecticut; and $10,000 from the 
late Daniel Waldo of Worcester, Mas- 



sachusetts. There have been other 
bequests of a different character, 
which call upon us loudly to in- 
crease our contributions. Hundreds 
of conditionally liberated slaves are 
wailing for the means to convey them 
to their brethren and to their father- 
land. They stand and plead with 
us, with tearful eye. They urge the 
injuries their race have suffered. 
They plead the claims of eternal 
justice for the means of helping them 
to be free, in their own home. Shall 
we turn a deaf ear to their cry ? 

The health of the colony has been 
good during the year, and all its in- 
terests, its schools, its agriculture, its 
commerce and mechanic arts are de- 
cidedly on the advance. We repeat 
it, Liberia now exhibits to the world 
all the marks of a prosperous and 
thriving state, a centre of light, lib- 
erty, and social order to the colored 
race; a desirable home, to which 
many tens of thousands will ulti- 
mately emigrate, at their own ex- 
pense, just as many thousands of 
laborers find their way annually from 
Europe to this country. The work 
is gloriously and successfully begun. 
Liberia is already pointed to as ex- 
ercising an influence which is with- 
out parallel. Scarcely twenty -three 
years have elapsed since the colony 
was planted. And now this miniature 
republic, with institutions bearing the 
impress of our own, is highly pros- 
perous, and rapidly increasing in 
commerce, wealth, and all else that 
promises greatness or usefulness. 
Through the instrumentality of its 
government and people, the slave 
trade has been banished from 300 
miles of coast; a most salutary in- 
fluence exercised over many of the 
natives, the result of which is mani- 
fested by *an abandonment of their 
heathenish practices, and their desire 
to be instructed in the arts of civilized 
life. Many missionaries are now 
successfully laboring among the be- 
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Letters from Dr. Lugenbeel and 
J. N. Lewis, Esq. — Capture of 
slaverS'^The Pons — 750 re-cap- 
fives landed at Monrovia.' 

Monrovia, Liberia, 

December 29th, 1845. 

Rev. and Dear Sir:— As a vessel 
will probably sail from our port for 
&e United States, in a day or two, 
I embraee the opportunity to write 
you a short letter, in the midst of my 
arduous duties and perplexing cares. 

You will doubtless be pleased to 
hear that Commander Bell, of the 
U. S. ship Yorktown, has succeeded 
in capturing a slave ship, with a 
large number of slaves on board — 
the barque "Pons" of Philadelphia — 
the vessel in which I send this let- 
ter. She was taken at sea, in lati- 
tude about 3 degrees south, three 
days out from Cabinda, at which 
place the slaves were shipped. The 
inhum^m being who had charge of 
her is ^an Italian. He came over from 
Rio, in the barque, as passenger — 
the vessel being in command of the 
former mate, an American, who gave 
her up to her new owner, after their 
arrival on the coast. The Italian 
captain was brought to this place in 
her as a prisoner, and was here re- 
leased by the officer who had charge 
of her. He remained at this place 
two or three days, then went to visit 
his old acquaintance, Canot, at Gape 
Mount, from which place he took 
passage in the '« Roanoke," for South 
America. He has been engaged in 
the slave trade twenty-one years- 
has been taken six times by English 
cruisers, but has made many suc- 
cessful voyages. He had no papers 
on board when he was captured ; 
and the stars and stripes — ^the beau- 
tiful standard of our beloved country, 
were waving in the breeze, in defiance 



of what he vainly imagined the York- 
town to be — a British man-of-war. 

There were upwards of nine hun^ 
dred slaves on board when tho 
''Pons" was captured; and had it 
not been for the vigilance of one of 
Her Majesty^s cruisers, five hundred 
more would have been stowed in the 
hold — which information I derived 
from the Italian captain himself. 
She arrived at this place in the com- 
mand of Lieut. Gogdell, on the 15th 
instant; and, on the following day, 
I succeeded in landing all the re-cap- 
tives who were on board, seven hun^ 
dred and fifty-six in number; up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty having 
died during the passage of fourteen 
days from Gabinda to this place. 
Many of those whom I received 
were in a dying condition ; and about 
thirty have died since they were 
landed. The large majority of those 
whom I received were boys, from 
ten to twenty years of age; only 
forty-seven girls in the company. 

I have disposed of more than six 
hundred of them to responsible per- 
sons in the colony; including one 
hundred whom I place in the care of 
the Superintendent of the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission. I shall probably 
dispose of the remainder in a few 
days. Being desirous to pursue the 
wisest and most judicious course I 
possibly could, with these rescued 
victims of the abominable traffic, I 
have been very particular in dis- 
posing of them to responsible jper- 
sons; and 1 have refused to let 
several persons, who applied to me» 
have any of them, who, I feared, 
would not treat them well. I have 
required a written obligation from 
every person with whom I placed 
any of them, in which they bind 
themselves to present them, well 
clothed, before the probate court, at 
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its next session, to be held on the 
first Monday in February, in order 
to have them bound agreeably to the 
laws of the commonwealth. 

Whether the course which I have 
pursued will meet the approbation of 
the authorities to whom I am ame- 
nable, or not, 1 cannot tell: but I 
have taken the responsibility; and- 
I feel perfectly satisfied that I have 
pursued the most judicious course, 
which I possibly could adopt, with 
these untutored natives of Africa. 
And while I confidently believe that 
their condition will be greatly im- 
proved by their being thus distri- 
buted among difierent persons in the 
colony, I hope that they will become 
blessings to Liberia. 

The barque "Roanoke" arrived 
on the 8th instant, having on board 
one hundred and mne^t/^iramigrants, 
and six missionaries of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Several of the 
new comers are sick at present ; and 
one of the missionaries has had a 
pretty severe attack. None have 
died ; and although I am apprehen- 
sive that most of them will sufier 
considerably with fever, in conse- 
quence especially of the unfavorable 
season of the year at which they ar- 
rived — deddedly the worst time in 
the year — yet I hope that very few 
will die. With the assistance of my 
two students, I shall be able to give 
them every attention which they 
may require. 

One thing I regret exceedingly, 
they have not a particle of sugar, 
nor can any be procured. Molasses 
will not answer for sick people. But 
I will do the best I can for them with 
the means which have been provid- 
ed. 1 have not time to write letters ; 
at night 1 feel too feverish. I must 
beg you to accept this hastily writ- 
ten sheet. Yours, truly, 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 
Rev. W. McLain, 

Sec^y Anu Col. Society, 



Monrovia, 

Dec. 30, 1845. 

Rev. and Dear Sir : — [ had the 
pleasure of receiving your favor of 
30th October, per ''Roanoke." She 
arrived here on the 8th instant, after 
a 33 days' passage from Norfolk, 
with her 190 emigrants in good 
health. The United States ship 
"Marion," Captain Price, was here 
at the time, and our thanks are due 
him for the assistance which he ren- 
dered us, in sending his boats along-r 
side the "Roanoke" to receive the 
emigrants and bring them on shore ; 
which duty was performed by the 
officers in charge, with that cour- 
tesy and good feeling which have 
always characterized the gentlemen 
of your navy in their intercourse 
with us. 

The emigrants are a promising set; 
and, so far as I have heard, they are 
contented with their new home, and 
seem worthy of the boon of liberty. 
They will, no doubt, if they maintain 
the sentiments which now actuate 
them, be a great acquisition to the 
asnricultural interests of the cojony. 
We will do all in our power to en- 
courage them in so worthy an object. 

The people of the colony are de- 
termined to give more of their time 
and means to the cultivation of the 
soil. Gentlemen who have hereto- 
fore shown but little interest in this 
branch of business, are making ar- 
rangements to engage largely into it, 
and 1 have not the least doubt but 
that you will see, in the course of 
three years, Liberia coffee, ground 
peas, arrow root, ginger, and red 
pepper, oiFered in the markets of the 
United States, on terms as favorable 
as that of other countries. 

Our colony, I fhink, never was 
in a better condition than it is now. 
On every side we see the spirit of 
improvement advancing with a ra- 
pidity truly astonishing. Some very 
costly buildings are now being com- 
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pleted, and preparations are making 
for the erection of others next year. 

The subject of Liberia's indepen- 
dence receives that patient considera- 
tion which its importance demands ; 
and it is hoped that whatever may 
be the result of this matter, it will 
tend to the advancement of the colo- 
ny, and redound to the honor of the 
Society. In the discussion of this 
subject, the Society is spoken of as 
our best benefactors, and to them 
alone is due the praise of planting 
on these shores a colony, which 
has, under their fostering care, 
grown into such importance as to at- 
tract the attention and jealousy of one 
of the greatest nations of the world. 

Whatever steps the people of Li- 
beria may take in relation to this 
subject, you may be assured that a 
just and proper respect will be main- 
tained for the Society. The Legis- 
lature of Liberia will meet on Monday 
next, when the subject will no doubt 
be discussed; and I suppose, from 
the opinions expressed by many of 
our leading men, that a convention 
will be recommended, for the pur- 
pose of making a constitution to 
meet the new order of things, and 
which appears indispensable to the 
healthy existence of the colony. 

What are the Societies of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Mississippi 
doing ? Do they not intend sending 
more emigrants to their respective 
settlements, (Grand Bassa and Si- 
nou ?) These places are in want of 
population, and by no means should 
the colonists at these places become 
discouraged for the want of popula- 
tion. A ship load of emigrants ought 
to be sent to each of these places at 
least once a year. Please bear this 
in mind. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

J. N. LEWIS. 
Rev. Wm. McLain, 

Sec. and Treas, A. C. S.^ 
Washington City^ D. C. 



[From Uie National Intell^encer.] 

The captured slave ships. — We 
have already laid before our readers 
the harrowing account of the slave 
ship Pons^ captured on the coast of 
Africa by the sloop-of-war York- 
town^ Captain Bell. The letter of 
Dr. Luge N be EL, and the extracts 
from the circular of the Methodist 
Mission in Liberia, which we insert- 
ed in Friday's paper, furnished the 
particulars of the capture and of the 
dreadful condition of the poor wretch- 
es found crammed beneath the decks 
of the slave vessel ; but it is due to 
Captain Bell to give also his official 
account of the capture, which we 
accordingly insert below. It presents 
the most shocking case of outraged 
humanity which has ever appeared 
in our columns. The vessel em- 
ployed in this execrable transaction 
went, it appears, originally from 
Philadelphia. According to the U. 
S. Gazette she was sold at Rio de 
Janeiro as a trader, by her owners, 
and all interest in her on the part of 
citizens of Philadelphia ceased some 
time since. She arrived at Philadel- 
phia on Friday, in charge of Lieut. 
Cogdell, of the Yorktown, and a 
prize crew of ten men. She brought 
in four prisoners, Portu|;uese, who 
were fouhd on- board at the time of 
her capture. It is devoutly to be 
hoped that all, of whatever country, 
who shall be convicted of having 
been engaged, whether directly or 
indirectly, in the inhuman affair, may 
be made to suffer the extreme penal- 
ty of the law. 

It is remarkable that within the 
same week three vessels should have 
arrived in our ports as prizes to the 
American squadron for having been 
engaged in the slave trade — viz : the 
Pons^ above mentioned, captured by 
the Yorktown ; the Panther^ a prize 
of the same vessel, which arrived at 
Charleston on Monday; and the 
Robert Wilson^ a prize to the sloop^ 
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of-war Jamestown^ which reached 
Charleston on Thursday. 

We congratulate the officers of our 
Navy, engaged on the coast in the 
perilous war against these enemies 
of the human race, that their vigilant 
efforts have been rewarded with so 
much success. They will receive 
the thanks of the whole country. 

Letter from Capt. Bell to the Secretary of 

the Navy. 

U. S. Ship Yorktown, 

Cabinda, (Africa,) 

Dec. 16, 1845. 

Sir : — I have the honor to inform 
you that I addressed a letter to you 
on the 30th ultimo, giving an ac- 
count of the capture of the American 
barque Pons, of Philadelphia, with 
eight hundred and ninety-six slaves 
on board, a duplicate of which I now 
enclose. I was so anxious to dis- 
patch the vessel in the shortest time 
for Liberia, in order to land the 
slaves, and relieve them from their 
miserable confinement, that it was 
not in my power to give you a more 
particular account of this vessel. I 
will now endeavor to do so, and also 
state some facts which have since 
come to my knowledge. 

The Pons, under the command of 
James Berry, was zi anchor at Ca- 
binda for about twenty days before 
she took on board the slaves, during 
which time she was closely watched 
by her Britannic Majesty's brig Cyg- 
net, Commander Layton. At about 
nine o'clock, on the morning of the 
27th November, the Cygnet got un- 
der way and stood to sea. Imme- 
diately Berry gave up the ship to 
Gallano, who commenced getting on 
board the water, provisions, and 
slaves ; and so expeditious were they 
in their movements, that at eight 
o'clock that evening the vessel was 
under weigh, having embarked nine 
hundred and three slaves. Instead 
of standing directly to sea, she kept 



in with the coast during the night. 
At daylight they were off Kacongo, 
about twenty-five miles to the north 
of Cabinda, when they discovered 
the Cygnet in the offing. They im- 
mediately furled all their sails, and 
drifted so near the shore that the 
negroes lined the beach in hope of a 
shipwreck. They continued in this 
situation until meridian, when, find- 
ing they had not been discovered, 
they set their lower sails in order to 
clear the shore, and, as the Cygnet 
drew off from the land, they after- 
wards set their more lofty ' ones. 
Two days afterwards we captured 
her. Her crew consisted of Span- 
iards, Portuguese, Brazilians, and 
some from other countries ; and, al- 
though continuing under the Ameri- 
can flag, with probably American 
papers, not one American was on 
board. 

As I could not dispatch her the 
evening of her capture, she kept 
company with us that night. 'J^he 
next morning I regretted to learn 
that eighteen had died, and one 
jumped overboard. So many* dying 
in so short a time was accounted for 
by the captain in the necessity he 
had of thrusting below all who were 
on deck, and closing the hatches, 
when he first fell in with us, in order 
to escape detection. 

The vessel has no slave deck, and 
upwards of eight hundred and fifty 
were piled, almost in bulk, on the 
water casks below. These were 
males. About forty or fifty females 
were confined in one-half of the 
round-house cabin on deck ; the 
other half of the cabin remaining for 
the use of the officers. As the ship 
appeared to be less than three hun- 
dred and fifty tons, it seemed impos- 
sible that one.half could have lived 
to cross the Atlantic. About two 
hundred filled up the spar deck alone, 
when they were permitted to come 
up from below, and yet the captain 



116 



Later from Africa. 



[Apri*, 



assured me that it was his intention 
to have taken/our hundred more on 
board if he could have spared the 
time. 

Tlie stench from below was so 
great that it was impossible to stand 
more than a few moments near the 
hatchways. Our men who went 
below from curiosity, were forced 
up sick in a few minutes ; then all 
the hatches were off. What must 
have been the sujQferings of these 
poor wretches when the hatches 
were closed ? I am informed that 
very often in these eases, the strong- 
er will strangle the weaker ; and this 
was probably the reason why so 
many died, or rather were found 
dead, the morning after the capture. 
None but an eye witness cam form 
a conception of the horrors these 
poor creatures must endure in their 
transit across the ocean. 

I regret to say that most of this 
misery is produced by our own coun- 
trymen; they furnish the means of 
conveyance in spite of existing enact- 
ments ; and although there are strong 
circumstances against Berry, the late 
master of the ^ Pons,'' sufficient to 
induce me to detain him, if I should 
meet with him, yet I fear neither he 
nor his employers can be reached by 
our present laws. He will no doubt 
make it appear that the "Pons" was 
beyond his control when the slaves 
were brought on board. Yet, from 
the testimony of the men who came 
over from Rio as passengers, there 
is no doubt the whole affair was ar 
ranged at Rio between Berry and 
Gallano before the ship sailed. These 
men state that the first place they 
anchored was at Onin, near the river 
Lagos, in the Bight of Benin ; here 
they discharged a portion of their 
cargo, and received on hoard a ntim- 
.her of hogsheads or pipes filled 
with water. These were stowed on 
the ground tier, and a tier of casks 
containing spirits were placed over 



them. They were then informed 
that the vessel was going to Ca-- 
binda for a load of slaves. 

On their arrival at the latter place, 
the spirit was kept on board until a 
few days before Berry gave up the 
command, covering up the water 
casks in order to elude the suspi. 
cions of any cruiser. For twenty 
days did Berry wait in the roadstead 
of Cabinda, protected by the flag of 
his country, yet clonely watched by 
a foreign man-of-war, who was cer- 
tain of his intention ; but the instant 
that cruiser is compelled to withdraw 
for a few hours, he springs at the 
opportunity of enriching himself and 
owners, and disgracing the flag which 
had protected him. 

As we are short-handed, I have 
shipped those men, much to their 
gratification, who came out as pas- 
sengers in the Pons from Rio to Ca- 
binda, in order that their testimony 
may be taken, should Berry be in 
the United States on our return, and 
committed for trial, 1 have landed 
the balance of the prize crew here, 
with the exception of one who died 
of coast fever a few days after he 
came on board this ship. 

I have the honor to be, with much 
respect, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES H. BELL, 

Commander, 
To the Hon. George Bancroft, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

[From the Journal of Commerce.] 

Later from Africa. — We have 
received files of the Liberia Herald 
and of Africa's Luminary^ published 
at Monrovia, to the 28th December, 
inclusive. The United States sloop- 
of-war Marion, from the United 
States^ September 24, having touched 
at Madeira and Port Praya, arrived 
at Monrovia December 9th. Officers 
and crew all well. The following is 
a list of her officers ; — 

Lewis E. Simonds, Commander j 
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Cicero Price, Lieutenant; Luther 
Stoddard, Lieutenant ; C. C. Barton, 
Lieutenant; John Spencer, jr.. Pur- 
ser; Isaac Brinkerhoff, Surgeon ; 
James B. Gould, Assistant Surgeon ; 
W. C. B. Porter, Acting Master; C- 
C. Simms, Passed Midshipman; 
James Higgins, Passed Midshipman : 
James Baitlett, Midshipman ; James 
Bliss, Midshipman; James Eaton, 
Midshipman; James Abbott, Cap- 
tain's Clerk; James Freeman, Sail- 
maker ; James Williams, Boatswain; 
James Jenkins, Carpenter ; James 
Burton, Gunner ; James Goety, Pur- 
ser's Clerk. 

The United States ship Jamestown, 
Commander Cunningham, flag ship 
of the African squadron, bearing the 
broad pennant of Commodore Skin- 
ner, arrived at Monrovia on the 17th 
December, — days from Port Praya. 
Officers and crew all well. 

On the 8th December the Roanoke 
arrived, 33 days from Norfolk, Va., 
with a reinforcement of missionaries 
and teachers, attached to the mission 
of the M. E. Church, viz : Rev. J. 
B. Benham, Superintendent of the 
Liberia Mission, and wife ; Rev. W. 
B. Hoyt and wife ; and the Rev. W. 
B. Williams, Principal of the Mon- 
rovian Seminary, and wife. All well. 
Their arrival was the occasion of 
great rejoicing. The Roanoke took 
out 190 emigrants. They are de- 
scribed as a robust and healthy look- 
ing set of people, and, it was thought, 
would be an acquisition to the colony. 
By the activity of Governor Roberts, 
most of them were speedily con- 
ducted to their final location up the 
river. 

We are sorry to see it predicted, 
that the ensuing season will be one 
of uncommon scarcity. In conse- 
quence of the early rains the natives 
were unable to burn off their farms, 
and what little rice was made was 
nearly all bought up to supply the 
slave factories at prices which the 



colonists could not afford to give. 
The colonists have at last been taught 
a lesson which they have been too 
slow to learn — the precariousness of 
subsistence while they depend either 
on foreigners or natives for their 
supplies. This circumstance has 
given an impetus to the agricultural 
interest, and we may safely say that 
at no former period of the colony's 
history has there been so much do- 
ing in the farming way as at pre- 
sent. 

Her British Majesty '9 ship Pe- 
nelope latel}^ captured a steamship 
fitted up for the slave trade. She 
was sent to St. Helena and con- 
demned. There were four Ameri- 
cans on board, whom the com- 
mander brought to Monrovia, to be 
delivered up to an American man-of- 
war. There being none there, he 
took them back, and they would 
remain on board the British ship 
until some United States vessel ar- 
rived. 

Her British Majesty's brig Lily, 
Captain Newton, recently captured a 
bark at Cape Mount. Her slaves 
were all ready, and would have been 
shipped from Cape Mount in a few 
davs if she had not been taken. 

From the Monrovia- Herald of De- 
cember 28, we copy the following 
account of the scene on the beach, 
on occasion of the landing of the 
slaves from the bark Pons, captured 
by the Yorktown. It will be re- 
membered that so densely were they 
packed, that in the fourteen days 
which intervened between her cap- 
ture and arrival at Monrovia, one 
hundred and fifty died : — 

" They were landed on Tuesday, 
when nearly the whole population 
collected on the beach to witness the 
sight. The colonists, with the ex- 
ception of a very few, had never 
witnessed such a spectacle before. 
The slaves were much emaciated and 
It so debilitated that many of them 
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found difficulty in getting out of the 
boats. Such a spectacle of nvisery 
and wretchedness, inflicted by a law- 
less and ferocious cupidity, so excited 
our people, that it became unsafe for 
the captain of the slaver (who had 
come to look on) to remain at the 
beach. Eight slaves died in harbor 
the day before they were landed, and 
the bodies were thrown overboard. 
The prize master says, as soon as a 
slave became helpless through de- 
bility or sickness, those nearest 
would throttle him, in order that his 
body removed, they wotild have more 
room. They were all, men and 
women, with the exception of two 
or three called headmen, landed in a 
state of perfect nudity ! 

"Doctor Lugenbeel, the United 
States agent, has put them all out 
with different persons, who have 
taken them as apprentices. Those 
under age will be apprenticed under 
the apprentice act of the colony, and 
adults will be bound for seven years. 
The Methodist Mission has 80 boys 
and 20 girls, which with the mission 
has been long a desideratum.'' 

Extract of a letter dated U, S, ship 
Vorktown, at sea^ lat, 3° 15' iS., 
Ion. 8° 52' 17., Nov. 30/A, 1845. 

'* I have but a moment to inform 
you that we have just fallen in with the 
American bark • Pons, of Philadel- 
phia,' from Gabinda, Africa, bound 
to Brazil, with 896 slaves on board. 
She sailed from Gabinda on the 27th 
instant with 903. Seven have since 
died. The captain took us for an 
English man-of-war and hoisted the 
American colors, and no doubt had 
papers to correspond ; but suspecting 
that we might be an American, or 
probably confused by his fright and 
our changing our flag to English, 
first showing one color and then 
another, he threw all his papers 
overboard. 
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As soon as the slaves knew they 
were recaptured, they gave a shout 
that could have been heard a mile. 
They will be landed at Cape Mesu- 
rado, and the vessel sent to Phila- 
delphia. I have no time to add 
more. All well aboard — but very 
short of officers. This being our 
second prize, we have only left one 
lieutenant, one master, a passed mid- 
shipman, and two midshipmen. 

*^ Sincerely and truly yours. 

" December 1st. — Eighteen slaves 
died last night, and one jumped over- 
board." 

Although this letter relates to facts 
already known, it is of some interest 
as coming from a person on board 
the capturing ship. The Pons has 
arrived at Philadelphia. 

The Philadelphia Ledger of Satur- 
day says:— 

She brings with her four of the 
crew who were on board at the time 
of her capture, and who were taken 
before Mr. J. Burchard, United States 
Commissioner, yesterday afternoon, 
by whom they were committed for a 
further hearing, on the charge of 
being found on board an American 
vessel engaged in the slave trade. 
They are all Portuguese, and of 
course not punishable by the autho- 
rities of the United States, the acts 
of Congress giving our courts power 
to punish Americans only. The 
names of the four are John Prader, 
a boy of 14 years of age, John Prom- 
sent, Emanuel Prader, and Louis 
Font. They are intelligent look- 
ing fellows, and will be held until 
the Consul of Portugal has been 
consulted and the vessel disposed 
of. 

The Pons is a fine vessel, and was 
formerly owned by a firm in this 
city. She lies now opposite the 
navy yard, but will be removed 
during the day to the railway wharf 
of Messrs. Simpson & Neal, South- 
wark. Her crew on her passage to 
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this port consisted of ten United 
States seamen, in addition to the four 
Portuguese. She left Monrovia early 
in December last, and we regret to 
learn from Lieutenant Gogdell, that 
Mr. J. C. Lawrence, master's mate, 
died on the passage. He was taken 
sick on the 12th of January, and 
died on the 30lh of that month, at 
sea* 

{From the Charleston Patriot, of Wednesday.] 

Arrival of the Captured Slav- 
KR. — The ship Panther, of Provi- 
dence, (R. I.,] Passed Midshipman H. 
S. Newcomb, commanding, came up 
last night. She is a prize to the U. 
S. ship Yorktown, Capt. C. H. Bell, 
from Cabin da, coast of Africa, 77 
days; was bound to Providence, 
(R. I.,) but on account of stress of 
weather, shortness of provisions, and 
much sickness on board, kept away 
for Charleston, (S. C.) Her master 
is Capt. J. M. Clapp ; she is suspect- 
ed of being concerned in the slave 
trade. Sent to the United States for 
trial. Left the Yorktown at Cabinda, 
in a few days bound up the coast, all 
well. The Panther had been seized 
by the English brig of war Cygnet, 
Captain Laighton, but released in a 
few days. Midshipman H. G. D. 
Brown came home in this ship on 
duty. 

The Panther has experienced much 
bad weather, and is in a leaky con- 
dition. January 30th, latitude 25° 
N., longitude 57° W., saw an English 
bark, colors Union down, an English 
ship, the Dunizon, of Liverpool, 
alongside, kept away for them, she 
had been boarded by the ship and 
soon after capsized ; no name on her 
stern. February 25th, boarded Amer- 
ican brig Historia, Milliken master, 
lat. 36° N., long. 73° W., 3 days from 
New York, bound to Nassau ; re- 
ceived a supply of provisions from 
her. Same day spoke brig Atlantic, 
bound to New Haven. 



The following is a list of the offi- 
cers of the ship Yorktown : 

Commander, C. H. Bell ; Lieu- 
tenant, H. A. Steele ; Surgeon, W. 
L. Van Horn; Purser, J. N. Hamble- 
ton; Assistant Surgeon, L. J. Wil- 
liams ; Acting Master, S. Edwards ; 
Midshipman, F. A. Rae ; Clerk, D. 
St. Leon Poller ; Boatswain, J. Lewis; 
Gunner, T. M. Crocker; Carpenter, 
H. Lindsey — all well. 

Another Slaver Captured. — 
The schooner Robert Wilson, of 
Baltimore, Lieutenant Chipman^ U. 
S. Navy, commanding, arrived this 
morning, in 38 days from Port 
Pray a, as a prize to the U. S. ship 
Jamestown. The R. W. is supposed 
to have been engaged in the slave 
trade, and the following persons are 
sent home in her for trial: late Cap- 
tain Pfister; J. M, Rush, J. Hamil- 
ton, J. P. Morris, and A. J. Slute. 
They were taken from the steamer 
Cacique, engaged in slaving, by Her 
British Majesty's frigate Penelope. 
The Robert Wilson spoke, 1st inst., 
latitude 24 21, long. 57 13, schooner 
Curlew, 9 days out from New York, 
with loss of bulwarks, &c. 

The following is a list of the offi- 
cers of the Jamestown, who were all 
well when the R. W. left: — 

List of officers. — C. W. Skin- 
ner, Commodore: R. B. Cunning- 
ham, Commander : G. R. Gray, 1st 
Lieutenant: J. L. Henderson, 2d 
Lieutenant: J. J. B. Walback, 3d 
Lieutenant: J. C. Beaumont, Master: 
R. L. Patton, Surgeon : T. M. Mc- 
Neill, Lieut. Marines: J. Semple, 
Purser: — Talbott, Chaplain: R, 
T. McKim, Assistant Surgeon: 
W. Flye, Professor of Mathema- 
tics: W. Sharpe, J. Armstrong, 
J. L. Ferguson, E. T. Andrewsi 
Midshipmen: T. P. Eskridge, 
Captain's Clerk: Cavenday, Boat- 
swain: Cahill, Carpenter: Stevens, 
Sailmaker: M. Tabb, Purser's 
Steward. 
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Lisbon, Connecticut, 

February 5, 1846. 

Rev. and Dear Sir :— I feel it to 
be my duty to express my thanks to 
you for the very liberal terms on 
which you permit me to take the 
African Repository. Owing to my 
very poor health, I fear I can do but 
little to aid the cause of colonization. 
But this I will say, that I consider it 
a cause, which embodies more .ob- 
jects of Christian benevolence, than 
any other charitable institution of the 
age. It embraces all that pertains to 
a missionary society; and all that 
pertains to the formation of an inde- 
pendent and Christian nation. 

When we speak of colonizing the 
people of color on the coast of Africa, 
it is natural to allude to the settle- 
ment of New England. It is inter- 
esting to compare, or rather to con- 
trast, the two cases. The first settlers 
of New England were of the Saxon 
race, which has stood high in society. 
They belonged to a nation highly 
improved in civilization and learning. 
Their minds were cultivated; and 
though they suffered religious op- 
pression, they were far from being 
dispirited. They could look back, 
and trace the generations of their 
ancestors, who helped to compose 
an independent and powerful nation, 
that was full of every enterprise. 
Thus, in addition to their deep Chris- 
tian feeling, the pilgrims were nerved 
for any encounter. With this char- 
acter, they crossed the stormy ocean, 
determined to make a settlement in 
the wilderness of then unknown ex- 
tent. In point of high-mindedness 
and courage, they may be ranked 
with Columbus. They also possess- 
ed property. Some of them were 
men of large estates. Although they 
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mast at times have suffered much, 
they had many powerful friends at 
home to assist and join them from 
time to time. Another thing which 
greatly assisted their rapid growth, 
was the body of excellent ministers 
of the Gospel who accompanied 
them. In point of talents, learning, 
and piety, they never were excelled 
by an exact number of those who 
have labored in word and doctrine 
since the days of the Apostles. Such 
ministers are a powerful aid to any 
good enterprise. 

What a disparity between the ma- 
terials of the New England colony, 
and that which is now planting on 
the shores of Africa ! There we have 
a company from a poor degraded 
race. The African knows, as far as 
he has been made acquainted with 
his ancestors, that they were stolen 
at first from their native land, and 
ever since, most of them have been 
enslaved in this country. He knows 
that he is not viewed on an equality 
with the white people ; even if he is 
not literally a slave. Indeed, the 
people of color in this country per- 
ceive their degraded state. They 
have a deep consciousness of their 
inferiority, inasmuch as even in the 
free States, they do not enjoy, in all 
respects, the privileges of others; 
and in the slaveholding States they 
are, to a great extent, denied the 
privileges of education, as well as of 
personal liberty. It would seem, 
therefore, that some of the most es- 
sential elements for colonizing are 
wanting. How can we expect much 
enterprise from those who have not 
enjoyed their liberty, and who have 
been made to believe from their in- 
fancy, that they are an inferior and 
degraded race ? No wonder, then, 
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that a colony composed of such | 
people must progress very slow. It 
appears that very few of the free 
people of color have thus far liad 
enterprise enough to fall in with the 
plan. Most have been slaves manu- 
mitted for the purpose : and hence 
the Colonization Society have not 
been permitted to select the most 
promising. In a company of manu- 
mitted slaves, some have been willing 
to go to Africa, who have had the 
fewest qualifications for the purpose, 
and such have doubtless given occa- 
sion to the enemies of the cause to 
speak against it, and to hinder the 
work. But the most promising of 
the emigrants have been poor; un- 
used to manage for themselves ; un- 
acquainted with the world ; and almost 
entirely destitute of education. They 
go three or four thousand miles to 
begin a settlement, and are dependent 
upon the Colonization Society at 
home to manage for them, till they 
can take care of themselves. They 
cannot have all the assistance they 
need from their patrons, because it 
is exceedingly dangerous for the 
white man to live in a country which 
is congenial to the people of color. 
Accordingly, the ministers of the 
Gospel must be of their color, or 
they cannot live long. But these 
are of course very far below the 
Hookers, the Nortons, the Shep- 
herds, and the Elliots, iu point of 
learning. Indeed, the emigrants gene- 
rally must acquire an education. 

These are some^of the points of 
difference in the advantages between 
the colonists of New England and 
the colonists on the coast of Africa. 
Without doubt, the New England 
pilgrims committed many mistakes, 
and showed many imperfections, in 
their enterprise, although tliey had 
%o great advantages. It would be a 
miracle, then, if the colonizing of the 
people of color, amidst all the great 
and peculiar disadvantages attending 
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the scheme, could be efTected with- 
out very great imperfections ; with- 
out many things which ought to be 
lamented ; without evils wliich would 
give the enemies of the cause some 
occasion for complaint. Such a work, 
also, under such circumstances, must 
necessarily progress but slowly. Now 
in view of all which I have noticed, 
and of many similar* things, I have 
not time to specify, how wonderful 
it is, that there is on the coast of 
Africa a colony of colored people, 
of several thousands, which began 
some twenty-two or twenty-three 
years ago, where all the elements of 
free, civil, and religious institutions 
exist! A nation commenced, who 
where but lately slaves in this coun- 
try. A legislative body, with a very 
intelligent governor; courts of law 
well organized ; people pursuing the 
various occupations of life ; fifteen 
or twenty churches organized, with 
as many ministers of the Gospel ; tlie 
Sabbath regarded ; Sabbath schools, 
and other schools of learning in full 
operation ; and order, morality, do- 
mestic and social comforts enjoyed t 
and where visitors can see the color- 
ed man more a real man. His con- 
scious inferiority and degradation are 
removed. He feels that he is free, 
and master. He knows that he is 
in all respects the constituent part of 
an independent nation. He stands 
on the coast of Africa, a monument 
of the overruling wisdom and power 
of God; for hisanceslors were cruelly 
torn from their native land, and car- 
ried into hopeless captivity, while 
this has turned to his spiritual good, 
and he has gone back, and carried 
the word of God in his hand, and the 
spirit of God in his heart. He stands 
as the representative of a free, inde- 
pendent, and Christian nation, on a 
portion of the earth which has known 
scarcely any thing better than despot- 
ism and blood. He, and his fellow- 
colonists, stand as the germ of a vast 
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missionary society, which, it is be- 
lieved, will one day be ihe great in- 
strument, in the hand of God, of 
wresting millions of idolatrous Afri- 
cans from the dominion of Satan, and 
of making them kings and priests 
unto God. They stand even now as 
the protectors of the coast from the 
nefarious slave trade ; and they are a 
better sentinel than the fleets of Eng- 
land and the United Slates. Let 
' colonies be extended around Africa, 
and these powerful nations may re- 
call their ships as soon as the}^ please. 
Indeed, I believe that the colored race 
are yet to act a part in the redemption 
of Africa, which will astonish the 
world. Who is not willing and de- 
sirous to give them an opportunity ? 
1 am, respectfully, 

' L. N. 
Rev. W. McLain. 

P. S. — Since writing the foregoing, 
it has occurred to me that the Libe- 
rians are better situated than any 
other people in the world to decide 
the question, whether the distinction 
which is made by the whites about 
color is wholly the effect of prejudice. 
You know many assert that it is. 
You are aware, also, that modern phi- 
losophy teaches that there are five or 
six races of men, which are easily 
distinguished by their features, or by 
their color and features united. If 
this scheme be true, i think the con- 
clusion is plain, that ihe providence 
of God designs to keep portions of 
the human family distinct from each 
other; and consequently there is a 
certain something, which is not to 
be considered as an unreasonable 
prejudice, that prevents a universal 
amalgaiTiation. If the notion of dis- 
tinct races is not true, then I think 
those who advance the theory are 
much to be blamed, and ought to be 
refuted, for they are teaching the 
doctrine to all the rising generation 
in the geographies of the country. 
This subject, as I understand it, does 



not touch the question of superioiity 
or inferiority, hut simply of distinc* 
tion. Now, if this distinction is real, 
it must have been so from the days 
of Babel, if not from tlie days of 
Noah, or even earlier. On this sup- 
position, I know not how to account 
for the continuance of such distinc- 
tion to the pi^esent time, only as an 
arrangement of Providence; for why 
has not this distinction been lost by 
intermarriages during these thousands 
of years? I can but think there is 
something real in this scheme. How 
soon national prejudices are lost in 
relation to what is denominated the 
Georgian race! The nations of Eu- 
rope come into this country with 
considerable difference of complex- 
ion, and with their various languages 
and customs and manners, and how 
soon all prejudices on our part, and 
on their part, are removed; nnd all 
these distinctions are lost and for- 
gotten. But it is not so in relation 
to those who are said to be of other 
races. True there are exceptions, 
and there always have been. But 
these are only exceptions. The races 
are in general as distinct now as they 
ever were. Reasons, which it is not 
necessary to mention, have made 
other races in this country feel their 
inferiority to us ; and they have pio- 
bably considered themselves pro- 
moted by intermarriages. 1 consider 
intermarriages, or as we sometimes 
say, amalgamation, is the true lest 
here. To pretend, as some do, that 
the distinction we make against the 
Africans is wholly owing to a wicked 
prejudice which ought to be entirely 
removed, and at the same time say 
that amalgamation must not be en- 
couraged, is in my opinion absurd 
enough. If the Africans can feel 
themselves to be as independent of 
us, as we feel ourselves to be of them, 
are we to suppose that they would 
feel an aversion to intermarrying with 
the whites, such as the whites feel 
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on the subject of intermarrying with 
them ? We hear that the inhabitants 
of Ifayti are opposed to i^iving the 
whites that live amoncr them the 
riffht of suffrage. 1 have never heard 
the reasons for their so doing. Un- 
doubtedly jealousy is one reason. But 
is it not probable that a strong desire 
to be unmixed with the whites is 
another reason ? The inhabitants of 
Liberia will doubtless be very modest 



on this point, inasmuch as they ac- 
knowledge us to be their benefactors. 
But aside from this consideration, I 
should be glad to know their feel- 
ings. I cannot believe that ihey have 
any desire to intermarry with white 
people, because such are white; and 
will they not have an aversion to such 
intermarriages for this very reason, 
and on account of the other maiks 
of a different race from them ? 



[From the Liberia Herald.} 



The most extraordinary, and we 
way -say extravagant opinions, on 
tlie subject of Liberia sovereignty 
and independence, are entertained, 
not only by the mass of our people, 
but by some also who would be 
thought possessed of somewhat more 
than ordinary sagacity. It is of the 
utmost importance that these be cor- 
irecled, and that just and enlightened 
views be taken of the subject. 

We have viewed the subject in 
every light in which we are capable 
of viewing it — we have given it pro- 
longed and anxious attention — we 
have endeavored to weigh it in all its 
immediate and remote consequences, 
and examine it in its present and dis- 
tant bearings; and, while we have 
not found it free from difficulties, 
we have not by any means found in 
those difficulties that formidable and 
alarming character in which they 
present themselves to the view of 
others. We have found in the sub- 
ject nothing to alarm, nothing to 
paralize energy or beget desponden- 
cy ; but, on the contrary, much to 
animate, to inspire hope, and awaken 
zeal. 'J'hese frowning difficulties 
and alarming dangers, the phantoms 
of a diseased brain, or the distorted 
images of objects viewed through the 
misty medium of a more than childish 
ignorance, dwindle into perfect harm- •■ 



lessness when beheld in the strong 
and steady ligh) of common sense. 
The error arises from confounding 
the subject with its accidents ; from 
rpgaiding as inseparable from it what 
is by no means necessary to its com- 
pleteness, or, if we may so say, from 
taking the concrete for the ab- 
stract. 

The people of these colonies, in 
common with mankind, are endowed 
by their creator with the ''right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness." A right to these possessions 
implies a right to all the means neces- 
sary to obtain and enjoy them which 
do not conflict with the perfect rights 
of othei-s. Flying from oppression 
with the full consent of their op- 
pressors, and desiring to build up for 
themselves a name, and for their 
children a home, on the coast of Af- 
rica, on a trait of country which 
they obtained by fair purchase from 
its owners ; but, unable to accomplish 
these great purposes without assist- 
ance, they obtained the aid of an as- 
sociation of private individuals in 
America. To enable this associa- 
tion to adt with regularity and vigor, 
the people invested it with a tempo- 
rary authority over them, and con- 
stituted it a board of trustees. That 
this is a just definition of the cha^ 
racter of the American Colonizatioii 
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Society ; that its authority is merely 
paternal, or, more correctly, adviso- 
ry, however it may appear otherwise 
to a superficial thinker, is clear from 
the fact tiiat, had the people been 
disposed to yield political authority 
in the ordinary acceptation of the 
phrase, the Society had no power to 
accept it. It is freely admitted that, 
in the constitution which the Society 
formed, and which we received, and 
in the laws which it enacted and 
which we obey, there are the form 
and features of a grant and decrees 
from sovereign authority ; but they 
derive their force solely from pre- 
viously delegated power to enact 
them, in the same way in which an 
award of a third monarch becomes 
binding, to whom a dispute between 
two others has been referred. Had 
the people been disposed to reject 
the constitution, and resist the laws 
on their first presentment, where was 
the Society's right to enforce them ? 
In what country would it have set 
up its tribunal ? What arguments, 
but of persuasion and of appeals to 
their interest, could it have used ? 
For the fundamental article of their 
union includes an acknowledgment 
of their people's sovereignty, and a 
promise on the part of the Society 
to withdraw peaceably the moment 
they should wish to resume the pow- 
er they delegated to it. It is, and 
has ever been, an understanding that 
Uie Society will yield jup its trust 
whenever the people »hall think they 
no longer require its supervision. 

It seems essential to the complete- 
ness of a ruler^s character that, either 
by birth, or solemn act of naturaliza- 
tion, he be a son of the soil over 
vhich he rules ; that he be one with 
the people he governs; especially 
does it seem requisite that he bear 
no such allegiance to another state 
4hat could, by any conjuncture of 
circumstances, array his duty to one 
•gainst his fidelity to the other. How 
far these requisites are to be found 



in the character of the Society we 
leave those interested in the question 
to judge. It would be a source of 
no ordinary anxiety to us if any 
should infer from these remarks that 
we think lightly of the Colon izattoa 
Society, or regard the people of these 
colonies at liberty to sever, without 
sufficient reason, the ties which bind 
them to that noblest of institutions. 
While we regard the people as hav- 
ing a constitutional right to resume^ 
whenever they think proper, the pow- 
er delegated to the Society, we hold 
as a truth, equally clear, that they 
are bound to the Society by a tie 
stronger than any of paper or parch- 
ment. All the dictates of grati- 
tude forbid discourtesy. Past fa- 
vors, present enjoyments, and future 
brightening prospects, all the result 
of the Society's disinterested and 
unrequited labor, beget esteem, and 
inspire veneration. It is confidence 
in the rectitude of the Society's pur- 
pose ; in its singleness of aim to do 
good to us and to x^frica ; confidence 
in its willingness to hear all that can 
be said for or against any measure, 
and in its readiness to follow any 
course that may promise to lead more 
directly and speedily to the object in 
view, that inspires our heart to indite 
and emboldens our pen to record our 
sincere and deliberate convictions. 
Our only object in the above remarks 
is to make it manifest that of all the 
elements of sovereignly, the right 
*•* to life, liberty, and pursuit of hap- 
piness,*' and to all the means ne- 
cessary to possess and enjoy them, 
we are in very deed as fully pos- 
sessed now as we should be if the 
whole world were to pronounce us 
so. Indeed, so clear is this fact from 
the above, as well as from other 
equally obvious considerations, that 
it seems something worse than infat* 
nation for any to dispute it. 

It will, perhaps, be asked why, if 
the people be already sovereign, is 
the subject agitated ; why propose 
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to disturb the relations that now 
unite them to the Society ? We re- 
ply, that order, regularity, responsi- 
bility ; the safety and convenience 
of others, require that the people as- 
sume some regular and defined form. 
jDfations of the earth will demand it, 
and they have a right to demand it 
of them. They will hold the people 
of these colonies responsible for their 
acts ; nor can the acts of the people 
here be made, by any known process 
of moral or political alchymy, the 
acts of the Colonization Society, in 
any degree in which these acts effect 
other nations. The Society is ame- 
nable for its acts to the laws of its 
country. Does it throw a broad 
cloak of amenability over our acts 
also? would the United States hold 
the Society responsible for our acts, 
or demand of us satisfaction for the 
acts of the Colonization Society ? 
Will England or France treat with 
the Society on subjects relating to 
the commonwealth of Liberia ? So- 
vereigns can only treat with sove- 
reigns. The United States would 
hardly treat with the Hudson Bay 
Company. Imperial Russia will treat 
with a tribe of Indians. 

In the early settlement of this 
colony, when it had no commerce, 
no foreign relations, no intercourse 
with foreigners, when its existence 
was not known, or, if known, re- 
garded as a dependency of the United 
States ; the circumstances which now 
render it expedient that sovereign 
power be lodged in the colony had 
no existence. As it then had no 
commerce, no revenue regulations 
were required ; and as its territorial 
extent was a mere tract, its laws 
could not effect the interest of others. 
Intent at that time on planting their 
foothold without much regard to po- 
litical character, the people left all 
who came amongst them to free and 
unrestrained operations, so long as 
ihey did not interfere with the per* 



sons and private rights of others. 
Public rights there were none ; and 
as there was no cause for complaint, 
so there was none to demand whether 
sovereign power was lodged in the 
colony or elsewhere. The colonists 
were the only persons concerned, 
and thoy weie contented that the 
ruling power be in the hands to 
which they had confided it. Since 
that time the colony has become 
greatly changed in its condition, and 
a correspondent change has been ef- 
fected in its character. The natural 
working of its institutions has de- 
manded the exercise of powers in all 
respects sovereign ; and in more than 
one instance sovereign power has 
been exercised. Its territory has 
been greatly enlarged ; revenue laws 
have been made ; courts have been 
organized ; one for the trial of cases 
between citizens of Liberia and fo- 
reigners, and another for the adjudi- 
cation of prizes made on the high 
seas. If a foreign vessel should be 
seized on the high seas and condemn- 
ed in our admiralty court, and an ex- 
planation of the case should be made 
by her government, are we allowed to 
believe the Society would avow the 
act ? We think not. Whatever the con- 
sequences might be, on the heads of 
the people of this colony they would 
fall, and all the Society would dare 
extend to them would be sympathy 
and friendly mediation. The seizure 
of property on the high seas, and its 
confiscation in regularly constituted 
courts, are the highest exercise of 
sovereign power ; power which the 
Society can never exercise, and which 
the people of this colony can exer- 
cise only as a sovereignty ; and that 
the people have contemplated this 
highest act of sovereignty is evident 
from their having organized courts 
for the purpose. 

We say the safety and conveniencs 
of others require the proposed move- 
ment ; that is, the resumption of ths 
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powers delegated to the Society. We 
are anxious for the intercourse of fo- 
reigners, and desirous to increase 
and extend our foreign commercial 
relations to enable us to develop the 
resources of the country. While we 
invite others to repose confidence in 
us, is it more than even justice that 
we should present them with at least 
the sembla^nce of responsibility ? can 
we hope to be successful in our ap- 
peals and invitations while we cau- 
tiously and systematically withhold 
every consideration which can make 
us responsible ? Should unfortunate* 
ly circumstances connected with an 
act of this colony make It desirable 
on the part of a foreign government 
to have an explanation, would not a 
regular organ, through which that 
government would feel itself at liber- 
ty to communicate, be a matter of 
convenience to both parties, as well 
as of safety to us ? ]f we desire the 
respect and courtesy of nations we 
inust assume the character, and be- 
take ourselves to the position, to 
which nations are accustomed to ac- 
cord them. National comities flow 
in a regular and defined channel ; it 
were idle to expect they will leave 
their ordinary course on our accodnt. 
In this respect strength is nothing, 
character every thing. 

The beneficent author of our na- 
ture has implanted in the human 
breast an inextinguishable respect 
for certain principles. These prin- 
ciples are to nations what laws are 
to individaals — a defence of the weak 
against the strong. So deep, how- 
ever, is the depravity of human na- 
iQf'e that we have frequently seen all 
the barriers of law, order, and justice. 



swept away by the powerful in their 
lawless attacks upon the rights of the 
weak ; and this humiliating spectacle 
has been often exhibited on the broad 
scale of national ambition, as well as 
on the humbler grade of individual 
rapacity. But so strong and general 
is the sense of injustice, and so uni- 
versal the agreement to execrate it, 
that every act to commit it is sure to 
be veiled by a pretext. Policy and 
expediency cover a multitude of sins. 
If, then, with all the force of these 
principles in their favor, the weak are 
not always secure, what have they 
to hope whose position will not al- 
low them to wield it? Upon these 
principles alone the weak find safe- 
ty, and to this munition of rocks we 
must retire. 

From the above remarks the follow- 
ing inferences are deduced: First, 
the Society, by a devolution of pow- 
ers by the people of Liberia, for a 
certain purpose, exercises sovereign 
authority over Liberia, and can exer- 
cise this authority over those only 
who delegated this power. Second- 
ly, that no new powers are necessary 
to the sovereignty of the people of 
Liberia, and none are to be songht. 
Thirdly, that it is only required that 
they resume the powers they dele- 
gated to the Society, and hereafter 
exercise over themselves, and over 
all within their territory, in their own 
name, and b)^ their own hands, the 
powers which they have hitherto 
exercised by the hands of the So- 
ciety. But against this, great dan- 
gers and difficulties are supposed to 
array themselves. These idle phan- 
toms we may make the subject ef 
some future remark. 



€0ntemptate2f Ctpthiticn fr^m t^t Xlott^ttn ^ta%t5. 
The Executive Committee of the 



New York State Colonization Socie- 
ty are very desirous that the annexed 



circular should be extensively pub- 
lished and read. Editors in the coun- 
try, and others who nsay be willing 
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to insert it, will favor an excellent 
object by so doing. 

To THE PEOPLE OF COLOR IN NeW 

York and other free States. — 
The Executive Committee of the 
New York State Colonization So- 
ciety, having been instructed by the 
Board of Managers to make prepara-^ 
tions for sending an expedition to 
Liberia, on or before the ist day of 
July next, respectfully announce to 
the free people of color in our own 
and adjacent States, that they hereby 
offer a free passage to Monrovia, in 
Africa, to such emigrants of suitable 
character, as may wish to embark 
at the time specified, together with 
provisions for 6 months, and a gua- 
rantee of land upon which to settle 
in the colony of Liberia. 

This expedition has been pro- 
jected for the benefit of several indi- 
viduals and families, by whom ap- 
plication has been made, they having 
resolved to emigrate, after fully ac- 
quainting themselves with the ad- 
vantages held out in tlie colony, for 
permanently improving their civil 
and social condition in that free land, 
beyond the reach of the prejudice 
and disabilities which obstruct them 
here, and against which many of 
them have been struggling in vain. 

In the hope and belief that there 
are many more, among our free peo- 
ple of color, who are desirous of re- 
moving to a country where their in- 
dustry will be rewarded, and their 
elevation to equal iight8 be secured 
beyond contingency, for themselves 
and their posterity ; the undersigned 
hereby invite applications, in person 
or by letter, from all such, at their 
office, accompanied by testimonials 
and references as to their character 
and capabilities for usefulness in the 
colony, with a view that adequate 
provision may be made for the voy- 
age, and preparations for their com- 
fort and accommodation on their ar- 
rival nt their new home. 



It is desirable that the emigrants 
should be familiar with some depart- 
ment of useful labor, either in agri- 
culture or the mechanic arts, either 
of which will secure them immediate 
and profitable employment in the co- 
lony. Those who iiave been quali- 
fied as teachers by suitable education 
will find their services in great de- 
mand, and such are especially want- 
ed for this expedition. 

The committee are not disposed 
to persuade any of our free people of 
color to leave the country, or to re- 
move to the colony, who are not 
prompted by an enlightened and in- 
telligent conviction that they will 
thus advance their own happiness 
and interests ; or who may not de- 
sire to emigrate thither for purposes 
of usefulness to the bodies and souls 
of their fellow menj to which they 
may be impelled by a sense of duty. 
But we cannot forbear to say, that 
there are in the present and prospec- 
tive aspects of Liberia^ very many 
considerations which might be urged 
as motives to emigration, which com- 
mend themselves to the understand- 
ing and to the hearts of thinking 
men, and especially to such of our 
colored population as are members 
of any Christian church, or feel the 
force of religious obligation. 

By the late noble proposition of 
Anson G. Phelps, Esq., the presi- 
dent of our Slate Society, the requi- 
site sum of $20,000 has been realized, 
and will forthwith be expended in the 
purchase of all the territory, not al- 
ready under the jurisdiction of the 
colonial government, between. Cape 
Mount and Cape Palmas ; which will 
give the absolute control of more 
than 300 miles of coast, and extend 
the Liberian possessions into the in- 
terior nearly 100 miles. The total 
suppression of the slave trade from 
all that region, heretofore so often 
polluted by that bloody traffic* will 
thus be rendered certain, and will be 
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immediately effected by the energetic 
action of Governor Roberts and his 
legislative council. 

Their success in this work, so 
greatly desired by all Christendom, 
will be facilitated by the wise and 
liberal policy of the American Colo- 
nizatiott Society, at their late meeting 
in January, by which the preliminary 
measures have been taken for the Li- 
berian government to take their po- 
sition as a sovereign and independent 
State, now that the experiment at 
self government has been successful, 
in accordance with the hopes, the 
prayers, and the predictions of the 
living and the dead who have found- 
ed and sustained this infant republic. 
Nor can her recognition by our own 
government, and by that of the other 
great Christian nations, be doubted, 
in view of the philanthropic objects 
to which our colonies on the west- 
ern coast of Africa are consecrated ; 
and to secure which, negotiations 
"with the great maritime nations of 
the earth will be forthwith opened 
by Liberian representatives. What 
a field for enterprise will here be 
opened for the ardent and intelligent 
lovers of freedom among our colored 
youth in this land, who are ready to 
embark at this crisis in the history 
of Liberia^ and share in the toils and 
in the honors of this noble work, 
which in its progress and consum- 
mation will challenge the admiration 
of the world ! And how laudable the 
Christian zeal and devotion to hu- 
man liberty, which, in the spirit of 
self-sacrifice, shall prompt young 
men of color to place themselves 
upon the altar of Africa's redemption, 
and hasten thither to aid in kindling 
the fires of civilization, and the lights 
of our holy religion, upon the hilltops 
of their father-land, and instrument- 
ally rescue a continent of heathenism 
from the incubus of physical and mo- 
ral death, which now sits enthroned 
upon her destiny, and threatens to 
inscribe her epitaph in blood. 



But we hope better things in th« 
brighter day now dawning upon that 
dark abode of millions of our race ; 
and we trust and believe that ** the 
time of her redemption draweth 
nigh." Already the census of oar 
colonial settlements, which has been 
recently published by order of the 
Congress of the United States, de- 
monstrates, in the sight of heaven 
and earth, that all the elements of a 
great and mighty people are vigor* 
ously at work in the infant Liberia; 
and, with the continued blessing of the 
God of our Fathers, those elements 
will regenerate Africa civilly and mo- 
rally, as they have already wrought 
out our own American emancipation 
from colonial dependence, and givefi 
us a name and place among the most 
favored nations of the earth. 

That our free people of color may 
wisely improve the opportunities 
now providentially open for their 
own happiness, and prospective use-^ 
fulness to their fellow men, is our 
only concern ; for we disclaim any 
other motive in this circular than an 
ardent desire for their best interests, 
and those of the African race, wheth* 
er free or enslaved. And it is be- 
cause of our deliberate and prayerful 
conviction that colonization in Africa 
is destined to prove the source of 
unnumbered blessings to those who 
emigrate and work out, under the 
Divine guidance, the salvation of the 
African race, that we still labor in 
this fieUl of benevolent effort. 

Information needed, by persons 
or families disposed to emigrate, 
may be obtained of our agent, Capt. 
Geo. Barker, at his office, in the 
Brick Church Chapel, New Yoik, to 
whom all communications should be 
addressed. 

ANSON G. PHELPS, 1 
THOMAS DEWITT, 
JAMES STOKES, 
MOSES ALLEN, 
D. M. REESE. 
G. P. DISOSWAY, 
W. R. ALLEN, 
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GoTXRirxsirT House, 
Monrovia, Dec, 29, 1845. 

8ir: — ^I am happy to be able to inform 
you of the safe arrival of the ship ^* Roanoke" 
at this port on die 8th instant, thirty -three 
days from Norfolk, with one hundred and 
ninety emigrants, all in good health and 
high spirits. Anticipating their arrival, I 
had succeeded in having erected, on the 
north bank of the St Paul's river, eighteen 
comfortable country houses, twelve by four- 
teen feet, for their reception, and have lo- 
cated most of them at once on their farms, 
where they are doing well. • • • • 
Mr. Drayton proposes to open a school in 
the new settlement, for the benefit of the 
children of the new immigrants and the na- 
tive children in that vicinity, under the pat- 
ronage, I believe, of the Synod of Maryland, 
and I have agreed to assign him a piece of 
land for that purpose. •♦•••• 

That no time might be lost iu carrying 
out your views in regard to the purchase of 
territory, I have chartered a small vessel, at 
the rate of one hundred and eighty dollars 
« month, and rations for the crew, to pro- 
ceed forthwith, with commissioners and a 
auitable cargo, to perfect our arrangements 
for certain tracts already negotiated for, and 
to obtain deeds for such others as may be 
found practicable. ••••••• 

The commissioners will be instructed to ob- 
tain, if possible, titles to all the territory 
lying between the extreme points of colo- 
nial jurisdiction, and to draw on me, at six 
or dght months' sight, for the balance of 
the purchase money, which may be remain- 
ing, after disbursing what funds we have on 
hand. And, as I have no doubt they will 
succeed to some considerable extent, I hope 
yoa will not fail to put us in possession of 
funds to meet those engagements. Strict 
accoantalMlity for the disbursement of the 
goods, by the Roanoke for the purchase of 
territory, ahall be maintained, and aocoants 



forwarded to you by the earliest opportunity 
after the return of the commissioners. * * 
My engagements for the last few months 
have been of such a pressing character that 
really I have not had time to make out for 
you a statement of the several purchases^ 
fixing the lines and boundaries of the seve» 
ral tracts of country owned by the Society 
along the coast I hope, however, in a few 
weeks to be able to furnish it 

In a day or two I shall proceed to eelect 
a suitable site for the Kentucky emigrants^ 
according to the wish of the Kentucky Co- 
Ionization Society, and commence prepars^ 
tions for their reception. It is my wish, if 
possible to have houses erected for them oil 
the spot, where they may be placed immedi- 
ately on their arrival; how far I shall be 
able to succeed, is at present doubtful. * ^ 

I will attend to the procuring of another 
power of attorney from the Rex family. I 
will endeavor to have it executed in the 
presence of some of the officers of the U. S. 
ship Yorktown, on her return from the lee* 
ward coast, and forward it by her, as in all 
probability she will leave for the United 
States in a few weeks after her return to 
this place. I will also send you a copy by 
the Maryland vessel ; in both instances I 
will use the precautions you suggest 

I thank you for the copy of Dr. Hodgkin's 
letter which you were good enough to send 
me. I have read it carefully, but at preseni 
have not time to give any opinions in regard 
to its contents. His strictures, however, in 
regard to the citizens of Liberia, not having 
more sought to make known their true 
character, and to obtain th? acknowledg- 
ment of their national existence, are rather 
premature, according to our agreement with 
the Society. It is my impression that no 
such steps could have been taken here with- 
out the concurrence and co-operatio& of tho 
Society. More anon. 

No further intelligenoe haa been receivisd 
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in regard to the John Seys. Captain New- 
ton visited us a few days ago, and express- 
ed many regrets for having interfered with 
her. I have communicated the circum- 
stances of her seizure and detention to Her 
Majesty's Government — copies of which I 
herewith enclose to you, and hope that Mr. 
Benson will there obtain full satisfaction 
and indemnification for the heavy losses be 
has sustained. 

This goes by the American bark " Pons," 
captured on the 30th November last, three 
days out from Cabinda, with nine hundred 
and thirteen slaves on board, by the U. S. 
•hip Yoiktown, Captain C. H. Bell. 

Dr. Lugenbeel has written to you fully 
lespecting their condition, the number re- 



ceived here, and how they have been dis- 
posed of. ••••••••• 

I am now in the midst of making prepa- 
rations for the meeting of the Legislature 
on Monday next, and as you may suppose 
am exceedingly engaged in receiving and ar- 
ranging accounts of officers, &c., dec, there- 
fore have not time to say much to you on 
other subjects of importance, as I should like. 

I think nothing will be done in regard to 
independence, until we hear again from 
you after the annual meeting of the Society. 

All is quiet in the colony, and the general 
health good. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

J. J. ROBERT& 
Rev. W. McLaiv. 
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Is the preceding columns we have given 
all the particulars of the capture of the bark 
Pons, and of the landing at Monrovia of 
756 slaves. Comment by us is unnecessary. 
There will be found in the letters of Gov. 
Roberts and Dr. Lugenbeel some facts which 
have not appeared in any of the public pa- 
pers. 

We cannot make room in our present 
number for the interesting circulars of the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission, appealing to 
their friends in this country for the means 
to support the 100 of these people, which 
they have taken to educate. \ye doubt 
not the friends of that mission will heartily 
respond to the call. 

The New York and Pennsylvania Socie- 
ties have made special appeals to their 
friends for means to aid the colony in the 
support of the unfortunate beings who have 
thus been cast upon its mercy. It is earnest- 
ly to be hoped that they will both be suc- 
cesaful* 

We have spread the facts before our 



friends in various forms, and urged them to 
send in their contributions. 

The only provision made by the United 
States Government for these people, and all 
others who may be landed there in like cir- 
cumstances, consists in $3,000, of which 
$2,000 has been appropriated to the erection 
of a large house for their temporary resi- 
dence, and $1,000 is in the hands of Dr. 
Lugenbeel, the U. S. Agent for recaptured 
Africans. This amount will give $1 32 to 
each one of these naked, starving, emaciated 
and almost dying victims of the cruel slave 
trade ! How far it will go towards supplying 
their wants, let any of our readers judge? 

In view of this fact it will at once appear 
that the expenses of our operations in Libe- 
ria must be greatly increased. Those peo- 
ple must be taken care of: they must be fed 
and clothed, and educated. How is this to 
be done ? It is not reasonable to suppose that 
the colony will or can do it, unaided ! We 
therefore call upon all our friends to open 
their hearts liberally in behalf of these young 
recaptivee. 



^■^^*^^*^ 
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Thk Maryland Colonization Journal holds 
the following language on this subject. It 
is in a review of the last Annual Report of 
the American Colonization Society, and is 
from the pen of James Hall, M. D., who was 
himself one of the creditore of the Society : — 

" This old debt has been a serious draw- 
back upon the operations of the old Society, 
cripling its energies at every step, and sub- 
jecting it to much unmerited obliquy. The 
accumulation of the debt in the first place 
v/Bs rather a matter of circumstances almost 
beyond human control, and for which blame 
can justly be attached to no one ; an affair 
^hich is likely to occur in all associations 
and with individuals, and lucky are those 
with whom it occurs but once, and lucky 
are the creditors who always receive fifty per 
cent, as have tbose of the American Coloni- 
zation Society, when its assets at the time 
i^ould not have paid the customary commis- 
aions for settling the business. 

<« We lake this occasion to assert, that the 



Society deserves the utmost credit for the 
manner in which the claims against it hava 
been liquidated, and it is a matter of aston- 
ishment to us, that there are mercantile men 
in the community who still hold out and re*> 
fuse to accept the compromise offered by it. 
If the contributing public were asked to de- 
cide in the case, they would say at once, 
take that noWj or nothing. All that is re- 
quired ofa merchant is to surrender up and 
divide all his assets, but the Society has not 
only done this, hut guaranteed fifty per cent, 
of what may justly be considered the future 
profits of the business. Nothing can be 
more honorable than its coarse in this 
matter," 

In addition to what is here said it will be 
remembered tliat in the compromise the So- 
ciety never asked the creditors to relinquish 
entirely fifty per cent, of their claims, but 
simply to take one-half noWf and for the 
other half wait until the Society should 
be in circumstances to pay it. 



Jl^ecattir Cduntp € o ic nx ^ ait on Socttti^, 



Editor of the Repository : 

Rev. B. T. Kavenaugh, agent of 
the American Colonization Society, 
visited our town a hw days since; 
and, on Monday evening of last 
vreek, a meeting of the citizens of 
the (own and vicinity was held, in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, for 
the purpose of organizing a County 
Society, auxiliary to the ** Indiana 
State Colonization Society." 

The meeting was addressed by the 
agent in a very able, argumentative 
appeal in behalf of the Society, and 
of the poor, degraded African, in the 
United States, and elsewhere,, for 
near two hours. The origin, ob* 
jects, and results of the African Colo- 
nisation Society -were dwelt upon at 
length. Twenty-five years expe- 
rience has proved, coftclusively, three 
important facts. 

Fhrst : That the African b capable^ 



if his mind be properly cultivated, 
of self-government. Seven thousand 
free people of color, liberated slaves, 
and re-captured Africans, have been 
collected in Liberia. That colony 
has become an independent repub- 
lic, ruled by a colored governor ; its 
legislative and judiciary departments 
entirely colored persons — colored 
teachers, physicians, and ministers: 
its commerce surpassing that of any 
other government, in proportion to 
numbers, and in point of religious, 
literary, and civil privileges, would 
compare with others. 

The second contemplated result, 
i. e. the extension of the blessings of 
civilization and Christianity to dark, 
bewildered, Pagan Africa, has suc- 
ceeded far beyond the expectations 
of its most devoted advocates. More, 
infinitely more, has been efifected by 
this Toiuntary association, and its 
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small colony, to effect those great 
objects, in the twenty-five years of 
its existence, than has been done by 
all of Christendom besides, in four 
hundred years. 

Twenty thousand natives have vo- 
luntarily attached themselves to, and 
become a part of, the colony; and one 
hundred thousand more have sought 
and obtained alliance with the infant 
republic. Thus, more than one 
hundred thousand of pagan natives 
have throwj^ themselves within the 
direct influence of the moral, scien- 
tific, and political and religious ope- 
rations of the colonists. 

And last, though not least : This 
Society, through its colony, has 
done more towards the suppression 
of the slave trade, on the coast of 
Africa, than a^ of the world besides. 
Arrangements are now making by 
the Society, and the funds are raised, 
(^20,000,) to purchase an extent of 
coast, connecting Liberia and the 
^Maryland Colony, which will effec- 
tually stop the trade in several of 
the most prominent points where it 
is now carried on. 

Objections that have been urged 
by anti-slavery men, and others, 
were then met, and triumphantly de- 
molished, by the speaker. 

The meeting was organized by 
the pro tem appointment of Israel 
T. Gibson as chairman, and John, 



Thomson, secretary, k. committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Scobey, New, 
and Havens, was appointed to draft 
and report a constitution for the 
government of the Society, which 
was accordingly done. The consti- 
tution was unanimously adopted, and 
signed by some fifty persons, who 
bec.ime annual contributors unto the 
funds of the Society. 

The organization of the Society 
was then completed by the election 
of the following officers, to serve 
until the Fourth of July next — the 
time fixed by the constitution for the 
annual meeting of the Society : — 

President — Rev. Joseph G. Mon* 
FORT. Vice Presidents — Rev. Joshua 
Currier, Rev. James Blair, Rev. John 
B. New. Secretary — John Thom- 
son. Treasurer — Antrim R. For- 
syth. Managers-^J iixnes Saunders, 
David Paramore, William Meredith, 
David Gageby, John Hopkins, John 
Bryson, sr. 

After some remarks from Rev. 
Mr. Miller, Rev. James Blair, and I. 
T. Gibson, connected with the sub- 
ject, the Society adjourned. 

JOHN THOMSON, 

Secretary, 

Mr. Editor : — Please insert the 
above in your paper, and thereby 
subserve the cause of philan- 
thropy. 

Feb. 24, 1846. 
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Colonial intercommunication. 
—The subject of a ready and cheap 
communication, between the colonies 
or settlements on the windward 
coast of Africa, is an important one, 
and deserves the attention of all who 
ar^ interested in the civilization of 
Africa. It will hardly be credited 
abroad that a communication be- 
tween the settlements planted along 



the line of coast from Goree on the 
northwest, to Gape Palmas on the 
southeast, are more infrequent thaa 
between the same places and Europe^ 
or America. Once, perhaps, in a 
year, an opportunity may occur to 
send a letter to Gambia, but no one 
expects, when he has written to a 
friend at Gape Goast, to have hie 
answer by a shorter route than Eng- 
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land. As near as Sierra Leone is to ' 
us, opportunities to communicate 
there have been far from frequent 
and very uncertain. Kecently, a 
German house there has established 
business here, and letters now find 
their way with a little more fre- 
quency. Even among our own set> 
tlements communication is quite un- 
certain, and a trip to Sinou or Cape 
Palmas is rather a hazardous enter- 
prise for those who have any thing 
to do at home. 

That this non-intercourse found a 
place during the early settlements of 
the colonies is not to be wondered 
at. The country being then new, 
and its resources untouched, every 
thing necessary for the subsistence 
of the colonies, and for their infant 
commerce, was found in great abun- 
dance in or immediately around each 
settlement. Each had all it needed 
for its consumption, and for its limit- 
ed trade; and intent on planting 
firmly their foothold, the settlers of 
one place had no time to give to cor- 
respondence with those of another. 
Being now firmly fixed, more ex- 
tensively known abroad, and more 
frequently visited by conimercial 
epeculators, the growing interest of 
all demands a closer relation, and 
more frequent intercourse. Nothing 
tends more powerfully to narrow pre- 
judice, abate jealousy, and engender 
friendship, than frequent intercourse. 

If the people of these colonies are 
wise, whether French, English, or 
American, they will not be long in 
seeing that their interests are in a 
great measure identified, and that the 
high road to permanent prosperity is 
the same for all. That mean spirit 
of jealousy and of hostility of one 
colony against another, engendered 
and nursed by unpiincipled and mo- 
ney^hunting white men, should be 
frowned down by every colored man 
as a deadly foe to his highest and 
moit cherished faopea In tfieir place 



sentiments of friendship should be 
cherished, frequent intercourse en- 
couraged, and closer relations formed. 

Palm oil and camwood are collect- 
ed in larger quantities in this region 
than about Sierra Leone, while in 
Sierra Leone there is always a larger 
supply of suitable merchandise than 
in this colony. We want their goods, 
and they want our produce ; an ex- 
change is mutually desired, and would 
be mutually profitable. Nothing ia 
wanted to an exchange but a regular 
means of communication or convey* 
ance, and if the trade were once fairly 
opened it would speedily increase to 
an extent that few will now believe, aa 
nothing is required to increase our 
trade but a regular supply of mer- 
chandise. 

A regular conveyance between the 
colonies would be 9 great conve- 
nience even to those not engaged in 
commercial pursuits. Frequently 
officers, in the European colonies, 
whose health has become impaired 
by long residence in this countryi 
are ordered by their physicians to 
try the efiect of an excursion at sea. 
In the present state of communica- 
tion between the colonies, a visit to 
them is never thought of; Europe 
or America is the only resort, and 
when the patient arrives home he 
can tell no more about the country^ 
excepting perhaps the little settle- 
ment where he resided, than when 
he first landed in Africa. A regular 
communication would attract intelli- 
gent visitors to thedifierentcoloniesy 
by whom their condition, resources, 
and prospects, would be circulated 
abroad. Not unfrequently the gov- 
ernments of European colonies ex- 
perience no little inconvenience in 
this respect. We have been told 
that the different garrisons are, by a 
British army order, to be relieved 
once in every two years ; and thati 
for want of conveyance, the men 
have been on some Dccasiona detain*- 
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ed at a garrison a year over the 
time. 

We think a regular line of packets 
might be established to ply between 
Cape i'Oast and Siena Leone, touch- 
ing at the intermediate ports. The 
trade which would at once start up 
between the places would pay the 
outlay and leave a profit; to say 
nothing of passage money, and the 
convenience it would adbrd for the 
transportation of troops and convey- 
ance of intelligence. — Lib, Herald. 

Office of the New York 

State Colon izatton Soctett, 
No. 2, Brick Church Chapel. 

The Executive Comtoittee respectlnHy 
acquaint the (riends of African coloniza- 
tion, that by reason of the illness of the 
Rev. Dr. Carroll, their Corresponding Sec- 
retary, the duty devolves on them to appeal 
to public liberality in behalf of tills cause. 

The recent intellisjence from Liberia is 
of the most encourao;in^ character, and 
such are now the facilities for correspon- 
dence between the colonists and their friends 
in the United Slates, that private advices 
from the colony have become freauent, and 
the result has been most happy. Unfoun-led 
prejudices have been removed from the 
minds of many of the free colored people 
of the nortti, so that a disposition is mani- 
fested by such to emigrate with their fami- 
lies, now that they have evidence on the 
subject which is direct and satisfactory. 
A family of seven persons from Medina, 
Orleans county. New York, went out in the 
last expedition, the expenses of their pas- 
sage from their late homes to Liberia, hav- 
ing been paid by our Society. Three of 
these persons were well qualified as school 
teachers, and will be most valuable laborers 
in this field. And but for the kind extent of 
assistance thus afforded, these persons could 
not have removed to the colony; and if we 
only had the means to fit out an expedition 
from New York, it is believed that a large 
band of emi^^rants of the right sort, from our 
own and adjacent States would be ready to 
sail in the spring, whose character and hab- 
its would render them a blessing to the colo- 
nies, and would secure to themselves suc- 
cess and prosperity in their new home 
where they might enjoy a freedom and inde- 
pendence which, with God's blessing, 
would be worthy of the name. 

In the hope that there are many of the 
true friends of the good cause» who will 
promptly respond to our call, and be ready 
Id eoatnbnte to oftr funds for thif special 



object, we hereby ^ve notice that Capt. 
Barker, our agent, is now distributing tne 
Al'iican Repository, .and other documents 
abounding with authentic information and 
recent intelligence in relation to the cause. 
and that he is commissioned to make a 
systenjatic effort to obtain life subscribers 
and to solicit contributions in aid of our 
funds. We atiectionutely commend him 
to all who concur with us in this mo<le of 
evangelizing Africa, by means of the de- 
scendants of her exiled children returning 
to her laden with the blessings of education 
and the Gospel, and enkindling upon her 
shores the fires of civilization and the Di- 
vine light of Christianity. By thus multi- 
plying colonial settlements along the coast, 
so long ravaged by the cruel conspiracies 
of slave traders, we may do more to annihi- 
late that piratical traffic, than has been found 
practicable by the fleets and navies of Eu- 
rope and America. 

Donations or remittances will be grate- 
fully received by our treasurer Moses Al- 
len, Esq., No. 2 Hanover street ; by Cap- 
tain Barker, the agent at the Colonization 
Room, No. 2 Brick Church Chapei; or by 
either of the undersigned: all of which, 
whether in money, merchandise, agricul- 
tural implements, books, clothing, or other 
useful articles, will be gratefully received 
and regularly acknowledged through the 
public press. Individuals or families pro- 
posing to emigrate may obtain every need- 
ed inTbrmation of our agent at the office, 
and such are requested to report themselves 
forthwith. Educated persons of color of 
either sex, who maybe able and willing to 
devote themselves to the business of teach- 
ing in the colony, vvill have every facility 
afforded them, and to such, with their fami- 
lies, the preference will be ^iven as emi- 
grants by the earliest expedition. 

On behalf of the Board of Managers. 

ANSON G. PHELPS, f § 
THOS. DEWITT, 1-5 2-?* 

MOSES ALLEN, 
D. MEREDITH REESE, 
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Ltbehia. — The Rev. Mr. Pinney, aformer 
governor of Libeiia, delivered a lecture of 
rich interest in the House of Representatives 
on Sunday last, to a large and intelligent 
assemblage, on the subject of colonization 
in Liberia. As he aUuded to the *' incidental 
influence*' of the colony upon civilization 
and Christianity, we were led to inquire, 
what is "incidental influence T' He said 
the native chiefs, for the mere purpose of 
trafficking successfully with the English and 
Americans, send their sons into the families 
of the colonists to learn the language. Thai 
they fnoold romaia in Ihoso famUlBs inm 
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two to five years, and thus they acquired a 
knowledge of and attachment for the man- 
ners and moral proprieties and principles of 
civilization. That their novelty, their hapfiy 
and peaceful results, when contrasted with 
their own filthy manners and horrid rites, 
made a drep lodgment into their character 
and affections, which told with great effect 
upon the people of their tribes upon their 
return to them. 

He instanced a remarkable revival of re- 
ligion, where, out of sixty persons converted, 
twelve acknowledi^ed that they had been 
laboring under the convictions of sin for 
years before, and from the lime of their so- 
journ with the colonists. Then we say again, 
what is incidental influence ? Was the cu- 
pidity that induced the chiefs to send their 



in order to give those so disposed an oppor- 
tunity of contributing to this laudable enter- 
prise, which has for its object the removal of 
five hundred thouf:nnd free blacks without 
the limits of our Union. — Jacleaon f Miss, J 
Southerner. 

Navai. — The schooner Gen. Warren, at 
Philadelphia, from Bathurst, coast of Africa, 
reports the officers and crews of the U. S. 
sloops of war Yorktown and Jamestown, all 
well. 

The latter vessel had gone to the Cape 
de Yerds, and released some American 
whalers unjustly detained by the Portuguese 
authorities. Capt. Welsh, of the Warren, 
died of the fever on the coast, having pre- 
viously to his death, received every attention 
sons to the colony to learn a language, that || possible, at the hands of the surgeons of the 
they might the better chaffer for a bargain, | British cruising vessels on that station. 

incidental, or was the fact of their beine sent, j, 

and acquiring it, incidentall The truth is, i CoLONiZATiox.—Rccently a very re- 
thecow«c«7ttC«ce« of every action are infinite. , spectable Colonization Society was formed 
Witness the slave trade; the biggest crime i in Johnson county, Indiana, auxiliary to the 
that ever made sin horrible. We venture | State Society. Quite a number who have 
the assertion that there was not a man who hitherto been reckoned Abolitioniste became 
heard Mr. Pinney's lecture but his heart I ^ members.— Prcs. //crc/cf. 

bounded and his eye glistened, with the glad 

conviction that, in spite of its untold enormi- Gold Mine ! — In the settlement of Cald- 
ties, it will re.-*ult eventually in the conver- , well, a few days ago, some large ingots of 
sion and civilization of the millions upon I this precious metal were found ; and by those 
millions of the benighted heathen of Africa, i, acquainted with the subject, and who have 
now wallowing in all the black catalogue of' examined the place, it is said there is every 
crimes enumerated in the first chapter of | indication that the ore is very abundant 
Romans. i there. We had the pleasure of seeing some 

On Tuesday evening Mr. Pinney con- ^f jj^ about $50 worth, which was not all 
tinned his lecture in the Capitol, illustrative i ^jj^ gentleman had. Our friend Jamieeon 
of the geography of Africa and its resources, | jg the fortunate finder. — Liberia Herald, 
both as regards commerce and agriculture; 



also tlie progress that is there making to 
establish a republican form of government, 
free from the jurisdiction of the American 
Colonization Society. 

It was only last evening that we learned 



Another expedition for Liberia. 
'—We contemplate sending another vessel 
with emigrants for Liberia from Norfolk this 



spring, or early in the summer. Applicants 
it was his intention to receive contributions H.^ ^^^ themBelves known imm^ 

m aid of the Society, whose agent he is. tie | ^ 



will remain in town until to-morrow evening, 



; diately. 



lUtttt^iB of t^t 3initx\can Colonisation ^octttif, 
From the 20/A February, to the 20th March, 1846. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
By Dea. Samuel Tracy :— 
Meriden — Rev. A. Blanchard. • . . 50 

VERMONT. 

C9larZo//e— Charles McNeil 6 00 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 
Stoto— Dr. Daniel Washburn, first 
payment on life-membership . . 10 00 



15 00 



MASSACHUSETTS. 
Springfield— Wiss Betsey Brewer, 

per James Brewer, 2d 8 00 

NEW YORK. 
Thimansburg-Hermsn Cainp,Esq. 
toward the $15,000 subscrip- 
tion for the purchase of territon'.l.OOO 00 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Washington-J no. P. Ingle, annual 
contribution 10 00 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Lindo — Isaac Kennedy, Esq., $2, 
John Hearst, $1 8 00 

ALABAMA. 
By Rev. J. B. Pinney : — 
Timcaloom — A. Bartel, Esq., $10, 
Thos. Maxwell, Miss Ran- 
dolph, Bishop Cobb, Rev. J. C. 
, Keener, Rev. Aristides Smith, 
Judgre H. W. Colier,Mrs. E. C. 
Smith and daughter, Lincoln 
Clark, Esq., E. W. Peck, Esq.. 
Gov. J. L. Martin, Judge J. J, 
Ormond, Dr. Reuben Searey 
and G. Curling, each S6, H« 
A. Snow, G. Hoprkins, Rev. T. 
F. Curti<j, Rev. Dr. Manly» 
and Mrs. Pratt, each .fS, Rev. 
N. B. White, Samuel Smith, W. 
Garnett, each ^2, J. S. Young, 
W. P. Brown, S. F. Miller, D. 
P. Barringer, D. Woodruff, G, 
Duffee, A. Glascock, each $1, 
Mr. Colier, and cash, each 75 
cents, T. Emmond,E. Buchan- 
an, cash, ca.sh, Mr. Culper, S. 
Hopkins, R. W. Lewis, J. W. 
Young, each 50 cents • 109 50 

KENTUCKY. 

Bflrrfstoicn—Legacy left by W. R. 
Haynes, per Messrs. Casseday 

& Ranney 147 20 

By Rev. A. M. Cowan :— 

JVtfw/f/br/— A. P. Cox, #20, H.J. 

Bodley, Jacob Swygart, Gov. 

W. Owsley, each SIO, E. H. 

Taylor, Jno. H. Hanna, A, C. 

Keenon, each $5 65 00 

Lexington— K. S. Todd 20 00 

Shelby Co.— Rev. J. D. Paxton . . 6 00 
Jessamine Co, — Rev. N. M. Gor- 
don.. ».»»».»...». 5 00 



242 20 
MISSISSIPPL 

Louisville — Mrs. D. G. Godden, 
balance of legacy left the socie- 
ty by her late husband 4 00 

OHIO. 

Vhioniowfi — John Lyle 4 00 

fTtMfaon— Prof. H. N. Day, A. A. 
Brewster, each $5 10 0') 

14 00 



Total Contributions $1,400 20 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Nbw HAMPSHXRE.-ByDea. Sam- 
uel Tracy — Suncook — Ira Os- 
good, $U Boscawen — Gen. £. 
6. Wood, 91 to. FranJUin^ 



Jacob Trussell, $1 50. Holder- 
n€«s— Obediah Smith, for '44, 
and '45, #3. Wentworth—Rev, 
Increase S. Davis, $1 50. Can- 
corrf— Hon. S. Morrill, #1 50. 
Charlesiown—DedL, Phillips, $fl, 11 00 

Y ZKMO ST. —Hariland—H. Cutts, 
$\ 50. Windsor— E. C. Cabot, 
#150. Weaikersfield—W.Jdir- 
vis, Esq., to 1st Jan., 1847, 
$3 S 00 

Massachusetts.— Jtfe/f/XfW— Dr. 
James Hewins, for 1846, $150, 
Daniel Adams, $ I 50. Wal- 
pole — ^Joshua Stetson, jr., 9i 50. 
EaM Medway— John Clark, 2d, 
$1 50, Abijah Wheeler, $1 50. 
Bockville—J. B. Daniels, $\ 50, 
Dea.S. Walker, $J1 50, E. B. 
Blake, $1 50. Westborough^ 
Geo. N. Sibley, for 1846, $1 50». 
L. M. Griii;gs, for 1846, $1 50^ 
Jabez J. Fisher, for 1846, $1 50, 

C. P. Greene, to Jan., '46, 
75 cents. Wilkinsonville— Jno. 
W. Gamble, for 1846, $X 50. . . 

District of Columbia.— PFa«A- 

iA?g/o»— Charles King, for 1846. 
Virginia.— Spowi Spring— John 

A. Shearer, to July, '47, $3. 

Fredericksburg — Mrs. M. L. 

Herndon, to March, 1846, #2. . 
North Carolina.- CooZ Spring 

— Josiah Collins, of Somerset 

place, to Sept., 1849, $10 

South Carolina. — Zinrfo-Rev. 

W.R.Hemphill, $2 

Georgia. — Macon — Rev. Seneca 

G. Bragg, to April, 1850, ^5. 

Covington— Rg\, Thos. Turner, 

to May, 1847, $3 

Alabama. — Tuscaloosa — S. C. 

Keener, $\ 50 

M I ss iss I ppi . — Louisville — Mrs . 

D. G. Godden, $6 

Kentucky.— EM-ion — James A. 

M. Reynolds, ^5 

Ohio.— By H. McMillan— X<mia 
—James C. McMillan, $1 50, 
James Galloway, $1 50, Sam'l. 
Galloway, ^1 *50» John Van 
Eton, $1 50, Dr. W. Y. Banks, 
^1 50, Philomothean Society 
ofXenia academy, $1. j?m- 
herst—E. Redington, to Sept., 

'48, $3. Unionioion John 

Lyle, to 1st May, 1847, $1, 

David Miller, $1 50 14 00 

Michigan. — Detroit— JmUvls E1- 
dred, to 31st May, 1848, $5.. 6 00 
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2 00 


00 


1 60 


6 00 


6 00 



Total Repository. . . . , 92 75 
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This name will long be remember- 
ed, both in this country and in Libe- 
ria. She presented at the time of 
her capture a picture so shocking to 
all the feelings of humanity, as to 
gather around her associations which 
many years will not obliterate. How 
long will it be before the memories 
of the hundreds of victims found in 
her and landed at Monrovia, will 
cease to retain the vivid recollections 
of the days and nights they spent in 
her horrible hold } How long ere they 
will cease to cherish the feelings of 
bursting joy which enraptured their 
bosoms when they found themselves 
actually landed on their own native 
shores again ? And how many 
hearts there are in America, who, 
having been moved to contribute 
something to relieve the poor crea- 
tures saved from worse than death, 
will long retain the vivid impres- 
sion at first received by the bare 
hearing of the shocking scene which 
*• The Pons " presented on her arri- 
val, at Monrovia with her freight of 
distressed children and youth ? 
9 



Tf 0X19 ,** 

Considerable anxiety is felt to 
know what will be the fate of the 
vessel and her American captain. 
Hers is a clear case of piracy under 
our laws, and it is earnestly to 
be hoped will meet with judg- 
ment as such. The Philadelphians 
seem anxious to have it appear that 
she was not owned in that city 
at the time when she was captured. 
This they may perhaps be able to 
do ; but can they show that she was 
not transferred or sold to her present 
owners by her former Philadelphia 
owners or their agents, knowing that 
she was to be employed in the slave 
trade ? Her Italian captain says that 
most of the vessels now employed in 
the slave trade of the western coast 
of Africa are obtained from Ameri- 
cans. If there are men in Philadel- 
phia interested in the ** Pons," they 
will doubtless say nothing about it, 
as they would prefer the loss of their 
interest, to the loss of character 
consequent upon attempting to defend 
it. This appears from the fact, that 
when proclamation was made in the 
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U. S. district court, in the case of 
the •* Pons," for any person to come 
foiward to show cause why said 
vessel should not be condemned and 
sold for a violation of the act of Con- 
gress. of May 10th, 1800, no person 
answered. By the said act of Con- 
gress, it requires three proclamations 
in open court, before the vessel can 
be sold. But it is probable that the 
certainty of her being condemned, 
either by the American or the Bra- 
zillian authorities, will deter the 
owners from claiming her ; especial- 
ly when it is remembered that the 
expense of a legal contest would pay 
for another vessel and save time'.* 

Feeling the deep iniquity of the 
slave trade, and the dishonor of con- 
tinuing so horrible a traffic, our own 
government early pronounced it to be 
a crime punishable by the heaviest 
penalties. Several nations of Europe 
soon followed the example, and have 
entered into treaties for its suppres- 
sion. The United States and England 
have generally been faithful to fulfil 
their engagements. But, unhappily, 
Spain and Brazil have taken no effi- 
cient steps for enforcing their own 
laws, or for fulfilling their treaty stip- 
ulations, and the consequence is, that 
immense numbers of Africans are an- 
nually torn from their homes to supply 
the active demand which exists in the 
slave markets of Brazil, and the Span- 
ish Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
We believe the " Pons " contained 
a larger number of slaves (913) than 
has ever before been captured in 



one vessel. Very few vessels when 
taken have contained more than four 
or five hundred, and seven hundred 
is the highest number we remember 
to have heard of in one vessel. 

We cannot, however, say this of 
vessels which have escaped capture. 
Many of them have shipped cargoes 
numbering from twelve to fifteen 
hundred. " The Pons " intended to 
have taken fifteen hundred ! She 
left about six thousand in the barra- 
coons at Cabenda ! 

The barque ** Carolina^^^ from 
Quilimane, landed nine hundred and 
seventy -six slaves at the Island of 
Parcos, near to Ubatuba, Brazil. 
How many more she shipped we 
cannot tell. The barque *' Quarto 
de Marco^'^ from the same place, 
landed nine hundred and fifty slaves 
at the Island of Tamondoa, near to 
St. Sebastian's. Thq brig " Luzita-- 
no^"^ from Mosambique, landed eight 
hundred slaves at Campos. The 
brig " Triumfante^"* from the same 
place, landed seven hundred and 
twelve at the same place. The brig 
" Triumfo d^Inveja^^ from Quili- 
mane, landed eight hundred and 
fourteen at the same place. The 
brig " Je/ioua/i," from Angola, made 
three voyages in thirteen months, 
without entering any port, and landed, 
in boats and fishing canoes at three dif- 
ferent points along the coast of Brazil, 
eighteen hundred and twenty slaves! 
The " Panther," one of the ves- 
sels taken by the Yorktown and sent 
to this country for trial, is an old 



* The jPofu hu been condemned sinee this was written. No person c&me forward 
to elaim her. 
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Indiaman, with a double deck, and 
as well calculated for a large load 
of slaves as if she had been built for 
that express purpose. She had been 
waiting two months on the coast for 
an opportunity to ship her slaves and 
elude the vigilance of the cruisers, 
and had made preparations for taking 
Jiftten hundred on board / Accord- 
ing to the papers found on board, she 
belongs to J. A. Potter, of Provi- 
dence, and was chartered by Fonseca, 
at Rio Janeiro, for 81,750 a month, 
and two months paid in advance. 

Cabenda is one of the most noted 
slave stations on the coast. Why do 
not the British cruisers watch the 
place night and day, and thus render 
it impossible to ship the thousands 
of slaves always ready ? They do 
watch it a part of the time, and the 
danger of capture is considerable. 
But the profits are so enormous, as 
to induce the traders to run any risk, 
and resort to every expedient. They 
even take them in open launches 
across the ocean, some thirty or forty 
at a time. As they go before the 
trade wind, and seldom have bad 
weather, there is very little risk in it. 

The slaves cost at the factories on 
the coast from $8 to $18 each, and 
will sell in any part of Brazil for 
4300. From this it will be apparent 
that the profit is enormous. If the 
"Pons" had made her voyage in 
safety, she would have cleared about 
•250,000. If the Panther had been 
successful, she would have cleared 
some $370,000 to $400,000 ! 

Upon the most moderate compu- 



1 



tation, there are an average of Mree 
hundred thousand victims of the 
slave trade annually ! To obtain 
this number, the coast and the in- 
terior of Africa are desolated by fire 
and sword. In its prosecution, we 
behold all that is aggravated in war, 
atrocious in murder, and brutal in 
oppression. Yonder may be seen 
a peaceful village, at once surround- 
ed by a horde of barbarians, its 
dwellings fired, the aged, the very 
young, the infirm and the badly 
wounded, slain without remorse or 
pity ; the healthy and the vigorous 
fastened by cords or iron fetters, and 
yoked together, are marched off to 
the coast ; many of whom die f/om 
hunger, thirst and fatigue upon the 
road. 

" 'Twas night : the hamlet lay in bahny rest ; 
The babe was slumbering on its mother's breast ; 
The &ther dreamt the child was at his knee, 
While he reposed beneath hia father's tree. 
Falsely secure, they deemed no evil nigh ; 
The spoiler came, arose the deathful cry ; 
Their loved home flaming through the gloom • 

night 
Revealed their terror, and betrayed their flight. 
Weak, worn and manacled, behold them stand 
By the dull waters of that dismal strand : 
Doomed in yon floating den to cross the wave. 
Their happiest fate to find the surge their grave : 
Their last lorn hope to view their nativt shore 
When the sad term of hated life is o'er." 

Then follows the shipment of 
these wretched beings on board the 
slave ship, their close package be- 
tween the decks, with nothing in the 
world on, and nothing to lie upon 
softer than a plank ; th. ir incredible 
sufferings from disease, want of air 
and food, and the vH«5t mortality 
which often occurs. 

Now the question occurs, how 
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can these evils be remedied ? What ; 
power can be brought to stay this 
tide of woe and death ? Armed ves- 
sels, for thirty years, have been fitted 
oat at an enormous expenditure of 
money, and the loss of the lives of 
multitudes employed on board of 
them, but with little avail. The 
slaver pursues his traffic as vigorous- 
ly as when these measures were first 
attempted, and as long as his profits 
are so great he will pursue it, in de- 
fiance of all the navies of the world, 
and in utter disregard of humanity 
and justice. 

We respect the motives of govern- 
ments in keeping squadrons on that 
coast for the suppression of the slave 
trade. But we think there is a more 



excellent way. Whoever examines 
the history of colonization at Libe- 
ria, will see that something efifectual 
has been done there for the suppres- 
sion of the trade along that part of 
the coast. We can, to all such, 
commend the cause which we advo- 
cate with a firm assurance that it will 
meet a response in their hearts 
and consciences too. It is the cause 
of humanity, of justice and benevo- 
lence to those who are in circum- 
stances of the deepest wretched- 
ness. To carry it nobly forward, 
funds are needed. Will not our 
friends come liberally to aid in the 
accomplishment of so much good, 
and the prevention of so mucli 
evil ? 



%^t Unttt^ j^tattfl <6otitrnmt 

Since our last number was issued 
we have been repeatedly asked, ^^ is it 
possible that our government makes 
no provision for the support of the 
slaves they land at Monrovia ?'' And 
we have as often been compelled to 
answer, it is even so. In the early his- 
tory of the efiforts of the United States 
Government for the suppression of 
the slave trade, the law of 1819 was 
understood to make provision for 
supporting re-captives after being 
landed in Liberia, until they could take 
care of themselves. President Mon- 
roe so interpreted it, -and acted ac- 
cordingly. But of late years the 
attorney generals have construed the 
law difierently, and have decided 
that it Simply provides for returning 



n t ant Hr-captutrb ilfrtcan^. 

re-captives to Liberia, and for keep- 
ing a ** United States agent for re- 
captured Africans " there ; and then 
leaves them entirely destitute, and 
him without a dollar to provide for 
their Comfort. ' This is a most sin- 
gular case indeed. Our government 
has engaged in a humane effort to 
benefit the poor Africans, by sup- 
pressing the slave trade. For this 
purpose, it supports a squadron on 
the coast at a very heavy expense. 
One of the vessels of this squadron, 
carrying out her instructions, seizes 
a slave ship with upwards of ninfi 
hundred c\ii\dixen and youth on board, 
carries them back to the coast and 
pitches them on shore, in a sick and 
dying condition, and makes no provi* 
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fiion for taking care of them even for 
a single day! This cannot be re- 
garded in any other light than that 
of sheer injustice to the re-captives, 
and oppression to the citizens of Li- 
beria. There is no obligation rest- 
ing on them to support these people. 
They have to struggle hard to take 
care of themselves, unaided by go- 
vernmental protection, and oppress- 
ed by those stronger than them- 
selves. But in the present in- 
stance, they came forward nobly to 
supply the neglect of our govern- 
ment. But for Liberia, what would 
hav6 become of those re-captured 
children ? 

In 1843, through the influence of 
some of the friends of colonization, 
Congress appropriated $5,000 for 
the benefit of re-captives after being 
landed in Liberia. This sum was 
placed at the disposal of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who di- 
rected $2,000 of it to be sent in the 
barque Renown to Liberia, for the 
purpose of building a house or houses 
for their reception and occupation, 
until they could build houses for 
themselves. The Renown was 
wrecked at Port Praya while un- 
loading government stores, and as 
our government never insures^ this 
$2,000 was a total loss. The Presi- 
dent then directed the remaining 
$3,000 to be sent out in - the ship 
Virginia, and $2,000 to be spent in 



building the said houses, and the re- 
maining $1,000 to be placed in Dr. 
Lugenbeel's hands, as United States 
agent, for the support of any re-cap- 
tives who might be placed in his 
charge. This, then, is the only pro- 
vision made by the United States go- 
vernment. It will readily be perceiv- 
ed, that after paying expenses of land- 
ing the people, and supplying their 
hunger, very little would be left. It 
was very fortunate that our emigrant 
ship, the Roanoke, had arrived only 
a few days before the " Pons,'' with a 
good supply of provisions, &c. Our 
vessel from New Orleans would also 
reach there about the last of Febru- 
ary, and render further assistance. 
But our friends will at once see that 
we shall be much embarrassed, un- 
less we can raise the means to sup- 
ply . the place of the provisions 
and trade goods diverted from their 
appropriate use, to the benefit of 
these re-captives. 

In reply to the many inquiries 
made us, as to wliat we are doing to 
guard against future emergencies, 
and to compensate for the past ne- 
glect of our government to carry out 
its benevolent operations to their 
proper end, we can only state that 
we shall not leave any thing undone 
to induce Congress to make an ap- 
propriation for the purpose. But 
whether we shall succeed yet re- 
mains to be determined. 
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Feeling anxious to aid the cause 
of missions in Liberia in every way 



possible, we insert at length, in ano- 
ther column, the appeal of the mis- 
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sionaries of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Liberia, to their friends 
and patrons in this country, for means 
to enable them to maintain and edu- 
cate the one hundred re-captives 
which they took from those landed 
from the slaver " Pons." It is a 
strong appeal. We trust tliat not 
only the members of that church 
will give it a careful perusal and a 
liberal response, but also that all 
Christians and philanthropists will 
consider it a privilege to aid in this 
most Christian work. The reader 
will not fail to notice some touching 
incidents recorded in the circular. 
The devoted missionaries deserve 
great credit for their behavior to 
these poor victims. The Rev. Dr. 
Ting, of New York, at the great co- 
lonization meeting in the Tabernacle 
on the subject of raising assistance 
for the "Pons" re-captives, is report- 
ed to have paid the following just 
tribute to the missionaries and the 
colonists :-— 

•* These Methodist brethren have 
manifested a spirit which will ever 
do them honor. It is a Christian 
spirit ; and when the bright Sabbath 
dawned on that hapless shore, and 
while these holy men were engaged 
in prayer, as these wretched captives 
were thrown in their midst, and were 
. received with the open hearts and 
arms of sympathy and kindness, can 
there be a doubt that attending angels 
regarded the scene with deepening 
interest ? Can there be a doubt that 
a smiling Saviour realized that these 
Methodist brethren were representa- 
tives of himself? • What care I, sir,' 
said Dr. T., ' for official sanction and 
appointment, coming down through 
successive ages by some mysterious 



agency, when there is this life-like 
spirit of my Master so clearly mani- 
fested.' (Applause.) 

" Sir, this is evidence enough of the 
presence of the Master — of conformi- 
ty to the Spirit of Jesus. It was Jesus 
first and last — Jesus acting in the 
hearts of these men. Jesus upon whose 
shoulders the government is placed, 
and who shall award the blessing.'' 

A Circular^ addressed to thefriends 
of Africa and African Missions 
'■'^containing a few facts relative 
to the re-capture of nine hundred 
slaves in the barque '^Pons'^'^ — 
their horrible condition on board 
— their liberation at the colony of 
Liberia — their distribution at 
said colony^ ^c, ^c. — .^n appeal 
to the humanity and benevolence 
of the christian public, 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

The unprecedently affecting cir- 
cumstances which have called this 
circular into being, will speak for 
themselves in the following commu- 
nications. In fact, the scenes and 
their connexions beggar description. 
The excitement which they occasion, 
transports the beholder for the time 
being beyond the regions of cool, de- 
liberate account; and thus unfitted 
for anything like a dispassionate sur- 
vey of the scene of misery and 
wretchedness every where and in 
every countenance apparent, we con- 
fine ourselves to a few naked facts. 

But it is to be hoped humanity 
will feel the wrong thus inflicted on 
the sufferers. God certainly will> 
and his justice will requite it. We 
were at the beach at the time of the 
re-captives' landing from the hold of 
the slave ship. The poor creatures, 
many of whom must, to all appear- 
ance, soon be added to the number of 
the dead, were most truly objects of 
commisseration. As they peared the 
shore and were permitted to leap in- 
to the surf that rolled upon the beach. 
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they plunged from the sides of the 
boat into the cool grateful water, 
in such a manner as clearly enough 
to show that it afforded a pleasure 
not to be described after so horrible 
a captivity. They were emaciated, 
scarred, and many of them covered 
with sores or scabs. But we forbear, 
and ask — Will the friends of missions 
leave them among us, in our restricted 
circumstances, without a powerful 
effort to aid us in educating, elevating, 
and christianizing them ? Shall the 
exclamation of surprise, perhaps of 
execration, which this account may 
inspire, be all any individual will do 
towards relieving and assisting them? 
A few of us have done what we 
could for the present. We purpose, 
however, making a more general ef- 
fort, and then doing ourselves again. 
But we want/ie/p. To our Mission- 
ary Board we look with confidence. 
It has always met our emergencies 
wilh prompt liberality. Itwilldoso 
again, undoubledly. But then there 
are others to whom these facts must 
make a touching appeal. Where are 
our benevolent, liberal-hearted color- 
ed friends. They, above all others, 
must experience a peculiar pleasure 
in collecting and forwarding benefac- 
tions. We wish them disiinclly to 
understand that they are appealed to 
at this crisis. We hope to hear from 
them in tones that will tell upon the 
comfort of their unfortunate brethren. 
All shall be faithfully applied. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

LETTER. FROM DR. LUGENBEEL. 

Mr, Editor : — In the midst of my 
arduous and responsible duties, I 
cannot find sufficient time to write a 
detailed account, relative to the re- 
captured slaves who were committed 
to my care by the officer in com- 
mand of the slave ship "Pons," now 
lying at anchor in our harbor; 
but I will give you a few of the par- 
ticulars. 



The "Pons" was captured by 
Capt. Rell, of the U. S. ship York- 
town, in latitude about three degrees 
south, three days out from Cabenda* 
At the time she was taken, there were 
about nine hundred slaves on board. 
On the first day after her capture, 
nineteen died ; and by the time she 
arrived at this place, during a pas- 
sage of fourteen days, the number 
was reduced to seven hundred and 
fifty- six ; all of whom I have this 
day succeeded in landing. Several 
of them are now in a dying condition, 
but the majority of them are fine look- 
ing boys, from about ten to twenty 
years of age. There are only forty- 
seven girls in the company. 

It was truly delightful to witness 
the demonstrations of pleasure which 
were exhibited by these rescued vic- 
tims of the abominable traffic, when 
they again pressed the soil of their 
native country; and realized for a 
truth that they were breathing the air 
of freedom. Their songs of deliver- 
ance were borne upon the passing 
breeze ; while they simultaneously 
clapped their hands for joy. I have 
already disposed of nearly three 
hundred of them to responsible per- 
sons in the colony, including one 
hundred which I have placed in the 
care of the Rev. J. B. Benham, Su- 
perintendent of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Mission, to be educated for fu- 
ture usefulness in their native land. 
J. W. LUGENBEEL, 
U, S. Agent for Liberated Africans, 

Dec, 16, 1845. 

Extract of a letter from one of the 
Missionaries of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to a friend 
in Neio York, 

Monrovia, Dec. 15, 1845. 

Last evening, after we had returned 
from meetinsT, and had commended 
ourselves to God in prayer, and thus 
closed up the enjoyments and privi- 
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leges of our first Sabbath in Africa, 
we were surprised by the entrance 
of one of our neighbors who brought 
us intelligence that a slaver, the Pons, 
of Philadelphia, had been captured 
by the United States sloop-of-war 
York town, Captain Bell, and that she 
was now lying in our harbor with 
750 captives on board that were to 
be landed here. We could not learn 
further particulars, than that the ves- 
sel was captured on the 1st inst., 
when three days out from Cabenda, 
a noted slave factory on the coast 
south of the equator. That, when 
taken, there were over 900 of these 
miserable creatures on board, but 
that 150 of them had died during the 
Is^st fourteen days. 

[ had lead and heard much of 
slavery and the horrors attendant up- 
on the slave trade ; now an oppor- 
tunity offered to know from actual 
observation, whether the statements 
with which I had been made ac- 
quainted, were exaggerated or not. 
In company with His Excellency Go- 
vernor Roberts and several others, I 
this morning went on board the prize. 
I had been prepared, to some extent, 
for a scene of horror, by the account 
of Lieut. Cogdell, the gentlemanly 
officer in command; but I found the 
half had not been told me. Nay, it 
is utterly impossible for language to 
convey an appropriate idea of the 
suffering of that wretched company. 
The decks were literally crowded 
with poor abject beings. The liv- 
ing and the dying were huddled to- 
gether with less care than is bestow- 
ed upon the brute creation. Here 
and there might be seen individuals 
in the last agonies of expiring nature, 
unknown^ and apparently unnoticed. 
There was no offer of sympathy to 
alleviate in the least their misery. 
Their companions appeared dejected, 
weighed down with their own sor- 
rows. My heart sickens at the re- 
fnembrance of that awful scene. As 



I came on the crowded deck, I saw 
directly in front of me one emaciated 
and worn down by long suffering to 
a mere skeleton, pining away and 
apparently near eternity. I looked 
over into the steerage. The hot, 
mephitic air almost overpowered me. 
At the foot of the ladder lay two of 
the most miserable beings I ever be- 
held. They were reduced, as the 
one above named, so that their bones 
almost protruded from their flesh. 
Large sores had been worn upon 
their sides and limbs, as they had 
been compelled to lay upon the hard 
plank composing the deck of the ves- 
sel. They lay directly under the 
hatchway, whither they had crawled, 
apparently to obtain a little purer air. 
One I thought dead, until by some 
slight motion of the limbs I discover- 
ed his agonies were not yet ended. 
The other lay with his face toward 
me, and such an expression of un- 
mitigated anguish I never before 
saw. I cannot banish the horrid 
picture. These were not isolated 
cases, but as they were those that 
were first noticed they made, per- 
haps, a stronger impression on my 
mind. In another part of the vessel 
lay a little boy, pining away, with 
two others watching over him. They 
were not brothers, but had been cap- 
tured from the same place. They 
had procured a bit of muslin, that 
had probably been thrown away by 
some of the crew, and had placed it 
under his aching head for a pillow. 
Could you have seen them, I am 
sure the fountain of feeling would 
have been broken up, and the tears 
w^ould have forced themselves from 
their hiding place. For the fourteen 
days that the vessel had been under 
the charge of the present commander, 
they had been assiduous in their 
care: one or the other of them at- 
tending on him constantly, and keep- 
ing watch alternately at night for this 
purpose. Oh I if I could portray the 
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scene as I saw it; could I present 
it to your imagination, without any 
coloring, as it was actually presented 
to my view, your blood would chill 
in your veins. Five had been thrown 
over, dead, this morning, and many 
more were apparently just expiring. 
And yet they tell me this is compa- 
ratively nothing ; and I should judge 
so, if the statement of the captured 
captain can be relied on. He says 
that they left some 400 or 500 more 
at the factory, that he had intended 
to have taken with him on the same 
vessel, but was prevented by the 
proximity of an English cruiser. 

W. B. HOYT. 

MEETING CALLED ON THE ARRIVAL OF 
THE "PONS." NO. 1. 

At a special meeting of some of 
the members of the Liberia Annual 
Conference, on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, called by the Rev. John B.Ben- 
ham, Superintendent of the Liberia 
Mission, at the residence of the Rev. 
A. D. Williams, to take into consider- 
ation what ought to be done by our 
mission for the re-captured Africans 
arriving in this port on the 14th inst, 
in the barque Pons, of Philadelphia, 
the following persons were present : 
— Rev. John B. Benham, Rev. A. 
D. Williams, Rev. B. R. Wilson, 
Rev. E. Johnson, Rev. H. B. Mat- 
thews, Rev. A. F. Russell, Rev. W. 
B. Hoyt, Rev. W. B. Williams, Rev. 
F. Burns, and Dr. J. W. Lugenbeel, 
U. S. Agent for re-captured Africans. 

The Rev. B. R. Wilson was called 
to the chair, and F. Burns appointed 
secretary. The Rev. John B. Ben- 
ham stated the object of the meeting. 
After a variety of remarks from dif- 
ferent individuals, all concurring in 
the opinion that the unexpected and 
providential arrival of these unfortu- 
nate human beings in such a large 
number — their being offered to us — 
their appeal to and claim upon the 
sympathies of the Church— and the 



high degree of probability that they 
might be made a blessing to Africa, 
if they could be taken into our mis- 
sion schools, called upon us to make 
an extra effort for their relief and as- 
sistance — the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted :— 

1st. In view of the providential 
arrival of the re-captured Africans in 
the barque Pons — their being offer- 
ed to us — their appeal to our sym- 
pathies and benevolence as a mission, 
and the strong probability that they 
could be more permanently secured 
to our schools than those obtained 
immediately about us ; therefore — 

Resolved^ That we recommend to 
the Superintendent of the Liberia 
Mission to take 100 of them under 
the patronage of the Missionary So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

2d. Resolvedy That we open a 
subscription on the spot to assist in 
defraying the increased expenses 
that such action will entail upon the 
ordinary expenditures of this mission. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS. 




J. B. Benham - 


m 


- $20 00 


B, R. Wilson - 


- 


. 20 00 


A. D. Williams 


- 


- 20 00 


W. B. Hoyt - 


- 


- 20 00 


A. F. Russell - 


. 


- 20 00 


E. Johnson. 


- 


- 20 00 


F. Burns - 


/ 


- 10 00 


H. B. Matthews 




- 5 00 



$135 00 
These subscriptions may all be 
considered as paid down. 

3d. Resolved, That in view of 
this unexpectedly arising exigency, 
we recommend that our Superinten- 
dent lay the whole subject before our 
Board and the Christian public, by 
the earliest opportunity. 

4th. Resolved, That we recom- 
mend the Superintendent to take of 
the re- captives, of both sexes, be- 
tween the ages of ten and seventeen 
years old, if practicable. 
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5th. Resolved^ That a committee 
of three be appointed to designate 
the number that shall be appropriated 
to each of our mission schools. A. 
D. Williams, E. Johnson, and B. R. 
Wilson, were duly elected to serve 
on this committee. 

6th. Resolved^ That the editor of 
Africa's Luminary be requested to 
publish the proceedings of this meet- 



ing. 



7th. Resolved, That we adjourn 
to meet again on Wednesday after- 
noon at 4 o'clock. Prayer by the 
chairman of the meeting. 

B. R. WILSON, 
Presid't. 
F. Burns, Sec'^y, 

Dec. 15, 1845. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE REV. 
J. B. BENHAM. 

Monrovia, Dec. 17, 1845. 

Dear Brother Burns : — As it has 
been thought advisable to issue a cir- 
cular, for the purpose of giving our 
friends in Christendom, and especi- 
ally in the United States of America, 
a few interesting and important facts, 
I have requested all connected with 
our mission to prepare something as 
soon as practicable for that purpose. 

Having on our hands one hundred 
re-captured Africans, besides various 
cares connected with commencing 
anew, house-keeping, &c.,&;c.,lea^ves 
Mrs. B. and myself little leisure for 
writing; however, I will endeavor to 
furnish you with a few particulars. 

Last Sabbath evening, intelligence 
was received at the mission house 
that Captain Bell, of the African 
squadron, had captured a barque at 
the leeward, about 200 miles out 
from Congo, having on board 900 
slaves— that they were then in the 
harbor, and were to be committed to 
Dr. J. W. Lugenbeel, U. S. Agent 
for re-captured Africans, for appren- 
ticeship in the colony. This, as 



might be expected, awakened an in-^ 
tense interest, especially among the 
missionaries : such a circumstance 
not having occurred before here for 
years, and was to them altogether 
new and unexpected. 

This will furnish us with an op- 
portunity of obtaining children for 
our mission schools, who will, in all 
probability, be permanently connect- 
ed with them until they shall have 
arrived at adult age. Thus God may 
bring good out of this great evil, 

Dec. 15th. In company with Gov. 
Roberts, Judge Benedict, Dr. Lugen- 
beel, and Rev. W. B. Hoyt, I pro- 
ceeded to the captured vessel, where 
we saw and heard what beggars all 
description. From Lieut. Cogdell, 
having charge of the vessel, we learn- 
ed that when she was first seen she 
raised American colors, under the 
impression that the vessel in chase 
was a British cruiser ; but discover- 
ing her mistake, immediately hoisted 
the Portuguese flag. On boarding 
her and demanding of the captain his 
papers, he replied — ^^' I have thrown 
them overboard." "What is your 
cargo ?" " About 900 slaves !" On 
farther examination, it was found 
that she had shipped 913, probably 
between the ages of Sand 30, embra- 
cing 47 girls : that about 20 had 
died, after being at sea but three days. 
She had narrowly escaped a British 
cruiser, and was bound to Rio Ja- 
neiro, South America. Her name 
is « Pons, of Philadelphia." W^as 
that name ever so disgraced before ? 
will it ever be so again ! 

The lieutenant had been fourteen 
days coming up, and during that 
time they had lost about 150. One 
in a fit of desperation had jumped 
overboard, as many others probably 
would have done if they had had the 
opportunity. Such was the stench 
that we remained but a few moments 
on board. Long enough, however, 
to see something of the indescriba^ 



1846.] Circular Appeal of the Methodist Liberian Mission. 147 



ble horrors of the abominable Afri- 
can slave trade! It was supposed 
that a thermometer would range at 
100 or 120 in the hold. Though I 
did not go down, I saw that with few 
exceptions they were in a state of 
entire nudity. Several were in a 
dying condition, and many others 
were so emaciated that their skin 
literally cleaved to their bones. 
Others again had worn their skin 
throupfh, producing putrid ulcers,: 
which fed swarms of flies. \ 

The sailors pointed me to a group 
of three little boys, under the bow 
of the long boat, on deck. One of 
them was probably eight years of 
age, and almost in a dying state, and 
had been pining away for the last 
six days. Two others, perhaps ten 
and twelve years of age, were sitting 
by him, one on either side, watching 
him with a great deal of apparent 
sympathy, and administering to him 
as they were able. They had pro- 
cured a small quantity of oakum, 
with which they had made his bed, 
and a small piece of muslin for his 
pillow. They did not leave him 
night or day, and the sailors always 
found one of them awake. Through 
an interpreter I commended them for 
their kindness to the little sufferer, 
and promised to take them to live 
with me, and that they should bring 
with them their sick companion. I 
gave each a slip of paper with my 
name, directing them to keep them, 
so that I might know them when 
they landed. 

The elder boys are brothers, the 
younger was from the same tribe. 

During the night the little sick 
boy died, as did also several others, 
and was thrown into the sea. When 
the brothers arrived near the beach, 
they plunged into the water (as all 
the captives were required to do) and 
washed themselves, but came out 
with the slips of paper clenched in 
their hands. One of these we have 



named John Wesley, the other Da- 
vid A. Shepherd, and have taken 
them to educate. 

On arriving at the beach, small 
quantities of biscuit and water were 
given the sufferers. When it was 
supposed the danger of depletion 
was over, water was poured into a 
log canoe, into which they plunged 
like hungry pigs into a trough — the 
stronger faring the best. Near where 
I sat was a small pool of brackish 
water, in a state of stagnation, alto- 
gether unfit to be drank ; but on their 
discovering it they plunged into it, 
swallowing its black contents with 
great avidity. 

Several of the citizens succeeded, 
with threats and whips, finally, in 
driving them from it. In walking a 
half a mile along the beach, several 
of them lay down to die, but were 
carried along by their suffering com^ 
panions, or the citizens. 

1 was greatly at a loss how to act^ 
or how many to take, in view of the 
scarcity of provisions in the colony," 
and in the absence of instructions 
from the Missionary Board. We 
were unwilling that so favorable an 
opportunity should pass, for filling up 
our schools, without improvement. 
We at first thought of taking forty, 
as sister Wilkins in her ardor had 
applied for thirty-three girls. But 
on further reflection, concluded ta 
call a meeting of the brethren and 
friends of the mission, for counsel 
and advice. The result of that meet" 
ing will be seen by a reference ta 
the minutes.— -(See Doc. Nos. 1 &5.) 
To assist in the support of the large 
number of children received under 
the care of the mission, $135 were 
subscribed at the time; and as our 
conference is so near at hand, we 
purpose not offering the subscription 
again until the anniversary of the 
Liberia Conference Missionary So- 
ciety ; confidently believing the sum 
will be increased to $500, at least 
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Agreeably to the recommendation of 
the meeting, we have taken one hun- 
dred of the children, embracing nine- 
teen girls, that being all the girls we 
could obtain : and appeal to our 
Missionary Board and the friends of 
the African Missions generally. 

Brethren, shall we appeal in vain ? 
Was there ever a time of greater 
need ? I am instructed " on no ac- 
count to exceed the appropriation ; '* 
and in consequence of the exhausted 
state of the Treasury, that appropri- 
ation is hardly sufficient to meet the 
current expenses of the year. The 
ordinary amount required to support 
and educate a native scholar is $30 
annually. I had a list of 36 names 
to confer. For these, I conclude I 
am at liberty to draw on the Treas- 
urer for their support, for one year. 
Hi least. But who will support those 
for whom we select names according 
to our own discretion ? The amount 
required will be about $2,000 for one 
year. Most of them are of sunh an 
age that they will require instruction 
from five to seven years. 

Will not some of our friends come 
forward and make an extra effort? 
By the advice of all concerned, I 
have assumed the responsibility of 
supporting them, until we hear from 
the Board, or from the persons whose 
names we have taken the liberty to 
confer upon them : when we shall 
<letermine whether we have them 
bound to us, by colonial authority, 
or give them up again to be bound 
out to others- In that event we shall 
feel like exclaiming — " If I am be- 
reaved of my children, I am be- 
reaved." 

Here follow the names of the 
children : — 

George Lane, John Seys, Squire 
Chase, Melville B. Cox, William 
Hamilton, George Hildt, Edward 
Wadsworth, Silas Comfort, John A. 
Roach, Wm. Blanding, Phineas Rice, 
Wm. B. Hoyt, Wm. Boggs, James 



Bates, Willett Street, Wm. Hughes, 
John Pearsalt, Wm. Foster, Benja- 
min Clark, Daniel C. Thomas, Jas, 
E. Evans, Robert J. Boyd, Samuel 
V. Blake, Nathan W. Williams, Wm. 
J. Trench, James H. Taft, Henry 
Moore, Walter Palmer, Gabriel P. 
Disosway, Stephen Dando, Jabez 
A. Burton, Henry Smith, Benjamin 
Griffin, Stephen Olin, Moses C. 
White, George Landon, Jesse Gard- 
ner, William Reddy, Abel Barker, 
Thomas Bowman, Isaac B. Benham, 
Nathaniel Hamilton, Horace Agard, 
Urbane Burrows, John Foy, John 
Cornish, Marvin Fox, Francis Cokes- 
bury, Philip D. Lipscomb, Edmund 
Storers Janes, Hugh A. C. Walker, 
Samuel A. Peach, Thomas Madden, 
James Donaldson, Simeon Lamb, 
Lorenzo D. Sherwood, Thomas E. 
Bond, Eaton Shaw, Elisha Streeter, 
Wm. F. Farrington, Isaac Jennison, 
Buel Goodsell, Charles W. Carpen- 
ter, Valentine Buck, Joseph Totten, 
Washington Street, John S. Barn- 
dollar, David A. Shepherd, Luther 
Peck, Beverly Waugh, John Wesley, 
David Creamer, Isaac Cook, Chas. 
D. Burritt, Philip Bassett, Wm. C. 
Smith, Davis W. Clark, Amos N. 
Mulnix, Arad S. Lakin, Joseph Hol- 
dich, James W. Lugenbeel, David 
Terry, Gabriel Hoyt, Julia Olin, 
Rachel Blanding, Jane D. Clark, 
Eliza Stopford, Sarah Downs, Char- 
lotte Janes, Acsah Wilkins Disos- 
way, Martha Elizabeth Pennington, 
Ann Gardner, Elizabeth Hancock, 
Hannah Bennett, Mary Hoyt, Ann 
Adelia Bangs, Margaret Clarke, Phe- 
be Palmer, Emeline Fox, Mary Gar- 
rettson, Catherine Donaldson, Eliza 
Armitage, Charlotte Matthias, Maria 
Shepherd. 

If we can be assisted in the sup- 
port of these children, we shall have 
great occasion to hope that a new^ 
impulse will be given to the mission- 
ary cause in this country. These 
children speak an entirely different 
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language from the tribes in this part 
of Africa, and they are at a distance 
of many hundred miles from the 
place of their nativity ; and on both 
these accounts we shall expect they 
will remain with us until the time 
for which they shall be bound shall 
have expired. Every change with 
them now will be for the better, 
therefore we may hope for their gra- 
titude and fidelity. 

We should be glad, if time would 
admit of it, to write to all our friends 
before the captured vessel sails for 
Philadelphia, but they must be satis- 
fied to receive the circular. We 
hope if our brethren, the editors, 
friendly to the object we have in 
view, judge the matter we commu- 
nicate of sufficient importance, they 
will confer a favor by extracting in- 
to their columns. 

The clothing forwarded from the 
treasury came very opportunely. 

It was a great satisfaction to us to 
put on clothes made by the fingers 
of many of our personal friends, in 
the fields of our former toil. 

To enable our brethren and sisters, 
who may have charge of these re- 
captured African children, to support 
and educate them on $30 a year, it 
will be necessary to have some farm- 
ing utensils, such as axes, hoes, bush- 
hooks, &c. Also cooking utensils, 
such as pots, kettles, frying-pans, 
and a variety of tin ware. 

Cannot some of our brethren fur- 
nish us some of these articles ? 

Whatever is forwarded to our 
much esteemed treasurer. Rev. Geo. 
Lane, will be transmitted duly and 
faithfully. 

I will here add, I have been intro- 
duced to the officers of a British brig 



!i 



I since our arrival, who informed us 
that, since April last, the British 
squadron on this coast have captured 
101 vessels concerned in the slave 
trade.* 

Poor encouragement for slave mer- 
chants and masters of slave vessels. 
I think they had better engage in 
some honorable and lawful business, 
or go into perpetual hermitage, and 
not curse the world longer with their 
presence. 

Yours respectfully 

and affectionately, 
J. B. BENHAM. 
Sup. Lib. Miss. M. E. C. 

Monrovia^ Dec. 17, 1845. 

LETTER FROM MRS. BENHAM. 

Bear Brother Burns: — Permit 
me through your circular to say a 
word concerning the children which 
have so recently been re-captured 
and brought to this polony. I speak 
particularly of the children because 
they are under our own immediate 
observation. Otheis, much more 
adequate to the task, have already 
described the horror and sufiTering 
on board the ship, (as far as it can 
be given,) who were eye-witnesses 
of the extreme anguish and misery 
realized by the poor, unfortunate 
creatures. 

Much might be said with regard 
to the attention of the ofiicers and 
citizens of this colony, for their 
promptness in relieving the wants of 
those who were "ready to perish," 
and, like the good Samaritan, bound 
up their wounds and took them to 
their own homes. 

A large proportion of the re-cap- 
tives were young persons, of both 



•The Portuguese captain, now in our town, told one of our citizens that "If the 
Americans set about capturing^ slave vessels, it would be dangerous coming to the coast 
for slaves," — arguing, it is to be supposed, that the American ensign could in that event 
afford but a precarious protection to Spanish and Portuguese bottoms engaged in the 
trade. — Editor Africa's Luminart. 
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«exes, between the ages of 8 and IS. 
Among the number are 47 girls, 
which are considered a great acqui- 
sition by the mission. 

You are doubtless aware of the 
difficulty our missionaries have had 
in obtaining native girls for our mis- 
sion schools. The native men are 
unwilling to have their women and 
daughters instructed. It is their wish 
to keep them in ignorance : for they 
are well aware, should they become 
enlightened, they would not submit 
quietly to all the drudgery imposed 
by their domineering lords. Hence 
the great difficulty in obtaining 
them. 

We feel grateful to God, that it is 
the privilege of the Superintendent 
now to place a goodly number of 
these unfortunate girls in our mission 
school at Millsburg, under the super- 
intendence of sister Ann Wilkins, 
where every attention will be paid 
to their moral and physical training ; 
sind our earnest prayer is that the 
blessing of God may attend the ef- 
forts made by this devoted mission- 
ary, and that she may yet see the 
desire of her soul in the conversion 
of all the dear children of her charge. 

We have taken four children into 
our family; two to be named, by 
particular request of the children of 
the Nazareth M. £. Sunday School, 
Philadelphia, John Wesley and Char- 
lotte Matthias. The other two are 
named after the Rev. Mr. Shepherd 
and lady, of Wilkes Barre, Pa. — 
David and Maria Shepherd. 

The Superintendent has taken the 
responsibility of selecting about 100 
children for the several mission 
schools ; many of whom are now in 
the mission house and yard. It is 
truly affecting to see the poor, ema- 
ciated creatures, looking up beseech- 
ingly for help. And it is gratifying 



to us to have it in out power to ad- 
minister to their necessities and miti- 
gate their sufferings. We have lite- 
rally clothed and fed them. Never 
could there have been anything more 
timely than the boxes of clothing, 
sent out to us from our own beloved 
Oneida Conference, and elsewhere. 
We indeed feel it to be a providential 
supply. May the Lord reward the 
donors " an hundred-fold." 

And now my dear brethren and 
sisters, suffer me to beg a continu- 
ance of your efforts. We appeal to 
you, and we are confident it will not 
be in vain. We feel truly that there 
is a great weight of responsibility 
resting upon us. The wants of the 
children are to be met ; they must be 
educated, clothed and fed. To you, 
my dear Christian friends, in our 
own beloved America, we look for 
help, especially to those of our dear 
friends with whom we have lived 
and labored, to assist us in this dis- 
tant field. s 

SUSAN H. BENHAM. 
Monrovia^ Dec, 17, 1845. 

NO. 2. MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNE]> 
MEETING. 

Wednesday^ Dec, 17, 1845w 

After prater, the Rev* J. B. Ben- 
ham was called to the chair, and W. 
B. Hoyt appointed secretary. 

The committee to whom was re- 
ferred the apportioning of the re- 
captives, taken under the care of the 
mission, to the different stations, re- 
ported as follows, (which report was 
unanimously adopted :) 

*' The committee to whom was re- 
ferred the distributing of the boys,* 
would recommend the postponement 
of the final decision, until after con* 
ference ; and would also recommend 
that the boys be kept by the differ- 



• The girls, nineteen in number, are understood to br exclusively at the disposition 
•f the Superintendent. — Editor Africa's Lx7minart. 
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ent brethren until after the above- f 
mentioned time." 

A. D. WILLIAMS, 
E. JOHNSON, 

B. R. WILSON. 

Minutes read and approved ; after 
which the meeting adjourned — 
prayer by the Rev. B. R. Wilson. 

J. B. BENHAM, 
Presid't. 
W. B. HoYT, Sec*y, 

LETTER FROM MRS. ANN. WILKINS. 

Monrovia, Dec, 15, 1845. 

Brother Bums : — Permit me, 
through the medium of your paper, 
to say a few words concerning my 
school, to those kind fiiends who 
are anxious for its prosperity, as my 
present vacation and visit to this 
place gives me a favorable opportu- 
nity for writing, and especially in 
view of a circumstance just transpired 



suddenly filled up, after. more than 
three and a half years' efforts attend- 
ed with very little success ? Ah I 
dear friends, my heart sickens and 
shrinks at the recital of only a few 
hints that I must give you. As for 
a full detail Of affairs as they have 
been represented to me by an eye- 
witness, I must leave that for stouter 
hearts, if indeed any are to be found 
stout enough for the task. Would 
that I could tell you that these chil- 
dren had be^n obtained by the free, 
mild and friendly consent of their 
parents, as has been the case with 
some that T have already in my 
school ; and that the children them- 
selves came freely and willing, too^ 
as did those : but alas ! no : revolt- 
ing, even horrifying as is the thought, 
I have got to think of the cruel sav- 
age war — the unexpected attack at 
night — the murder of aged ones and 
infants — the rough treatment of the 



that seems, to call for it. Different ij savage warriors as they were seizing, 
concurring causes prevented me from , binding, and dragging their helpless 



having a vacation in June, as was 
contemplated, but the vacation for 
the present month is so replete with 
auspicious incidents as to more th^n 
make up for the greater than usual 



victims away from their homes to 
the place of sale at the sea-side ;— 
and last — O, that I could turn away 
my thoughts and my pen from this 
scene — the slave ship ; the slave 



labor, instead of a vacation in June, i ship, more cruel than the savage war. 
Is^ The arrival of the three mis- , Do you ask what there can be that 
fiionaries and their wives happening ' I view as auspicious in all this } I 
at a time when 1 could come and s quickly answer, nothing in the cruel 
spend some time most agreeably |' war or the more cruel slave ship ! — 
with them, without loss to the school, ; But I think I see an auspicious Pro- 
is to me an unspeakable favor. And ;| vidence in causing our Mission Su- 
next, the opportunity which has just i| perintendent to be here, and myself 



offered of obtaining, in a very unex- 
pected way, a number of scholars 
for my school, which, added to the 
seven that I have, will amount to 
twenty-three. I mention this before 
giving any account of my school, as 
it has been, because it is of new oc- 
currence, and dwells most vividly in 
my thoughts. 

Do my friends at a distance al- 
ready begin to wonder by what 
means this female school is to be so 



to be here at the time that a slave 
ship has been brought into our har- 
bor, a prize to the U. S. sloop-of-war 
Yorktown, under the command of 
Capt. Bell, containing, when brought 
in, about seven hundred and fifty 
slaves ; out of these, I have felt it 
my duty to ask for a goodly number 
to place in my school, that I may 
have the privilege of teaching them 
the sacred principles of our holy re- 
ligion and the arts of civilized life. 



■ ,„ V.^ s- ■V. ' 
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Poor creatures ! how much they have 
suffered ! It seems to me that it will 
be delightful to cheer and comfort 
their minds, and make them feel at 
home when they shall have been 
landed, and to administer to their ne- 
cessities, so as to strengthen their 
emaciated bodies, as well as raise 
their dejected spirits. 

And now may I hope, that since 
we have felt it duty to ask for some 
of these poor creatures, to place 
them in a situation of improvement, 
our friends abroad, especially those 
who have always manifested- great 
interest for Africa, will be prompt 
in assisting to take care of them by 
contributing to their support in food 
and clothing, and books, as all must 
be well aware that immediate aid is 
needed. We could not let this op- 
portunity of doing good pass unheed- 
ed — surely it would have been sin 
if we had. — And now, dear friends, 
brethren and sisters, suffer me to en- 
treat you to cast off some of your 
superfluities, that you may the more 
easily relieve the sufferings of your 
poor fellow creatures. O, who would 
not like to have these, at the last day, 
rise up and call them blessed ! and 
to hear the righteous Judge, speak- 
ing in their behalf, say to them, " I 
was naked, and ye clothed me, 
hungry, and ye fed me, sick and in 
prison and ye visited and relieved 
me." O, there may you look for a 
reward of all your righteous acts 
and deeds of charity, though we 
cannot promise you any return in 
this life : but who that rightly con- 
siders the shortness and the change- 
ableness of time, and the durationTind 
immutability of eternity, would not 
choose to trust the Lord till the great 
day of reckoning, and then receive 
from Him a crown of glory that shall 
never fade away, rather than the 
gold and silver of this life ? 

Here will be an opportunity for 
appropriating many of the names of 



4 friends in America who have request^ 
ed their names to be given to pupils 
here ; and may we not look for those 
friends to care especially for their 
namesakes ? Yes, I know we may. 
The proofs of such regard already 
given, warrant us to expect an in- 
crease of attention now diat there is 
an increase of demand for it. 

I have left but little to mention of 
the present state of my school. I 
will just give a general view in few 
words : my school, at the close of 
the term, consisted of about thirty 
scholars, in regular attendance ; some 
others came irregularly, whose names 
I did not record. During the four 
or five months of sister Moore's ill 
health, I had from fifty to fifty-eight. 
They have been progressing as well 
as, perhaps, we might expect in the dif- 
ferent branches of orthography, read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
and grammer. The native children 
all can read, with help and spelling, 
in the Bible. 

In conclusion let me ask the 
prayers as well as pecuniary aid of 
Christian friends, for myself and my 
school. 

A. WILKINS. 

CONCLUSION. 

No human being can have read 
the above affecting communications 
without feeling intensely for the sub- 
jects of them — the re-captives, Man, 
unhardened man, is made susceptible 
of powerful sympathy in the oppres- 
sion and sufferings of his fellows, 
when the tale of their woes is brought 
from credible sources to his ear. Not 
to do so, when the truth is transmit- 
ted to his understanding and heart, 
but to remain unmoved, with his 
hand and his purse unopened, argues 
a state of moral feeling, of mental in- 
duration, of which no one bught to 
be envious. 

Professed lovers of Africa and the 
Liberia Mission ? have you enquired 
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for motive, for moving incident, to' 
inspire yon with and prompt you to 
benevolence towards Africa ? your 
inquiries ought now to be consider- 
ed at an end. Have you asked for 
proper subjects of your benevolence ? 
you need ask no more. God, in his 
providence, has thrown upon their 
own shores, but within the reach of 
your liberality, upwards of 700 poor, 
emaciated, destitute human beings. 
They look up imploringly to the 
Christian world for anavengement 
of their wrongs. But the weapons 
.of your warfare should not be carnal ; 
you are not to render evil for evil. 



The condition — ^the physical, men- 
tal and spiritual condition— of the 
sufferers, asks you for the means 
with which they may be clothed and 
fed: it asks you for schools, for 
teachers, and for' the bible. What 
say you ? Will you, through the 
above letters, come and look on their 
wants, and then pass on, leaving 
them to the charity and benevolence 
of others ? The resolution of this 
question rests with you, but the final 
account with God. Act with de- 
cision and promptness, holding that 
account in view. 



JD<0patc()e» fvom gibttla. 



Monrovia, Liberia, 

February 10, 1846. 
R.BT. AKD Dear Sir: — ^I embrace the opportuni- 



time, and whose success with them, so ikr, has greatly 
exceeded my expectations: only two having died, an 
aged man and a young infant ; notwithstanding, in 



ty afforded by the re( urn of the brig **Kcnt" to Bal- addition to the ordinary concomitants of the fever, 
timore, to forward you a short letter. By the barque | most of them were very much troubled with diarrhea, 
"Pons," which sailed from this port about the 1st! in consequence, principally, of the use of bad water — 
«U., I sent you a hastily written sheet, in which I ac- it being difEcult at this season of the year always to 
knowledgcd the receipt of your two last letters to me. procure good water, especially at the settlements up 
During the last two months, my time has been very ! the river. I have not been able to visit them more 
much occupied, except when I have been so unwell as than four or five times. 

4o be compelled to rest. As you may readily suppose. Perhaps it may appear a litlle like egotism for m« 
the heavy weight of care and responsibility which de- to praise my own students, but I think I may truly 
▼olved on me by the arrival of the immigrants by the ■ say, that Mr. Smith possesses more remarkable talent* 
^* Roanoke," and the re-captured Africans by the for the practice of medicine, than any other young 
« Pona," was almost too much for me to bear. But, man whom I ever knew. His judgment is uncom- 
"with the blessing of a kind Providence, I am still alive ; monly good, and he is very studious, observant, and 
end, with the assistance of my students, I have been attentive. Mr. Roberts, however, will make the 
able to get along, in the discharge of my duties, much better surgeon. He has already performed several 
more successfully than I thought I should. I have, J important surgical operations. Only a few days ago, 
however, suffered very much, in consequence ofhaving ' 1 1 saw him amputate the leg of a man, who had re- 
l>een necessarily much exposed and fatigued, during chived a gunshot wound in the calf. He performed 
the uncommonly hot and dry weather which we have i every part of the operation himself-took the limb off 



liad for the last two months. 

In consequence of my feeble state of health, I have 



about four inches below the knee ; and I do not hesi- 
tate to assert, that I believe an amputation was never 



not been able to give as much attention to the late im- 'i before more neatly performed, in Liberia, 
migrants as I desired, especially to those who were ' Nearly all the late immigrants have been, more or 
cent up the river, soon after their arrival. But they I; less, sick ; some very sick; and a few of them arc still 
liave had every attention which was necessary j and ' | complaining. Six, in all, have died ; one of whom 
the bill of mortality will show that they have got '' was a very aged woman, and one a young unmarried 
elong as well, perhaps, in their sickness, as any other ' female, who obstinately refused to cat or drink any 
company who were ever sent to the colony. Those ' i thing, or to take any medicine, in consequence of 
of them who were located on the St. Paul's river, ! ' mortification and chagrin, produced by the develop- 
Mon after they arrived — two-thirds of the whole num- 1 mcnt of her unfortunate situation — in plain langoagCi 



ber— have been under the care of one of my students, j 
Mr, Jam«8 S. Smith, who haa been with them all the 

10 



an abortion. One of the other four was a man, who 
might have lived if he had not resolved to die. 
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have dispoied of all the re-captured Africans by 
the << Pons ; " and they hare been apprenticed by the 
Probate Court, under the provisions of a special act 
passed at the late session of the Legislature, except 
seventeen of them, the head men, whom I placed at 
New Oeoi^ia, under the care of some of their coun- 
trymen, the Congoes, who faithfully promised to take 
care of them, until they shall be able to take care of 
themselves. About sixty-five, in all, have died, since 
they arrived. Many of those who were very much 
emaciated when I received them, are now fine, 
healthy-looking boys ; and some of them have already 
made astonishing progress in acquiring a knowledge 
of the English language. 

Yours truly, 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 
Rev. W. McLain, 

See'y Jl. C. S. 



, Government House, 

MonroviOf Feb. 10, 1846. 

Sir : — By the brig Kent from Baltimore, which ar- 
rived here on the llth ultimo, I received your favor 
of the 13th November. 

The immigrants by the Roanoke are doing well ; 
most of them, under the skilful treatment of Br. Lu- 
genbeel, have passed safely through the acclimating 
process, and are making themselves comfortable on 
their farms. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to you the 
minutes of the last session of the Legislature. The 
subject of the nationality and independence of Liberia 
was freely discussed, and has been deferred, as you 
will find, by a resolution passed January 7, until 
further communications shall be received from the 
Board on the subject, when an extra session will be 
convened. I send you also a printed copy of the acts 
passed at the last session of the Legislature. 

You will be pleased to find that the Legislature 
took a decided stand against the sale of ardent spirits 
in the colony. The 7th section of an act regulating 
commerce and revenue, imposes such restrictions on 
dealers in spirituous liquors as will, in my opinion, 
amount almost to a prohibition. 

You will receive by this vessel accounts from the 
Colonial Warehouse for the quarter ending 31st 
December last. General Lewis will write to you ful- 
ly respecting the increased amount of business he has 
to attend to on account of the U. S. Grovernment: 
within the last few months, it has so increased as to 
allow him but little time to attend to any tiling else ; 
Indeed, he thinks it impossible for him to discharge 
properly the duties without more help. This, at 
present, cannot be afibrded with the smaU amount re- 
ceived from the government for the use of the store 
and the services of a store-keeper. 

In my last letter I informed you that I would have 
the power of attorney from the Rex family executed 
i» presence of Captain Bell, of the U. S. ship York- 



town ; but on his return to this place from the leeward, 
he informed me his ship was ordered to the Medi- 
terranean, and that he would not probably be in the 
United States till late in 1847, consequently his at- 
testation was not obtained. Herewith you will re- 
ceive a second power of attorney, with a statement 
from the parties in proof of their identity, executed 
in presence of Captain Gavet, of the brig Kent of 
Baltimore. Should this document not prove satis&c- 
tory to the court, I have but little hope of their ever 
getting their money. I am, however, authorized to 
say to you, that should this second efibrt prove un- 
successful, they will defray the expenses of any one 
who will come to Liberia to establish their identity. 

The sloop Economy sailed on the 9th ultimo, with 
a full and suitable cargo of merchandise, in charge of 
two commissioners, who are authorized to contract, if 
possible, for all the unpurchased territory lying be- 
tween Grand Bassa Point and Grand Cesters. Since 
their departure I have not heard directly from them, 
but have every reason to believe fliatthey are succeed- 
ing pretty well. I will give you the earliest informa- 
tion of their success. 

I have selected a site on the north bank of the St. 
Paul's river, above Caldwell, for the Kentucky emi- 
grants, and will do all in our power to have our ar- 
rangements perfected, so as to be able to locate them 
immediately on their farms. 

I hope by this opportunity to be able to send you a 
copy of the treaty concluded between the chiefk of 
Grand Cape Mount and the British Government, for 
the suppression of the slave trade. Captain Brisbome, 
of Her Majesty's brig Lame, called in here a day or 
two ago, and promised to furnish me with a copy of 
the instrument, but as yet I have not received it. The 
British Government, however, sets up no claim to the 
territory; indeed, disclaims any interference under 
the deed procured by Mr. Cauot, with the assistance 
and influence of Mr. Segram. 

Cannot the Government be induced to give us a few 
stand of U. S. muskets? They are much needed in 
some of our frontier settlements ; second-hand ones 
would answer our purpose. It is now matter of re- 
gret, that we are not able to furnish the last immi- 
grants with sufficient arms to protect themselves, in 
the event of any incursion upon them by the natives. 
The Kentucky emigrants, if placed by themselves, 
will also require such protection. 

Will you not renew your application for boats? 
Those we have wiU soon be unfit for use. Surely it 
is^not the intention of the U.S. Government to aban- 
don us and their own interests on this coast. 
I am, dear sir, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. J. ROBERTS. 

Rev. W. McLaim, 

Sec^y JJ. C. &, 

Washinfton City, 
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Toiht Iu>norable, the membert of the 
Legislature : — 

Gbntlemen : — At the commence- 
meat of another session of the Legis- 
lature, it becomes my duty to in- 
form you of the state of public affairs 
— to communicate to you what may 
have occurred during the past year, 
and to recommend for your consider- 
ation such measures as appear to me 
to be expedient or necessary, and 
which shall be calculated to in- 
crease the happiness of our fellow 
citizens, and advance the prosperity 
of our common country. 

I cannot refrain, gentlemen, from 
reminding you how signally Al- 
mighty God has hitherto prospered 
us, and with what success all our 
efforts have been crowned. It is 
pleasing to look upon the past his- 
tory of these colonies, and to con- 
template the goodness of an over- 
ruling Providence in our behalf. 
From the first settlement of that little 
band of patriots, who, in 1822, in 
seaich of a country and a home, a 
place where they might enjoy the 
blessings of political freedom, the 
privileges of civil liberty, and that 
social intercourse for which man is 
so happily constituted — established 
themselves on this barbarous coast, 
under circumstances the most em- 
barrassing and discouraging, far from 
the haunts of civilized man — the 
ruthless slave trader excepted — un- 
aided and unprotected by any civi- 
lized government, surrounded by 
barbarous and savage tribes, war- 
like and treacherous in their in- 
tercourse with strangers ; and under 
the influence of the more perfidious 
slave dealer. Still they hoped by a 
strict neutrality to cultivate the 
friendship of the natives ; and, if 
possible, to fix an asylum for them- 
selves and their children, arid found 
here a free, sovereign and indepen- 
dent state. But, notwithstanding 



every effort on their part to main* 
tain a good understanding with their 
savage neighbors, they soon found 
themselves surrounded with difficult 
ties of the most appalling character. 
The detestable slavers, fearing for 
the success and continuance of their 
vile traffic, should a Christian colony 
be established here, used every art 
in their power to alienate the affec* 
tions of the natives, and to excite 
them to actual hostilities against the 
colony ; in which they succeeded too 
well. And the colonists soon found 
themselves involved in a cruel and 
unnatural war ; and, to all human 
appearance, a war of extermination ; 
rapine and murder stared them full 
in the face, and to avert the impend- 
ing storm seemed impossible; a 
mere handful of isolated beings op- 
posed to a host of mercenary sava- 
ges — their ruin appeared inevitable. 
God, however, had ordained it other- 
wise ; and by a special interposition 
of His providence, delivered them 
from their perilous situation. And 
if any people under Heaven have 
cause to render up thanks to the 
Great Governor of the universe, for 
parental care and protection extended 
to them in all the trials and difficul- 
ties to which thev have been, from 
time to time, exposed, it is certainly 
the people of Liberia. Through the 
whole course of their eventful career, 
the superintendence of an overruling 
Providence, in their behalf, has been 
clearly visible. Under the fostering 
care of the American Colonization 
Society, the colony has continued to 
increase in population, intelligence, 
wealth and importance ; '^ a little one 
has become a thousand,^' and is 
now attracting the attention of the 
civilized world. It therefore be- 
comes us, in entering once more 
upon the duties of legislation, hum- 
bly to acknowledge our dependence 
upon Him; who is infinite in wisdom 
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and power, as our guide and protec- 1 Brilain for the success of every en- 
tor ; and to implore a continuance of terprise, which has for its object the 



His watchfuhiess over the affairs of 
these colonies. 

We have continued cause for the 
expression of our gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, that another year finds 
us in the enjoyment of the blessings 
of peace, law, order and religion ; 
that the health of our fellow citizens 
has been preserved ; that the earth 
has yielded abundant fruits to the 
labors of the husbandman ; that, 
notwithstanding the interruptions to 
trade, new activity has been irapart- 



civilization and welfare of Africa, 
and (certainly none has greater claim 
than the American Colonization So- 
ciety,) the deep sympathy entertained 
for this infant colony, and the hope 
that the prosperity of Liberia may 
not in any way be impeded ; — I ear- 
nestly hoped that, before this time, 
these unpleasant difficulties would 
have been amicably arranged and 
settled, and the influence and pros- 
perity of the colony, in that quarter, 
no longer retarded. In this, howev- 



ed to commerce; and that every i er, 1 have been painfully disappoint- 
department of the government seems , ed ; and it is matter of deep regret, 
to be going on well and prosperously, | that during the past year new diffi- 



excepting only the unsettled state of 
our affairs in regard to the jurisdic- 
tion of the colony, and the restric 



I culties, of a more dangerous and 
alarming character^ have arisen. 
I Gentlemen, it is with extreme re- 



tions imposed by Great Britain, gret that I find myself called upon to 
denying to us the power to exercise ; communicate to you the circumstance 
fiovereign and independent rights. |i of a most unrighteous and unwarrant- 
At present, this subject is every !! able aggfression, committed by one of 
where engaging public attention ; Her Britannic Majesty's cruisers on 
and you, gentlemen, have met to- the commerce of these colonies, 
getlier at a most interesting period. ., In April last, a cutter from Her 
The position assumed by Great Bri-i Majesty's brig **Lily,'' Captain 
tain in regard to these colonies, i Newton, entered the harbor of Grand 
places us in a situation both singular Bassa, and in the face of a number of 
and portentous ; and which calls, the citizens of that place, seized the 
with peculiar importunity, not less , colonial schooner "John Seys,'' 
for a disposition on your part to [ owned by S. A. Benson, of Bassa 
unite in all those measures on which I Cove ; and, without communicating 



the safety and prosperity of these 
colonies depend, than for the exer- 
cise of that wisdom and firmness 
that have hitherto marked your de- 
liberations on all grave and impor- 
tant subjects connected with the pub- 
lic weal. 

The documents containing the 
correspondence relative to the juris- 
diction of this government over 
certain territory in Grand Bassa 
country, were laid before the Legis- 
lature, at its last session. And, in 
view of the assurances, communi- 
cated by Commodore Jones, of Her 
Majesty's ship ** Penelope," of the 
deep interest which is felt in Great 



with the shore, proceeded to sea with 
the vessel. The boat was recognized 
by the spectators as belonging to Her 
Majesty's service, but how to account 
for this strange and mysterious pro- 
ceeding no one could possibly divine ; 
1 why they should seize a colonial 
; vessel, in our own waters, lying a 
short distance from the shore, re- 
ceiving cargo of trade goods under 
the immediate inspection of the col- 
lector of the port, with regular pa- 
pers on board, and the colonial flag 
flying— was truly unaccountable. 

Many conjectures were started — 
some supposed she had been seized 
U in consequence of the detention of 
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come goods, a few days before, by 
the collector, to secure the harbor 
dues of an English vessel, which 
the supercargo had refused to pay ; 
others thought it impossible that she 
had been seized on any such pretense 
— as no complaint had been made to 
the authorities, and that the property 
of private individuals would not be 
seized for the acts of public officers. 
In a few days, however, it was an- 
nounced, not officially, that she had 
been seized on suspicion of being 
engaged in the slave trade and had 
been ordered to Sierra Leone for ad- 
judication. I have since learned, 
that after a critical examination be- 
fore the Vice Admiralty Court at 
Sierra Leone, she has been fully ac- 
quitted. But what is exceedingly 
remarkable, by some fiction of law 
unprecedented in the annals of admi- 
ralty proceedings, totally inconsistent 
with the rules laid down by Mr. 
Brown, an eminent lawyer, and per- 
haps the ablest writer on admiralty 
proceedings in England, the claimant 
is required to pay the captor's costs. 
Can any thing be more unjust and 
oppressive, to seize a man's property, 
subject him to a loss of several thou- 
sand dollars by crippling his opera- 
tions, accuse him of a most heinous 
crime, and then, notwithstanding the 
total absence of all proof to sustain 
the charge, he should be required to 
pay his accuser's costs, amounting to 
upwards of ten hundred dollars. 
This i\rr. Benson promptly, and in 
my opinion very properly, refused 
to pay. 

It is rumored, that hor captors 
have assumed the position, that the 
Liberia settlers do not possess sove- 
reign and independent rights ; there- 
fore are not authorized to establish a 
national flag ; and that the ** John 
Seys" is now detained on the grounds 
of her want of national character. 
Now, if this be true — which I am 
loth to believe — it shows conclusive- 
iy, that the real cauie which led to 



the seizure of that vessel, has not 
been avowed. The subject, how- 
ever has been fully and formally 
represented to Her Majesty's govern- 
ment, where 1 have no doubt it will 
receive attention, and that Mr. Ben- 
son will obtain full satisfaction and 
indemnification for the heavy losses 
he has sustained. Truly, gentlemen, 
this whole affair is perfectly outrage- 
ous, and has operated more power- 
fully to retard the influence and pros- 
perity of these colonies, than any 
thing we have hitherto been called 
to suffer ; and I can only recommend 
a patient endurance and a firm reli^ 
ance on Him, who by his own hand 
has planted us here, and who, I firm- 
ly believe, will protect and sustain 
these colonies, and will deliver them 
from the machinations of wicked and 
designing men. It is gratifying, how- 
ever, that notwithstanding we have 
suffered much, in consequence of the 
improper interference of a few 
worthless traders, and some disre- 
spect and even oppression from ano- 
ther quarter, still, in the general, our 
intercourse with British officers has 
been of the most friendly character, 
and, with one or two exceptions, they 
have uniformly treated us kindly and 
respectfully ; and I believe many of 
them feel a lively interest in the suc- 
cess and prosperity of these cojonies, 
and would not be guilty of any con- 
duct calculated to hinder or impede 
their progress. 1 confess, gentlemen, 
that I am too firmly persuaded in fa- 
vor of the philanthropy, magnanimity 
and benevolence of the British peo- 
ple, to entertain for a moment the 
idea — that the improper interference 
of British officers toward these colo- 
nies will be sanctioned or tolerated 
by the British Government. It is 
totally inconsistent with her strong 
professions of sympathy and friend- 
ship for the colored race in genera], 
and for Africa in particular. Her 
statesmien and naval officers have 
united in the opinion, that the civili- 
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zation and christianization of Africa 
herself, is the only effectual remedy 
for the gigantic horrors of the slave 
trade : — and what means, I would 
ask, is better calculated to effect this 
great object, than Christian colonies 
planted along this coast ? This colo- 
ny, though in the infancy of its exis- 
tence, has already done more to sup- 
press that infamous traffic than all 
the armed squadrons that have been 
sent to this coast — and if not inter- 
rupted, it promises to do more to 
civilize and christianize Africa, than 
is now being done by the whole civi- 
lized world besides. How then can 
we suppose that Great Britain will 
pursue a policy so utterly destructive 
to our dearest and fondest hopes ? 
No, gentlemen, such a course would 
place the theories and principles of 
British philanthropy and benevo- 
lence, to the colored race, in a very 
rare light indeed. Commodore Jones, 
in an official communication, has 
assured us ^ that the rights of pro- 
perty on this coast, as they may ap- 
pear to be acquired by purchase, will 
be fully recognized," — this is all we 
ask—our claim to the territory of 
Grand Bassa, has never been ques- 
tioned : the natives received a fair 
and full compensation for the lands — 
and we have now established there 
three settlements numbering several 
thousand American settlers, and no 
less than ten thousand of the aborigi- 
nal inhabitants who have incorpora- 
ted themselves with the colonists, 
and are now citizens of Liberia. 
What then can possibly justify Cap- 
tain Newton in the seizure of a colo- 
nial vessel in her own waters ? No 
principle in national law, I presume, 
is better understood than this — that 
the banks of the sea belong to the 
people that possess the country of 
which it is a part, and that the ports 
and harbors are manifestly a depen- 
dence, and even a part of the country 
'-"«nd, consequently, are the proper- 
ty of the nation : this principle I hold 



to be incontrovertible. If so, then. 
Captain Newton, with as much pro- 
priety, might have landed a force at 
the settlements of Edina and Bassa 
Cove, or even at Monrovia, and en- 
tered the dwellings and ware-bouses 
of the citizens, and seized property 
deposited there, as to have entered 
the harbor of Grand Bassa, under any 
pretense whatsoever, and seized a 
colonial vessel. But we are told that 
Liberia is not a recognized state — 
therefore not entitled to the consider- 
ation and respect of forei^rn nations. 
This doctrine, you remember, gentle- 
men, is held by Commodore Jones, 
in that memorable communication 
in which he remarks — founded evi- 
dently upon the relations subsisting 
between these colonies and the 
American Colonization Society — 
^ that the rights of imposing custom 
duties and limiting the trade of for- 
eigners by restrictions, are sovereign 
rights which can only be exercised 
by sovereign, independentstates with- 
in their own recognized borders and 
dominions, and this description does 
not yet apply to Liberia, which is 
not recognized as a subsisting state, 
even by the government of the coun- 
try from which its settlers have emi- 
grated." You are aware that this 
subject has been agitating the public 
mind, now for more than twelve 
months, and has been the theme of 
many warm and animated discussions 
throughout the commonwealth. The 
Legislature, at its last session, submit- 
ted the question to the consideration 
of the Board of Directors of the Co- 
lonization Society. The Society, at 
its annual meeting, in January last, 
adopted certain resolutions — which 
will be laid before you — ^referring the 
whole matter (they could do nothing 
more) to the citizens of Liberia, lea vr 
ing it with them to determine 
whether, in their opinion, the time has 
arrived to change their relations with 
the Society. If so, they will interpose 
no objections, nor indeed could they. 
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Now, how far Commodore Jones' 
remarks will apply to Liberia, is a 
matter of some consideration. For 
my own part, I am decidedly of opin- 
ion, that the Commonwealth of Libe- 
ria, notwithstanding its connection 
with the Colonization Society, is a 
sovereign, independent state — fully 
competent to exercise the powers of 
government — certainly such as per- 
tain tp its municipal regulations — 
those of levying and imposing duties 
on imports, and regulating the trade 
of foreigners within its own pur- 
chased dominions. 

That the government of Liberia 
is anomalous, bearing little or no 
analogy to any other, either ancient 
or modern — and to foreigners ex- 
ceedingly paradoxical — may be true ; 
but at the same time, it does appear 
to me, that by the^xercise of a little 
sober reflection, this seeming para- 
dox can be easily reconciled. The 
humane and benevolent objects of 
the Colonization Society in estab- 
lishing and fostering these colonies, 
are well known to all civilized na- 
tions ; and, perhaps, nowhere better 
understood than in England. When 
the scheme of African colonization 
was first conceived, this difficulty met 
the Society at the very threshhold. 
As a\i association of private indivi- 
duals, they knew well that they could 
not take upon themselves the power 
of government; but to organize a 
government was absolutely neces- 
sary; and, as the emigrants were 
totally inexperienced in such matters, 
it was not expedient for them, nor 
in fact did they Wish, unaided, to as- 
sume the responsibility. A line of 
distinction, however, was readily 
drawn. In consideration of certain 
aid granted to the colonists by the 
Society, the citizens of Liberia, as 
an infant republic, entered into a 
league or compact with the Society, 
confiding to them the management 
of certain external concerns ; re- 
serving to the government of the co- 



lony whatever regarded its internal 
or municipal affairs. 

In this, no surrender of sovereign- 
ty, as a body politic, was ever con- 
templated by the Liberians, or so 
understood by the Society. Indeed 
it was impossible in the very nature 
of things. Such a surrender, to a 
company of private individuals, not 
possessing political power, would in 
itself have been a nullity. The co- 
venant was only in . the nature of a 
treaty or agreement, which had no 
other sanction than the will of the 
parties ; and admitted of no coercive 
power to enforce obedience. Each 
member of the compact could ex- 
pound its meaning, and should the 
government of Liberia differ with th& 
Society about the construction of any 
clause, there is no umpire but the» 
citizens of these colonies, who in 
good faith, may at pleasure dissolve 
that compact. This could not be 
the case if this colony was a depen- 
dence, in the legal acceptation of that 
phrase. The Society can advise, 
but it can execute nothing ; all power 
of government is vested in the people 
here. But what seems most difficult 
to be understood in our organization, 
and which is constantly seized upon 
as a proof of the dependence of Li- 
beria is, that the chief executive offi- 
cer of the government is appointed 
and paid by the Colonization Socie- 
ty ; and that all laws enacted by the 
Liberian Legislature, shall be subject 
to a revocation of the Society. That 
an arrangement so novel and without 
precedent should, in its operations, 
experience some jarrings, is not sur- 
prising ; nor is it a matter of much 
astonishment that foreigners, at first 
view, should consider it complicated 
and perplexing. In fact it is not 
fully understood by many of our 
own citizens. For my own part, I 
really cannot see anything in the ar- 
rangement so incomprehensible ; nor 
do I believe that others, if they will 
examine the subject closely, ^will 
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find anything in it incompatable 
with the sovereignty of Liberia. 

Immediately on landing upon these 
shores, after securing from the abo- 
riginal inhabitants a title to the lands, 
effected through the benevolent aid 
and instrumentality of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, and held by them in 
trust for the government about to be 
established. The first company of 
immigrants formed themselves into 
a body politic, susceptible of obliga- 
tions and laws — organized a go- 
vernment regular in all its parts, 
without any political dependence on 
foreign power. But distrustful of 
their own competency to carry out 
fully the ends of good government, 
they entered into an agreement, 
which is incorporated into the sta- 
tutes of the commonwealth, accept- 
ing the assistance of an officer, to be 
appointed and paid by the Coloniza- 
tion Society, to aid them in the ad- 
ministration of government; and, at 
the same time, feeling themselves 
unqualified to discharge properly the 
duties of legislation, and wishing to 
guard against the danger of enforcing 
unjust and oppressive laws, subver- 
sive of the rights and liberties of the 
people, which they feared might 
prove destructive to their future 
hopes, they agreed to submit all laws 
by them enacted to the approval of 
the Colonization Society. And 
what, I ask, is there in this arrange- 
ment to destroy, or in any way 
impair, the sovereignty of Liberia ? 
It is well known that the Society 
could originate no laws, much less 
enforce obedience. They could re- 
commend measures, but it remained 
for the people of Liberia, if they 
thought proper, to adopt them. Nor 
was this agreement expected to 
continue longer than the people of 
these colonies felt themselves in need 
of such aid. I presume it will be 
conceded by all, that every nation 
may order the affairs of their own 
government according to Uieir own 



pleasure ; nor will it be denied, that 
the powers of every country are re- 
gulated by the general law, to which 
all have consented ; and that every 
people are, by God and nature, left 
to the liberty of regulating those 
matters according to their own pru- 
dence or convenience. Upon these 
fundamental principles, the people 
of Liberia thought proper to delegate 
certain powers to the American Co- 
lonization Society; I therefore in- 
sist, it is their own business, and no 
other government has any right to 
interfere with it. 

What, may 1 enquire, induced that 
little band of patriots, who composed 
the ship Elizabeth's company — the 
pioneers in this noble enterprise, to 
expatriate themselves — to abandon 
forever the land of their nativity— 
and to establish tRemselves on this 
distant coast, but to found here a 
state, a free, sovereign and indepen- 
dent state, where they could enjoy 
equal laws and the privileges of civil 
and religious liberty ? 

And, gentlemen, were not you, 
and the thousands of our fellow citi- 
zens who have followed them, ac- 
tuated by the same feelings of inde- 
pendence and love of freedom ?— 
Oppressed and denied the privileges 
of free men in the United States, 
you sought an asylum here; here 
you expected to find in operation a 
government, the germ of a free re- 
public : and I maintain, we have not 
been disappointed. 

For more than twenty years, the 
commonwealth of Liberia, regularly- 
organized, with legislative, executive 
and judicial departments, has been 
governing itself by its own authority 
and laws ; laws just and equal, pro- 
tecting alike the property of strangers 
and citizens. British subjects have 
availed themselves of the protection 
guaranteed to foreigners by our laws ; 
they have sought and obtained re- 
dress in the tribunals of the colony— 
and will they now turn uponus^ and 
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say those proceedings were extra ju- 
dicial ? That the officers of the co- 
lony, during this long period of time, 
have been sitting in judgment and 
passing sentence, divested of judicial 
power, disrobed of official authority ? 
This, indeed, would be placing us 
in no very enviable position. For, 
on that supposition, every instance 
of capital punishment that has taken 
place in the colony has been a mur- 
der — every arrest an unlawful as- 
sault — every imprisonment a false 
imprisonment — and every seizure of 
property, to enforce the payment of 
debt, a trespass. Nor could any 
grant or declaration of independence 
exert a retrospective influence, and 
make these acts to have been legal. 
I am happy, however, in the convic- 
tion that the officers of this govern- 
ment have not so far committed 
themselves. 

I maintain, that they have been 
acting solely upon the authority and 
laws of the commonwealth of Libe- 
ria, as an independent state — not 
using the sovereignty of any other 
state or people, for the purposes of 
civil government : as Sierra Leone, 
for .instance, uses British sovereign- 
ty for that purpose. 

For more than twenty years the 
flag of Liberia has been floating 
upon every breeze along our coast, 
known and respected by the armed 
vessels of every nation — and until 
now, excepting the occasional vio- 
lence of slavers and pirates, has pro- 
tected our little marine from outrage. 
A new discovery, however, has been 
made — that Liberia is not a sovereign, 
independent state, therefore her ports 
and harbors may be violated, and 
her commerce destroyed with impu- 
nity. 

No member of this community 
ean remain indiffierent at this critical 
crisis. The alleged want of sove^ 
reignty of this commonwealth, in 
eensequence of its connection with 
iIm American Colonization Society, 



is a subject of deep interest, and I 
am happy to find that our citizens 
are fully awake to its importance, 
and have not been backward in ex- 
pressing their opinions freely. On 
the one hand, it is strongly urged^ 
that an immediate change in our re- 
lations with the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, and a formal declara- 
tion of independence, are absolutely 
necessary to relieve us from our pre- 
sent embarrassments : on the other, 
it is strenuously insisted such a 
course would be premature and in- 
expedient. So far as independence 
is concerned, that is, to commence 
now, I am decidedly of opinion that 
no action is necessary. Nothing 
will meet our wants but an acknow- 
ledgment that Liberia has been an 
independent state from the begin- 
ning : fully authorized to administer 
civil government, which is a part of 
sovereignty, and which, upon all 
sound principles of national law, 
cannot be denied to her — for the de- 
pendence of these colonies upon the 
American Colonization Society, can 
only be viewed as a pecuniary, and 
not a political clependence. 

But we are told that '^ Liberia is 
not recognized as a subsisting state, 
even by the government of the coun« 
try from which its settlers have emi- 
grated 2 " this is certainly true. But 
what, may I inquire, has our recog- 
nition, by that or any other govern- 
ment, to do with the sovereignty of 
Liberia as an independent state ? 

This colony, as is well known, 
never was a dependence of the Uni- 
ted States — nor do its citizens owe 
any allegiance to that government — 
certainly none on the grounds of 
having emigrated from that country, 
for in the United States the right of 
expatriation has been solemnly re- 
cognized by the supreme judicial 
authority of the government. 

I know that die ideas of gentle- 
men of the first rank in our commu- 
nily in point of understanding and 
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ability, have been somewhat confused 
on this subject of independence. 
We have associated the idea, that 
colonies have always commenced 
their existence in a state of political 
subjection to, and dependence on, 
their mother country : and for that 
reason, could not be sovereign states, 
nor exercise the powers of sovereign- 
ty till that dependence terminated. 
Hence we often talk as if Liberia need- 
ed to go through the same operation. 
But Liberia never was such a colony : 
«he never was in that state of politi- 
cal dependence ; and, therefore, needs 
no such process in order to become 
a sovereign state. Were this a re- 
volting province or colony, the case 
would be different: then, as Mr. 
Wheaton remarks, ** until the inde- 
pendence of the new state has been 
acknowledged, either by the for- 
eign state where its sovereignty is 
drawn in question, or by the govern- 
ment of the country of which it was 
before a province, courts of justice 
and private individuals are bound to 
consider the ancient state of things 
as remaining unaltered." But you 
perceive, gendemen, this does not 
apply to Liberia in any respect, 
which is not a province of any go- 
vernment in Africa, nor a dependence 
on any foreign state. We are here 
a society of men holding no alle- 
giance to any other government — 
•* united together to procure our mu- 
tual safety and advantage,'' under a 
government emphatically our own — 
" conducting our own affairs and in- 
terests — deliberating and taking reso- 
lutions in common," and as such are 
entitled to consideration and respect. 
Mr, Vattel says: — "Since men are 
naturally equal, and their rights and 
obligations are the same as proceed- 
ing from nature, nations composed 
of men, considered as so many free 
persons living together in the state 
of nature, are naturally equal, and re- 
ceive from nature the same obliga- 
tions and rights. Power or weak- 



ness does not in this respect produce 
any difference. A dwarf is as much 
a man as a giant — a small republic 
is as much a sovereign state as the 
most powerful kingdom." 

It would be exceedingly gratifying 
to me, gentlemen, to be able to give 
you some idea of the state of public 
feeling in England, in regard to these 
colonies — but I have no data upon 
which to found any correct opinion. 
I question, however, whether w« 
are fully informed respecting the real 
causes which have led to our present 
difficulties. I cannot believe that the 
British people are ignorant of the 
relation subsisting between these co- 
lonies and the American Colonization 
Society — they are too familiar with 
the circumstances which induced up 
to come to this country — and with 
the benevolent and philanthropic ob- 
jects of that Society — an institution 
standing alone^unaided by the Uni- 
ted States — not even chartered by 
that government — only sustained by 
the voluntary contributions of a 
Christian public. 

According to agreement, the So- 
ciety has furnished us annually cer- 
tain pecuniary aid — in consideration 
of which, it is understood, that so 
long as this agreement may continue, 
the citizens of Liberia will not enter 
into any league or compact with 
foreign nations. Under this arrange- 
ment, these colonies, for twenty 
five years, have been steadily advanc- 
ing — their progress, it is true, has 
not been very rapid — nor, indeed, 
under the circumstances, could it be 
expected. The people of Liberia 
have had to contend with difficulties 
unknown to any other people — but 
with a noble fortitude, grappling 
manfully with them, they determined 
to overcome, or die in the struggle— 
and, under God, they have succeeded 
beyond the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of their warmest friends. Still 
we are but a weak and almost de- 
fenceless community — without ade- 
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quate resources^with a revenue 
barely sufficient to meet the most 
pressing demands of government. 
At this crisis, we are called upon — 
in consequence of the position as- 
sumed by Great Britain in regard to 
the sovereignty of Liberia — to con- 
eider the propriety of changing our 
relations with the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

That some measures should be 
adoptee), which may possibly relieve 
us from our present embarrassments, 
is very clear — but how far it is ne- 
cessary to change our relations with 
the Colonization Society, for that pur- 
pose, is matter of deep consideration. 

I have considered this subject, 
gentlemen, with all possible attention, 
and with all the judgment I could 
possibly exercise on the occasion — 
and I am sure, with all the candor 
and impartiality which becomes an 
enquirer after truth ; but, I confess, 
I have not been able to discover any 
just grounds for the assertion con- 
tended for, that Liberia is not a sove- 
reign, independent state. And, in 
my opinion, it only remains for the 
Government of Liberia, by a formal 
act, to announce her independence 
— that she now is, and always has 
been, a sovereign, independent state 
— and that documents of this pro- 
ceeding, duly certified by the Colo- 
nization Society, be presented to the 
British, as well as other governments, 
and by that means obtain, from Great 
Britain and other powers, a just and 
formal recognition of the Government 
of Liberia. If this can be effected, 
it will at once place the sovereignty 
of Liberia beyond question, and the 
people of these colonies in a position 
to negotiate with foreign powers ; 
and, perhaps, as some gentlemen 
would persuade us, we may be able 
to obtain means to carry out more 
effectually the objects of government, 
md to develope more speedily and 
effectually the vast resources of this 
unexplored country. 



Gentlemen, in entering upon this 
subject the greatest caution should be 
observed — let us enter into no meas- 
ures hastily or unadvisedly — let 
every step be well considered — for, 
however lightly some may be dis- 
posed to treat this subject, it is one 
of vital importance to the future hap- 
piness of the people of Liberia. We 
should remember, with feelings of 
deep gratitude, the obligations we are 
under to the Colonization Society^ 
they have made us what we are, and 
they are still deeply interested in our 
welfare — and I firmly believe they 
will place no obstructions in the way 
of our future advancement and final 
success. 

It becomes us, therefore, to be 
careful to conduct our affairs in such 
a manner as will secure to us a con- 
tinuance of their co-operation and 
assistance. It will lest with you, 
gentlemen, to decide on the course 
to be adopted to meet this pressing 
exigency. Coming, as you do, from 
all parts of the commonwealth, you 
must, of course, be familiar with the 
views and sentiments of our fellow 
citizens, in regard to the indepen- 
dence and nationality of Liberia; and 
in forming your decision, I feel that 
you will, with an unerring regard 
to the rights of your constituents, 
weigh and compare every considera- 
tion connected with this important 
subject, and will adopt such meas- 
ures as will secure to Liberia what 
she has already attained, and as will 
be best calculated to advance the in- 
terest of her citizens. Gentlemen t 
I am happy to be able to inform you, 
that our relations with the surround- 
ing native tribes — excepting only a 
little restlessness on the part of the 
Fishmen at Bassa Cove — are of the 
most friendly character ; the just and 
benevolent system continued toward 
them has preserved peace, and is 
more and more advanciiig habits fa- 
vorable to their civilization and hap* 
piness. 
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It will be Ratifying to you to learn 
that the unpleasant difficulties, which 
threatened a serious rupture between, 
this government and certain chiefs 
in Grand Bassa, have been amicably 
adjusted and settled, and mutual con- 
fidence again restored. 

in conformity with an act of the 

• I 

last session of the Legislature, au- 
thorizing the purchase of certain ' 
territory in the Litde Bassa country ; 
— Messrs. Teage and Brown, duly ; 
commissioned, proceeded to Bassa, 
in February last, and succeeded in 
purchasing the remaining portion of 
that country, which secures to the ; 
commonwealth an unbroken line of 
coast from Digby to Grand Bassa 
point. We have also succeeded in 
extinguishing the native title to the 
entire Sinou country, which gives us 
at that point some forty miles of sea 
coast, and will be a great acquisition 
to the settlement of Greenville. In , 
both instances, the native tribes have 
not only ceded to the colony the 
right of soil, but have also, by a 
forrnal compact, surrendered to this 
government the supreme judicial au- 
thority and political jurisdiction and 
control over the persons and proper- 
ty of all within that territory — and, 
at their own special request, they 
have been permitted to incorporate 
themselves with the colonists, sub- 
scribe to the constitution and laws 
of the commonwealth, become citi- 
zens of Liberia, and as such are en- 
titled to the care and protection of 
this government. 

I have received propositions, from 
other tribes along the coast to cede 
to the colony their territory — and 1 1 
have commenced negotiations for two ! 
or three important tracts — but for i 
want of funds these arrangements 
have not been perfected. Rev. Mr. 
McLain, however, under date 6th 
June writes—^ We are succeeding 
well with the $15,000 subscription, 
having gotten the l2th thousand 
pledged. Some of it, however, is not 



payable before next year. You, 
however, may, I think, calculate 
certainly upon receiving in our fall 
vessel several thousand dollars' worth 
of goods for the purchase of territo* 
ry." This vessel arrived a few weeks 
ago with goods amounting to up- 
wards of three thousand dollars, to be 
devoted exclusively to that object— 
which will relieve us from this em- 
barrassment, and will enable us to 
make other valuable acquisitions of 
territory. 

At the particular request of the 
chiefs of New Cesters, I appointed 
a commission, some months ago, to 
proceed to that place to treat with 
the natives for the balance of their 
territory, and to perpetuate a claim 
we now hold to a certain tract in 
that . country, leased to . the colony- 
some years ago. I regret, however, 
to have to inform you that in conse- 
quence of the opposition of two or 
three chiefs, who are anxious to 
continue the slave trade — influenced 
and backed by the slavers establish- 
ed there — the commissioners returned 
without being able to accomplish any 
thing. I learn, however, that re- 
cently a considerable change has 
taked place in favor of a transfer — 
and that, in a few months, we shall be 
able to abolish, forever, from that 
point, the abominable traffic in hu- 
man flesh. 

It is unnecessary, gentlemen, for 
me to repeat here what has been so 
often reiterated, to impress upon you 
the importance of extending as ra- 
pidly as possible, the territory of the 
colony. I know that you fully con- 
cur with me that no time should be 
lost in connecting our settlements by 
extinguishing the native tide to all 
the territory lying between the ex- 
treme points of colonial jurisdiction 
— and I believe you will render all 
the assistance in your power to ac- 
complish this great object. 

I am aware that our eflforts to in- 
crease our territorial limits, and to 
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extend the jurisdiction of the com- 
monwealth over the territory in 
qaestion, have been severely criti- 
cised — that our motives have been 
impugned — and thstt we have been 
charged with an ambitious desire to 
monopolize the trade of the natives. 
This, however — as must be obvious 
to every one at all acquainted with 
the position of these colonies — is not 
the case. It cannot, however, be 
denied, that we are bound by every 
obligation of duty to attend to the 
interests of our fellow citizens, and 
by every means in our power to ad- 
vance their prosperity and happiness^ 
But the great objects at present 
to be attained are, first, to connect 
our possessions, by obtaining titles to 
the intermediate territory — and, sec- 
ondly, to relieve the government 
from the numerous impositions that 
have been practised by foreigners 
upon our revenue laws. It is known 
that foreigners have established fac- 
tories upon the very borders of 
some of our settlements, and have 
introduced goods, in large quantities, 
into the colony, upon which the 
tariff duties had not been paid — in- 
deed some have boasted of their dex- 
terity in eluding detection, and have 
avowed their determination to take 
advantage of every oportunity which 
may offer, to evade our laws. This 
we wish to correct ; for if this state 
of things continues, how is it possi- 
ble for the government to be sus- 
tained ? Another great object we 
have in view, in possessing ourselves 
of this territory, is the incalculable 
good that will accrue to the aboriginal 
inhabitants themselves — we wish to 
ttring them into a more . immediate 
connection with the colony, which 
will enable the government to exer- 
cise a salutary control over them, 
by "which means, habits of civiliza- 
tion can be more readily introduced 
among them, and many of their bar- 
barous and cruel customs at once 
abolished. 



Gentlemen, the subject of public 
schools will also claim your attention. 
That the present system of education 
in the colony is defective, and that 
some measures should be adopted to 
place it on a better footing, and 
which may make it more efficient, 
must be obvious to every gentleman 
^and I have no doubt you will give 
it that consideration which its impor- 
tance demands. 

I need not remind you, gentlemen, 
that knowledge is power, by whom- 
soever possessed — and that no free 
government can be maintained ex- 
cept by an enlightened and virtuous 
people. It is not enough that there 
be a few individuals of sufficient in- 
formation to manage public affairs. 
To the mass of the people, all rulers 
are immediately responsible for the 
faithful discharge of their official du- 
ties. But if the people be ignorant 
or incapable of judging correctly of 
their conduct and measures — what 
security can they have for their lib- 
erties ? It is certain, that if the peo- 
ple would retain in their own hands 
that which by nature they are enti- 
tled to, they must possess that know- 
ledge which is essential to its safe 
keeping and rightful exercise. Edu- 
cation must ever be the grand safe- 
guard of our liberties — the palladium 
of our political institutions — indeed, 
of all our rights and privileges. 

In every country where the mass 
of the people are best instructed, will 
be found the most liberty, the most 
virtue, and the most happiness-^and 
just in proportion to the want of in- 
struction, will be found oppression, 
poverty, vice, and wretchedness. 
Who, then, among us will set them- 
selves in opposition to the progress 
of mutual instruction ? or who in 
Liberia will not be willing to sacri- 
fice something for the education of 
our youth ? Convinced, gentlemen, 
of the deep interest you feel in thier 
subject, I deem it unnecessary to say 
more, or to recommend any measures 
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for your adoption, believing that you 
will do all in your power to further 
this great object. 

I would call your attention, gen- 
tlemen, to the propriety of making 
some arrangements by which the act 
entitled, "An act to provide for the 
support and employment of the poor," 
may be carried into operation. For 
want of funds, the necessary build- 
ings have not been erected, nor in 
fact have any of the provisions of 
that act been carried into effect ; con- 
sequently, the poor of the colony 
have not received that attention and 
those comforts which their circum- 
stances demand, and which was con- 
templated by the Legislature. We 
have in Liberia, as are to be found 
in all other countries, the aged and 
infirm ; and it is our imperative duty 
to see that they are provided for. 
I therefore hope that at the present 
session you will take this subject in- 
to serious consideration, and will 
adopt such measures as will meet 
the wants of the community, in this 
respect. 

The present system of the judici- 
ary of the colony will of course pre- 
sent itself to the contemplation of the 
Legislature. I am not aware, how- 
ever, of any important changes ne- 
cessary to be made. It will, never- 
theless, be worthy your considera- 
tion to determine the proportion the 
institution bears to the business it 
has to perform — you may also find 
it necessary to make some amend- 
ments or alterations in the rules re- 
gulating proceedings before certain | 
courts. Some differences of opinion, i 
in regard to the mode of commencing | 
actions and bringing defendants into 
court, have arisen between the Bench 
of the quarter court and some gentle- 
men of the Bar — which it would be 
well for the Legislature to define. 

Considering, gentlemen, that we 
have no regular troops, and that the 
militia is our only reliance for sudden 
emergencies, yon will doubtless ' 



think this institution worthy of a re- 
view, and will give it those improve- 
ments which you may find it suscep- 
tible of. I believe there vb but one 
opinion among the officers, in regard 
to our present system — they all agree 
that some alterations in the law regu- 
lating the militia of the colony, are 
absolutely necessary to make that 
only arm of public defence effective. 
That you may be better able to judge 
of the necessity of amendments, I 
have obtained from the officers of 
the militia a statement, which will 
be laid before you, of the present 
condition of the militia, and of such 
changes and improvements as, in 
their opinion, will place the militia 
of the commonwealth upon a better 
footing, and make it more efficient. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to recom- 
mend to your consideration the pro- 
priety of increasing the restriction 
imposed on dealers in spirituous 
liquors. I am aware that various 
opinions are entertained in regard to 
the propriety of legislating upon this 
subject. We are told that the unre- 
strained use of intoxicating drinks is 
a moral evil that should be coirected 
only by moral suasion, and not by 
legislative authority. This opinion, 
however, is evidently founded in 
error, and cannot possibly be sus- 
tained by any sound reasonings. For 
my own part, I am decidedly of 
opinion that tipling shops, in any 
community, are public nuisances, 
and should be deemed so by law. 
Their pernicious effects will be felt, 
more or less, in any community 
where they are established, and the 
sooner Liberia can rid herself of 
them the belter. I am persuaded, 
gentlemen, that you will do all in 
your power to suppress this unright- 
eous traffic. I would therefore re- 
commend, that the duty on all spirit- 
uous liquors imported into the colo- 
ny, be increased, at least 100 per 
cent., and that the license to retailers 
be not less than one hundred dollars. 
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Tbeg to call your attention to the 
propriety of adopting some special 
regulation in regard to the employ- 
ment and management of those lib- 
erated Africans who have been re- 
cently landed in the colony from the 
slave ship " Pons." They are most- 
ly young persons, who, if proper at- 
tention be paid to their training, may 
soon be brought into habits of civili- 
zation, and prove a great acquisition 
to the colony. Many of them have 
already been taken into the families 
of colonists, to be apprenticed at the 
next session of the Probate Court — 
under the act entitled " An act con- 
cerning apprentices," the provisions 
of which act amply secures to them 
good treatment and proper training. 
I would, however, recommend that 
suitable persons be appointed to the 
general guardianship of those appren- 
tices, whose duty it shall be to see 
them at stated times, to inquire res- 
pecting their treatment, and to see that 
the provisions of the act concerning 
apprentices are fully carried out in re- 
gard to them, and report their doings 
semi-annually to the Probate Court. 

I need not remind you that it is 
particularly your duty to consider the 
state of the public finances^ and to 
adopt such measures respecting them 
as exigencies may be found to require. 

The public buildings and other 
improvements, ordered by the Legis- 
lature at its last session, have pro- 
ceeded with as much activity as the 
past season and other circumstances 
would admit. The bridge in the 
settlementofMillsburg has been com- 
pleted : the work on the court house 
and jail, in the county of Grand 
Bassa, is going forward as rapidly as 
possible ; the market house in Mon- 
rovia, the walls of which are already 
up, we hope to have completed in a 
few weeks ; the guns ordered from 
Central Fort to Fort Norris Battery 
have been removed, and preparations 
are now being made to have them 
mounted without further delay. It 



is necessary, however, to state that 
the appropiations hitherto made have 
been found altogether insufficient : — 
a farther provision will therefore 
claim consideration. I have also to 
inform you, that in consequence of 
our limited means I have not been 
able to carry into effect the law au- 
thorizing the Executive to garrison 
Fort Norris. I have been quite im- 
pressed with the importance of the 
measure, and have made strenuous 
efforts to carry it into operation, but 
without success. In a recent consul- 
tation with the officers in regard to 
it, a plan has been suggested, by 
which a garrison can be maintained, 
which will answer all the purposes 
required, at a comparatively small 
expense to the government. - That 
plan will be laid before you ; and I 
beg to recommend it to your favor- 
able consideration. 

The accounts of the receipts and 
expenditures at the Commonwealth 
Treasury, during the year ending 
31st December last, being not yet 
made up, a correct statement will 
hereafter be laid before you ; in the 
mean time it is ascertained that the 
receipts have exceeded those of any 
former year. From the accounts re- 
ceived, I have been able to make up 
the following statement, which will 
give you some idea of the transactions 
at the treasury during the past year : 

Receipts : — Duties on imports, 
$5,853 ; Anchorage and light duty, 
S305 ; Licenses to colonial vessels, 
$28 ; Licenses to commission mer- 
chants, retailers and auctioneers, 
8834; Military and court fines, $2 12; 
Sale of public lands, $140; Sale of 
sundries at Central Fort, $78 ; De- 
posited by the Executor of D. John- 
ston's estate, $1,975; making a to- 
tal of $8,525. 

Disbursements : — Paid expenses 
of the Legislature for 1845, $378 ; 
Paid Lieutenant Governor Benedict 
for services in 1844, $300; Paid 
Judiciary Department, $918; Paid 
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for the support of prisoners, &c., 
$1,044; Paid for elections, $90; 
Paid expenses oflight-house and sig- 
nal master, $226; Paid pensions, 
$74 ; Paid for public unprovements, 
$2,486; Paid for territory, $457; 
Paid collectors and school teachers, 
$1,085; Paid balance due the estate 
of W. Savage, $263 ; Contingencies, 
$212; making a total of $7,536; 
leaving a balance in favor of the trea- 
«ury this day of $999. 

Gentlemen, in conformity with the 
11th section of an act entitled ^^ An 
act incorporating, bounding and regu- 
lating counties and towns," which 
provides that certain officers — speci- 
fied in said act — shall hold their re- 
spective appointments during two 
years only, unless reappointed to the 
same office ; and as the term for 
which they have been appointed 
will expire with the present fiscal 
year, it becomeis your duty at this 
session of the Legislature, to provide 
for said vacancies. In the discharge 
of this duty, I feel satisfied that you 
will not be governed b)'^ favoritism or 
partiality ; but with strict regard to 
the proper administration of public 
affairs,. you will appoint those per- 
sons to office, who, in your judg- 
ment, are best qualified to discbarge 
rigidly and faithfully the responsible 
duties with which they may be en- 
trusted. It affords me much pleasure 
— and I hope it will not be considered 
out of place here — to bear testimony 
to the zeal and fidelity which have 
characterized the conduct of those 
officers whose term of present ser- 
vice soon expires. Each in his ap- 
propriate sphere, as far as has come 
to my knowledge, has discharged the 
business which has been committed 
to him to the satisfaction of his fel- 
low citizens, and with much credit 
to himself. 

These, gentlemen, are the outlines 
of such matters respecting the state of 
public affairs which I have thought 
of importance to be submitted to your 



consideration. I do not mean to ar- 
rogate to myself the merit of the mea- 
sures thus recommended — that is 
due, in the first place, to the reflect- 
ing character ofour fellow citizens at 
large — they, in their sound discretion, 
have selected from among themselves 
those to whom they confide the du- 
ties of legislation : it therefore re- 
mains for you, gentlemen, who have 
been selected to judge of their expe* 
diency and practicability, and to adopt 
such only as in your wisdom may 
tend to perpetuate our republican 
institutions, and secure to our fellow 
citizens prosperity and happiness. 

Availing myself of this, perhaps 
the last occasion I shall have of ad- 
dressing the Legislature, I cannot 
omit the expression of my sincere 
gratitude for the eminent services 
you have cheerfully rendered me, in 
the discharge of my various official 
cjuties, and for the repeated evidences 
of confidence manifested to me, by 
yourselves and your predecessors, 
since my call to the administration. 

The same grateful acknowledg- 
ments are due to my fellow citizens 
generally, whose support has been 
ray great encouragement under all 
embarrassments. Indeed the steady 
character ofour fellow citizens — un- 
shaken by difficulties, in their love 
of liberty, obedience to law, and sup- 
port of the public authorities, in my 
mind, is a convincing proof of their fu- 
ture success and a sure guarantee of 
the permanence ofour infant republic. 

I beg to assure you, gentlemen, 
that in the discharge of your present 
duties you shall have my full co-op- 
eration in all measures calculated to 
advance the interests and happiness 
of our fellow citizens. It is my 
earnest prayer that Liberia may ex- 
perience a continuance of the Divine 
blessings, by which she has been 
hitherto so signally favored. 

J. J. ROBERTS. 
Government House, 

Monrovia^ Jan. 5, 1846. 
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We find the following very perti- 
nent remarks on this subject in the | 
XJrbana (Ohio) Gazette of a late 
date. They are timely and judi- 
cious. There is either very great 
ignorance among the colored people 
in regard to the real advantages to be 
gained by going to Liberia, or else 
there is a kind of infatuation in re- 
gard to their prospects in the United 
States. 

A short time since the colored 
people in Terre Haute, Indiana, and 
vicinity, selected one of their num- 
ber and appointed him their agent to 
go to Liberia and look at the coun- 
try, and return and report to them 
the state of the facts. We were 
pleased with this arrangement; it 
looked as if they intended to act in- 
telligently. But no sooner had the 
abolitionists heard of their plans, 
than they made a regular onset at 
him to prevent his going, declaring 
and resolving that if he went they 
would read him out of the confer- 
ence, in which he was a presiding 
elder, and otherwise disgrace him to 

11 



the extent of their ability. The 
consequence is, that for the present 
he has declined going. And yet 
this is done in a free state^ in this 
land of liberty and equal rights! 
Who can fail to draw an inference 
from their opposition to his going to 
Liberia merely to look cU it and re- 
turn ? What is that inference ? Why, 
manifestly, they were afraid of the 
result. They know that Liberia is 
a better place than they represented 
it. We demand investigation, scru- 
tiny, every thing that will test what 
we have done and what we propose to 
do : they are afraid to have it made ! 

As we understand it, these aboli" 
tionists^ who prevented Mr. Bevels 
from going to Liberia, were colored 
people ! 

There is another movement which 
deserves a thought in this con- 
nection. A meeting of colored citi- 
zens was held at Cleveland, Ohio, 
on Tuesday evening, last week, to 
consider certain propositions made 
by some of their number, for emi- 
grating to Oregon or California, to 
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set up a state for themselves, under 
the protection of the United States, 
with a view eventually of coming 
into the Union on an equal footing 
with the other states. The meeting 
was addressed hy several individuals, 
and the discussion grew so warm, 
and the feeling so strong against emi- 
gration, that the emigrating party 
withdrew from the meeting, and left 
the ground to their opponents. The 
result was, that resolutions were 
passed, declaring that in the present 
aspect of things, the condition of the 
colored race would not be improved 
by emigration; that they never 
would be able to obtain a territory 
in North America on the terms 
contemplated ; that colonization or 
general emigration is, and ought to 
be condemned by the colored peo- 
ple ; that the colored colonizationist, 
is as bad as the white colonizationist, 
iind that both ought to be condemn- 
ed ; and that the duty of the colored 
people is to stay in this country and 
continue to wage a moral warfare 
for their rights, trusting in the power 
of truth and the God of justice for a 
final Iriumph. The emigration party 
•eems to have been very small. 

We have not learned that the sub- 
ject of going to Liberia was distinct- 
ly before them. One thing, how- 
ever, is manifest from this and other 
proceedings of the colored people : 
there is a restlessness among them, 
' and a determination to make some 
•hange in their condition and pros- 
pects. The following article indi-. 
eates their only true policy : — 



Colonization. Great induce- 
ments are now offered to the colored 
people of this country to emigrate 
to Liberia. By a late act of the co- 
lonial legislature, a grant of land \a 
given to every colored man, and un- 
married colored woman, on their ar* 
rival in Liberia, without money and 
without price. They are also fur- 
nished . with a dwelling for six 
months, and every thing necessary 
to make them comfortable during 
that period. There is not a country 
in the world where greater advan- 
tages than these are held out to the 
industrious settler, and yet thousands 
upon thousands of the free colored 
population of this country would 
rather linger out a miserable and de- 
graded existence here than go to Li- 
beria, where they can enjoy advan- 
tages and privileges that will elevate 
them to the dignity of men, and which 
they never can expect to enjoy here; 
It seems to us that if our colored 
population could properly appreciate 
the blessings of freedom, and the 
great moral, political and social privi- 
leges they would enjoy in a country 
governed and regulated by laws of 
their own enactment, they would 
toil late and early to raise the means 
necessary to convey them to thisj 
land of promise ; but the great body 
of them are so blinded to their own 
best interests, that they will not con- 
sent to go, even when their expenses 
are paid. Nor is this to be wonder- 
ed at, when we know that there are 
men in almost every community* 
(who claim to be the exclusive 
friends of the colored population,) 
wh6 are industriously instilling these 
prejudices into their minds. In our 
opinion, that is a mistaken philan<» 
thropy which would induce the color- 
ed man to remain in a country where 
he is denied, and must forever be 
denied all the rights and privileges 
of a freeman. 
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Eleventh Annual Report of the Indiana 
Colonization Society at its Annual Meet* 
ingt December 17, 1845. 

The age in which we live is one of ex- 
pansive benevolence. The genial influence 
of our holy religion upon the heart, pleads 
tile cause of humanity in every bosom in 
which it holds a controlling influence : and 
we may confidently look to the Gospel, as 
the Divinely appointed instrument, which, 
in its directand legitimate workings, as *'the 
perfect Law of Liberty/* will, like the sun, 
pour down its illuminating and melting in- 
fluences upon our disordered world, until 
every source of human wretchedness shall be 
dissipated, and every moral "wilderness 
f^all rejoice and blossom as the rose." 

It is a source of peculiar pleasure to the 
American citizen to know, that the African 
slave trade, now so justly abhorred by the 
civilized world, is one in which, as a na- 
tion, we have never been concerned. 

While England is found, in 1 7 1 3, contract- 
ing with Spain for the " exclusive privilege" 
for thirty years,* of furnishing the Spanish 
West Indies with African slaves, and is 
monopolizing the trade on the coast of Africa, 
and in almost every port in the new world 
— crowding them upon the colonies of this 
country — almost every colony is found 
resisting '* the infernal trade'* to the utmost 
of its powers. Virginia, in 1702, imposed so 
heavy a tax upon the trafl^c, that for a time 
it was greatly diminished. But her laws 
were set aside by the over-ruling powers, 
and the trade renewed. Maryland, Virginia, 
and the Carolinas, each, petitioned the 
mother country for relief from the guilty 
trade. But to this very reasonable and hu- 
mane request, we hear the cold and heart- 
less reply, that " we cannot allow the colo- 
nies to check, or discourage, in any degree, 
a traffic so beneficial to the nation.*' 

Georgia also resisted in like manner, but 
with as tittle success. Gov. Oglethorpe re- 
marks, in reference to the subject: "My 
friend, and I settled the colony of Georgia, 
and by charter were established trustees. 
We determined not to allow slavery there, 
but the slave merchants and their adherents, 
occasioned us much trouble ; but at last the 



I Government sanctioned them.*' So univer* 
sal was the growing opposition to this inhu- 
man traH[ic throughout all the colonies, that 
at the flrst Congress^ in 1776, — among the 
first acts of the *^ United Colonies," or of' 
our nation, properly so considered, was . to 
resolve " that no slaves be imported into any 
of the thirteen United Colonies." 

Before the independence of the States, or 
before our existence as a nation, we could 
not be held accountable for that which w« 
were unable to prevent, or over which w« 
could exercise no control ; hence we are in 
justice bound to date our connexion with 
slavery, as a nation, with the Declaratioii 
of our Independence-Hi period of aboyt six- 
ty-nine years. Nor shall we enter any 
plea or apology for the existence of this evil, 
when our federal constitution was formed* 
For we came into being as a nation, with 
the institution of slavery among us, as a 
part of our body politic, and of necessi^ 
provision was to be made for its regulation 
and controL The only reasonable duty now 
to be expected of the American people, 
is the adoption of some wise and judicious 
system, by which to relieve our 'country 
from the great evils of slavery, and restore 
the liberated slave to the best condition 
possibly within our power. 

Over the subject of slavery itself, or those 
states in which it exists, it is presumed that 
there are none who would for a moment con- 
tend, that we as a society, or as individuals, 
or even as a state, or by the Federal Go- 
vernment, have any rights or control. Such 
rights and control, we have willingly, and 
for our mutual safety, as a nation, left in 
the hands of the persons and states in which 
slavery exists ; and to attempt any unlaw- 
ful inteiference on our part with the insti- 
tution, would be to do violence, not only to 
the most sacred compact that holds thesO 
states in their federal union, but also to the 
plainest dictates of Christianity. 

Our national government, however, and 
the great mass of the American people, bavO 
given ample proof, that there never was 
a period in our national history when we 
were either indifferent or inactive on the 
subject As early as March 2d, 1807,f 



* After England had, under this treaty, carried on a wholesale business in the traffic 
for twenty-six years, she relinquished up her interest to Spain, for the remaining four 
years, for £100,000. 

fXhis law took effect January 1, 1808. 
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Congress, by law, most efTectually provided 
against the slave trade in the States and 
territories of the Union. On this subject vwe 
may claim to hold the vantage ground over 
every other civilized nation. For although 
England took similar steps in the same year, 
and has said much on the subject since, 
yet we may say that the blood of the traffic 
was never found upon our national skirts. 
We have never incorporated companies to 
carry on the trade, nor received a dollar in- 
to our national coffers as the price of blood ; 
while England has heaped up to herself 
gulden treasures, by countless millions, as 
tile fruits of the guilty traffic ; and is now 
■low to return to Africa a tithe or fraction 
of her bloody treasures, in any scheme which 
contemplates her permanent elevation or 
redemption: and from recent events she 
seems to look with jealousy and ill nature 
on our eflbrts to open up a home and an 
asylom for the children of those she has 
torn from their native land. 

We have said that our people were not 
indifferent to the subject of the oppressed 
condition of the African in the United States. 
After the Declaration of Independence, and 
the close of the KevolutionaTy War in 1782, 
^e public mind was greatly excited and 
concentrated upon the great subject of the 
Federal Constitution; its approval and 
amendments by the States, and the settle- 
ment of other great questi<»s, which seemed 
to shake our political fabric to the centre. 
So that nothing more could be done on this 
subject, for the time being, but the passage 
oi the act of Congress, above alluded to, in 
1807. For our country was not allowed to 
repose a single year in peaceful quiet, before 
we were threatened with a second war with 
England, which was on our hands again in 
1812,-15. 

Immediately after the close of this war, 
viz. in 1816, after much deliberation and 
counsel; in which some of the wisest and 
best men of our nation were concerned, the 
scheme of colonizing with their own consent, 
the free people of color upon the coasts of 
Africa, (the home of their fathers,) was 
agreed upon, as a system above all others, 
under existing circumstances, the best cal- 
culated to benefit the colored race, both in 
the United States and in Africa. This plan 
was found to do violence to no existing law 
or institution of the country, and was such 
as might be acceptable to the friends of the 
colored man In all parts of our country. 

After the organization of the American 
Colonization Society in 1816, upon the 
j)rinciple just stated, it was its first great 



care to obtain a suitable location, if possible, 
for the proposed colony. This was found 
upon the "Grain Coast** of Western Africa, 
or in Liberia, which has proved to be a most 
fortunate selection. Upon this coast that 
society has continued to settle its emigrants 
from the year 1820 to the present time; 
during which time it had transported up to 
the close of 1848, 4,454 emigrants. This 
is exclusive of the Maryland Colony at Cape 
Palmas. To this number we may add 645, 
as the natural increase of the colony during 
23 years, which gives a total of 5,099. 
This number has been reduced by removals, 
deaths, and those who have returned to this 
country, to less than four thousand. It 
will be seen by reference to the Report of 
the American CotonizatiQn 8odety for 1845, 
that the aggregate mortality for 23 years, 
among acclimated colonists, is only 4.74* 
100 per cent of the population. And if we 
exclude the two first years from the estimate^ 
(which were very fiitel to emigieiils,) the 
percentageii reduced to 4.17-100; lower 
than the estimated mortality of the colored 
population in PennsylvaniAf New York, and 
Massachusetts. This Untit goes &r to show 
that Liberia is, to the colored man, a ealn* 
brious climate, and one designed by the God 
of Nature for his exclusive occupancy. 

The government instituted over the colo- 
nies in Liberia is purely republican, and is 
at this time, and for some years past hae 
been, wholly in the hands of colored men ; 
some of whom, though once slaves in Ameri- 
ca, are now filling ^ highest stations of 
honor and power in the government, with 
great credit to themselves and their repub- 
lic. We have the testimony of many Ameri- 
can and European gentlemen, who have 
visited various parts of Liberia, who express 
the fullest confidence in the ability of these 
colonists to govern themselves, and are die* 
posed to regiuxl the infant republic as the 
germ of a great Republican Empire, de»- 
tined to wield a most powerfril and salutary 
influence over the whole African continent 
It must be borne in mind that these colonies 
were originally planted in connexion with 
Christian Missions, under the influence of 
which they have grown up to their present 
eminence, and, as may have been expected, 
the morals of the community have been 
greatly promoted, while the commission of 
crime has been rare. From the census 
taken in 1843, it is ascertained that in 23 
years there have been only the following 
convictions for crime, viz: For murder, 9; 
kidnapping, 11; burglary 17; grand lar- 
ceny, 107; petit larceny, 184; o^er crimes. 
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47. Most of the murders and all the kid- 
napping occurred more than fifteen years 
ago. The laws of the republic are enacted 
and administered by their own council and 
courts, and as far as the experiment of go- 
vernment has gone, the most satisfactory 
results have followed. It is said upon good 
authority, that the observance of law and 
order, and especially that of keeping the 
Sabbath, is even in advance of our own 
country, while the temperance reform is 
said to hold a most eminent stand. 

Under institutions so favorable to the de- 
velopment of all the moral and intellectual 
powers of the colonists, presenting an open 
door to every enterprize and profession, as 
may have been expected, we find also a 
most active and lucrative commerce has 
grown up within the republic. The im- 
ports of 1842 and '43 amounted to $157,829. 
Exports, during jthe same period, $123,694. 
Stock in trade, $58,750. Real estate of 
merchants, $39,550. Commission business, 
annually; $50,500. Vessels 9 ; several of 
which were built in Liberia. 

The direct influence of this republic upon 
the natives of the country, has been most 
salutary and extensive. About 20,000 have 
come under the protection of the govern- 
ment, and seek to participate in its various 
institutions, of which number about 1500 
are allowed to vote and enjoy the rights of 
citizenship ; while 100,000 have entered in- 
to treaties of amity and commerce, and 
pledged themselves to suppress the slave 
trade. 

Between Gape Mount and Cape Palmas, 
a distance of about 300 miles, the colonies 
own about one-half the territory; and it is 
now ascertained that the remainder can be 
purchased for $20,000. Of this sum, we 
are happy to state, the American Coloniza- 
tion Society has already obtained about 
$18,000, most of which has been donated 
expressly for this object, in sums of a thou- 
sand dollars each, and the remaining two 
thousand will doubtless be raised in a short 
time. When this purchase is made, it will 
eflfoctuaUy destroy the slave trade for the 
whole line of coast bordering on Liberia, 
where for ages it has been so extensively 
carried on. The slave trade is now confined 
to a few ftctories, or trading points, on all 
the western ooos^ which may be easily ob- 
tained by purchase ; and by phmting colo- 
nies at these points, that dreadful traffic in 
human beings will forever cease. 

Gfieat efforts have been made by the 
Britidi and United States Governments to 
put down this trade, by the employment of 



their ships of war, craising along this coast; 
but with all their watchfulness and expen- 
ditures, the trade has constantly increased 
up to the present time ; and it is found that 
colonization is in fact the only certain 
method for extinguishing the shameful 
traffic. 

There is one other point of view, in which 
the subject should be considered ; and that 
is, its effects upon the continent of Africa 
itself, in effecting its civilization and con- 
version to Christianity.' For almost four 
hundred years, there have been strong and 
persevering efforts made, from time to time, 
at various points along the coasts, to estab- 
lish missions among the native tribes of Af- 
rica, unconnected with colonization ; and the 
history of every effort has been the same in 
the end — thei/ have failed; while every 
effort made upon the colonization system 
has at least withstood the hand of the de- 
stroyer, and some have shown that they are 
capable of accomplishing, by suitable per- 
severance and prudence, all that could be 
desired by their founders. The colonies of 
Sierra Leone, Liberia and the Cape of Good 
Hope, are proofs of this position. A colony 
founded upon Christian principles, as the 
basis of a great missionary enterprize, is 
well calculated to teach the savage, by ex- 
ample, as well as by other means, the great 
advantage and blessings of our holy religion. 
While it protects and fosters the missionaiy, 
it leads the natives to imitate the colonist, 
and assimulate himself to his modes of life 
and pursuits ; and so far as experiments have 
been made, it seems that colonization and 
missions in their united strength, under the 
Divine blessing, are to be made the means, 
and the only means, by which Christianity is 
to reach the interior of Africa, and shed its 
light upon that darkness which has never 
been broken since the history of that people 
was known. Already two missions have 
gone out from Liberia ; one a hundred miles 
into the interior, and the other not quite so 
far, and feel a degree of safety in the midst 
of a people, who but a short time ago were 
regarded as cannibals, and more to be dread- 
ed than the lion of the forest These are 
gladly receiving the Gospel, and are yield- 
ing to the mild and genial influences of Di- 
vine truth. Truly it may be said of this 
people, '< The wolf and the lamb feed to- 
gether, and the lion eats straw like the ox." 

It has been said by many, and we think 
with truth, that there are no missions in 
foreign countries, that promise more useful- 
ness and success than those in Liberia and 
its vicinity. Those natives, who heretofore 
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thought of no other means of gain ihan that | 
of capturing their fellow men and selling 
them to the slave merchant, have now heen 
made to look to the cultivation of the earth, 
and a traffic in such lawful commodities 
with the colonists, as yield them a more 
pleasant and honorable living, w hile their 
moral condition, and consequently their hap- 
piness, is greatly improved. 

We hope and believe, that the day is not 
far distant, when " Ethiopia," will, indeed, 
" stretch forth her hands to God," and ren- 
der him unceasing praise for that Providence 
which has conducted to the establishment 
of a colony of her own children upon her 
shores ; who, like Joseph, were wrongfully 
sold into bondage by their brethren, but 
now repays the evil deed in a thousand bless- 
ings' and honors, to which they were hitherto 
strangers. They return with Christianity 
and all the blessings of civilization ; with 
the improvements of the age in government 
and the arts, to dispense among their brethren 
as a comrflon boon. 

There were within the colonies in 1843, 
23 churches, 1,014 American communi- 
cants; 116 recaptured and 353 native Afri- 
cans; total, 1,483. Also 16 schools, and 
562 scholars. Of this numbfer, 370 were 
Americans, and 192 natives. Since the 
above date, there has been a great increase 
in both churches and schools, but the exact 
numbers are unknown. 

But it may be asked, what benefit is the 
colored men in the United States to receive 
from the republic of Liberia, however rich 
and prosperous it may be, and especially 
those who are in bondage 1 We answer, 
*' much every way." 

1st The very fact, that there is a prosper- 
ous and growing republic in Africa, con- 
ducted wholly by colored men, will reflect 
honor upon the African race throughout 
the world, and have a strong tendency to 
elevate his relative condition. 

2d. In this country all classes of the co- 
lored race, whether called /ree or bondmen 
— ^whether in slave or free states— all are 
suffering under an immoveable weight of 
oppression, from which they cannot hope to 
be delivered in this country. Here the co- 
lored man may look upon his own condi- 
tion, and that of his posterity from genera- 
tion to generation, as off-casts from society, 
and to a very* limited degree allowed to par- 
take in any of the rights of freemen. He 
may acquire property, learning, or a reputa- 
tion for morality and virtue, however high, 
and still the leaden weights of oppression 
press him down to the dust with undiminish- 



ed force. Will not a man tlius oppressed 
seek an asylum of freedom and equality t 
Kspecially when he sees its blessings dis- 
played to his view in the enjoyment of others, 
and learns that many of his own kindred 
have been elevated, under a similar govern- 
ment in the land of their fathers — a land that 
abounds in many luxuries and great natural 
wealth 1 He will : and it only remains that 
Liberia shall be well known, and a super- 
stitious fear of embarking by sea to a dis- 
tant land shall be removed, and the attrac- 
tions which that republic shall offer, rendered 
doubly pi werful by the disfranchisement of 
tfiis counti y, will so operate upon the bet- 
ter portions of the nominally free sons of 
Africa here, that they will not only embark 
themselves, but by example and appeal to 
others, draw willing thousands to follow 
them to " the land where freedom dwells," 
and Liberia will be populated and become a 
great nation. Her ships will be found and 
her flag acknowledged and honored in every 
port known to commerce. It is not expect- 
ed that the American Colonization Society 
will be depended upon to furnish a passage 
and means of support to every emigrant, 
when this subject is properly understood. 
FamiUes and organized companies will be 
found to embark on their own charges, car- 
rying with them every thing necessary to a 
settlement and citizenship. 

3d. The man in bonds is also deeply in- 
terested in this enterprize» There are thou- 
sands of slave-holders in the south, who are 
truly and honestly desirous of emancipating 
their slaves, but the laws of most of the 
southern states will not allow the emancipat- 
ed slave to enjoy his liberty within the State. 
Or he beUeves it is not for the interest of the 
coimtry or the slave, that he should be set 
free and remain in the same community. 
They are also opposed to sending them off 
to the free states, with all their disabilities, 
to be wronged and oppressed by the design- 
ing, without redress or adequate protection. 
Such persons only wait to see an opening 
for real freedom, and they are prepared to 
give up their slaves freely, upon the condi- 
tion that they will embark for a country o*"- 
fering sufficient inducements. The republic 
of Liberia is every way calculated to present 
such inducement There is a land where 
the white man cannot set up his monopoly, 
and drive off or subdue the sons of Ham. 
God has given them the land, and with an 
invisible power throws his shield over them 
and makes them dwell in safety. The go- 
vernment receives and enfranchises the 
I American emigrant, and immediately jsle- 
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TBtes him to a level with the most firee and 
happy. 

Under the influence of the offers thus 
made by Liberia, through the American 
Colonization Society, hundreds of slave- 
holders have already *< proclaimed Uberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison 
doors to the men that were bound.'' 
The emancipated have embarked, and their 
names are enrolled upon the records of the 
firee. Hundreds more are ready to follow 
their example, and keep before the Coloni- 
sation Society more applicants than it has 
the means to transport While this system 
is in successful operation, receiving and 
transporting emancipated slaves at the very 
low rate of from $40 to $60 per emigrant, 
(which sum includes provisions forsix months 
after their arrival in the country,) when 
may we expect to see any system brought 
forward which shall, with so much ease, ac- 
complish all that is desired on this subject, 
by the most devoted friend of the colored 
man in our cqimtryl We may not be 
thought unreasonable when we say, we shall 
adhere to this scheme, at least until a better 
plan, fully demonstrated, has been presented. 
We have never pretended that our present 
system was perfect, or that experience might 
not improve it ; but in twenty-five years we 
have looked for its enemies to produce a bet- 
ter, and while they have failed to do so, the 
colonization scheme has been approved and 
patronized by several of the states, and 
sanctioned by the General Government 

But again : It is asked, what interests have 
the non-slaveholding states in this , enter- 
prise 1 If the slaveholding states wish to free 
themselves from the great evil of slavery, let 
them do so; but why call on us for aid 1 We 
answer in the Jirst place, that they do not 
call on us for aid. The American Coloni- 
zation Society, which belongs not wholly to 
the south, asks our aid, as properly it should. 
But, secondly, we answer, that the free 
states, as they are commonly called, have a 
direct and deep interest in the objects had 
in view by our society. For the reasons — 

Ist That it is a fact with which we should 
be well acquainted, that every slave state in 
the south, except Florida, utterly prohibits, 
under the most severe penalties, the migra- 
tion of any free persons of color into their 
bounds: while Maryland, Virginia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennes- 
see, Missouri, Alabama and Mississippi, re- 
quire all who do not prove up a right to re- 
main in those states, under existing laws, 
faefinre a given time, specified in their several 
iawsy (most of which correspond to the times 



of the abolition excitement,) shall leave the 
state, never to return ; and all slaves eman-> 
cipited after the time specified by law, shall 
leave the state, never to return. The di 
rect effect of this policy is to drive out the 
free people of color from the slave states in* 
to the free states, or to some foreign land. 
And if the policy of the aboUtionists should 
prevail, in Uie immediate emancipation of 
all the slaves of the south, and these laws 
should remain as they are, as they certainly 
would, in that event, the free states will be 
obliged to choose between having these co- 
lored people crowded upon themselves, or 
colonized in Liberia, or some other suitable 
place. To colonize them in any state or 
territory of this country, with the consent 
of Congress, has long since been found 
wholly impracticable : while no single state 
can exercise power beyond its own bounds. 

It is true, the free states have generally 
enacted laws against the migration of free 
colored persons within their bounds, until 
they have given bonds not to become a pub- 
lic charge; but these laws as yet are but 
partially regarded. But suppose the free 
states shoald strictly enforce their laws, 
and prohibit colored men from taking up 
their abode within their limits, how indis-> 
cribably worse is their condition made under 
the circumstances, than even in slavery 
itself. And yet we see a tendency to this 
state of things, so far as the laws of the 
various states aire concerned. The/ree man 
of color (1) is driven from the south, and 
prohibited from going to the north, and 
where in all this land shall he dwell 1 The 
law answers, no where ! He b an off-cast !! 
The poor wanderer turns his eye in vain to 
find a land, and laws, and social equality, 
where he may feel himself to be a man, 
when LiberU appears in his view a« hk 
only retreat. And who is so lost to every 
feeling of humanity, as to say he shall not 
go there] 

' It is, therefore, for the mutual interest of 
both the north and south — the white man 
and the colored — that there should be a way 
opened up for the oppressed sons of Africa, 
that all who truly desire to be free may oU 
tain it in its full and true sense. 

It was with a y^ew to the benefit of &o 
colored race, upon such principles of en- 
larged benevolence, that the Indiana Coloni^r 
zation Society was organized on the 4th of 
November, 1829. Since its first organiza- 
tion, it has continued to prosecute its labors, 
without the aid of any regular agent within 
its jurisdiction. 

During the whole period of its astivs 
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existence, it has been visited by agents of 
the American Colonization Society, but 
for a very short time, on two occasions. 
'Regular anniversary meetings were held, 
however, up to the winter of 1 838, '39, when 
from various causes its operations have been 
suspended until the present time. 

On the 1 1th of October last, the Rev. B. 
T. Kavanaugh, an Agent of the American 
Colonization Society, came into this State 
to remain as a regular laborer in the cause, 
in Indiana and Wisconsin, in connexion 
with this Society. He immediately entered 
upon the duties of his agency, and visited 
several towns in the south eastern part of 
the state. On the 1st of November, he visit- 
ed Indianapolis, and after addressing two 
or three congregations on the subject of co- 
lonization, a meeting of the officers and 
friends was called,* and various resolutions 
were adopted, which have been already made 
public. 

On the 38th of November, a meeting of 
the Board of Managers was called, to con- 
sider and determine upon the course of poli- 
cy to be pursued, more perfectly to obtain 
and communicate correct information for 
the benefit of such colored persons as may 
wish to emigrate from this state to Liberia ; 
when the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted, viz i — 



^ Resohed^Thvi it is expedient that » 
person or person's, of the colored people of 
this State, should be sent, with the approba- 
tion of the American Colonization Society, 
being a man of worth, piety and talent, 
possessing the confidence of the colored peo- 
ple and the agent of this Society, to Liberia, 
and investigate fully as-to all matters of in- 
terest to emigrants from this country, and 
after a suitable absence to return and report" 

To cariy into effect the provisions of this 
resolution, the agent has opened a subscrip- 
tion, and from a few persons has already' 
received the sum of $30. 

The African Repository has been fox- 
nished to sixty-five ministers of different de- 
nominations, who have signified their friend- 
ship for the cause, and who will disseminate 
correct information on the subject of the co- 
lony and the operations of the parent Socie- 
ty. It will also be furnished, for one year, 
to others on the same conditions. With the 
aid of the agent and the various ministers 
within the state who are friendly to the 
cause, we hope the coming year to arouse 
public attention to the general subject, and 
to replenish the treasury of the parent Socie-^ 
ty. Emigrants also will be received, and all 
necessary arrangements made for their pas^ 
sage to Liberia. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted^ 
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Our readers have already been in- 
formed that 756 slaves, taken on 
board the Pons, have 'been landed 
at Monrovia, and put under the^ care 
of the United States Agent for Re- 
captured Africans. As no previous 
event has occurred for some yeais to 
call attention to this agency, some 
account of it will probably be regard- 
ed as reasonable. 

The agrency was established under 
an act of Congress of .March 3, 1819, 
to facilitate operations for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade. Experience 
had shown its necessity. 

An act of Congress of March 22, 
1794, had prohibited all citizens and 
residents of the United States from 
f n^aging in the slave trade between 



foreign countries, on pain of forfei- 
ture of vessels and heavy fines. 

By an act of April 3, 1798, the in- 
troduction of slaves into the Missis- 
sippi Territory was forbidden under 
severe penalties, and all such slaves 
declared free. 

By an act of May 10, 1800, citi- 
zens and residents of the United 
States were prohibited from holding 
property in vessels engaged in the 
slave trade between foreign countries, 
or serving on board American or fo- 
reign vessels engaged in that trade; 
and our ships of war were authorized 
to seize all vessels and persons em- 
ployed in violating this act. 

An act of Febuary 28, 1803, for- 
bade the importation of slaves inta 
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any port where the laws of the state 
prohibited their importation. 

By an act of March 2, 1807, the 
importation of slaves into any port 
of the United States was prohibited, 
under severe penalties, after January 
1, 1808, the earliest period at which 
Congress had the constitutional pow- 
er to prohibit the traffic in states 
which chose to continue it. In near- 
ly all the states it had been abolished 
by state legislation ; but a few of the 
most southern states still continued it; 
and to the last, slaves were landed, 
especially at Charleston, in consid- 
erable numbers, chiefly from Brit" 
ish vessels. This act provided for 
the seizure of slave ships ; but it 
left the slaves thus imported into 
any state, subject to any regulations 
not contravening this act, which the 
legislature of such state might adopt. 

Of the proceedings under this law 
for several years, the documents be- 
fore us give no account. There is rea- 
son to suppose, however, that it was 
evaded under various pretexts, and to 
a lamentable extent. The act of 
April 20, 1818, seems to have been in- 
tended to meet these evasions. By 
one section of this act, the burthen 
of proving the legality of the impor- 
tation of every colored person was 
thrown upon the importer. 

Of the nature of the evasions prac* 
ticed about that time, we have some 
documentary evidence. Letters on 
file in the Treasury Department 
show that negroes, as well as other 
^ ftoods^* were smuggled into the 
United States from Galveston and its 
vicinity. The notorious pirates of 
Barataria were engaged in this work, 
and with lamentable success: 

May 22, 1817, the collector of Sa- 
vannah wrote to ftie Secretary of the 
Treasury, that it had become a prac- 
tice to smuggle slaves into Georgia 
from Florida. In the same month 
a court in Louisiana decided that five 
negroes, in custody of the U. S. offi- 



cers, should be delivered up to cer- 
tain Spaniards who had set up a sham 
claim to them, and that the persons 
who seized them should pay half the 
coiHts, and the state the other half. 
This decision had such an effect 
that the U. S. officers found it almost 
impossible to obtain assistance in 
making seizures. 

A letter from the collector at Mo- 
bile, Oct. 7, 1818, states that three 
vessels, their cargoes, and more than 
100 slaves, had been seized ; that 
the Grand Jury had found true bills 
against the owners, masters and su- 
percargo; that the proof was ample 
for their conviction ; but that the 
persons indicted had all been dis- 
charged by the court, and the vessels 
delivered up to their owners, and 
the slaves to three other persons, on 
their bonds to produce them when 
legally demanded. 

A letter from the collector of Da- 
rien, Ga., March 14, 1818, states that 
^' African and West India negroes 
are almost daily illicitly introduced 
into Georgia for sale or settlement, or 
passing through it to the territories 
of the United States'for similar pur* 
poses. These facts,*' he adds, **are 
notorious ; and it is not unusual to 
see such negroes in the streets of 
St. Mary's ; and such, too, recently 
captured by our vessels of war, and 
ordered to Savannah, were illegally 
bartered by hundreds in that city; 
for this bartering, or bonding, (as it 
is called^ but in reality, sellings) ac 
tually took place before any decision 
had been passed by the court respect- 
ing them." The bonds here referred 
to were given by order of the state 
court, ''for the restoration'of the ne- 
groes, when legally called on to do 
so ; which bond, it is understood, is 
to he forfeited, as the amount of the 
bond is so much less than the value 
of the property ;" or perhaps they 
would never be called on to produce 
the negroes. He says further:-— 
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^ There are many negroes recently 
introduced into this state and the 
Alabama territory, and which can 
be apprehended." 

The same letter mentions another 
mode of evading the law. An act of 
the Legislature of Georgia of De- 
cember 19, 1817, authorized the 
Governor to sell all slaves unlawful- 
ly introduced, at public auction, for 
the benefit of the state treasury. The 
surveyor of the port of Daiien had 
seized 88 slaves. For some weeks, 
the Governor had known that these 
slaves, unlawfully introduced, were 
within 60 miles of his residence, but 
no notice was taken of them by him, 
or any of his subordinates. But as 
soon as he learned that an officer of 
the United States had seized them, 
he demanded them to be delivered up 
to him under this act of the State Lie- 
gislature. In view of all these modes 
of evasion, the collector concludes 
that ^it requires the immediate in- 
terposition of Congress to effect a 
suppression of this traffic." A simi- 
lar law was enacted in Louisiana 
about the same time; and in both 
states considerable numbers were 
sold, and the avails received into the 
state treasuries. The collector of 
New Orleans wrote, April 17, 1818, 
transmitting the act of Louisiana, 
and adding: — ^"Vast numbers of 
slaves will be introduced to an alarm- 
ing extent, unless prompt and effec- 
tual measures are adopted by the 
General Government." 

But there were constitutional diffi- 
culties in the way of any measures 
which the General Government might 
adopt for their protection in this 
country. In the words of the Sec- 
retary of State, November 2, 1818, 
— '^The condition of the blacks 
being, in this Union, regulated by 
the municipal laws of the separate 
states, the Government of the United 
States can neither guaranty their 
liberty in the states where they 



could only be received as slaves, nor 
control them in the states where 
they would be recognized as free." 
The Government could only turn 
them loose, in all their barbarism 
and ignorance, in the free states, 
without that provision for their guar- 
dianship and education which their 
welfare would indispensably require. 
Ignorant of our language, and of 
every thing pertaining to civilization, 
in the midst of a nation of strangers, 
they would be wretched, and would 
remain so. And besides all this, 
some of the free States would, and 
all of them might, prohibit their in- 
troduction by law. 

In view of such facts, Congress 
passed the act of March 3, 1819. 
Besides making more effectual pro- 
vision for the seizure of slavers, that 
act authorizes the President to make 
arrangements for the safe keeping, 
support, and removal beyond the 
limits of the United States, of all 
such slaves ; and to appoint an agent 
or agents on the coast of Africa for 
receiving them. A sum, not exceed- 
ing $100,000, was appropriated for 
carrying this law into effect. 

About a month after the date of 
this act, the Hon. Wm. H. Crawford 
communicated to the managers of the 
Colonization Society, a newspaper, 
published at Milledgeville, the capi- 
tal of Georgia, containing an adver- 
tisement of the sale of 34 unlawfully 
imported slaves, by the authority 
and for the benefit of the State, to 
take place on the 4th of May. That 
Society had been organized in De- 
cember, 1816. The act of Georgia, 
under which these negroes were to 
be sold,' provided that if, previous to 
the sale of such negroes, the Society 
would undertake to settle them in 
April at its own expense, and would 
likewise pay all expenses which the 
state might have incurred on their 
account, the Governor might aid in 
promoting the benevolent views of 
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the Society in such manner as he 
might deem expedient. It does not 
appear that any provision was made 
for informing the Society of the ex- 
istence of such cases, or that the 
state ever gave any such informa- 
tion. 

April 7, the managers appointed 
the Rev. Wm. Meade, now Bishop 
Meade, of Virginia, to proceed to 
Georgia and endeavor to prevent the 
sale. In this he was successful ; but 
certain Spaniards claimed the ne- 
groes as their property, and it was 
not till the spring of 1822 that 18 of 
them were delivered, as freemen, in- 
to the care of the Society, Mr. 
Meade also ascertained that there 
were several hundreds of slaves in 
Georgia similarly situated ; many of 
them being ^-bonded," as described 
by the collector of Darien, with in- 
sufficient security. 

The Government immediately made 
arrangements for keeping all cap- 
tured Africans in its own custody, 
till they could be sent to Africa. 
The President, Monroe, could find 
no suitable person on the coast of 
Africa to appoint as Agent for Re- 
captured Africans. He therefore de- 
termined to send out a ship of war, 
with two agents, and the necessary 
means of preparing a suitable resi- 
dence for the objects of their care. 
A contract was made with the Colo- 
nization Society, for the erection of 
suitable buildings and other facili- 
ties ; and in 1820, the first colonists 
went out, under obligations to fulfil 
this contract. In the spring of 1822, 
the negroes from Georgia went out, 
under the care of Mr. Ashmun. 

During Mr. Ashmun's whole ad- 
ministration, he was Governor of the 
colony, under the authority of the 
Society, and Agent of the United 
States for recaptured Africans. 
Since his death the same person has 
frequently held both offices; but 
more frequently, of late, the Colo- 



nial Physician has been the agent. 
The present agent is Dr. J. W. Lu- 
genbeel, of Maryland. 

This arrangement, with the other 
provisions of the act of 1819 — the 
conclusion of the wars in South 
America, the suppression of piracy, 
the acquisition of Florida, and, we 
may hope, the greater prevalence of 
right views of the immorality of the 
business — rapidly diminished the at* 
tempts to smuggle slaves into the 
United States. Since that time, too, 
slavers have usually thought it best 
to carry other flags when they have 
had slaves on board. For such rea* 
sons, the captures have not been so 
numerous as there was then reason 
to expect. 

The whole number of recaptured 
Africans sent out by the U. S. Go* 
vernment, according to the census 
of Liberia 'of September, 1843, is 
286 ; but this does not seem to in* 
elude the 18 sent out in 1822. The 
true number, probably, is 304. Of 
these, 9 were sent out in 1839 ; 37 
in 1835 ; and no others since 1830. 
To these have been added a con- 
siderable number, released by force ' 
from slave factories and piratical es- 
tablishments which had made war 
on the colony ; but such persons, 
not coming within the provisions of 
the act of 1819, have been provided 
for .at the expense of the Society, 
and not of the U. S. Government. 

The recaptured Africans are prin- 
cipally settled at New Georgia, which 
is situated about five miles nearly 
north from Monrovia, on the eastern 
shore of Stockton Creek, a stream 
which unites the waters of the St. 
Paul's and Mesurado rivers. Some 
of them, however, are settled in other 
places, and a few who are not u[ 
their number reside at New Georgia. 
The population of that settlement, 
in 1843, was 264. 

The number of convictions for 
crime, among the recaptured Afri- 
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cans, from April, 1828, to September, 
1843, about 15j^ years, was 25. At 
the date last mentioned, 116 of them 
were communicants in 12 Methodist, 
Baptist and Presbyterian Churches, 
and there were 55 children in the 
school at New Georgia. The set- 
tlement is almost exclusively agri- 
cultural. On the census, 67 are 
enumerated as farmers. New Geor- 
gia is entitled to a representation in 
the legislature ; and a short time 
since, a recaptured African was their 
representative. 

iThe recent capture of the slaver 
£ons,and the return of her hundreds 
of captives to their native shores, 
demonstrates the importance of this 
agency, and the indispensable neces- 
sity of more liberal provision for the 
wants of those who are providential- 
ly made the objects of its present 
charity. Of course, the ti^nited States 
would never allow the agent to be 



destitute of funds, to meet all ordi- 
nary contingencies. The sum in his 
hands when the Pons arrived, how- 
ever, was, as we are informed, only 
just $1,000, or $1 32 for each of the 
756 naked, starving, emaciated and 
almost dying victims of avaricious 
cruelty consigned to his care. To 
increase his embarrassment, the rice 
crop has been short, and but little 
can be procured from the natives, as 
the slavers have been unusually ac^ 
tive in buying it for their own use. 

The Liberians are well able to 
feed themselves through a hard sea- 
son, and will doubtless "find means 
to feed the new-comers for a time. 
In fact, they immediately took a 
large part of them into their families 
as apprentices. But we do not see 
how a distressing rise in the price of 
food before the next harvest is to be 
prevented, unless supplies are for- 
warded from this country. 



J^laoe €ra2i( ^rtaU. 



The Slaver Panther. — ^The 
trial of Captain Clapp, for slave trad- 
ing, was commenced at Charleston 
on Monday of last week. The case 
was given to the jury on Tuesday 
evening, and we shall probably have 
the verdict by the southern mail this 
afternoon. Meanwhile we give a re- 
port of the evidence, abridged from 
the Charleston News : — 

Monday, March 23. 

Joshua M. Clapp, master of the 
ship Panther, was indicted under the 
3d section of the act of Congress of 
1800, for being engaged in the slave 
trade. 

Henry S, Newcomb^ a passed mid- 
shipman in the United States navy, 
testified that he had been attached to 
the U. S. ship Yorktown, for the 
last 15 or 18 months, on the coast 
of Africa, under Commander Bell. 



He knew the defendant Clapp, 
the master of the Panther ; first saw 
him on board the Yorktown ; the 
Panther was captured by the York- 
town, and witness was sent to take 
charge of her. The Panther, when 
taken possession of by the Yorktown, 
had a captain, mate and five men on 
board ; two of the men were brought 
home ; the steward and one seaman 
died on the passage, and a fifth was 
detained on board the Yorktown. 

Documents found on board the 
Panther were introduced, amon^ 
which were — 

A charter party dated 10th July, 
at Rio Janeiro, between Capt. Clapp 
and Signor Fonseca, a merchant of 
Rio Janeiro, to sail from said place 
to certain ports in Africa. 

Two notes from one D*Cunha, 
the consignee of the ship at Ca- 
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benda^ dated Gabenda, October 25th, 
and I7th December, 1845. 

Three letters in Portuguese, which 
were not read. 

Three letters of instruction from 
the owner, James A. Potter, in Pro- 
vidence, R. I., to the captain, dated 
Feb. 22, Feb. 29, and March 15th, 
1845. » 

The examination of Passed Mid- 
shipman Newcomb was resumed. 

The Panther was captured by the 
U. S. ship Yorktown on the 15th 
December, 1845, while lying at Ca- 
benda. The cargo of the P. at -that 
time consisted of 47 canvas bags 
and 53 grass bags of farina, which is 
the pounded root of an African plant; 
the cassada, an article usually found 
on board slave ships and u'sed as a 
substitute for bread in feeding the 
slaves ; also 210 bags of beans of the 
average weight of 66 lbs., 44 casks 
of rum and 178 water casks. The 
casks were said to be meant as bal- 
last, but witness had never seen or 
heard of water as a ballast before. 

There were also 100 baskets and 
7^ sacks of salt on board, 2 lanterns 
with padlocks, and 4 pumps, 2 fixed 
and 2 spare ones, with a hose beside, 
and a large quantity of fire wood. 
Witness was present when the 
Pons was captured — knows that 
the Panther supplied the Pons with 
royal yards and a chronometer, for 
which latter he heard the defendant 
was to receive $300. Witness stated 
that the trade principally carried on 
at G abend a is the slave trade. 

D'Gunha is the agent of Fonseca 
at Gabenda, and it is notorious 
that he is there engaged in the slave 
trade. When the Panther was cap- 
tured, he went on board as the rep- 
resentative of Fonseca and protested 
against her detention. Witness saw 
slave barracoons or places for holding 
slaves at Gabenda. The Panther 
has two decks, and is very con- 
veniently arranged for a slave vessel. 



Witness said that the vessels en- 
gaged in the coasting trade in Africa 
are from 100 to 300 tons burthen ; 
he never saw a vessel of the Panther's 
size engaged in the coasting trade. 

On the cross examination. Passed 
Midshipman Newcomb stated that 
he was twice ashore at Gabenda, 
which contained, he thought at the 
time, about 3,000 inhabitants ; but he 
has since heard that there are more. 
The whites there speak Portuguese ; 
D'Gunha is a Portuguese ; the peo- 
ple of Gabenda are engaged in law- 
ful as well as unlawful trade. Palm 
oil and ivory are not obtained 
there, but farther north. There were 
45 casks of rum on board the Pan- 
ther, which might be a profitable 
trade at Gabenda. There are at 
Gabenda large numbers of Portu- 
guese, who are in the habit of work- 
ing their passage home, in slave 
ships especially ; saw no such things 
as fetters, &c., on board the Panther, 
except a few which all ships usually 
have. 

Examined in reply by the Dis-- 
trict Attorney^ and stated that the 
people at Gabenda procure slaves 
for the slave ships. — The chronome- 
ter kept on board the Panther, after 
the sale of the one to the Pons, was 
a very bad one. 

Col, Condy, U. S. Marshal^ ex* 
amined by the District Attorney. — 
He has discharged most of the cargo 
of the Panther — has found as yet 40 
large casks of Guba rum, 178 large 
water casks, 41 grass hairs and 51 
canvas bags of farina, 184 bags of 
beans, and 11 bags and 73 boxes of 
salt. 

ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT. 

Nathaniel Bartles examined by 
B, F. Hunt, Esq. — Was second 
male of the Panther — first mate was 
discharged at Gabenda and witness 
then performed his duties. There 
was much sickness on board. Five 
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men were mutinous, two of whom 
were flogged — witness knew nothing 
of the Panther being engaged in the 
slave trade— part of the rum was 
discharged at Cabenda — the Panther 
carried out some jerked beef — the 
beans and farina were obtained at 
Congo to be delivered at Cabenda, 
and they were about doing so when 
boarded by the Yorktown. 

Captain Clapp knew that the 
Yorktown was coming, and said he 
was waiting for her to get some pro- 
visions out of her — Capt. Clapp is a 
good officer — the water casks were 
filled with water at Rio Janeiro and 
intended as ballast — the Panther was 
visited at Cabenda by a British man- 
of-war, who broke open their hatches, 
searched their vessel and took pos- 
session — the British were on board 
the Panther eight days and were 
drunk all the time — the captain was 
entirely deprived of the command of 
the vessel before the arrival of the 
Yorktown — there were no manacles 
on board. 

Cross examined by District At- 
torney .'^They discharged sixty casks 
of aguardiente at Cabenda, also rice, 
beans and farina — took some of the 
beans and farina in at Rio — dis- 
charged at Cabenda three or four 
boxes about three or four feet square ; 
witness did not know the contents ; 
they were rather heavy — ^lay in port 
two days before beginning to dis- 
charge — on arriving on the coast 
they first anchored at the mouth of the 
river CongO) and made preparations 
for landing, but did not do so, but 
sailed out — does not know the 
reason — on coming out of the river 
two vessels of war were in sight. 

Captain Clapp let the captain of 
the Pons have some articles in ex- 
change — when they afterward went 
to the Congo, they went fifty or sixty 
miles up the river — the salt was 
taken in, in small boxes, at Point Li- 
n», about fifty or sixty miles up the 



Congou-witness saw no slave barra- 
coons up the Congo — they took in 
also 4,000 sticks of fire wood, the 
most part of which they discharged 
at Cabenda — took in spars also, and 
landed them at Cabenda — they got 
provisions at Congo. 

Witness was born in Maryland, 
in the county of Worcester, on the 
Eastern Shore — he shipped in the 
Panther under his own name, but 
was called Long by some of the 
sailots on board who had served 
with him when he was before the 
mast — Long was his nick-name — 
might have once said in a joke that 
he had changed his name because he 
had found a protection that suited 
him — ^has no protection at present — 
left it on board the ship— always 
gets a new one on every voyage- 
never was called Littleton Long—* 
when he shipped at Rio Janeiro he 
expected to go first to Cabenda — 
was mate when they entered the 
Congo. 

James A. Potter examined by B. 
F. Hunt, Esq, — Is owner of the 
Panther— Clapp was highly recom- 
mended to him — believes him to be 
a man of intelligence and capacity — 
does not think he would have en- 
gaged in the slave trade — had no 
hidden meaning in his letters of in- 
structions to Captain Clapp, but in- 
tended to convey exactly what the 
words import in their common ac- 
ceptation. 

Tuesday, March 24. 

Passed Midshipman Newcomb 
again called. 

Slave ships now never carry 
shackles, on account of their suspi^ 
cious appearance and causing certain 
condemnation — the Pons had none 
on board — Bartles was called Long 
by the captain — assigned two differ- 
ent reasons for this — Congo is a freshf 
water river — is a slave mart. 

Mr, Potter — Called and examined 
by the court on the subject of any 
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remittances from Captaia Clapp, and 
iestified that he never received any 
remittance on account of the charter < 
party. 

The testimony was here closed. 

P. S. From the Charleston Mer- 
cury of Thursday we learn that the | 
jury could not agree and were dis- ! 
charged. Captain Pfi^ter, of the ; 
schooner Robert Wilson, was then | 
put on trial and found guilty, with a 
recommendation to mercy. 

We mentioned yesterday that 
Captain Pfister, of the schooner Ro- 
bert Wilson, had been found guilty, 
and that the jury could not agree in 
the case of Captain Clapp. The 
new trial of the latter is set down 
for the 18th of April. Motions for 
new trials in the cases of Captain 
Pfister, and Captain Larkin, of the 
schooner Merchant, also convicted, 
were argued on the 25th, and were 
to be decided the next day. 

We give an abridged report of 
Captain Foster's trial, from the 
Charleston News :— , 

James Griffin examined by the 
District Attorney, — Went on board 
the Robert Wilson 30th Oct., 1845, 
at Key West — shipped by Captain 
Pfister, before the mast — continued 
four days in that capacity, was then 
called aft by Captain Pfister and the 
Spanish captain, and asked if he 
would go as second mate at an ad- 
vance of $2 per month on his wages 
— refused at first, but on solicitation 
of Captain Pfister, who said he 
would see him righted, he accepted — 
lay three weeks in port of Key West 
fitting out for sea — the Spanish cap- 
tain was in Key West, but not on 
board at the time of his shipping—* 
ichooner sailed for Havana. 

Mr. Nenninger and the Spanish 
captain were on board during the 
passage — took in at Havana about 
150 pipes of fresh water and 40 or 50 
tierces of aguardiente, a large copper 
boiler, 1 case of spoons^ 2 cases of 



provisions, about 18 horse loads of 
fire wood, besides a large quantity of 
boards and ship's stores — the water 
casks were tinned over the bungs 
like spirit casks, and stowed in the 
lowei hold — ^saw both Ninninger ancl 
the Spanish captain on board while 
at Havana, busying themselves with 
receiving the cargo — the boards were 
laid as decks fore and aft — sailed 
from Havana 23d or 24th of Novem- 
ber — while in Havana witness went 
to the American consul and told him 
he thought the vessel was going into 
the slave trade and that he did not 
wish to go — the consul said it being 
Sunday he could do nothing, and 
asked why witness did not come be- 
fore-^witness said he had no chance 
to come before — the consul gave him 
a letter to a Mr. Smith — witness re- 
turned to his vessel — went to sea 
that day, being towed out by a 
steamer — the ship's company were 
composed of the crew that shipped 
in Key West and nine Spaniards 
besides. 

After getting to sea the following 
persons were in the cabin — Captain 
Pfister, Mr. Williams, first mate, the 
witness, the Spanish captain, Spanish 
mate, Spanish boatswain and a Span- 
ish boy — does not know the names 
of the Spaniards — there was no re* 
gular cook, but the crew took it in 
turn. They were 58 days on the 
passage — witness, in Port Praya, had 
a little disturbance with the chief 
mate, because he ordered witness to 
do what he did not want to do- 
witness made a signal to the James- 
town, whicK had arrived a day after 
the schooner — she sent her boat and 
witness went on board the James- 
town — the Jamestown took posses- 
sion of her after she came out of 
port — witness thought she was en- 
gaged in the slave trade from the ap^ 
pearance of the water, boileis aud 
false decks. 
He was on board the Jamestown 
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when the Robert Wilson was cap- 
tured; the Wilson went out first — 
Jamestown followed in 1^ hours — 
there was a chase— *the Jamestown 
fired a gun to bring her to^^the 
schooner did not heave to. 

LietUenant H, A, Chipman ex- 
amined. — Witness was attached as 
lieutenant to the United States ship 
Jamestown, and was put in charge 
of the schooner, under an order from 
Commodore Skinner, of the James- 
town, Qwhich he read.] He was sent 
on board the day of arrival of the 
Jamestown at Port Praya, with six 
marines, which he left there. He has 
seen the additional deck. It is not 
usual for vessels of that size to have 
twpdecks-r-the quantity of water was 
also unusual — witness has never 
heard of fresh water as ballast. 

The district attorney here read 
extracts from the log book detailing 
the events at Port Pray a, by which 
it appears that the Portuguese took 
possession of the Robert Wilson on 
her arrival, on suspicion of being a 
slaver.. She was afterwards relieved 
from the guard of soldiers, but the 
custom house officers remained. 
The Jamestown sent a boatswain 
and gang to assist the crew in getting 
up her rigging — also sent men to 
assist her in getting under way, 
which they did, and sailed, but were 
seized ^by the Jamestown at sea, a 
few miles from Port Praya. 

Seth Phelps examined, — Witness 
is a midshipman on board the James- 
town, and came home in the Robert 
Wilson, which arrived here on the 
11th of March — he was onboard the 
Robert Wilson at Port Praya, as a 
visiter, and the captain complained 
that he was kept a close prisoner by 
the Portuguese authorities^ and wish- 
ed to make this known to the com- 
modore. Witness informed the com- 
modore, who sent him to the Go- 
vernor to tell him that he should 
hold the Governor responsible for 



the captain and crew. Witness wa{ 
sent a second time to tell the Go- 
vernor that the Portuguese soldiers 
on board were stealing — the Governor 
replied that the things taken were 
those which were not in the manifest, 
and were taken by the custom house 
officers, and he could not prevent it^ 
The Jamestown went to Bravo to 
carry despatches — on returning to 
Port Praya, the Robert Wilson 
was found in charge of the custom 
house officers. Witness thinks that 
the captain of the schooner knew 
that she was going to be captured 
by the Jamestown as soon as she got 
out. 

/. L. Courtenay examined, — 
Witness is an ordinary seaman at 
the navy yard ; has assisted in break- 
ing up the cargo of the Robert Wil- 
son, which consisted of the follow- 
ing articles : — 4 bundles hoop iron; 
1 bundle of rivets, corresponding 
therewith ; 1 tierce of rice •, 2 bags 
and 5 bbls. cheese ; 500 wooden 
spoons, closely packed in a box ; 26 
large pipes aguardiente ; 6 smaller 
pipes aguardiente ; 120 casks fresh 
water, tinned over bung holes ; 1 
large iron boiler, capable of cooking 
for 300 or more persons ; 26 boards 
and scantling ; 2 casks of claret 
wine ; 27 new kegs without bung 
holes, and 3 with, of a size to make 
mess tubs if sawed through; 5 cords 
sawed wood ; 2 kegs wine. 

TESTIMONY IN BEHALF OF THE DE- 
FENDANT. 

Mr, Williams, chief mate, ex- 
amined. — Witness joined the Robert 
Wilson at Key West — the Robert 
Wilson was wrecked on the Florida 
reefs and bought at Key West by 
S. Nenninger — took passengers, 
Nenninger and a Spaniard, at Ha- 
vana — understood were going to Ca- 
benda — understood were going on a 
trading voyage — never was on board 
a slaver — put into Port Praya for 
water — this is a proper course on 
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tbeway to Africa ; Capt. Pfister at 
Port Praya determined to return to 
the United States and deliver the vessel 
tip to the owners at Baltimore- 
witness went with the captain to 
the consuPs office— they left all the 
foreigners at Port Praya — witness 
knows Griffin, who was second mate 
at Havana ; Griffin came aboard on 
the day of sailing rather tight, and 
they lashed his hands together : on 
Sunday morning Griffin told him he 
knew what the schooner was going 
after — that she was going after ne- 
groes ; he saw he was drunk, and 
ordered him aboard : Griffin was 
broken, but at the request of witness, 
in three or four days, was reinstated — 
witness explained the nature of the 
additional deck : the forward part the 
sailors used on account of the fore- 
castle being so small, on the after- 
part they stored their provisions — 
the planks were laid on beams which 
formed a part of the ship. 

Cross examined.^^B on very 
friendly terms with Capt. Pfister, 
and shonld be sorry to see anythbg 
happen to him — ^had he known of 
Buch a cargo his suspicions would 
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have been excited — she was fitted 
out in Key West — ^Don Eduardo, the 
Spaniard in the cabin, had a chrono* 
meter and assisted in taking the time 
— understood that the schooner was to 
go from Havana to the coast of Afri- 
ca, thence to Rio Janeiro, and then 
to the United States. 

The counsel for the defendant now 
gave in evidence— the charter party, 
dated in Havana 8th Nov, 1845. 
between Von Pfister on the part of the 
owners, and D. Firay, merchant of 
Havana, stipulating that the R. W. 
was to make sail for the port of Ca^ 
benda and receive cargo, to receive 
$4,500, of which $2,500 was to be 
paid in advance at Havana, and the 
rest at Montevideo. 

The Slave Trading Cases. — 
Sentence was yesterday passed in 
the U. S. Court on Lorin Larkin, 
master of the schooner Merchant, 
and Wm. Von Pfister, of the Bob- 
ert Wilson, convicted of engaging in 
the slave trade. The punishment 
was the lowest allowed by law — 
three years' imprisonment and $1,000 
fine. — Charleston Mercury of Feb. 
28. 
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In expectation that the subject of 
our relations with the American Co- 
lonization Society will be brought be- 
fore the ensuing Legislature, the late 
election was contested with more 
zeal and spirit than any which has 
been held for years.' But the zeal 
and spirit were different in character 
and manifestation from what has 
been exhibited on former exciting 
occasions r Unlike the violent, noisy, 
and rancorous spirit of 1840, which 
regarded men more than measures, 
the people on the present occasion 
came to the ballot-box calmly and 
deliberately fixed in their opinion, 
under the impression that a subject 

12 



of deepest importance is now to be 
determined. Indeed, some indivi- 
duals displayed a degree of cool cal- 
culation which until then they were 
I not thought to possess. Will you 
vote for such an one ? asked a brain- 
less zealot. The reply was yes ; I 
do not like him so well, it is true, 
but he is a sensible man, and his in- 
terest is staked with ours. He can 
do no injury to me which will not 
efiect him. If all democrats acted 
thus, then would democracy be a 
beautiful affair ! ! 

Some, indeed, entertained fears 
that the Legislature will act with 
rashness and precipitancy, and carry 
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ft modification of our present relation 
further than the circumstances of the 
case require. All such fears, how- 
ever, are idle ; because any modifica- 
tion will destroy the constitution un- 
der which the members of council 
are elected, and which before they 
enter upon their duties they are 
Bworn to support; and any act of 
theirs, therefore, which would im- 
pair this charter, would be ipso facto 



ilrttiial fr0 
The barqae Rothschild arrived at New 
York, 11th ult., 40 days from Monrovia, 
Liberia. Dr. Lugenbeel came passenger 
in her, for the purpose of recruiting his 
health, which has been much impaired. 
He brought a small boy liberated from a 
slave factory north of Monrovia. He 



invalid. It is to be believed, certainly 
it is to be hoped, that the successful 
candidates expect to do nothing more 
in their legislative capacity than give 
the resolutions sent out by the Board 
of Managers their calmest and most 
deliberate attention, and suggest to 
the people the course, when the re- 
solutions go before them, that sound 
wisdom and policy dictate. — Liberia 
Herald, 

m irilietta. 

speaks English already tolerably well, and 
says, with particular emphasis, that bis 
name is R. R. Gurlet. Several other 
passengers came in the vessel. 

The latest intelligence will be found in 
the succeeding column, in a letter from Go- 
vernor Roberts. 
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Government House, 
Monrovia, March ibth, 1S46. 

Sir : — I have the honor to inform you of 
the safe arrival, at this port, on the 15th 
inst., of the barque «* Rothschild," from 
New Orleans, with siiijty-three emigrants, 
from Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississip- 
pi; all in good health and spirits, and, I 
believe, well pleased with their new home. 
We fortunately succeeded in completing 
the preparations we had commenced on 
the N. W. bank of the St. Paul's, just in 
time for their reception, where they are 
now comfortably situated in their own 
houses. 

I received by the ''Rothschild" a long 
letter from Rev. Mr. Cowan, respecting a 
suitable tract of country for Kentucky in 
Liberia, and a location for the present com- 
pany of immigrants; and it may not be out 
4>f place for me to give you here an extract 
of my letter to him in reply ; it is as fol- 
lows : " According to instructions received 
from Rev. Mr. McLain, in December last, 
I have selected, for Kentucky in Liberia, 
a beautiful and fertile tract of country on 
the N. W. side of the St. Paul's river, ex* 
tendiog along the river from the settlement of 
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Millsburg, twenty miles, to the sea ; thence 
running along the sea-beach in a north- 
westerly direction, twenty-five or thirty 
miles; thence into the interior forty or fifty 
miles. This tract embraces all the pur- 
chased territory on the north side of the St. 
Paul's river. We hope soon, however, to 
extend our purchases in that direction, and 
will then be able to assign to Kentucky in 
Liberia all the territory you may require* 
For fertility, salubrity and convenience, I 
presume a better location cannot be select- 
ed on the coast. On the site selected for 
the settlement, (on the bank of the river, 
equi-distant between the settlement of 
Millsburg and the sea,) I have had erected 
for the accommodation of the immigrants, 
at a cost of three hundred dollars, (plank 
and nails for doors and windows not in- 
cluded,) fifteen comfortable houses of na- 
tive construction, 14 by 28 feet; and am 
happy to inform you that they have aU 
been placed immediately on their farms, 
where, in six months, with a little industry 
and frugality, they will be able to place 
themselves in independent circumstances. 
The buildings being more than sufficient 
for the accommodation of the emigrants 
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from Kentucky, those from Tennessee and 
Mississippi have also been placed there, 
'where they will remain at least for a few 
months. Should they desire to settle there 
permanently, as I believe they do, shall I 
assign them lands according to your agree- 
ment with those from Kentucky ? I think 
it will be well to do so; the numerical 
atrength of the settlement will then be suf- 
ficient to secure the settlers against any at- 
tempt on tlie part of the natives, to com- 
mit depredations on their farms, and other 
annoyances that might possibly arise/' 

Enclosed I send you a certificate of the 
landing of twenty-three emigrants, from 
the estate of the late Christopher Houston, 
of Giles county, Tennessee ; sent to the 
colony by Colonel James S. Haynes, of 
Cannerville, Tennessee* Colonel Haynes 
requests that you will forward it to him to 
be presented to the court to obtain his dis- 
charge. Those immigrants from Tennes- 
see, though they have been detained in the 
United States eight years since the death 
of their master, have come to the colony in 
a most destitute condition, and will need 
some little additional assistance from the 
Society to enable them to be prepared to 
:take care of themselves, at the expiration 
of the six months that they are supported 
by the Society. 

The commissioners have not yet return- 
ed from the leeward; I understand, how- 
ever, that they are succeeding well. It is 
rumored, that they have purchased Nanna 
. Kroo, King Will Town, Niffoo, and Little 
Sesters, and have fair prospects of obtain- 
ing several other valuable and important 
tracts. There is no question, sir, as to the 
necessity of prosecuting, with all possible 
dispatch, the purchase of the coast; cer- 
tainly to extinguish as rapidly as possible 
the native title to all the territoiy lying be- 
tween the extreme points of colonial juris- 
diction. I find that this is becoming more 
and more difficult eveiy day, in conse- 
quence of the opposition of foreign traders, 
who are doing all they can to prevent it, 
fearing it may interrupt theif trade with the 



natives^ I think, however, we shall ba 
able to accomplish it with the $15,000. 

A few weeks ago, I made a short visit to 
Greenville, Sinou, and was pleased to find 
that Mr. Murray had nearly succeeded in 
completing the " Receptacle," of which I 
advised you some months ago. It is a 
commodious building, two stories high, and 
vnll accommodate, comfortably, about sixty 
or seventy inmiigrants, reserving one-half 
of the first story for a warehouse. 

The colonists, settled up the river, are rer 
covering rapidly from the heavy losses they 
sustained last season; caused by an un- 
usual freshet in the river, which overflowed 
its banks and destroyed most of their crops; 
they are in good spirits, and going ahead 
finely. They are anxious to know if they 
are shortly to be joined by the Ross people ; 
if so, they wish to be preparing for them. 
Can you give them any information re- 
specting their probable fate ? 

The settlements at Greenville are de- 
cidedly improving; the same may be safely 
said in regard to the settlements in Grand 
Bassa; indeed, throughout the common- 
wealth. 

The subject of agriculture is every- 
where claiming attention; some of oui 
wealthiest citizens, who heretofore thought 
of nothing else but their merchandize, art 
now embarking a part of their capital in the 
enterprise, and are zealously engaged in cnU 
tivating the soil: the only sure road l» 
wealth and independence. 

For particulars respecting the present 
condition of the colony, the health and 
prospects of the newly arrived immigrants^ 
&c., &c., I beg to refer you to Dr. Lugen- 
beel, who, at the earnest recommendation 
of his friends, has concluded to visit the 
United States for the benefit of his health, 
which has become considerably impaired 
by the efiects of an African climate ; in- 
deed, for the last two or three months, in 
consequence of illness, he has not been 
able to give, scarcely, any attention to his 
professional duties. The department, 
however, has not suffered. He has visitail 
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Abe immigrants as often as his health would 
permit, and given general directions, but 
4hei duties have chiefly devolved upon his 
btiidents, who, I believe, have given general 
aafisfaction. Mr. Smith, who had charge 
J)fithat part of the Roanoke's company that 
jtettled up the river, has been remarkably 
jBuecessful; and the few that remained here 
^^i«ye also been carried through the season- 
liiig with great success. 

Dr. Lugenbeel deserves much credit for 
^i^ unremitting attention in superintending 
4he studies of those young men, and I be- 
^^ve they have met his most sanguine ex- 
fl^ctations. He thinks them fully compe- 
•^nt tb take charge of the immigrants 
inuring his absence; otherwise, I believe, 
^e would not think of leaving now, not- 
- withstanding the feebleness of his health. It 
J0 also my opinion. 

: The Doctor thought first of making a 
visit to the Islands, in some American 
.man-of-war bound to windward ; but it oc- 
ycurred to me that he would probably be 
ivabsent on such a visit three or four months; 
.nearly as long as would take to make a trip 
to the United States ; I therefore . advised 
the latter, as, in that case, he could give 
lyou much valuable information respecting 
)the condition of things in the colony, and 
-otherwise advance the cause of coloniza- 
tion. By the way, the Doctor remarked to 
me the other day, that he intended to relin- 
• quish, in favor of his students, the amount 
he would be entitled to receive from the 
Society during his absence. I presume he 
has concluded to do so in consequence of 
the meagre support they have received at 
our hands, though I have done the best I 
could for them, in the absence of any spe- 
cific instructions from you in regard to 
their maintenance. My brother, you are 
aware, nas been supported at my own 
chaige, which, by the by, I cannot very 



well afford, and the Doctor, to my know- 
ledge, has made Mr. Smith several small 
presents. 

I see by the papers, you have had a peti- 
tion before Congress, praying the recogni- 
tion of Liberia, which was laid on the 
table ; I hope, bowever, it will be followed 
up, and that the United States Government 
will be the first to acknowledge us. I 
rather think your statesmen are not folly 
informed in regard to the importance of 
American commerce on this coast, and the 
necessity of watching closely their interest 
in this quarter. As insignificant as Libe- 
ria may appear, she has already opened quite 
an extensive trade with the vast interior of 
this country, which is d^ily increasing, and 
will continue to increase as civilization ad- 
vances, fmd which, in a few years, will re- 
quire a large quantity of foreign raoQufae- 
tures to supply. Shall it be mont^lised 
by others? 

We are anxiously awaiting to hear fironi 
you what action the Society has taiken in 
regard to^the independence of the colony ; 
some decided measures have, no doubt, 
been taken. May Heaven direct us, and 
the result be salutary. 

Enclosed you will receive invoice and 
bill of lading for twelve tons camwood 
shipped to your address. 

A melancholy accident happened en our 
bar yesterday ; a boat from the U. S. ship 
«* Marion," attempting to cross it, missed 
the channel and was upset — Midshipman 
Bartlett and one of the crew were drowned. 
No news respecting the " John Seys.'* 
Very respectfully. 
Your ob't servant, 
J. J. ROBERTS. 
Rev. y^, McLa.in, 
See, and Treas, jS. C 8., 
WaskingUm City, D, C, 
|i VhUed States f^jSmeriea, 
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This association held its annual meet- 
ing at the Tabernacle last night, (the 12th,) 
at 7i o'clock, the President in the Chair. 



The auditory was very large, and many 
distinguished colomzationists were on 'the 
platform. 
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A prayer was offered by the Rev. Mt. 
Levins ; after which, Dr. Reese, the secre- 
tary of the society, rose and stated, that in 
view of the number of speakers, the commit- 
tee would dispense with reading the annual 
report or detaining the audience. A few 
facts only will be given. The report is to 
be printed. Signal prosperity last year 
had attended the society. The receipts 
of the parent society were larger than du- 
ring any preceding year. A supply ship 
has been chartered and sent out on the 
coast, to relieve the wants of the 766 re- 
captured Africans, laden with provisions, 
clothing, and useful articles^ which expedi- 
tion has cost the society over ^5,000. Two 
vEluable emigrants went out in that vessel : 
Mr. Ray, of Ohio, and Mr. Cornish, of this 
city, both young men of character and tal- 
ents, whose education and talents will 
qualify them to be a blessing to the colony. 

A flattering picture of the general con- 
dition of the colony is then given. They 
have prohibited the retailing of spirituous 
liquors^ except on a license of $500 being 
paid for it. They have two newspapers, 
edited by colored, men. Their governor, 
judges, &c., are black men ; and a high com- 
pliment is paid to the character of Gov. 
Roberts. 

In Liberia the door is open to the col<»ed 
race to the highest situations. Their color, 
instead of being a drawback upon their ef- 
forts to rise, is a passport and qualification 
for the race of competition with their coun- 
trymen in every department. In its selec- 
tion to the Missionary work, the colony 
ptresents a great and effectual door, through 
which access may be had to the 150 mil- 
lions of the kinsmen according to the flesh, 
who now lie entombed in superstition and 
shrouded in moral darkness. Every set- 
tlement upon the coast of Africa, from Cape 
Palmas to Cape Mount^ is a light to wel- 
come the Missionary and the Bible, the 
school and the church, while by sending 
their light back into the gloomy night of 
the continent, they portend that coming 
day when Ethiopia shall stretch out her 
luoids to God. 



The report refers to the capture K*0thtt'^ 
*'Pons, of Philadelphia," with her 900'siirt^8i' 
and to other ships captured by our n«lvyj 4b 
proof of the disgraceful fact that the#6 yei^ 
are American citizens inhuman aridlJiiSS'^ 
enough to engage in this horrid and'^e^olt- ' 
ing traffic. The report eloquently '^nH'' 
powerfully urges the duty and nece'd^y af ' 
taking some more efficient measures WjJtif' 
an end to this abominable traffic. ;" ' ''' 

The recent landing of 756 recaptntfed 'Afi ' 
ricans at Monrovia, is mentioned'Ay'ohli'' 
of the most interesting events in thfe lilstolf^^ ' 
of the colony, and the benevokiitfe'slfsd'' 
generosity of the inhabitants inpW^iAti^* 
shelter and food for those helpless' Jl-^h^fi's, * 
is spoken of in terms of merited coliitenclk-' ' 
tion and praise. .v)i(i/ "i- 

In view of these several aspect^ Wtne 
cause of African Colonization, me Wew" 
York State Society records its iiitii-ieisiiig^'' 
confidence that the enterprise is' df'tx'dd,^ 
and that its success is prolific ot'^ikfd 1io\' 
the African race, whether free or etisliv^S'. ^ 

The report remarks : Our enter^Hse ik'no 
longer an experiment, for our siifet^eS^' has 
demonstrated the following factSi'viz't' ' ' ' 

1st. That even African slaves, wheii 
transplanted to a free soil, are capable' of 
self-government. 

2d. That all the blessings of civilization, 
and Christianity may be extenaed fo. the 
natives of that continent of heathenism, as 
rapidly as colonies can be planted on the 
coast. / ' 

3d. That the slave trade can t)e banished 
from every part of the coast, in precisely Ihe^ 
same ratio that the settlements oi* Christian, 
colonies can be multiplied. 

4th. That missionary station^' ana'scbobls 
may be successfully established amopg, me , 
tribes of Africa to any extent,\f protecited 
by colonies of civilized and Christian, ineii, 

■•■^•/■i niTT ."I'H 

on the coast. , , . . 

5th. That a refuge and home may thu&, 
be provided for recaptured ^fpcans^^,tha^ 
wretched victims of slave jj^lps^^Jj|[j||\^^ • 
rescued by the vigilance ^^^Iffii^M^^ */ 
our navy, or by the military VWfSM^^^(\?» 
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lonists in breaking up slave factories in their 
vicinities. 

The report mentions, among the encour- 
aging indications of the past year, the co- 
operation of the public press throughout 
the state, by their readiness in publishing 
intelligence from the colonies, and in insert- 
ing the circulars and appeals of the Society 
without any charge. 

The report concludes with an appeal to 
the friends of the African race for greater 
liberality towards the cause of colonization 
than has yet been extended to it, and ex- 
presses a confidence that the time is at 
hand when multitudes of the more en- 
lightened among our free colored popula- 
tion will flock to our colonies on the coast 
of Africa, and find that the return to their 
father laod is not merely the dictate of 
wise policy, but manifestly their duty, to 
which they are called by the indications of 
Divine Providence, which points them to 
this refuge of freedom for themselves and 
their posterity. 

After the reading of the report, a negro 
boy, a captive taken from one of the slave 
factories, and just arrived from Africa, un- 
der the charge of Dr. Lugenbeel, was 
brought upon the stage, and exhibited to 
the audience. 

Mr. Reese then introduced to the meet- 
ing Mr. Seymour, (colored,) an American, 
who has been for some years in the colony 
of Liberia. He was a good-looking mulat- 
to, and came upon the stage attired in a 
complete African dress, with a whip in 
his hand, and having hung around him 
various trinkets, which, he began by say- 
ing, composed the attire and equipments 
of an African chief. He explained the 
way in which the different garments and 
blankets were made and dyed. Some of 
them were very beautiful in fabric and co- 
lor. The whip, with two thongs, was that 
with which the slaves are driven to market. 
There were various bags to carry different 
things ; and a horn (very handsome) which 
is sounded for attack and retreat. All these 
things^were looked upon by the' audience 
witk a great deal of interest. 



The speaker said he was bom in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, and had gonetoLiberia» 
though much censured by his brethren, to 
obtain the liberty and equality he could 
never find here, but which he had found in 
that colony. He had then found what he 
had never known before — the right to ex- 
ercise all the privileges of a man. (Ap- 
plause.) He lived there happily. It was 
the only place where the coldred people of 
this land can ever enjoy any thing like a true 
equality and liberty. He had gone to da» 
and was doing what be could, to prepare 
the way for them there. He had tried 
to do so, by every means in his power. 
He gloried that he had been there. Pro- 
phecy had foreshadowed the fact that his 
people, carried away, and harshly treated, 
for years, would be restored to their mother 
land. He believed that that prophecy was 
now in the full process of fulfilment. He 
was going back to Africa, willing to give 
up his all — his energy — his strength, in 
the service of Liberia, and her objects^ 
The speaker then went on to describe the 
sort of duty he bad been called upon to 
perform in Liberia. — He had been a mem- 
ber of Congress; a Preacher of the Gospel; 
a Justice of the Peace; and a captain in 
the local militia. (A laugh.) He said 
that God was for the colony, and it conld 
not fall. Then he described what was 
wanted for the colony: the means of build- 
ing a steam saw mill, and a steam mill to 
grind sugar. They wanted to make their 
own sugar and their own molasses, &c. 

Dr. Lugenbeel, a (white) Colonial Phy- 
sician, just from Liberia, was the next to 
take the stand. He had just arrived. He 
had no idea of speaking. He was unused to 
appear before such an audience. Not ex- 
pecting to do so, be was not prepared, 
and scarcely knew how to commence a 
speech. Notwithstanding he bad been 
from this, his native land, three years, de- 
prived of the society of a loving mother 
and affectionate sisters, and in a foreign 
country he had not been without all -the 
care and attention, in sickness and in healthy 
which they were wont to bestow him^ He 
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had received every kindness and attention 
from those whom he found in Liberia. He 
had been all the time among friends, who had 
exhibited always towards him every care 
and attention which friends could lavish 
upon him. He gave as the reason of his 
going out that he wished to teach two of 
the colored colonists how to be useful to 
their fellow citizens, in case of sickness. 
He had done this, and had now returned 
for the recovery of his somewhat impaired 
health. He intended, at some future day, 
again to return. He then proceeded to 
give some account of the bright little boy, 
before described, whom he had brought 
home with him. He was a Congo, and 
had been brought to the coast, to a slave 
factory there established within the juris- 
diction of Liberia, north of Monrovia, 
and within the jurisdiction of the colony, by 
one of his own countrymen, to sell at a 
slave factory there. 

But as soon as the Governor heard of its 
existence, he sent the marshal, with a 
deputation of colonists, to break it up, which 
they did, and rescued four boys, of whom 
this is one. He then described the case of 
the ** Pons," and her captives, and what 
had been done with them. He described 
the weather as being tolerable to whites, 
after going through with, the inevitable 
acclimating fever, — ^but quite congenial 
to the blacks, who enjoyed good health. 
Being asked by one of the audience what the 
boy before them cost at Monrovia, he said 
$16, and would bring $250 to $300 on 
reaching Brazil ! 

The President then announced the Rev. 
Dr. Winans, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, south. 

I enquired, said Pr. W., if there was a 
resolution for me, and was told not» but 
that I might manufacture one for myself. 
I thought it best to manufacture a resolu- 
tion, and move that it be resolved, that it is 
deshrable the extracts which have been read, 
be given to the public. I do not like to 
see a garbled account of a matter of so 
Much importuice. I wish myself to have 



a copy of that report to take with me to 
the south, and I fear that it will not be 
presented early enough. I ask, therefore, 
to have a copy sent me. 

No motive of slight importance, Mr. 
President, would have brought me here at 
this time. The summons which called me, 
found me engaged in ecclesiastical busi- 
ness, and but for the importance of the ob* 
ject and its public bearing, I should not 
have been persuaded to leave and come 
here. 

I wish I had brought to the advocacy 
of the cause greater ability than I shall ex- 
hibit, but to what I am able to produce you 
are welcome, and would be were it a thou- 
sand times more beneficial. I come to ad- 
vocate colonization in Liberia, on the coast 
of Africa. I am no feed advocate, but am 
prompted by an affection for the cause 
which has grown and strengthened as I 
have seen its importance. I was bom to 
anti-slavery principles, and nourished in 
them through all my childhood and* youth, 
and those principles have never forsaken 
me. They are strong witHtn me at thia 
moment, and I expect to die an anti-sla* 
very man. (Applause.) For very many 
years after I became acquainted with the 
subject, for I was a full grown man before 
I knew much of the matter except in name^ 
and as it stood in opposition to liberty, I 
was utterly hopeless with regard to the con- 
summation of the anti-slavery wis h. I look- 
ed upon the subject as involved in utter dark- 
ness, with not a ray of light shining upon 
it, no avenue from which to retreat, and, 
although my desire was that slavery might 
cease in the United States — though I wished 
it as a patriot and a man, I saw not how it 
could be done consistently with the safety 
of the country or the happiness of the slave 
himself. My convictions were then as 
now, deliberate and fixed that there would 
be no period to slavery without coloniza- 
tion, or the sacrifice of the public and the 
ruin of the slave. Colonization dawned 
upon the darkness, and shows to my perfect 
aatisfliction a means, a way in which we 
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can be delivered of thia incubus, can remove 
this blot from our escutcheon to the mutual 
interest of the nation and the slave. We 
are anxious to put slavery among the things 
that have been, and I pronounce with confi- 
dence that colonization alone will secure 
this result ; the result is desirable and more 
desirable, perhaps, to the whites than to 
the colored people themselves. B^ for 
the name of liberty, the slave of the United 
States is in the enjoyment of as much com- 
fort and happiness as those of the domestic 
class, the laboring class, perhaps, of any 
country on the face of the earth. — (Hisses 
and applause, which continued some time, 
and which the Rev. gentleman seemed to 
bear with great equanimity.) 

I assure the audience, (continued the 
Rev. speaker, when the noise had in some 
measure subsided,) that the applause dis- 
turbed me more than the hisses, (a laugh.) 
I have no doubt of the truth of the position 
I have announced. Into that statement I 
do not iatend to go. Suffice it to say, one 
who went to England for the express pur- 
pose of meeting a committee associated for 
the purpose of relieving the slaves, pro- 
nounced that he would rather his children 
would be bom under the institutions of the 
South in America than be bom a poor man 
in England. But I conceive that it is of 
vast importance to the United States that 
slavery should be banished^ and I pray 
God the time may come when the foot- 
print of a slave shall not be found on our soil. 
I do not expect to live to see the day . Not- 
withstanding I am not much of a shouter, 
although I am a Methodist, I believe I 
should shout most lustily should I behold 
that event. There are circumstances which 
end<^ar the Colonization Society to me. 
Many hearts in this assembly must have 
bounded with pleasure as mine did, in 
hearing the statements which have been 
madiB this evening. It is the only way to 
efibct what we desire. We may talk of 
thehatefiilsltvatrBde as much as we please, 
and legifliata as much as we please, 
ctfl itpiracy to be engaged in it, and still 



the slave trade will go on» go on with in* 
creasing horror. There is one way by 
which it can be prevented, and prevented 
it ought and will be, let the colonization en- 
terprise go on till there shall be*a skirt of 
colonies all along the coast. There will 
then be no more slave-trading, and proba* 
bly the trade will never cease till such 
shall be the case. But there is another 
view of the case— of all people on tha 
face of the earth the people of Africa have 
been considered as sitting in the greatest 
darkness. What shall be done to enlighten 
them? We establish missionary enter* 
prises, send men out into the midst of that 
thick darkness, to proclaim the doctrine of 
Jesus Christ, and yet the African him- 
self must be taught. A white man can hard- 
ly live there, and, were it otherwise, the 
cupidity of a certain nation would yet 
crowd the colonists out and put in their 
place their own mercantile establishments 
to perpetuate and increase the evil. The 
fact is, every colored settlement you estab- 
lish in Africa is a point from which happi- 
ness irradiates to the surrounding country. 
It takes hold of the African and brings him 
to the foot of the cross. 

Many objections have been raised against 
colonization on the coast, and one is that 
the climate is so unhealthy that it is a sac- 
rifice of the lives of the colonists. Let 
the statistics of this colony be compared 
with that of any other new country which 
ever was settled, and I hesitate not to say 
there will be found less of mortality than in 
any other — ^less than there was among the 
first pilgrims at Plymouth or among the 
early settlers at James river — ^less than in 
any other new colony, whether populated by 
white or colored. The hand of God, per- 
haps, a in it to shield those who go back to 
that eoontiy from which they have been 
dragged. 

I am glad to see our friend Seymour 
here, and glad of the object for which he 
has come— he has come for his family^-lo 
remove them if they will go ; if not, to go 
without them; that is one of the greatest 
aignments thai can be adduced in ftvor of 
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the high ettimttion' in which they who 
know it hold the colony. His purpose Is 
to proTe that that is the proper home for 
the colored man, and that there he may en- 
joy equal happiness and privileges with 
the men of any other clime. 

I know of bat one serioas objection to 
colonization, but one fear. I am very sure 
that the benevolence of the United States 
will continue to support the colony, and 
that emigrants enough will be found to go ; 
bat my fear is that it will be invaded by 
the mercantile cupidity of a nation which 
has never yet paused where its interest 
was concerned in grasping every thing 
within its reach ; perhaps this will be done 
too under the guise of benevolence. It 
will be said, as it was said to Seymour, co- 
lonization is calculated to rivet the bonds 
of slavery, and therefore they will be 
against it ; but the true object will be to 
extend the commercial advantages of a na- 
tion which now boasts that the sun never 
eets on its empire. This may be done, but 
I humbly trust in God to forbid it; we 
make a solemn remonstrance against its 
being done. We ask that those people as- 
sembled under the canopy of institutions 
calculated to bless them and their posterity, 
shall be left undisturbed. 

I do not wish to detain the audience for 
the sake of speaking. I would not if I 
could, but it can easily be perceived 
I am laboring under the efiects of indisposi- 
tion. The evening is much advanced, and 
we expect addreeses to which we will 
listen with great interest I therefore give 
place to others, pledging myself that I will 
live an advocate of the cause, if I can speak 
in my last moments I will die its advocate, 
and if so happy as to live among the bless- 
ed in eternity, will' no doubt rejoice in its 
triumph. I am told a subscription is to be 
taken up, and I foe) that for such an object 
many of you will gladly part with a small 
portion of your means. 

Rev. Dr. Tyng was the next speaker. 
He really had not expected, he sadd, to be 
called upon to speak again upon this sub- 



ject, in this place. Upon the last occaskm, 
a few weeks ago, he had had the pleasure of - 
catching the biggest fish that came oat of 
the sea, that night. A paper had been 
sent him, making an appointmenT at 12 the 
next day, which be kept, and on callings 
be was made the depository of a donation 
of $1,000 from the individual who had 
made the appointment, to the cause of co- 
lonization, and for the rescue and educa- 
tion of those wretched beings, one of ^honk 
now sat before him. (Applause.) That 
incident had convinced him that there was 
a vein of liberality beneath the soil, here 
in New York, which had never before been 
penetrated. And he would suggest that 
there might be some one present upon this 
occasion, who felt like making another 
'such appointment with him for to-morrow. 
If so, he would pledge his character for 
punctuality, (as yet never, for a moment, 
forfeited,) to call on him at precisely the 
hour he should name, to-morrow, if it was 
within the compass of this island. (Laugh- 
ter and applause.) Dr. Tyng said he 
agreed vrith Dr. V^nans as to the proba- 
bility that the colonies would become ob- 
jects of human cupidity. But he supposed 
that he miijht have a somewhat more Cal- 
vanistic reliance on grace than the Doctor, 
(a smile,) for he could not bring himself 
to think that God would allow this cupidi- 
ty of man to prevail against a work like 
this. While^the one might make a path- 
way through the sea, for the furtherance of 
its designs. Heaven would interfere a cor- 
don of fire to protect that work from dan- 
ger. (Applause.) He did not believe so 
glorious apian could be defeated. Grod's 
grace could restrain the passions of men, 
and could say to them, as to the waves that 
wash the sands of those d^tant shores, 
«* thus far shall ye come and no further, 
and here shall your pride be stayed 1 " The 
cause must and would go on — and would 
open a door for the safety of the colored 
race now living in oppression and degrada- 
tion. The soil must be cultivated. The 
work must be perfected, in defiance ef the 
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gooBe-Hke hissing which may be, as once 
or twice to-night, raised against it. This 
is the only true way to benefit the colored 
race here, and in Africa also. And he ex- 
horted all to put beneath their feet the 
senseless reproach, that, while engaged in 
this work, they were acting the parts of pro- 
slavery men. 

Rev. Dr. Macauley related an anecdote, 
tending to do justice to Ireland, as never 
having had a slave owner or slave trader 
within her borders. A company was once 
conceived, but when the articles were 
all drawn up, a Mr. McCabe, who, it was 
thought, would be one of the. principal co- 
partners, raised the paper to Heaven, and 
imprecated a curse on the hand that should 
ever be set to it. And that curse never fell 
from Heaven — for no hand was ever put to 
the paper. 

Mr. Latrobe, of Baltimore, the'president 
of the Maryland Colonization Society, next 
took the floor. He gave a glowing de- 
scription of Maryland in Liberia, named 
after the State which had established it, 
The flag of Liberia — the American stripes, 
vnth the Christian cross in the place of the 
stars, floated over it and over the other 
settlements there. He described, too, the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission station of 
Mount Emery, the Protestant Episcopal 
Mission, and the Presbyterian Mission, 
Fairhope : all of which were the result of 
efforts, he said, made by the State of Ma- 
ryland alone, as a recompense to the chil- 
dren of those whose fathers had served 
the fathers of those who were now ardent- 
ly engaged in this great and glorious 
work. (Great applause.) There institu- 
tions are all prosperous, and why ? They 
are the result of a stem necessity, which 
prohibits the existence of two distinctive 
races of people, who cannot amdgamate 
by marriage, in one land. History and the 
experience of the world had proved this, 
in other cases, to be true. The Moors and 
the Spaniards could never occupy the same 
8oil, nor the Indians and the Whites. Nor 
jkpuM the Saxons and the Normans, until 



they had intermarried with each other. 
Theonly relation that can ever exist, in 
this country, between the colored and 
white races, is that of master and servant, 
— oppressors and oppressed. One inust 
yield; and which? Must it not be the 
weaker ? And that to this events were 
already rapidly tending, the speaker main- 
tained, by giving proof of various employ- 
ments once worthy in the hands of the 
colored laborers, which were now monopo- 
lized by the whites: all going, with 
other things, to show that sooner or later, 
for their own comfort, welfare, and safety, 
they must go. And is it, he asked, a mat- 
ter of reproach and hissing, on their part, 
or that of friends, that we would provide 
them a home in anticipation of such an 
event? God forbid that such blindness 
should any longer continue ! The time is 
coming. It may not be for years and years ; 
but it is as inevitable as the flow of one 
second of time into another. We desire to 
anticipate this coming day. We have 
opened a safety valve. We may not live 
to see the glorious result. Sir, you may 
plant a tree, of the fruit of which you shall 
never eat, but which will bear luxuriantly 
for the enjoyment of your children, and 
your children's children. It is not an idle 
fancy, then, sir. It is a sure event, which 

time will prove to be ine^it^lc* 

Mr. L ., assuming that the annual increase 
of the slave population, in this countiy, 
had now reached the ratio of 70,000, and 
that the annual immigration into 'this 
country from Europe was 200,000, (as in 
1882,) proceeded to argue that the same 
reasons which prompted the European 
immigrant hither, to fly from a land of op- 
pression to one of liberty, would also impel 
the colored people of this country, if a way 
were opened to them, to do so likewise. 
Who pays all the passages out of these emi- 
grants? What societies have ^they to see 
to their coming? They come out with 
their own means— mainly. And for what? 
To better their condition. And for the 
like reasons will these poor creatures wb^ 
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suffered here, be g!ad to go to a land which 
shall be to them a secure haven of that 
freedom which they can never experience 
here. Be it oar task to open this asylum 
to them, and to keep it open. Let us make 
Africa attractive to them, by means of colo- 
nization. The colored man has here no 
rights ; and he must better his condition by 
going to Africa. And Mr. L. then went 
on to show the importance, in a commer- 
cial point of view, of these new colonies. 
He told a story of a black ship-carpenter, 
who was sent out to Liberia, with every- 
thing necessary to build a clipper there- 
even to the necessary planks. On the 
voyage the planks were lost But the So- 
ciety heard from the carpenter after his arri- 
val, who told them that he had found the 
timber at Liberia, even better than that of 
America, that he had built and lannched 
his 80 ton clipper, and was only waiting 
to receive a compass from the Society, to 
enable him — ^the colored carpenter, who 
bad built her— to bring her with his own 
hands home to Baltimore. (Applause.) 
And he asked if the flag already described 
would protect her in our waters, and was 
told that it would! (Renewed applause.) 
Commerce ? Yes, indeed, sir ! Look at 
that boy before us. He never put shoes on 
his feet before this day. The native fash- 
ion in Africa does not include that luxury. 
But now, don't you think there may pos- 
sibly be a demand for the article there ? 
Enough, sir, doubtless, ere long, to give 
employment to every lapstone in all New 
England! (Laughter and applause.) We 
don't ask you to pay for the transporta- 
tion across the waters of all who will 
go. Although I may as well remark, that 
for every |^0, as you will send to the Mary- 
land (or any other southern) Coloniza- 
tion Society, they will undertake to send 
to Liberia a liberated slave I (Great 
applause*) 

Mr, dtfOeti.— And so will the New York 
Colonization Society, too! (Applause.) 

Mr. Latrobe continued. — ^An offer made 
much oftener, sir* than taken. And he 



proceeded to show, in a veiy"^ inteieating 
manner, what was the effect of coloniza- 
tion upon the colonized.' This he illustrated 
by the deeply interesting narrative of the 
fortunes of the McGill family, of Baltimore. 
The father, a colored man, who lived in a 
humble but honest way, left his fiimily of 
small children,^ at home, and taking but a 
hogshead oftobacco for his venture, sailed, 
16 years ago, in ^the schooner Randolph* 
for Monrovia. There he staid a while, 
and like Seymour, who addressed ns this 
evening, became quite a functionary of the 
colony. At last, he became Vice Agent 
there, and having occasion to return to 
America, he returned — but how? The 
same meek, humble man he had gone 
away ? No ! But with port erect and the 
mien of a gentleman ; and he offered his 
band to those whom he had known before, 
and that, too, with ^ a conscious dignity 
that never dreamed of the idea that it could 
be refused by any one. And he went 
back, and after a good and honest life, he 
died there. Let us follow thel fate of the 
family he left, as we have done his. The 
daughter of Mr. McGill married, and is 
now the wife of the Governor of Maryland 
in Liberia. She is a lady— ladies, like 
you, in every thing but the color of your 
skin ; and with a grace and dignity wor- 
thy of a gentleman's and a governor's wife, 
she presides at his table, in a style that 
would do honor to courtly halls. The 
eldest son left by the man I have spoken of 
is an excellent physician in the colony. He 
received his education at Hanover, in New 
Hampshire, and it is from him that I have 
received the drawings, from his own hand, 
which have enabled me to describe to you» 
as I have done, the localities of the Colo- 
ny of Maryland. He has also transmitted 
to the Society drawings of the plants, &c.» 
of Liberia, with their Linnean anange- 
ments complete. (Applause.) The sec- 
ond son is in business, and when I last 
heard from him, he had been the supercar- 
go on board the Trafalgar, With merchan- 
dize worth 936,000 committed to his care. 
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The third son is an honest thriving mer- 
chant in Liberia, and with him is his 
youngest brother, a youth full of equal 
promise. And this, sir, is the story of one 
family only. Now if there are any co- 
lored famihes in the State of New York 
who know where, in this country, they can 
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meet with such results as these, X would 
like to hear of the place. 

Mr. Latrobe having conclude, and Mr- 
Parker, of Philadelphia followed with an 
able and eloquent speech^ and the meet- 
tlngadjourned^ 



From the 2(Hh of March^ 

VERMONT, 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 

Union Village — Dr. Sweat.. . , . . . I 00 

Thetford—E, and M, White, $2, 

T. P. Bartholomew, ^1 ^ 00 

East Fairke-^A, H. Gilmore... 1 00 
BrcK^ord^A, Stebbins, 60 cts., 

Israel Willard, 50 cts X 00 

Newbury — Col. Brock and Lady. 60 

Woodstock — Hon. D. Pierce, ^1, 
Jacob Colamer, $3, Charles 
Dana, jr., $1, N. Williams, #L 6 00 
Hyegate — Jane Pringle, 13 cts., 
Wm. Pringle, jr., 25 cts., Rev. 
Wm. Piingle, ^1, H. Moore, 

60 cts 1 88. 

^am«/— Cloud Harvey, 25 cts., 
Matthew Thompson, $1 10.. 1 35 

Port JfcBZfa— John Pratt 1 00 

Feackam — E. C. Chamberlain, 01, 
Dr. Shed, 010, Hon. J. W. 
Chandler, $5, Jno. Mattocks, 
05, Miss Chamberlain, 01, 
Mrs. Strong, 01, G. W. Clark* 

50 cts 23 60 

Danville — Hon. Israel P. Dana, 
05, Samuel Si as, 02, Rev. R. 
C. Hand, 01, C. and 6. Doug- 
lass, 50 cts.. Dr. Alexander, 

01, Chas. S. Dana, 50 cts 10 00 

St. Johnsbury EasIrS, Harrington. 25 

C^tWAott— Re V. T. Hall 50 

^Msor—Rev. T. Kidder 2 00 
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Concord— Hon. Samuel Hoar. ... 100 00 
fForcester— Dea. Ichabod Wash- 
bam, for the benefit of the 
"Pons" people, by Rev. C. J. 
Tenney ,..••••«.. 20 00 



120 00 



RHODE ISLAND. 

By Rev. C. J. Tenoey •*— 
Procn(2m£e-r— Henry Maffchant, 
Esq., 010, W. A. Robinson, 



n Col0ni3at!ffn 8cc\tXi^f 

to the 20ih of May, 1846, 

05, Gilbert Corydan, 05, eash» 
02, John Oldgeld, 05, Pres't 
Wayland, last payment for pur- 
chase of territory, 05 83 00 

Pawtudcet — A. A. Tillinghast, 
01, Ellis B. Pitcher, 03, A. M. 
Reed, 01, J. B. Reed, 01, J. 
Wilbur, 01, Barney Merry, 
05, Alanson Thayer, 02, 6. L, 
Spencer, 03, W. M. Field, 06^ 
J. and H. Weeden, 02, Rev. E, 
Blodpet, 02 26 00 

Nevjport — ^Annual subscription— 
usually forwarded through Rev. 
T* Thayer... 10 00* 



68 00 



CONNECTICUT. 

By Rev. Samuel Cornelius : — 
Hartford — ^l^homas S. Williams, 
Ch. Just., 020, D. P. Crosby, J. 

B. Hosmer, A. Dunham, Chas. 
Seymour, Alfred Smith, David 
Watkinson, T. C. Brownell, 
each, 010, E. N. Kellogg, C. 

C. Lyman« D. F. Robinson, 
cash, casH, John S. Boswell, 
C. Nichols, Wm. W. Turner, 
H. C. Trumbiill, F. M. Allyn, 
Ebenezer Flower, Jos. Trum- 
bull, Thomas Robbins, Wm. 
T. Lee, Francis Parsons, J. 
Warburton, each 05, E. G. 
Ripley, S. L. Loomis, Charles 
Hosmer, A. Day, Chas. Weeks, 
John Olmsted, Daniel P. Ty- 
ler, S. B. Hamilton, each 03« 
Isaac D. Bull, E. Clark, jr., Z. 
Preston, Wm. Hungerford, E. 
Fessenden, Vir^l Cornish, 
cash, D. Buck, jr., Grilbert & 
Cowle, Greorge Burnham, A* 
W. Butler, Charles Ives^ Cal- 
vin Day, each 02, Edwin Mer- 
ritt, Alpha Sage, Milo Doty, 
William Sairiige, Mr. Haomer, 
Saml. G. Savage, Luzem Ray, 
L. H. Woodruff, R. Terry, S. 
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Woodruff, J. F. Judd, R. Ma- 
ther, L. C. Baroham, W. N. 
Matson, cash, Tim Williain«» 
D. Culver, J. A. Ayrault, Ho- 
race Freeman, J. A. Hempstedf 
C. Glazier, J. P. Foster, A. 
Farewell, H. L. Porter, C. 
Seymour, jr., cash, Thomas D, 
Boardman, Manna Case, A. 
Willard, S. P. Kendall, John H. 
Goodwin, Dr. Butler, Dr. — , 
Allen S. Stillman, P. D. StiU- 
jnan, H. Fitch, M. Gross, Thos. 
Steele, L. Kennedy, B. Hud- 
son, R. Langdon, G. S. Lincolq, 
L. Lincoln, F. Fellowes, C. 
Judson, H. Benton, J. Morgan, 
C. Stone, L. Clerc, A. Porter, 
A. Saunders, each $1, Mr. 
Bartlett, cash, A. A. Smith, 
each 50 cts., Mrs. Richardson, 
26 

MtddUtown^SMnvLeX Russel, $10, 
Jonathan Barnes, Mrs. Dana, 
each $3, Dyer Ames, Doctor 
Woodward, each $2, Mrs. Wat- 
kinson, $i 

ilfmden— Philo Blake, $5, Linus 
Birdsey, H. Merriman, Samuel 
J. Halt, Walter Booth, each $2, 
Dr. 6. Barlow, John Butler, N. 
Z. Goodiich, Ezra Rutty, each 

$1 

New Haveti— Henry White, Jere- 
miah Day, each $10, S. Collins, 
James Brewster, D. Kimberly, 
Ed. Salisbury, E. W. Blake, 
N. R. Clark, cash, B. Silliman» 

A. H. Maltby, T. Sherman, 
Timothy Bishop, each $5, A. 
H. Skinner, cash, Bradley & 
Canfield, £. Atwater, Hotch* 
kiss & Whittlesey, C. Bobbin- 
son, F. Crosswell, Rev. Mr. 
Dutton, each ^ M. G. Elliott, 

B. SilUman, jr., H. N. WhitUe- 
sey, J. H. Townsend, B. L. 
Hamlin, Professor Fitch, cash. 
King & Abbie, C. A. Judson, 
cash. Dr. Hooker, each $2, J. 
£. English, W. Peck. R. Bur- 
ritt, L. Fitch, cash, S. Gilbert, 
Dr. y. M. Dow, cash, cash, 
cash, John Ritter, Dr. Bishop, 
R. H. Starr, H. Camp, R. 
Brown, B. Smith, H. A. WUl- 
cox, Rev. A. J. Atwater, D. P. 
Noyes, cash, cash, T. Lester, 
Blrs. Lind^iley, Miss Lyon, A. 
Austin, Rev. £. L. Cleavland, 
J. Chaplin, B. R. Hitchcock, 
Q. P. Marvin, cash, cash, G. 
B. Rich, Joel Root, Rev. L. 
GriggjP, & M. BassettyS. Blair, 
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21 00 



17 00 



8. Merwin, M. Tyler, S. B. 6. 
Hoadly, G. D. Ives, W. E. 
Hale, each 01, A. S. Grant, 
Miss Munson, Jane Noyes, 
each 60 ct 164 60 

Derby and Birmingham — Leman 
Stone, $6, Geo. W. Sbelton, E. 
W. Sbelton, each $8, N. B. 
'Saadford, David Basset, E. N. 
Sbelton, R. N. Bassett, each 02, 
Wm. B. Ashley, T. Wallace, 
Joseph Sbelton, •ea8h,Wm. W. 
Narramare, Mrs. A* Goodwin, 
Mrs. F. Perry, Mrs. J. DeFor- 
l-rat, Dea. J. Smith, S. Col- 
burn, Capt. C. Elliott, M. B. 
Basset, cash, Mrs. S. Basset, 
Mrs. P. Phelps, U. Beach, C. 
Atwood, J. Miller, E. Lewis, 
S. B. & J. B. Tomlinson, each 
01, W. Derry, A. Tomlinson, 
cash, cash, cash, E. Bidsey, 
L. L. Loomer, L. Blackman, 
cash, S. Proctor, each 60 cts., 
Mrs. Lum, H. N. Hawkins, 
Mrs. Sherwood, D. T. Stoddard, 
each 26 cts., W. Hotchkiss, 70 
cts., H. Gilbert, 18 cts 
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Bridgeport — Mrs.Xiaura Sherman, 
L. M., $30, Miss H. Nichols, 
£. J. Staples, A. Bishop, Han- 
ford Lyon, each 06. Alexander 
Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. D. and 
F. Ely, each 03, S. F. Hurd, 
L. Coleman, Rev. H. Jones, 
each 02, Isaac Sherman, Wm. 
DeForrest, Henry H ieby, Capt. 
Hand, S. B. Jones, S. Sterling, 
W. B. Dyer, Charles Foot, N. 
Wade, G. Sterling, M. Hawley, 

5. M. Middlebrook, E. Birdsey, 
each 01 

Bristol — Thos Barnes, Eli Terry, 
each 010, Birge & Fuller, 05, 
Dr. C. Byiogton, 03, Elijah 
Darrow, 03, E. C. Brewster, 
02, Z. C. Grant, Noble Jerome, 
P. R. Ives, A. Peck, H.J. Pot- 
ter, Wright & Brown, each 01, 
Henry A. Pond, H. R. Pond, 
Seth Peck, each 60 cts., H. El- 
well, H. Peck, W. R. Richards, 
T. D. Culver, O. Dinney, N. 
Woodruff, J. Woodford, N. 
Steel, F. Piper, C. A. Steel, 
L. B. Bissell, each 26 cts '• 

Litchfield-^. A. Davis, 03, Me. 
Pearce and sisters, 02, Mis. 
Gould, 6. C. Woodruff, 01 
each * 

Farmiir^ton — Mrs. I'hebe Janes, 

06, Erastus 6ay,Harvey Whit- 
tlesey, each 02 .%• 



76 00 



43 26 



f 00 



9 00 
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JVho BrUain-^S. J. North, $10, 
Henry North, $6, Henry Stan- 
ley, $5, Dr. S. Hart, $1 50, 
Alvin North, $2, Horace Bnt- 
ler, $1 25, £. A. Parker, $i 69, 
J. i)ewey, 50 cts., C. M. Lew- 
is, C. A. Warner, each 75 cts., 
O. S. North, Oliver North, £• 
Peck, each $1, W. Hart, 25 cts. 

Tbn^rt/^ -Collection at Baptist 
Church 

Suffield, (in part)— N. Loomis, 
$2, D. W. Norton, $1 50, Rev. 
A. C. Washburn, $1, cash, 
$150 

Warehouse Point — B. Phelps, 
cash, each $3, Mrs, Phelps, 
$2, S. Kingbury, J. Sexton, E. 
Buckland, each $1, Semantha 
Wells, 50 cts., Hannah Abbey, 
20 cents, Chauncev Colton, 
Charles Abbey, each 25 cts.. 

Pom/rrf—Rev. D. Hunt, $3, E. 
Eldridge, Rev. R. Park, L. 
Williams, L. P. Grosvenor, each 
$2, A friend to the cause, W« 
S. Scarbow, each $1, Darius 
Matthewson, 50 cts 

DanieUonvUle — Georee Danielson 
and mother, $2, Mr. Thomson, 
60 cts V 

Plainjield — Dr. Burgess, A. Fen- 
ner, each $1 

Canierbvry — A. T. Judson. • • • . • 

Brooklyn — Edwin Newbernr, D. 
Robbinson, each $2, Esther 
Smith, S. P.Williams, Mrs. Ba- 
ker, Samuel Webb, each $1, 
Mrs. Cady, E. Robbinson, G. 
Robbinson, D. Robbinson, P. 
P. Tyler, U. Fuller, each 50 
cts., Eunice JVf organ, 25 cts... • 

Norwich — Charles W. Rockwell, 
$20, J. Huntington, R. Hub- 
bard, W. Williams, Jos. Otis, 
A. H. Hubbard, J. F. Slater, 
each $10, J. W. Kinney, Sarah 
L. Huntington, Jedediah Hun- 
tington, Elizabeth Lee, Henry 
Thomas, Henry Strong, each 
$5, D. L. Trumbull, Rev. Mr. 
Morgan, Mr. Huntington, each 
$3, Chas. Johnson, Mrs. Wol- 
cot Huntington, John Hunting- 
ton, Horace Whittaker, Capt. 
E. Whiting, S. Y. Niles, each 
$2, Dr. Hooker» H. Bucking- 
ham, D. M. Prentice, Gurdon 
Chapman, Chas. Spaulding, E. 
A. hill, Henry Tucker, Mrs. 
L. F. S. Foster, Judge Ship- 
man, Charles P. Huntington, 
each $1, IViiss E. Benjamin, 50 

* cts 



8 16 



600 



12 20 



13 50 



2 50 

2 00 
1 00 



11 25 



141 50 



New Xofufon— Jonathan Coit, T. 
W. Williams, each $20, Rev. 
R. A. Hal lam, Acors Barnes, 
Dr. Perkins, Wm. Marvin, Dr. 
Isaac Thomson, each $10, Jon. 
Starr, Jonathan Smith, Leonard 
Smith, Mrs. Esther Rainey, 
each $3, Mr. Crump, D. B. 
Hemstead, Capt. A. Basset, 
Ezra Chappell, each $2, Dr. 
Baxter, Mr. Irish, E. F. Dut- 
ton, F. M. Walker, cash, Mr. 
Sistare, each $1 116 00 

Stowington Point — Gurdon Trum* 
bull, in full for life- membership, 
$10, Ephraim Williams, $10, 
Elisha £. Faxom, Maria Bab- 
cock, 0. York, each $1 23 00 



1,020 17 

NEW YORK, 

jilbany^-'Dhniel Fry and Thomas , 

Mf*Muilen, to complete life- 
membership, by J. K. Davis.. 10 00 

NEW JERSEY. 

By Samuel Cornelius : — 
New Brunswick — ^J. J. Jane way, 
D. D., $50, James S. Cannon, 
D. D., $6, Rev. Dr. McLelland, 
$4 69 00 

Elizabethtown — R. T. Haines, 
$25, D. Magie, $5,J.D. Ed- 
wards, $5, Mrs. Gildersleeve, 
to constitute Caroline M. Davis 
a life member, $10, James 
Crane, $2, A. Ogilrie, $2, Keen 
Prudden, $2 61 00 

2V«i/on— P. D. Vroom, H. W. 
Green, and T. J. Stryker, each 
$5, James Wilson, J . T-. Sher- 
man, each $3, B. W. Titus, S. 
S. Stryker, and J. G. Bradley, 
each $2 27 00 

Burlington — Courtland Van Rens- 
selaer 25 00 

Camden — Abraham Browning, 
$10, Collection in Baptist 
Church, Rev. R. Taylor, pastor, 
$5, N. Mickle, $2 87, Richard 
W. Howell. $5, Mrs. Lippen- 
cott, 50 cents 22 87 

WoodstouM — Collection in Bapt- 
ist Church, $2 29, W. S. Claw 
son, $1 8 29 

Upper Freehold — Collection in 
Baptist Church, $5 32, Wm. 
Combs, $1 6 82 

Greenville — Collection in Presby- 
terian Congregation, S. L. Law- 
rence, pastor 6 60 

BridgeUm — Wm. Elmer, $20, 
L. Q. C. Elmer, $10, Daniel 
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Elmer, and Robert S. Buck, 
each ^5, D. P. Elmer, and 
Samuel Beach Jones, each $3, 
J. Buck, E. A. Moore, and W. 
W. Potter, each $2,3, A. Sbep- 
pard, $1, cash from three per- 
sons, $4 57 00 

Roadtiown — Phebe Mulford 5 00 

Shiloh — Collection in 7th Day 
Baptist Church 4 87 

267 45 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Milton — Collection in Rev. James 

Williamson's Church 5 00 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk — James D. Johnson 15 00 

Ming George Co. — ^Younger John- 
son, Esq., by Mr. Shinn, of Al- 
exandria 10 00 

Petersburg— JsLUies C. Bruce, 
Esq., annual subscription, by J. 
.Grammer. 50 00 

75 00 
ALABAMA. 

Stoddon^W, C. Dennis, Esq. ... 40 00 

MISSISSIPPI. 
Natchez — Miss J. R. Shedden, per 
Samuel Reeve, Esq 10 00 

LOUISIANA. 
St. Mary, Makapas — James Por- 
ter, Esq., of Oak Lawn 260 00 

KENTUCKY. 
DamviUe — Capt. Jesse Smith, an- 
nual contribution, by J. A. Ja- 
cobs 10 00 

OHIO. 

Xenia — Miss M. McLaughlin, 
per J. C. McMillan, $5, col- 
lection in Rev. H. McMillan's 
Congregation, $21 26 00 

INDIANA. 
Napoleofir^R, Fletcher, Esq 5 50 

ILLINOIS. 
CoUinsniUe — Rev. James Lemen, 
Sen., and Joseph Lemen, each 
^60 5 

MISSOURI. 
F(Dq^e//«— Collection in Rev. W. 
Patton's Church 7 

Total Contributions (1>946 60 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Massachusetts. — By Dr. Ten- 
ney — South Wbbum — Sumner 
Richardson, to May. '47, $2. 
West Cambridge-— John Schou- 
ler, to Jan., '47, $150. MUton 
-Barnes Rowe, to Jan^ '47, 
$1 50, N. F. Safford, Ea^,, to 



00 



50 



Jan., '47, $1 50. Brighton^ 
J. S. Kelley, on account, $1 50, 
Samuel Robinson, on account, 
$1 50, Rev. J. R. Adams, on 
account, $3. «tfsAZatui— Rev. 
James Havens, on account, 
$1 50, Dr. J. C. Harris, $1 50. 
Springfield — J. Banes, $1 50. 
Wiiliajusburghr-DT. Daniel Col- 
lins, $1 50, Elisha Hubbard, 
Esq., $1 50, Wm. A. Nash, 
$1 50. Natick^John Kimball, 
50cts 28 00 

Rhode Island. — By Rev. C. J. 
Tenney — Pawtucket — A. B. 
Rawson, $1, J. D. Ellis, $1, 
N. A. Potter, $3, S. French, $1, 
F. L. Sumner, $1, Daniel Ro- 
binson, $1, J. C. Starkweather, 
$3, Henry Jeraulrl, $3, John 
Kennedy, $2, N. G. B. Dexter, 
$1, J. H.Potter.$l 18 00 

Connecticut. — Hartford — Hen- 
ry Hudson, in full, $S, E. Fes- 
senden, to May, '46, S'l 60, J. 
A. Ay res, to May, '46, $1 50, 
P. D. Stillman, to May, '46, 
$1 50, D. St. John, to Jan., '47, 
$13, D. Wadsworth, to Jan., 
'46, $11 50, S. B. Hamilton, to 
May, '46, $1 60, L, Kennedy, 
to May, '46, $1 50, Charles 
Weeks, to May. '46, $1 50. 
New Haven— J, H. Townsend, 
$1 50, Capt. H. S. Souie, to 
Jan., '46, $5 50, Henry White, 
to Jan., '47, $1 50, John Anke- 
tell, $5 50, Capt. R. M. Clark, 
to May, '46, $1 50, Willis War- 
ner, to Aug., '46, $3. Meriden — 
Gen. Walter Booth, $3. Bridge- 
port — Wm. Peet, Esq., to Jan., 
'47, $5. Farmin^/on-^Egbert 
Cowles, on account, $2 50, 
Timothy Porter, to Sept., '45, 
$6. Sidney Wadsworth, in full, 
$150. Norwich — Lyman Brew- 
er, $3 50, Newcomb Kinney, to 
March, '47, $5. New London — 
Benjamin Brown, in full, $8 25. 
Litchfield — Miss A. C. Ogden, 
to Jan., '48, $3 67 76 

New York. — By Captain Ceorge 
Barker — New York City — Jos. 
W. Alsop, Sept., '46, $2, Isaac 
Adriance, Jan., '47, $2, Ander- 
son & Raymond, Jan., '47, $2, 
Dr. J. B. Andrews, Jan., '47, 
$2, Daniel Ayres, January, '47, 
$2, Mrs. S. R. Austin, August, 
•46, $2, J. W. Bradhurst, Jan., 
*47, $2, J. W. Beekman, Jan., 
'47, $2, Rev. H. W. Bellows, 
Sept.. '46, $2, Wm. Berd, Nov.. 
'46; $2, S, J. Beebe, Sept., '46, 



^^^^^^i^^^^t'^m'^^m^^ i' ^ 



f^0^^^^^^^^^^m0^^^0'm^^t^m m^^i ' v ^ m t^i^^^j^^^^^^^^^i^^*^^ 



soo 



Beeeipts, 



[June, 1846.] 



92, Mn. J. Bethune, Jan., '47» 
$2, Tbo8. C. Butler, Jan., '47, 
^2, Cornelius Bogart, Jan., '47, 
$2, Jas. L. Brinicerhoff, Jan., 
'47, $2, Chas. Butler, July, '46, 
$2, J. J. Boyd, Sept., '46, $2, 
Wm. Bowen, Sept., '46, ^2, J. 
Burgess, Aug., '46, $2, Mrs. 
E. Humham, Jan, '47, $2, J. T. 
Brower, Sept., '46, $2, B. F. 
Butler, August, '46, $2, J. L. 
Brower, Sept., '46, $2, Wm. C. 
Brinkerboff, Aug., '46, $2, & 
Brown, January, '47, |^, J. L% 
Bowen, January, '47, $2, A. B. 
Belknap, March, '47, $2, Rev. 
Lawson Garter, Jan., '47, $2, 
Wm. Court, Jan., '47, $2, Dr. 
Jas.Cocksett, January, '47, 62» 
Rev. S. H. Cone, Jan., '47, $2, 
Wm. B. Crosby, Jan., '47, f 2, 
C. Crolius, Jan., '47, $2, Wm. 
Cbauncey, Jan., '47, $2, Dr. S. 
B. Childs, Jan., '47, $2, Jobn 
Clapp, Jan., '47, $2, Wm. Du- 
bois, Jan., '47, $2, J. W. Domi- 
nick, July, 1846, $2, James 
Donaldson, Jan., '47, $2, Dan. 
Dana, jr., Jan., '47, $2, Samuel 
A. Foote, Jan., '47, $2, Dr. J. 
W. Francis, Jan., '47, $2, Benj. 
Flanders, Sept., '46, $2, Tbos. 
Frazier, Jan., '47, $4, Genl. A. 
Fleming, ^ug., '46, $2, C. B. 
Gelston, August, '46, $2, John 
Gray, Jan., M6, $2, Dudley S. 
Gregory, S copies, Jan., '47, 
$6, J. Howard, Jan., '47, $2, 
Dr. Abraham S. Hunter, Jan., 
'47, $2, Rev. M. S. Hutton, 
Sept., 1846, $2, H. Hensdan, 
Jan., '46, $2, R. Jones, Sept., 
'46, 1^2, T. F. Jeremiah, Nov., 
'46, $2, J. D. Keese, Jan., '47, 
$2, Wm. L. King, Jan., '74, 
1^4, J. B. Lester, Jan., '47, 92, 
Genl. E. W. Laight, Jan., '47, 
$2, Bauman Lowe, Sept., '46, 
$2, Dr. James Milnor, Jan., 
'47, 92, Dr. W. H. Marnever, 
Jan., '47, $2, Georee Miller, 
Jan., '47, ^2, F. Markoe, Jan., 
'47, $4. R. W. Martin, Aug., 
'46, 92, C. Miles, Jan., '47, §2, 
A. Megary, Aug., '46, $2, Ed. 
Morewood, Jan., '47, 02, M. L. 
Marsh, Jan., 1847, $2, J. C^ 
Meecker, Aug., '46, ^, Elisha 
Morrill, Jan., '47, 02, A. B. 
MacDonald, Jan., '47, 02, R. 
Newhell. July, '46, $2, D. H. 
Nevins, July, '46, (2, WilUam 
Neilson, Dec, 1846, $2, A. B. 
Neilson, July, '46, ^, Hon. T. 
J. Oakley, Aug., '46, #2, D. W. 






C. Olypbant, Jan., *47, #2, B. 

F. Onderdonk, Sept., '45, |2, 
Wm. Poole, Jan., ^47, $2, Dr. 
Chas. Pierson, Jan., 1847, $2, 
Rev. D. Parkinson, Jan., '47, 
$2, Anson G. Phelps, August, 
'46, $2, Wm. Paulding, Jan., 
'47, $2, Joseph Petit, Jan., '47, 
|2, E. Y. Prime, Jan., '47, #2, 
Maj. W. Popham, Jan., '47, A2, 
N. C. Piatt, July, '46, |2, E. 
Paine, Jan., '47, $9, D. Phyfe, 
Jan., '47, 02, James Roosevelt, 
Jan., '47, $2, J. A. Robertson, 
Aug., '46, |2, -Guy Ricberds, 
Aug., '46, $2, Geo. S. Robbins, 
Jan., '47, $2, Joseph Sampson, 
July, 1846, |2, J. T. Sheafe, 
Jan., '47, $2, Dr. Gilbert Smith, 
July, '46, $2, Cornelius Shad, 
die, August, 1846, |2, H. M. 
Scheiffleir, Sept., '46, $2, Geo. 
Senkley, July, '46, |^ Rev. C. 
S. Stewart, Jan., 1847, $2, C. 
Swan, Jan., '47, $2, Dr. J. M. 
Smith, Jan,, 1847, $2, G. L. 
Storer, July, '46, ^2, Genl. C. 
W. Sandford, Jan., '47, $2, M. 
E. Thompson, Jan., 1846, $2, 
Prof. John Torrey, April, '46, 
$2, J. H. Townsend, Aug., '46, 
fa, Maj. Taylor, Jan., '47, $2, 
Wm. Torrey, Jan., '47, $2, N. 
Thruston, Jan., '47, $2, C. A. 
Townsend, Jan., '47, $2, Dr. 

G. Van Doren, Jan., '47, $2, 
Fred. H. Wolcott, Jan., '47, $2, 
Wm. K. Whiting, Sept,, 1846, 
»2, N. B. Wilber, Aug., 1846, 

$2 247 00 

Virginia . — Fredericksburg-Mis* 

E. Atkinson, for '45, $1 50. 

jirlingUm House — Mrs. G. W.P. 

Custis, to Jan., '47, 9I 50 8 00 

North Carolina,- WaynesAoro* 

— John and Thomas Kennedy, 

toMay,'48,^ 8 00 

BIlNTUCKY.— Gifl«5gOtO — B. B. 

Crump,$2 2 00 

Ohio.— Granw'Me— W. S. Rich- 
ards, $8 3 00 

Alabama.— <-iSiocfc<on — W. C. 
Dennis, to May, '56, $20, Ori- 

S'n Libley, and Cjrrus Libley, 
May, '46, each 1^20 60 00 

England. — Earlham Road, Nor- 
toich — Wm. Forstf^, to May, 
'47, $1 60. Zoiuion^-Greorge 
Stacey, to May, '47, 9I 50. . . . 8 00 

Total Repository 469 75 

Total Contributions 1,946 60 

Aggtega|^e Amount $2,406 85 
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Jlrrbal ef t^t jDrifl ilcnt.— jfTatest U^tspatc^ta frum Cope palmar. 



The following article was crowd- 
ed out of our l^st number of the 
Repository, for want of space. 
We gladly give it an insertion for 
its encouraging account of the Cape 
Palmas Colony ; and also the tes- 
timony in favor of colonization 
of the Maryland Historical Socie- 
ty:— 

Although our advices from the 
colony, from the last visit we paid it, 
in 1840, have almost uniformly been 
of a gratifying character, yet we must 
declare that it was never in such a 
healthy and flourishing condition as 
it is represented by the following des- 
patches. We are almost ready to 
complain with Mark Tapley, that 
" things go on quite too reg'lar, there's 
no credit in slaying here." 

Below will be found the semi- 
annual report of Gov. Russwurm, 
under date of December 27ih, a du- 
plicate of which was sent by the 
Madonna, not yet arrived: accom- 
panying which is the collector's re- 
port of the arrivals in the colony in 
1845, together with an accurate state- 
ment of the imports and exports of 
the colony during thai year. Then 
follows his letter of the 24th January, 

13 



announcing the arrival of the 
brig Kent, extracts of his private 
letter of the same date, a letter from 
Major Bolon,the ship carpenter who 
went out in the Kent, and an extract 
of a private letter from Dr. McGill 
to the president of the Society." 

Now we do not solicit the atten- 
tion of our readers to any one par- 
ticular portion in the following des- 
patches, but to the whole from be- 
ginning to end ; and then to declare 
the impressions produced thereby, 
and act accordingly. 

The Kent brought home two co- 
lonists on a visit to their old homes, 
viz : — Mr. Charles Scotland, and 
Mr. Joseph Thompson. Mr. Scot- 
land, together with his family, were 
manumitted by the Rev. John Davis, 
of the Baltimore Conference, and 
went out to Liberia in the ship Jupi- 
ter in 1832, and from thence emi- 
grated to Cape Palmas in the brig 
Ann, to assist in founding that colo- 
ny ; and a more efficient aid we 
could not have had in an uneduca- 
ted man. He was ever distinguished 
as the most industrious, most order-" 
ly and most zealously pious citizen 
of Harper ; and as such, and a man 
worthy of all confidence, we most 
cordially recommend him to thoso 
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with whom he may come in con- 
tact. 

Mr. Thompson emigrated to the 
colony in the barque Globe, from Sa- 
lem, Dorchester County. With him 
we have no personal acquaintance, 
but Got. Russwurm speaks of him 
89 a good and respectable citizen, 
and in every respect entitled to the 
confidence of the public. He will 
remain in Dorchester County during 
the summer. Mr. Scotland will visit 
the counties bordering on Virginia, 
near the place of his former residence, 
viz : Frederick and Washington. 

Despatches from Gov. Russwurm. 

Cafb Palmas, Dec, 30, 1845. 

J. H. B. Latrobe, Esq., 
Presl. Md. S, C. 8. 

Dear Sir : — My last letter of Oc- 
tober 25, 1845, informed the Board 
of Managers, diat I had despatched 
an exploring party, consisting of 
Messrs. Banks, Stewart and Mcintosh, 
to the Pah country, preparatory to 
an opening of the trade between that 
interesting people and the colony. 
You will be pleased to hear of their 
safe return, in good health, and well 
pleased with the country and people. 
Accompanying, I send you Messrs. 
Banks and Stewart's journals, with 
a chart of their route : from them 
you will perceive that our prospects 
ase fair for an increase of interior 
trade another year. Under this head 
I beg leave to call your attention to 
the •' List of arrivals ^' and " imports 
and exports '' in 1845. 

Since the above was penned, I 
learn from King Neh of Denah, per- 
sonally, that a party of Pahs, in at- 
tempting to visit the colony, have had 
their path obstructed by the Katu- 
bohs, and have been driven back. 
They have returned to their country, 
and will doubtless attempt the same 
route our party went and came. Ka- 
tuboh was the route marked dut by 



Poluh' their guide ; but events and 
other advices, after ascending the 
river, led them fortunately to choose 
the path through the Eriboh country, 
where they were treated with great 
courtesy, and an old road was open- 
ed anew for them, for upwards of 20 
miles. The intervening tribes can 
never keep the. Pahs from^he colo- 
ny, now ^ our ships," as they term 
their visiters, have anchored in their 
waters. They now trade with Ta- 
bou, Bassa and Grand Berreby ; and 
it is said, they will find their way 
wherever there is money to be made. 
^ Ladies* School, — Mr. Gross has 
met with so little success in teaching, 
that I have concluded to close his 
school, and appropriate the house to 
the use of the girls' school under Mrs. 
Margaret Harman. It will gratify 
you to learn that the two schools 
supported by the Board are doing 
I finely, as well as the school under 
the patronage of the Methodist E. 
Mission. The Protestant E. Mis- 
sion have lately opened one for colo- 
nists, under the care of Mr. and^Mrs. 
Appleby, under favorable auspices ; 
and God grant that no palavers or 
other untoward events, may induce 
them to close it after a few months as 
heretofore. I shall draw on you next 
month for $125, in favor of Philip 
Gross on account of his salary. Un- 
der this head I can say that the colo- 
nists are gradually improving in edu- 
cation and mechanics. The Rev. 
Mr. Herring, with his usual good 
sense, has established a debating 
and a Female Benevolent Society, 
^he debating society meets semi- 
monthly, and lectures have been de- 
livered before it by Messrs. Herring, 
McGill and Jones. The " go ahead '' 
principle is evidently at work, and 
I scout at all who are willing to 
" rest on their oars,'' because of past 
labors or honors, and sufifer their 
families to be raised in ignorance, 
contenting themselves with few of 
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the conveniences of life, because 
they have always done without them. 
These remarks apply to many in our 
colony, but they are shy of, express- 
ing themselves before me, for 
whether he be teacher of religion, 
civil or military officer, I denounce 
him and all such, as the great stum- 
bling blocks in the pathway of the 
young and rising generation. 

Though a party interested," still 
I avo^nr it publicly, that the greatest 
stimulus ever presented to the man 
of color in the United States, has 
been the promotion of men of his race 
to offices of great trust and responsi- 
bility, even in Africa, by your Socie- 
ty, which deserves all the credit of 
this experiment. May she follow 
out her present liberal principles as 
long as she exists ; and may those in 
her employ remember with gratitude 
that she adopted her course when 
prejudices were rife, and many of 
those who termed themselves the 
friends of the colored man, thought it 
a dangerous one. But '^ laus Beo^'* 
the '* Rubicon ^' has been crossed and 
the battle won, and may we not hope, 
that in another century, if not before, 
Africa will give birth to a second 
Tertullian, Origen and Hannibal. 
' Jigriculture, — ^I can safely write, 
that we have planted more this sea- 
son than ever — from necessity — as I 
determined months ago to purchase 
nothing of a perishable nature from 
those colonists who are out of debt — 
even for currency — for as long as I 
continued to do so and pay their high 
prices, I found perhaps 15 or more 
who scorned to take a hoe in hand, 
because the^ could make enough to 
live on by cutting plank and scant- 
ling. This threw much currency in- 
to circulation, and the bad result was 
it could always be bought at 50 per 
cent, discount. This will. not be in 
1846, if I can prevent it. The open- 
ing of the camwood trade, and the 
fair prices paid for goods,- strength- 



ened my hands, and enabled me to 
be more independent— here was a 
market which had been shut from the 
first, suddenly thrown open, and all 
who had means availed themselves 
of it. Prices, at which the colonists 
had grumbled, were gi^en by the 
tradesmen without a murmur. Old 
debts up to 1845, can still be paid in 
plank at old rates — but no more shall 
be expended for what is not wanted 
for immediate use. There was much 
murmuring at first, but I have been 
able to keep my determination, with 
the prospects above in view. 

Cotton planting on a limited scale 
is pretty general, since premiums 
have been offered for cotton and home- 
made cloth. I have perhaps two 
acres planted at the farm, and around 
Mt. Tubman hill, doing finely— "iVt/ 
desperandum.^'* Cotton and home- 
made cloth, we are to make in 1846, 
so says your agent and most of our 
leading colonists ; but we cannot ac- 
complish this without cards and 
spinning wheels. 

Under this head of improvements, 
there has been manufactured during 
the past year, with the aid of Mr. 
Herring and his turning lathe, cart 
and carriage wheels, missionary car- 
riages, fine and common chairs, and 
settees, bedsteads of all kinds ; one 
loom complete, one spinning wheel, 
by A. Hance, for his family, coars« 
sewing cotton, socks and stockings, 
soap enough for home supply, lea- 
ther now tanning in vats, by S. Smith, 
a corn mill, so much improved as to 
make fine corn meal, used daily in 
my family. 

As Dr. Hall blamed me for order- 
ing the light-house apparatus from ' 
Baltimore, and thus give publicity to 
its erection, I have to beg the Board 
to send out by the first vessel from 
New York or Boston, an iron turn- 
ing lathe with tools complete, for the 
use of those colonists who have been 
taught turning by Mr. Herring, and 
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who will be left without any on ' 
his departure. Mr. Herring's cost 
eighty dollars in Baltimore I believe. 
To encourage those who have been 
with Mr. Herring, my promise has 
been given that I would purchase 
one if they would learn : and the 
Governor's promise to colonist or 
native, is sacred. I can pay for it 
on arrival in oil, camwood, or bills. 
This goes by Capt. Lawlin home ; 
why cannot the lathe come out in his 
vessel by an early application on his 
return ? 1 will apply to him and he 
cannot refuse, knowing the benevo- 
lent object of the Board in sending 
it out. Do let some practical turner 
select the article — perhaps one that 
had been used but litde, would an- 
swer equally as well and be cheaper. 
Let the article only be good and not 
out of repair. 

New Trade Vessel.* — We are de- 
lighted with the information that a 
company has been formed and incor- 
porated by the liberal Legislature of 
Maryland, for the object of trading 
and carrying out passengers and 
freight to and from Africa. Colored 
men have the privilege of being stock- 
holders, and finally may become 
managers of the whole concern. We 
see no reason the concern should 
not do well, as the other vessels sent 
to this coast, under less favorable 
circumstances, make money; and 
why not this particular one with so 
many interested in her welfare on 
the spot. Let us hope she will prove 
another good ship Argo, and return 
home, laden with the oil, camwood, 
ivory and gold-dust of this coast ; 
something more substantial than 
the fabled "Golden fleece'" of old. 
May a kind Providence grant to 
those engaged in this enterprise 
length of days to witness its complete 
working. For they can proudly 
exclaim, " we have taken the poor 
man of color, downcast and oppress- 
ed as he is in the United State 



carried him to Africa — nursed and 
encouraged him to exertion : and now 
behold him, — the navif^aior^ man 
of business, and professional man,'*^ 
New Home •/ai/.— Your attention 
has hitherto been drawn to the 
bright side of the picture— let us 
view the dark, ft pains me to in- 
form you, that we have frequent 
cases of petty crimes. We now 
have confined in jail for stealing and 
resisting the civil authority, ft>ur 
colonists ; three are brothers — we 
have three more waiting trial ^ext 
month, under charge of robbing the 
agency store. We have only one 
native under charge of stealing. 
Petty thefts are frequent, and tnough 
the natives do their part, certain 
colonists are not much behind ; but 
they are old hands at the business^ 
and have hitherto managed to keep 
clear of the •' talons of the law. " 
These provoking events indicate 
that our present jail system is two 
lenient ; that confinement at night in 
a log house on the farm, and labor 
there during the day, they can see 
and converse with their relatives and 
friends, is looked upon as a slight 
punishmenti 

To break up this no-jail system, 
I have determined upon building a 
stone jail, about a mile further in 
the country. The prisoners have 
been engaged for several weeks in 
clearing the site and quarrying rock, 
which abounds on the spot. The 
stone jail will answer a double pur- 
pose in time of palaver with the 
natives, as it can then be easily turned 
into a fort, being nearly central for 
about 100 colonists, who could be 
called there in 30 minutes. Under 
such circumstances, I could not 
hesitate one minute. I intend to 
build it out of funds raised in the 
colony at an early date as possible. 
We want more stone masons, and 
are hard put to it to procure lime in 
large quantities. 
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Court of Quarterly Sessions. — 
For the year just closing, ihe experi- 
ment of having our courts quarter* 
iy instead of monthly^ has been 
crowned with complete success, 
muck to the satisfaction of the colo- 
nists* I think the time has arrived, 
when your agent can with propriety 
and safety be exempted from presi« 
ding as chief justice. There are, I 
am proud to say, some individuals 
in our colony who can fill that office 
with credit to themselves and the 
Society, and I would therefore 
earnestly beg the Board to release 
me, and appoint such as judges, with 
a small salary to be defrayed out of 
the Colonial Treasury, more espe- 
cially the chief judge (if not already 
in the Society's employ) who must 
devote much time to preparation. 
The names of prominent individuals 
are, Dr. McGill, A. L. Jones, W. A, 
Prout, Thomas Jackson, and H. 
Hannon, Six years ago the Board 
were informed of my want of law 
books — none came and I had to ex- 
pend my own funds to purchase 
auch as 1 could not get along without. 
Our want i^ still unsupplied, and 
ahould the above views meet your 
approbation, I hope some will be 
sent out for the use of the newly-ap- 
pointed judges. I forgot to say, as 
an additional reason, that the duties 
which now devolve on your agent are 
two fold what they were two years 
ago, from the increase of the palm oil 
and opening of the camwood trade. 
r make all bargains personally when 
money is put out on trust, in my 
office ; which I often enter between 
6 and 7 A. M., and remain all day, 
with hardly an intermission of two 
or three hours for breakfast. None in 
your employ eat the bread of idle-* 
ness in Africa. I pledge my words. 
Visit to Tabou river and Bassa.'^ 
A(teT seeing my emigrants comforta- 
bly placed in their quarters, I contem- 
plate making a tramp on the beach as 
far as Tabou and Bassa, stopping 



some days at each, and sounding the 

headmen as to their inclination to 

• 

annex their territories to our coJony ; 
for I am afraid they cannot stand 
much longer as they now do. Eng- 
lish and French men-of-war abound 
on the coast, and the goodly heritage 
of these tribes cannot long escape 
their notice : it is high time, there- 
fore, to be up and doing, before they 
trouble the palaver. The mania for 
ac<^uiring territory in Africa is quite 
the siege ; and every point of note, 
to the windward and leeward of us, 
favorable for trade, has been seized 
upon, and books, dashes and flags, 
given to the poor untutored natives. 
We want Tabou, Bassa, Little and 
Grand Berreby to the leeward, and 
Garroway and Grand Sess to the 
windward— but here our pathway is 
blocked up by the French, who 
claim Garroway and half the coast 
of Africa. Lately I have been in- 
formed, by English captains, that 
the French have asserted claims to 
Gape Lahou, on account of some 
palavers with the natives, for taking 
possession of the goods of a vessel 
which was cast away on their coast. 

In reviewing the events of the 
past year, we have abundant cause 
to praise our Heavenly Father, that 
our course has been still onward in 
the acquisition of the arts and 
sciences of civilized life. With war 
raging in our territory, we have been 
permitted to live ii> peace, and to \ 
pass through contending parlies 
and no harm befall us. His arm 
has been around us when the forked 
lightening played around our bed at 
midnight, and rent asunder the work- 
manship of man's hands within two 
feet of our head, and when the lofty 
monarchs of the forest have fallen 
on our right and left. 

I have the honor to remain, with 
much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. RUSSWURM, 

Ji. Md. S, Col S. 
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Capb Palmas, Jan. 24, 1846. 

J. H. B. Latbobe, Esq., 
PreH, Md, 8. C. 5. 

Dear Sib: — ^I acknowledge the 
receipt of your despatch of Novem- 
ber 15th, 1845, by brig Kent, which 
arrived here on 18th instant, with 14 
emigrants from the United States, 
and 5 from Monrovia. 

Having addressed you, December 
30th, 1845, by ship Madonna, I need 
only send a duplicate, which is en- 
closed: from them you will see our 
present and future prospects — and I 
hope they will prove satisfactory to 
the Board. 

We are pleased with your libe- 
rality in sending us moulds, mate- 
rials, &c., to build a fine schooner 
here. We hope a kind Providence 
will spare Bolon's life to be useful in 
his day and generation. 

With the emigrants send out we 
are pleased, only it is the general 
wish for more to come out : as the 
Scotlands have not had the fever, 
1 have promised to take care o'f them, 
the same as our own emigrants. 

I will bear in mind your promise 
for a light brass field-piece. We 
stand in much need of one, I assure 
you. 

As you have given me time, I 
shall reflect on the currency palaver, 
and remit my conclusions hereafter. 

I am sorry to hear you think there 
may be war between England and the 
^ United States. Rest assured, sir, 
that your instructions shall guide me, 
when precluded from direct commu- 
nication with the United States. 

According to instructions, I send 
home two of our most industrious 
and respectable colonists, Scotland 
and Thompson. Upon their state- 
ments, we hope, our colored friends 
will depend, as they are both men of 
unimpeachable veracity. We want 
those who are able, to come and visit 
our colony, and return if not satis- 
fied. 



I have the honor to remain, your 
obedient servant, 

JOHNB.RUSSWURM, 
^. Md. S. C. S. 

Harp£% Jan. 24, 1846. 
J. H. B. Latbobe, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — I acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your private letter, November 
15th, 1845. I know not what re- 
ply to make, only to assure you, that 
I prize highly the estimation which 
our Board of Managers have placed 
upon my labors in their colony. 

You will perceive by the despatch- 
es, that 1 intend to visit Tabou and 
Bassa shortly. I write confiden- 
tially, that our prospects of annex- 
ing Tabou, Bassa, Half and Grand 
Berreby, to our colony, are quite 
cheering. I shall leave in two 
weeks, accompanied by King Free- 
man, whose services are very valua- 
ble on such occasions. 

It seems the French have been 
offering their flags at Bassa and 
Grand Berreby, and been rejected ; 
and as they dread the French, they 
will join us for protection and trade 
from all foreign intruders. 

About the road to Denah, all ne- 
cessary at present is to have good 
paths as direct as possible from 
Gape Palmas to Barrakah, and from 
thence to Denah. A large quantity 
of oil and rice come in by this route 
— camwood begins to come in grad- 
ually. 

You merit the thanks of our whole 
race for your able ^memoir of B. 
Banneker — ^be pleased to accept 
mine. With kind wishes for your 
health and prosperity, 

I remain, dear sir, 
Your ob't servant, 

JOHN B. RUSSWURM. 

Extract of a letter from Dr. Me- 
Crill to Mr. Latrobe, dated Jan- 
uary 2^h 1846i 
" Reports of the cqlony, ample 
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and satisfactory, have I presume, 
been foi warded by Gov. Russwurm, 
so that it will be unnecessary for 
me to enlipr into . particulars. 
Could you be on the spot and wit^ 
ness the gradual yet continuous im- 
provement of the colony, particular- 
ly within the last year, it would sat- 
isfy you that with the same judicious 
management, the ultimate results of 
colonization would no longer remain 
a matter of doubl, for even the most 
skeptical could not but admit that we 
are in the way of realizing all that 
was ever promised by the origina- 
tors of the scheme. 

" The advantages derived from our 
revenue laws are becoming more 
apparent daily — arrangements are in 
progress for the erection of a jail 
and court house, and serious 
thoughts are entertained of forming 
the junction of Shepard's lake 
with Cavally river, by means of a 
canal ; its practicability is unques- 
tionable ; the only doubt is, can we 
furnish requisite means for this vast 
undertaking with our present limit- 
ed resources. The Governor dis- 
plays the true yankee enterprise : 
when ah idea is formed, it becomes 
with him a hobby — his last one was 
*' Pah Country and Ivory Trade," 
now it is •' Shepard Lake and River 
Cavally Canal," so it was also with 
the "Camwood trade," until his 
perseverance overcame the obstacles 
opposed to its reception. The fact 
is, we can discover that our advance- 
ment is commensurate with the 
amount of labor and energy exerted 
by the principal men in the con^mu- 
nity. We possess the materials for 
almost any enterprise, it only requires 
the will and exertions to make them 
serviceable. 

" In our influence over the natives, 
we have profited by the frequent visits 
of the United States vessels of 
war: it has been judiciously managed 
lo impress them with the idea that 



we are under the special protection 
of the squadron stationed on the coast; 
this, when joined to the uniform dis- 
position that exists in the colony to 
deal with them fairly and justly, sis- 
cures us their friendship." 

Cape Palmas, Jan. 21, 1846. , 
Dear Sir: — I am happy to be 
able to inform that after a very long 
and rough passage, we have at length 
safely arrived at the place of our 
destination. During the first three 
weeks of our voyage, we had a con- 
tinued succession of gales, some of 
which were very heavy, and in- one 
very he^vy one the safety of our ves- 
sel, and ^11 on board, were so much 
endangered, that we felt obliged to 
throw ofl" the deck load, which great- 
ly relieved the vessel. Although I 
regret much the loss of our 
plank, yet I feel confident that its 
place can be well supplied by the 
African poplar. Thus far I am high- 
ly pleased with every thing I have 
seen here, and I think that all that 
is wanted is a few smart enterprising 
men to take the lead, and set the 
people an example, and show them 
what can be done by industry and 
enterprise. After I have finished 
our schooner, I hope to return in her 
once more to the United States, and 
then come back and spend the re- 
mainder of my life in Africa. If I 
should return in command of the 
vessel, would there be any difliculty 
in receiving me into port, provided 
I had on board a white man for 
mate ? If so, I should be glad if you 
would inform me. In order to fin- 
ish ray vessel and navigate her across 
the ocean, I shall need the following 
articles: — a good quadrant — a sea 
compass — a good spy glass — a 
good lever watch with a second 
hand — and a half-minute glass. If 
you will have the kindness to send 
me these articles as sooi^^as con- 
venient, I shall be very thankful. 
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With best wishes for your health 
and prosperity, I remain, dear sir. 
Yours respectfully, 

MAJOR BOLON. 
Dr. James Hall. 

Extract from the Annual Report 
of the President of the Mary- 
land Historical Society^ GerCl 
John Spear Smith, read at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society^ 
Feb. 5th, 1846. 

We cannot help prefacing this ex- 
tract with an expression of our grati- 
fication, at the very favorable man- 
ner in which the Maryland coloniza- 
tion scheme is noticed, coming as 
It does, voluntarily, from the head 
of so respectable an association with 
which our Society is in no way con- 
nected. The president appears to 
entertain a just appreciation of the 
moral grandeur of this great scheme, 
and of its influence upon the charac- 
ter and the destiny of the State of 
Maryland. 

•' There is among the passing 
events, one other subject, alike honor- 
able to the State, and on which her 
citizens may dwell with unalloyed 
gratification. I allude to the Coloni- 
zation Society of Maryland, 

•* This establishment was origina- 
ted by a few gentlemen, in a benevo- 
Jent spirit of Christian philanthropy. 
The intent of this liberal movement 
was to elevate our free blacks from 
their unequal, if not degraded posi- 
tion among us, to restrain their in- 
crease here, and to diffuse the bless- 
ings of Christianity over the dark 
land of their origin. Such were the 
kindly impulses which inspired the 
founders of the Society. But their 
efforts would have languished, per- 
haps have failed, if sustained only 
by private munificence and patron- 
age. It was necessary to be forti' 
fied by a sanction having the poten- 
cy of fio^reign authority, to shield 
ah infaiff colony from insult and 
depredation. This protection could 



not, from reasons to which it is un- 
necessary to advert, be obtained from 
the United States. Maryland, how- 
ever, under no restraint fromcausesy 
which might excite undue timidity 
in other quarters, and appreciating 
the motives and advantages of the 
enterprise, not only gave to it her 
sanction, but came generously to its 
support, by endowing it with funds, 
to secure its consummation. This 
noble essay has thus, by the timely 
union of public to private liberality, 
been crowned with isuccess. 

" We now behold on the shores of 
Africa, a flourishing band of colo- 
nists, the oflTspring of our bounty. 
They live on their own lands, have 
their own schools, their churches 
and courts of justice. They are 
gradually communicating to their 
barbarous neighbors, the pure reli- 
gion and feeling of social security 
they themselves enjoy. There they 
abide in peace and domestic happi- 
ness, in perfect equality, and under 
their own free government. 

"This great step in the cause of 
humanity has been peacefully ac- 
complished. No blood has been 
shed, no inroad has been made on 
the rights of others. Nor has there 
been any of that greed of territorial 
aggrandisement, or of exclusive 
commercial gains, which lead to na- 
tional pillage and strife. Untainted 
by any vice in its origin or progress 
there stands and prospers this con- 
tented and Christian colony, an en- 
during monument of the beneficence 
of Maryland. . I know of no passage 
in the annals of any community 
which surpasses, if there be any 
that equals it, in elevation of motive, 
whether we view it as an act. of re- 
tributive justice to a race whom our 
ancestors had wronged, or as a 
great mission sent among the Gen- 
tiles, in obedience to the injunctions 
of the sacred volume. It is a bright 
page in the hard history of man, aiL 
sublime as it is novel.** 



■ i>^<w ii^w^^^^^^^^^ir^^^^^^r^^n 



'^^'^•^li^^^^i^^M^Ma 



1846.] ^nmud Report of the Maryland State Col. Society, 



209 



■Sg^llW 1^*1 Mlll"»^l 



J'ourtccnt!) ilnnual ^tpdrt of ti)c jDoarln of iBanastr^ of t^t iBarplan^ JStaU 

Colontjatbn ^-ocictp. ^ 



Is presenting their fourteenth An- 
nual Report, the Board of Managers 
have again the satisfaction of an- 
nouncing the uninterrupted and in- 
creasing prosperity of the colony of 
Maryland in Liberia ; and of express- 
ing their grateful sense of that Di- ; 
vine protection which has been ac- 
corded to it during the past year. 

In the despatches received, for 
fiome lime past, from the colony, the 
Bgent, Gov. Russwurm, has dwelt 
upon the want of a suitable vessel, 
in which to prosecute the trade, con- 
nected with the Society's operations, 
to the windward and leeward of 
Cape Palmas. As soon as they felt 
satisfied of the importance of such a 
vessel, the Board determined, in 
place of sending one from this coun- 
try, to send a model of a schooner 
of 50 tons, with a competent ship 
carpenter to put it up in the colony, 
and at the same time to send all the 
materials and naval stores that would 
be required, and which could not be 
obtained at Cape Palmas. They ac- 
cordingly procured from Messrs. 
Gardiner, well known as among the 
best of our ship builders, a complete 
set of models, and they were fortu- 
nate enough to find a colored man 
named Major Bolon, who was in the 
employment of the Messrs. Gardiner, 
and who, at first agreeing to go out 
as carpenter to put up the vessel and 
return to this country, finally, after 
enquiry, resolved to become an emi- 
grant, and make, with his family, 
his permanent home in the colony. 
His capacity and high respectability 
make him a valuable acquisition ; and 
the first efifort of his skill will be to 
introduce upon the Coast of Africa, 
for the purposes of peace/ul and 
honorable commerce,- that peculiar 
and celebrated class of vessels, which 



as Baltimore clippers, has become 
known over the world. 

Several objects will be attained by 
sending the model, instead of the 
vessel, to Africa. — The outlay of her 
construction will be a service to the 
colony : employment will be given 
to a good many of the colonists 
while she is being built ; the build- 
ing will be a matter of pride and in- 
terest ; the example may lead to the 
building of others ; and especially 
an admirable model will be furnish- 
ed, to serve for future use. At the 
old colony, vessels have been built 
for several years past. The one, 
whose model is now sent out, will 
be the first built at Cape Palmas. 

At the last session of the Legisla- 
ture of Maryland, 1844-5, a charter 
was obtained for the Chesapeake and 
Liberia Trading Company, with the 
expectation that a large, if not the 
largest portion of the stock, would 
be taken by colored persons— the 
object being to establish a regular 
trade between the Chesapeake and 
the colony. The State Society and 
the American Colonization Society 
both agreed to give their business to 
the vessels of the company, and sub- 
scriptions to a considerable amount 
were obtained, chiefly among the 
free people of color in Baltimore, 
and the citizens of the colony. The 
uncertain condition of the political 
relations of the United States have 
made it a matter of prudence to await 
the turn of events, before going on 
with the plan of the trading com- 
pany : but this much is ascertained, 
that as soon as there are no reasons 
to apprehend war, the plan can be 
carried into immediate, and, it is not 
doubted, successful operation. The 
subscriptions obtained for the Cape 
Palmas Packet will form a part of 
the capital of the company. ♦ ♦ • 
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The importance of the geographi- 
cal position of Cape Palmas, in a 
commercial point of view, has often 
been dwelt upon by the Board. It 
is apparent from an inspection of the 
map. The commerce of the colony 
must one day become large and most 
important. Its revenue must increase 
in proportion. The education of the 
people — the prosecution of their pub- 
lic improvements, especially the ex- 
tension to the interior of broad and 
well-constructed avenues, in place of 
the narrow foot-paths along which 
trade now finds its way to the beach 
— all this will be the result of the 
recent tariff, in which the colonists 
will hereafter recognize the most 
important element of prosperity and 
independence. Applied to those 
great and cardinal objects, education 
and internal improvements, the large 
and ample revenue which must one 
day flow from the commerce of Cape 
Palmas, will produce results whose 
beneficial influences can now hardly 
be anticipated. 

The Board have every reason to 
believe that their relations with the 
natives are established on the basis 
of permanent peace. The time has 
long since gone by when there was 
reason to fear their outrages ; but it 
is gratifying to know that there is 
no occasion for the colonist, when 
thinking of his position in Africa, to 
believe that he holds it by the strong 
arm, against the aboriginal inhabi- 
tants. 

In their last Annual Report, the 
Board, in referring to the' proceed- 
ings at Bassa, in the old colony, in 
regard to a colonial vessel taken 
there by the boats of a British man- 
of-war, felt called upon to express 
their views of the relations existing 
between the Society in this country 
^nd its colony at Cape Palmas ; and 
without recapitulating all that was 
there staged, the conclusion was, that 



the sovereignty of the colony was 
an incident to the possession of the 
soil, which had been acquired by 
purchase from the natives, for the 
use of the emigrants from this conn- 
try who had settled upon it. That 
these emigrants, about to form a new 
government, to build up a new na- 
tion, had, by their constitution, en- 
tered into an agreement inter «e, 
which,under specified circumstances, 
to a certain extent, and for a limited 
time, gave to the State Society cer- 
tain powers, advisory, rather, in 
their character; for, without force 
to maintain them, the Society could 
only exercise them while it was the 
interest of the colonists that they 
should do so. This delegation of 
authority, of the kind in question, 
was a matter between the colonists 
and the Society, not affecting, in any- 
wise, the character of the former as 
the occupiers of the soil, the pos- 
session of which was the basis of 
their claim of sovereignty : and that 
therefore the colony was, of right, 
wholly independent of the political 
relations of the United States, or 
any one of them, with the other na- 
tions of the earth. 

The views thus expressed have 
since derived importance from the 
aspect of public affairs ; and in their 
late despatches to Governor Russ- 
wurm, the Board have called his at- 
tention to the declaratory ordinance 
passed many years ago, putting into 
form the principles above stated, and 
to the views of the Board as express- 
ed in the last Annual Report; and 
they have suggested to him the im- 
portance of taking every opportuni- 
ty to have the true character of the 
colony made known and understood. 
The Board cannot believe that the 
colonies on the coast of Africa would 
require any other protection, in the 
event of war, than their own defence- 
less situation and the noble purposes 
for which they were established. 
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The nation that could make war 
the excuse of disturbing them would 
subject itself to the opprobium which 
attends the exertion of strength 
against weakness, of selfish interest 
against general good, humanity and 
philanthropy. Still, wrong has been 
done, and may be done again ; and 
it is well therefore to put promi- 
nently forward the views which 
the Board entertain, in the hope 
that Uhe relations of the colonies 
with this country being well un- 
derstood, the chance of wrong being 
done to them may be yet further re- 
moved. 

The Board have every reason to 
believe that the colonists are a con- 
tented and happy community, at- 
tached to their home in Africa, and 
unwilling to exchange it for any 
other that could be offered to them. 
During the past year an agent from 
the British colony of Demerara paid 
a visit to Gape Palmas, and endeav- 
ored to persuade the colonists that 
they would be better off in South 
America, under British rule, than in 
Africa under the government chosen 
bj*^ themselves. His object was the 
same, which, in years passed, led to 
similar applications to the free peo- 
ple of color in Baltimore. Governor 
Russwurm gave him every facility 
for explaining his views to the peo- 
ple, afid he finally succeeded in get- 
ting a deputation appointed by the 
small class of restless and discontent- 
ed persons who are to be found in 
all communities, and who, without 
settled purposes or perseverance, look 
forward to change for mending their 
condition. The deputation, consist- 
ing of two colonists, accordingly 
sailed for Demerara, and had just re- 
turned, at the date of Governor 
Rasswurm's despatches of 18th Sep- 
tember last. It is only r^sonable 
to suppose, that efforts wRre made 
to produce a favorable impression 
upon them in South America; but 



nevertheless their report, on their 
return, was wholly adverse to re- 
moval. Others, they said, might 
leave Gape Palmas, but for their 
own part, they had seen quite 
enough, during their absence, to 
satisfy them, that nowhere else 
could they hope to have the same 
liberty and the same happiness as in 
Africa. This fact alone speaks vol- 
umes as to the satisfaction of the co- 
lonists with their situation and con- 
dition. 

With respect to the feeling of the 
free colored people, on this side of the 
Atlantic, towards colonization, the 
Board have little to add to what they 
have heretofore stated in their annu- 
al reports. They have reason to be- 
lieve that the violent opposition, 
which they have heretofore noticed^ 
no longer exists among them. In 
spite of it, in spite of all the efforts 
of abolition, to the discomfiture of 
all their prophecies of failure, the co- 
lony at Gape Palmas has increased 
year after year in numbers and pros- 
perity. A more gradual and unin- 
terrupted advance, from the few un- 
sheltered emigrants, who landed from 
the Ann in 1834, to a happy and 
thriving community of the most gra- 
tifying province, is, the Board be- 
lieve, unknown in the annals of co- 
lonization, from the time of the 
PhoBnicians ^o the present day. Be- 
tween this colony and the United 
States, commerce is yearly increas- 
ing the means of communication. 
The constant presence of the United 
States squadron oh the coast, consti- 
tutes a tie which seems to bind the 
colonists to the homes which they 
have left. Intelligence is received 
nearly every month from Cape Pal- 
mas, and opportunities of sending 
letters there are as frequent. All 
this is calculated to create an interest 
in the colonies in the minds of the 
colored people of the State ; the in- 
telligent among whom cannot regard 
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with indiflference the effort which is 
being made to build up a nation in 
Africa, to which it is not impossible 
they may have, hereafter, to look 
lor refuge. That this will in time 
produce an emigration, which, like 
ihe emigration from Europe to Ameri- 
ca, shall bear its own expenses, and 
shall equal it in amount, the Board 
entertain no doubt. Every year adds 
to their firm conviction that the free 
colored people must remove from 
amongst us. The present gener.ttion 
may not live to see it. It belongs to that 
class of great events which it takes 
generations, even., to prepare for, and 
which, when finally accomplished, 
form eras in the history of nations, 
and involve the welfare and happi- 
ness of millions tiirough future time. 
It is unjust to charge delay in the 
progress of such a plan as that of 
African colonization, because, in a 
few short years, the entire free co- 
lored population of a State have not 
been removed from the homes of 
their infancy to new ones in a strange 
land. All that colonization can do 
is to prepare such homes. The rest 
must be the work of circumstances, 
whose operation is as sure as the 
coming of to-morrow, although, from 
day to day, it may be as impercep- 
tible as the flow of one second of 
time into another. 

The part which Mfiryland has 
taken in African colonization will 
hereafter be one of her proudest re- 
collections. When the history of 
th€| nations now rising up in Africa 
shall be written, the name of Mary- 
land will be proudly prominent. 
Foreseeing the coming of the time, 
when the free colored portion of her 
population must meet the destiny 
which ever awaits the weakest of 
two distinct races, that cannot amal- 
gamate, who occupy the same soil, 
the State undertook to provide for 
them a home, where they might en- 
joy, in peace and honor, the free in- 



stitutions of the land which they 
were obliged to leave. Not only 
did she furnish means for transport- 
ing those who were willing to emi- 
grate, but she has taught them to 
govern themselves in their new 
abodes ; and, even now^ has the sa- 
tisfaction of knowing that those, who, 
on this side of the Atlantic, aspired 
to no political power, were incapa- 
citated from the enjoyment of any^ 
fill with dignity and credit all the 
ofHces of government, at Cape Pal- 
mas. Should then, the future, un- 
happily bring evil days to her free 
colored people, Maryland will be 
entitled to the credit, and the high 
honor, of having done all that was 
in her power to provide against 
them. AH this, as already said, will 
be told to the lasting honor of our 
State, and in terms of the warmest 
gratitude, by those who shall here- 
after write the history of Maryland 
in Liberia. Even now, it is not un- 
acknowledged by the objects of her 
solicitude; and the strongest hold 
which the State Society has over the 
colony at Cape Palmas grows out of 
the sense of benefits conferred. 

It has been, at times, the duty of 
the Board to notice, not always agree- 
ably, the relations which existed be- 
tween the missionaries and the gov- 
ernment of the colony. It is with 
the sincerest pleasure that the Board 
are now able to say that they are of 
the most satisfactory character, and 
that there is nothing to disturb the 
perfect harmony which should exist 
between those who, in different ways, 
are laboring in the same great cause. 

Before closing their Report, the 
Board have thought that it would not 
be uninteresting to the Society to 
learn, somewhat in detail, the situa- 
tion of the colony and the manner 
in which it is governed. 

The "rritory of Maryland in Li- 
beria occupies the sea-coast, as al' 
ready stated, from Fish Town on 
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the north-west, to Tabou, some'eight 
miles east of the Cavally river, a 
tlistance of about forty miles, and ex- 
tending indefinitely into the interior. 
The principal town is Harper, which 
is located on Cape Palmas proper, a 
rocky promontory, evidently, at 
some remote time, an island, extend- 
ing into the ocean about half a mile, j 
by a fourth of a mile at its greatest 
vridth, and in a direction oblique to 
the mainland, to which jt is united 
by a low and sandy beach. The 
acute angle, formed by the cape and 
the main, makes an excellent harbor, 
and receives the Hoffman river, a 
smalt stream navigable for a few 
miles only by boats, and soon Josing 
itself in the numerous tributaries, 
which, near its head, drain the sur- 
rounding country. Harper contains 
the Government House and offices, 
and the public store, and its inhabi- 
tants are such of the colonists as are 
occupied in trade or the mechanic 
arts. Its population is about 800. 
The soil of the cape is thin, but suf- 
ficiently good for the gardens of the 
colonists. Descending from the cape 
landward, the road now known as 
the Maryland avenue crosses the 
beach, already mentioned, and pur- 
sues its course for a distance of be- 
tween three and four miles to Mount 
Tubman, which at this time may be 
called the frontier settlement. To 
the right, after leaving the beach, is 
the station, formerly occupied by 
•the Presbyterian mission, of Fair 
Hope, the Methodist Episcopal mis- 
sion-house of Mount Emory, and 
the Ladies' School ; and opposite to 
these is the Public Farm. Further 
• on, the farm lands of the colonists 
begin, and continue, without interval 
on the Maryland avenue, and Hance 
road, and Holmes road, parallel 
thoroughfares, to Mount Tubman 
Village. Close to this last is the 
Episcopal mission of Mount Vaughn, 
situated on a gentle eminence, around 



which and the hill on which Mouirl 
Tubman stands, the clearings extend 
on every side. The Maryland ave- 
nue, which is the principal highway 
of the colony, as well as the parallel 
and cross roads, are giaded and 
bridged, and kept clean and in order 
by the adjacent proprietors. The 
avenue forms an acute angle with 
the sea-shore, and between the two 
lies Sheppard lake, a fine sheet of 
water, which extends some ten or 
twelve miles in the direction of the 
Cavally river. 

On the cape, besides the town of 
Harper, is the native town of the 
king of the Cape Palmas tribe, and 
small villages of his people are scat- 
tered here and thereon the mainland, 
the relations of the colonists and na- 
tives being such as to permit the oc- 
cupation of territory in this manner, 
with rare differences between them ; 
a feature of colonization in Africa 
which is its peculiar characteristic. 

At the extremity of the cape is the 
light-house, already spoken of, and 
Fort Howard ; and opposite to the 
Government House, which is nearer 
the mainland, there is a small battery, 
which commands the landing-place 
and the native town, this last being 
situated on the pitch of the cape land- 
ward. 

Fort Tubman is a stjrong stockade, 
capable of resisting any force that 
could be brought against it by the 
natives. 

The military of the colony consists 
of two uniformed companies, one of 
infantry, and one of artillery, well 
drilled and disciplined, and an un- 
uniformed militia, which meets week* 
ly for the purpose of inspection. 

The local government of the co- 
lony consists of an agent and assist* 
ant agent, appointed by the Society, 
who hold their offices for two years^ 
—a secretary appointed by the agent, 
annually, and a vice-agent — two coun- 
sellorSf a register, a sheriff, a trear 
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surer, and a committee on new emi- 
grants, elected by the people. There 
are minor officers appointed by the 
agent. The judiciary consists of the 
agent and two justices of the peace, 
the latter of whom are taken in rota- 
tion from the body of justices, so 
that each justice is made familiar 
with the performance of judicial du- 
ties. A single justice of the peace 
has jurisdiction, criminally, over 
minor ofiences, and in all civil cases 
where the claim does not exceed 
twenty dollars. 

Male colored people are entitled 
to vote if they hold land in their 
own right, or pay a tax of one dol- 
lar for the support of education. No 
one can sit on a jury who does not 
know how to read and write. 

One of the fundamental laws of 
the colony prohibits the use of ardent 
spirits. The emigrants who founded 
it. signed the constitution containing 
this provision before they left Ameri- 
ca, and those who afterwards came 
under the government which they 
established, were necessarily bound 
by the law. 

On the arrival of an emigrant in 



the colony, he receives ^ve acres of 
land, and is allowed to purchase as 
much more as he wants for the pur- 
pose of improving it, at one dollar 
per acre. Five acres may seem a 
small quantity ; but in the tropical 
climate and fruitful soil of Cape Pal- 
mas, it is found to be abundant for 
the support of the colonist and his 
family. Houses are, in many in- 
stances, "erected by the agent, in an- 
ticipation of new emigrants, who re- 
ceive them at a fixed price, which is 
appropriated to the preparation of 
similar accommodation for their suc- 
cessors. 

In conclusion it is proper to say, 
that all the offices in the colony are 
filled by people of color. This was 
a step early determined on by the 
Board, and which results have most 
satisfactorily justified. It was fol- 
lowed, at a later day, and with the 
same success, by the American Co- 
lonization Society, at Monrovia. 

By order of the Board of Mana- 
gers, 

JNO. H. B. LATROBE, 
PresdH Md. S. C, Soc'y. 
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A meeting of the Colonization So- 
ciety was held at the Broadway 
Tabernacle, with special reference 
to the case of the Africans liberated 
from the Pons, and landed at Mon- 
rovia, Liberia. The attendance was 
quite as numerous as could be 
expected, considering the unfavor- 
able weather. The meeting was 
opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. 
DeWitt. A statement of the facts, 
ably drawn up, was read by Dr. D. 
M. Reese, secretary of the Society, 
but these and the correspondence 
from the colony have so recently ap- 
peared in our columns that it is un- 



necessary to repeat them, only adding 
that the society propose to despatch 
a vessel to Liberia by the 1st of May 
if possible, instead of July, as has 
been announced, and funds are re- 
quired to provide food, clothing and 
the means of living for the unfortu- 
nate slaves of the Pons. For the 
same reason we give but brief sketch- 
es of the various addresses, as they 
necessarily embodied much that is 
already known to the readers of th& 
Commercial. 

Rev. Mr. Rockwell, of Boston, 
moved the following resolution :— 

Eesolvedj That Commander Bell, 



^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



* »■ ^I^^N^^^^^^^**— ^^^^ 



■■<■''*— '-^iP'^Bg^l^ W ^»<^'W>^^ 



^^^^ pi*^^«%,^ ««^^ 



1846.] 



Meeting of the Colonization Society. 



215 



of the U. S. ship Yorktown, his 
officers and men, have merited the 
gratitud6 of their country, and con- 
ferred honor upon the American navy , 
by their zeal and success in the cap- 
ture of the Pons, and by their hu- 
mane efforts in behalf of the captives 
whom they thus rescued from bond- 
age and death. 

He observed that he rose rather 
as a viritness of some of the horrors 
of the slave trade than for the pur- 
pose of making a formal address — to 
furnish topics for those who should 
follow him, than with the hope of 
making any decided impression up- 
on the audience by the enforcement 
of any special line of argument. 
The resolution spoke of deeply de- 
ploring the iniquities and horrors of 
the African slave trade. He would 
not dwell upon these scenes of hor- 
ror which ever accompanied the ac- 
cursed traffic, written as they were 
with blood on the page of history. 
It was once his lot while on the 
coast of Africa, during a thick fog, 
to come into the vicinity — almost to 
run foul — of one of these ships, 
freighted with its mass of wretched- 
ness and suffering. She was a small 
vessel but she had five hundred slaves 
crowded into her. Twenty had 
already died, and as the vessel in 
which the reverend gentleman was, 
came up, the crew were throwing 
overboard the body of another vic- 
tim. They stood so thick upon the 
deck that it was impossible to ima- 
gine how they could all be stowed 
away between decks. 

In another instance, when passing 
up one »f the African rivers, they 
found an aged man and woman sit- 
ting disconsolate upon the bank. 
The boys who were rowing the ca- 
noe chanced to know their language, 
and thus the speaker and his compan- 
ions learned that this aged, sorrow- 
stricken couple were the only survi- 
vors of a neighboring village^ which 



had been pounced upon during the 
night ; the aged and the infantile, who 
came not within the ages contracted 
for by the slave-catcher and the buy- 
er, had been ruthlessly murdered 
and the remainder carried into bond- 
age. 

Now a source of joy is that our 
Christian colonies are supplied with- 
thejninistry of the gospel, Sunday 
schools, &c., as the means of cul- 
tivating those deep- toned sympathies 
found in every human breast. He, 
the speaker, knew the colony of Li- 
beria well, and adding his willing 
testimony to that of others, that the 
colonists were moral and devout in 
their habits and character. He had 
preached there to as attentive audi- 
ences as he had met with anywhere. 
The vessel in which he visited the 
colony arrived there on the Sunday, 
but not a single person came to visit 
them until the following day. In 
what American or European port 
would there have been such a regard 
for the day ? 

The gentleman then reviewed the 
colonization movement from the 
commencement, and ' passed high 
eulogiums upon the operations and 
beneficial influences of the Society. 

Rev. Dr. Tyng moved the follow- 
ing resolution : — 

Resolved^ That the American co- 
lonists and the Methodist mission- 
aries in Liberia have nobly exempli- 
fied their Christian character by tho 
generous manner in which they have 
welcomed to their hearts and homes 
the hapless and suffisring strangers 
cast among them ; and that we here- 
by assure them of our prompt and 
liberal co-operation and support, in 
their benevolent and self-denying 
efforts to feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked, thus providentially cast 
upon their shores. 

The reverend gentleman seemed 
to speak with sonae feebleness and 
pain, and observed that he was m'iftk- 
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ing considerable personal sacrifice in 
order to manifest his interest in the 
subject which had called them to- 
gether. His interest in the cause of 
colonization was of long-standing ; 
his attachme][it to this enterprise of 
divine and human benevolence — di- 
vine in its origin and principle, and 
human in its object^^was coeval 
with his entrance upon the ministry. 
The early years of his labor were 
spent in the South, and he saw enough 
there, in the passage of a few years, 
to convince him that unless some- 
thing was done to open a path of 
liberty and hope for the sons and 
daughters of sorrow, to deliver them 
from their bondage and degradation, 
the society in the midst of which 
they were held in bondage, and in- 
deed the nation at large, would have 
its interests perilled. 

Alluding lo the early days of the 
Society he observed, that when his 
personal and beloved friend Bishop 
Meade took the first step in the mat- 
ter, it appeared to him [the speaker] 
like the rod of Moses striking the 
rock — there was a gushing forth of 
a stream which gave promise of re- 
fre^ment and hope and comfort and 
joy to those who were looking for 
some means of comfort, and was 
likely to follow them through the 
wilderness, irrigating their path, pro- 
ducing verdure and beauty, and glad- 
dening their hearts with the music 
of its meanderings. From that day 
he had been acquainted with the pro- 
, ceedings of the Society — had seen it 
when assailed by the most brutal and 
unreasonable prejudice and bitter 
hostility — but it had continued its 
onward march, persevering hopeful- 
ly, calmly, surely, to its great results. 

If there had never been a single 
fact in the twenty-six years of its 
history calculated to sliow to the 
world the importance of its existence 
as a Society, and the benefits of its 
inflaence immediate and reflected — 



if there had been no fact bnt the 
single one adverted to in the resolu- 
tion, that was amply sufficient to de- 
monstrate the good effects which the 
association was destined to produce 
— it was a glorious expression of 
charity in its maturity and fullness 
— of ripened benevolence dwelling 
in the minds of men, but recently 
disenthralled, elevated and illiimined ; 
an instance of hearts expanding with 
: a charity beyond the limited means 
at its disposal, and burthening itself 
to carry out designs beyond its re- 
sources, which proved beyond a 
doubt that the plans and purposes of 
the Colonization Society were ad^ 
mirably adapted to the great object 
at which the Society aimed. 

He [Dr.T.] supposed that no man 
could have read the published ac- 
counts of this transaction, without 
reflecting upon the disgrace which 
I it has inflicted upon the national 
character — a disgrace that is follow- 
ing us from shore to shore — that is 
handed down from year to year, 
and will aflix its degrading impress 
upon our history in the view of sur- 
rounding mankind, until, by some 
power or benevolence oi justice or 
force, the evil shall be removed from 
our land, and men shall here be, 
what they are here declared to be, 
equal in their nature and their rights. 
[Loud applause.] "Sir, I am," sard 
Dr. T., " to the very blood of my 
heart, an anti-slavery man. [Long 
continued applause.] Sir, I am re- 
^ solved to maintain in these Northern 
States, what I have done upon the 
soil of slavery itself, the hostility of 
the system to the word of God, the 
rights of man, and to the peculiar 
principles and claims of this>*country, 
founded upon the certainty of Divine 
truth and the necessity of human 
rights." [Loud applause.] 

The reverend gentleman then o^ 
served, that whatever might have 
been the errors of judgment on the 
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part of the abolitionists, and however 
they might, by those errois, have re- 
tarded the advent of universal free- 
dom, he honored the spirit with 
which they had set out« their self- 
denial and endurance of suffering, 
fmd never would he be induced to 
say more than that he disapproved of 
some of the methods which they had 
adopted, and thereby produced feel- 
ings in the minds of the slave-holders 
which they had never designed to 
produce, goading into more intense 
hostility and oppression the spiiit 
which is cultivated by those who 
hold their fellow men in bondage. 
{Applause^ 

He alluded with much feeling to 
the first men — Andros, and Ashmun, 
end Mills, and Bacon — who took an 
interest in the cause of civilization, 
end expressed his conviction that 
the same lofty benevolence actuated 
the friends of the cause. 

Was not this, he would repeat, 
abundantly proved by the history of 
this transaction ? Did it not mani- 
fest, on the part of those who con- 
ducted the affairs of the colony, or in- 
fluenced the colonists by their coun- 
sels and example, a depth of feeling 
and a solemnity of consecration to 
the work of God, seldom, if ever, 
equalled? And now tliat, as our 
agents, they have received into their 
homes these wretched victims of op- 
pression and wrong, they have a 
right to look to us, who have placed 
tliem there to do good, to sustain 
them. 

These Methodist brethren have 
manifested a spirit which will ever 
do them honor. It is a Christian 
spirit ; and when the bright Sabbath 
dawned on that hapless shore, and 
while these holy men were engaged 
in prayer, as these wretched captives 
were thrown in their midst, and were 
received with the open hearts and 
arms of sympathy and kindness, can 
there be a doubt that attending angels 

14 



regarded the scene with deepening 
interest ? Can there be a doubt that 
a smiling Saviour realized that these 
Methodist biethren were representa- 
tives of himself 7 ** What care I, sir," 
said Dr. T., ^ for official sanction 
and appointment* coming down 
through successive ages by some 
mysterious agency, when there is 
this life-like spirit of my Master so 
clearly manifested." [Applause.] 

^Sir, this is evidence enough of 
the presence of the Master-— of con« 
formity to the spirit of Jesus. It 
was Jesus first and last'— Jesus act* 
ing in the hearts of these men. Je- 
sus upon whose shoulders the go- 
vernment is placed, and, who shall 
award the blessing." 

The reverend gentleman then pro- 
ceeded to enforce this call for help 
upon the audience as Christians, and 
urged that there should be a response 
commensurate with the occasion. 

Rev. Dr. Cone moved the follow- 
ing resolution: — 

Resolved, That this meeting cor- 
dially approve of the proposed ex- 
pedition by the Colonization Board 
of our State Society, for transporting 
to Liberia immediate supplies of pro- 
visions and clothing for the telief of 
the recaptured Africans, and that a 
subscription be forthwith opened, 
and a collection taken up for this 
object. 

He adverted to his early connexion 
with the Society, and his eaily ac- 
quaintance with slavery in the Old 
Dominion. The first movement to- 
ward this enterprise was made by a 
black man. Lot Carey, who had 
purchased his own freedom and that 
of his wife and family, and then, in 
connexion with the colored members 
of the First Baptist Church in Rich- 
mond, established the first society to 
collect funds with a view to go hiiy- 
self as a Baptist missionary to Afri- 
ca, or to send others. Subsequently, 
a young man from the East, living 
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in the Custis family, applied to him 
(the speaker) to preach to the slaves 
of the family, and out of this arose 
another movement toward this object. 
He then came to the conclusion, from 
which he had never deviated, that by 
means of colonization the shackles 
of the slave all over the world would 
be removed. 

Dr. G. then went into the history 
of the anti-slavery and colonization 
movements, in connexion with Eng- 
land and her possessions, to show 
that this result was already partially 
arrived at, and expressed his confi- 
dence that the end of these meliora- 
tions of slavery was not yet. He 
reviewed the history of Baptist mis- 
sions, spoke of the persecutions in 
the West Indies, and drew a glowing 
picture of what might be achieved 
for Africa by means of the mission- 
ary labors of these recaptured sons 
of that ill-fated and long oppressed 
land. 

The duty of American Christians 
was plainly indicated — the opportu- 
nity to do good was given them, for 
these wretched beings were as plain- 
ly cast into their arms for protection 
as ever Moses was cast into the arms 
of Pharaoh's daughter. 

The collection was about to be 
made, when Moses Allen, Esq., 
mentioned that the cost of sending 
out an emigrant and supporting him 
six nionths after his arrival, was 
•70. The Society had applications 
from two young men, one a physi- 
cian who had just graduated, and 
another a porter in a store ; and any 
person who would pay their passage 
would do good service. 

Hev. Dr. Tyng — / will send that 
young Doctor there. [Cheers.] 

Bev. Dr. Cone — LetnotDr.Tytig 
stand alone in his glory. Who will 
fallow ? I will pledge my Church for 
$100. [Cheers.] And I will beg it 
from door to door, rather than not 
obtain it. |Cheers.] 



Mr. Phelps, (the president,) held 
himself responsible for $100. 

Moses JillefL, Esq.^ pledged the 
Brick Church (Dr. Spring's) foi anr- 
other $100. 

Hon. B. F. Butler next addressed 
the meeting, but from some cause or 
other, Mr. Butler was not so happy 
as usual. He moved the following 
resolution :— - 

Resolved^ That in the services 
rendered by the American colonies 
on the coast of Africa, to the cause 
of humanity, in the case now before 
us, as well as in other cases of the 
like nature, and more especially in 
the fact that, notwithstanding the ef- 
forts of the great maritime powers of 
the world to suppress the slave trade, 
it is yet carried on with undiminish- 
ed activity and cruelty, we find con- 
clusive arguments in favor of the 
plan of colonization, as the only ef- 
fectual means of civilizing Africa, 
and thereby putting an end to this 
detestable traffic. 

He commenced a diffuse address 
by observing that the case of the 
Pons was one that came home to 
American business and bosoms — the 
first of the kind that came directly 
home to us. It was calculated to 
arouse the government, neglectful of 
its duty as ihe government had long 
been, to prompt and vigorous action 
in the suppression of the slave trade. 
Its past inactivity was the more 
blameworthy, as it had refused to 
yield the mutual right of search. 
And thus protected, or furnished 
with peculiar advantages for escap- 
ing detection, American merchants 
and capitalists were emboldened to 
engage in the trade for themselves 
or for others. 

Mr. Butler spoke at great length, 
recapitulating the well known history 
and features of the trade, denying that 
navies could put it down, and claim- 
ing that colonization was the only 
means of civilizing and chiistianizing 
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Africa. Some of his remarks upon 
the movements of the anti-slavery 
party, excited much hissing and 
counter indications of feeling. 

Hugh Maxwell, Esq., followed in 
support of the resolution. He spoke 
with much earnestness and feeling, 
■with eloquence and force. He re- 
viewed the history of the affair of 
the Pons, her outfit, destination, &;c., 
and contended that any jury of ordi- 
nary common sense would find the 
parties guilty. He deprecated Cora. 
BelPs allowing the Portuguese cap- 
tain and crew to go at large, and con- 
tended that at least they ought to have 
been brought here as witnesses. 



Mr. M. alluded to the fact that 
Portugal was the power principally 
engaged in this trade, and intimated 
his belief that if England was honest 
in her desire to put down the slave 
trade she would influence Portugal 
to abandon it. 

Mr. Maxwell was listened to with 
great interest, and was warmly ap- 
plauded at the conclusion of his re- 
marks. 

It was then announced that the 
collections and pledges amounted to 
nearly $700, and the meeting was 
concluded with the benediction by 
Rev. Dr. McLeod. 



[From the Presbyferian.] 

€ot0nt3att0n JffXtttlng. 



A public meeting of the friends of 
colonization was held in the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
(Rev. Dr. Boardman's,) on Friday 
evening, the 29th ult. Mr. Cresson 
Was called to the chair. Prayer by 
the Rev. D. Baker, of Mississippi. 
Mr. Cresson, on opening the meet- 
ing, said he would not occupy the 
time of the audience with any re- 
marks of his, as there were gentle- 
men present who would address them 
this evening who were fully able to 
do this glorious cause justice ; yet he 
would beg them to turn their atten- 
tion to Liberia. See there a free, 
intelligent, and happy people, where, 
at the commencement of the colony, 
there were sixty slave-factories, with 
all their attendant horrors. All these 
have been utterly destroyed but one, 
where, at the time before referred to, 

<< The heathen, in his blindness, 
Bowed down to -wood and stone,*^ 

and ofiered liis bloody sacrifices. 
(^Here Mr. Cresson showed to the 
audience an idol and a sacrificial 
knife from Liberia.] There are at 
the present time twenty-five church -| 



es, thirteen dififerent settlements, and 
various schools. The anti-coloniza- 
tionist can see nothing in this small 
germ; yet from it, as from the 
acorn, will arise the noble oak and 
the mighty forest ; and while to the 
same mind our humble efforts may^ 
appear as contemptible and useless, 
there would yet arise from the seed 
thus sown, the United States of Afri- 
ca. He would not pursue these re- 
flections any further, but introduce 
to the meeting the Rev. Mr. Finley, 
of Missouri. 

Mr. Finley said he held a resolu- 
tion in his hand, which he intended 
to present for adoption, and to the 
support of which he would confine 
his remarks. 

Resolved^ That the success with 
which it has pleased Almighty God 
to crown the labors of American co- 
lonization, in the successful estab- 
lishment of the Christian Republic 
of Liberia, on the western coast of 
Africa, justifies ^e belief that the 
principle of African colonization — if 
properly sustained and followed up 
by the united efforts of the American 
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Christian philanthropist and states- 
man — is adequate to accomplish all 
the great results ever anticipated from 
it by its most sanguine friends. 

Now, said Mr. Finley, 1 intend in 
the fiitt place to state \vhat the So- 
ciety has done ; and, secondly, the 
principles involved. 

If the Society was to dissolve this 
night, the principles would live for- 
ever ; it is only a little over twenty- 
five years since the Society com- 
menced operations *, during that time 
it has sent to Liberia over five thou- 
sand emigrants, brought under its 
government some twenty thousand 
natives, and the colony is now ex- 
tended along the coast about three 
hundred miles and one hundred miles 
inland, all acquired by fair and hon- 
orable purchase. The object has not 
been so much for large numbers, as 
to prove the capacity of the negro 
for self-government; and this has 
been settled beyond all doubt. And 
it continues to flourish and will do 
so, for we are told by the prophet — 
'" Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord ;*' and although this de- 
claration Was made particularly to 
Israel, yet it extends to all nations 
generally. 

Liberia, then, had greater elements 
of success, as there are a larger num- 
ber t)f her citizens, according to the 
population, members of the Christian 
church, and who in their private life 
adorned the doctrines which they 
professed, than in any other nation 
on the earth. 

God in his providence, it appeared 
to him, was bringing good out of 
evil, in casting the lot of the black 
man in our midst. Ever since they 
came here they have been rising in 
the scale of happiness and comfort. 
He was glad to say that there had 
been a great change recently in th6 
public mind of the South. Masters 
were instructing their slaves, and 
preparing to send them home— to 



their own fatherland. And where a 

master generously gave freedom to 

his slaves, aftei thus preparing thent 

for usefulness, in Liberia, he thought, 

and urged it with ability and elo* 

quence, that it was the bounden duty 

of every lover of his ponntry — every 

one who had any sympathy for poor 

down-trodden Africa, to accept the 

boon thus offered, by contributing of 

their substance, and thus accomplish- 

[ing the liberation of the slave, and 

the christianizing of Africa, by 

means of her own sons. 

The resolution was here put, and 
unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Parker, after stating how the 
negro came to this country, that their 
degeneration commenced over four 
thousand years ago, said he was glad 
to hear that the colony of Liberia 
was progressing and gradually rising 
among the nations of the earth. He 
felt more rejoiced that it was going 
on slowly and thus securely, than to 
hear of large accessions to their 
number, and of its rapid growth — 
from childhood to manhood in a day. 
While, comparatively speaking, Mil- 
lerism. Socialism, and other isms, 
are in the full tide of success to-day, 
where can you find them to-morrow ? 
And yet, with the slow progress 
Christianity has made, since founded 
by our blessed Saviour, it still lives, 
and will continue forever. The prin- 
ciples of Christianity will never die ; 
so the principles involved in the 
foundation of Liberia will live for- 
ever. Onr pilgrim fathers learned 
subjection in their own land before 
they came here. They had always 
been free from the mother country ; 
but the time arose when they had to 
maintain that freedom, and, through 
the blessing of God, to keep it. You 
never hear of tumults or riots in 
Liberia, because they have learned 
obedience. Moses was at the court 
of Pharaoh for forty years ; here God 
trained him to lead his children from 
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Egypt to the promised land, and 
though it was but a few days' jour- 
ney, yet the Lord kept them Ibrty 
years in the wilderness, and then 
allowed but a very few to enter it of 
those who left bondage, but raised 
up for himself a people who would 
love and obey him ; thus, in his pro- 
vidence, he is raising the black man 
for usefulness to his God, his country, 
and his race. 

The slaves at the South are indeed 
in great ignorance, compared with 
the learned white man ; and this be- 
cause of their not enjoying the same 
opportunities and privileges as the 
latter ; yet the slave is a light of some 
brilliancy in the midst of the sur- 
rounding darkness of Africa, or, as 
he had heard his friend Pinney illus- 
trate this point: — Suppose, for in- 
stance, that a light was brought into 
this assembly, in the midst of this 
display of gas, would it be per- 
ceived? While, on the other hand, 
if all the lights were extinguished, 
and it was perfect darkness, how 
soon it would be seen, and what 
gladsome emotions would it create, 
if there was only a single rushlight 
brought in : so the people of Liberia 
are to the neighboring tribes. The 
waitiitg-maid of the South learns the 
manners, the tastes, and the graceful 
carriage of her mistress ; the coach- 
man of His master ; and although we 
cannot see any evidence of it here, 
yet, place them in another sphere, 
where these talents (if I may so 
call them) will be called into requisi- 
tion—behold them in Liberia, at the 
head of their table, and there you see 
them presiding with all the dignity 
^nd propriety of the most refined 
taste. Officers of the United States 
squadron, and travellers on the coast, 
inform us of the striking truth of this 
fact. 

In this strain Dr. Parker continued 
for some time, but the limits of our 
brief report will not allow us to fol- 



I low him, more than to Bote another 
'of his illustrations — ^that of Jacob-~ 
how he could not believe his sonSf 
that Joseph was indeed alive, until 
he actually saw the wagons that Pha- 
raoh sent to convey him and his fa- 
mily to Egypt Then the good old 
patriarch exclaimed, *' It is enough ; 
Joseph, my son, is yet alive. I will 
go and see him before 1 die." So 
the colored man in this country, long 
abused by the stories circulated 
against Liberia, and often doubting 
its very existence, could only be 
convinced of the reality when he saw 
the ships, like the wagons of old, 
returning freighted with the rich 
products of her fertile soil. 

The Rev. Dr. Bethune next ad-» 
dressed the meeting. He had drawn 
up a resolution, in the support of 
which he had intended to make a few 
remarks ; but after all that had been 
said by his brethren-, Finley and 
Parker, he had scarcely resolution 
enough left to speak at all, but he 
would make an inquiry ; much as he 
hated slavery, he would ask, what 
use is there in denouncing our south- 
ern friends ? Let any person attend 
the meetings of the religious bodies 
now in session in our city, as he had 
the privilege in part of doing, and 
they could not but notice the Chris- 
tian kindness and courtesy in which 
the discussion of slavery is conduct- 
ed. Why, sir, six or seven years 
ago, this would not be tolerated, as 
you were shown in the various mobs 
which disgraced this and other cities, 
and the destruction of property. 

He referred to the tendency of 
abolitionism of the Garrison school. 
Their object and aim is to overthrow 
slavery as it now is, even if they 
have to tread over the ruins of the 
church and the constitution of our 
beloved country, to effect their pur* 
pose. 

Some of our friends may not have 
noticed, that after all the hue and 
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cry which has been raised by them, 
charging us with wishing to get the 
negro out of our way — of even driv- 
ing them away by force, when the 
very first article of the American Co- 
lonization Society declares to the 
whole world, that the object of this 
Society shall be the colonizing of the 
Iree people of color, with their orjun 
consent^ the abolitionists are actually 
carrying out our plan and devoting 
their means, with the exception of 
that used in supporting their publi- 
cations, to keep up a line to Canada 
for runaway slaves. Again, they 
sent Cinque, whom they in some 
way had made a Christian, with a 
couple of white missionaries and the 
negroes of the Am is tad, to their 
country on the coast of Africa. What 
has been the result? He was very 
sorry to say it was a failure. Yet, 
here is the very principle carried out, 
against which', as I before said, there 
is so much outcry. By sending the 
black man to his fatherland, from 
this country, we make him, with the 
blessing of God, the honored instru- 
ment of doing good, spiritually and 
bodily^ to his poor, benighted, and 
degraded brethren. 

Again, others of them are opposed 
to dny measure for the liberation of 
the slave, which does, in itself, di- 
rectly or indirectly, even in the re- 
motest degree, recognise the claim of 
the master on the slave, and where a 
master generously offers liberty to 
his slaves on condition of their going 
to Liberia, their conscience will not 
allow them to aid this Society to 



send them, because, as I have al- 
ready stated, it would in some degree 
recognise this right, which is gua- 
rantied to him by the constitution of 
the land and the laws of his state. 
So, then, you must wait until the 
master, being convinced of the evil 
of slavery, voluntarily manumits his 
slaves ! Nonsense ! Suppose, said 
Dr. Bethune, some of our citizens 
were taken and held as slaves by the 
Algerines, would it be right for our 
government to wait until they could 
convince the cross-legged Mussul- 
man and the long-bearded Turk to 
renounce Mahomet as a false pro* 
phet, and to acknowledge and accept 
Jesus Christ as the true one, before 
they would demand those men ? If 
not given, would they not soon take 
them by force of steel ? And would 
it not be clearly their duty ? Away 
then with your metaphysics — your 
pamphlets and papers filled with in- 
vectives and harsh sayings, and en- 
deavor, each and every one, to do 
something for the removal of this 
evil, and in no other way could it be 
removed than by planting colonies 
of free colored people on the coast 
of Africa, by doing all in our power 
to raise it to such a height that the 
free man of color will there find a 
home, and sit under his own vine 
and fig-tree, with none to make him 
afraid. 

The addresses were listened to 
with great attention and delight, and 
at a late hour the meeting adjourn- 
ed. 

W. C. 
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The following highly interesting 
letter from Mr. Jefferson was pub- 
lished more than twenty years ago, 
at the time when efforts were made 
to convert Illinois from a non-slave- 



holding to a slaveholding State-— 
which efi^rts were defeated chiefly 
by the exertions and influence of 
Governor Coles, then the chief ma- 
gistrate of Illinoia :— 
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MONTICELLO, 

August 25, 1814. 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of July 
31, was duly received, and was read 
with peculiar pleasure. The senti- 
ments breathed through the whole 
do honor both to the head and heart 
of the writer. Mine on the subject 
of the slavery of negroes have long 
since been in possession of the pub- 
lic, and time has only served to give 
them stronger root. The love of 
justice and the love of country plead 
equally the cause of these people, 
and it is a mortal reproach to us that 
they should have pleaded it so long 
in vain, and should have produced 
not a single effort, nay I fear not 
much serious willingness, to relieve 
them and ourselves from our present 
condition of moral and political rep- 
robation. From those in the former 
generation, who were in the fullness 
of age when I came into public life, 
which was while our controversy 
with England was on paper only, I 
soon saw that nothing was to be 
hoped. Nursed and educated in the 
daily habit of seeing the degraded 
condition, both bodily and mental, 
of those unfortunate beings, not re- 
flecting that that degradation was 
very much the work of themselves 
and their fathers, few minds hall yet 
doubted but that they were as legiti- 
mate subjects of property as their 
horses or cattle. The quiet and mo- 
notonotts course of colonial life had 
been disturbed by no alarm, and 
little reflection on the value of liberty. 
And when alarm was taken at an en- 
terprise on their own, it was not easy 
to carry them the whole length of 
the principles which they invoked 
for themselves. In the first or second 
session of the legislature after I be» 
eame a member, I drew to this sub- 
ject the attention of Col. Bland, one 
of the oldest, ablest, and most re- 
spected members, and he undertook 



to move for certain moderate ezten* 
sions of the protection of the laws 
to these people. I seconded his mo- 
tion, and, as a younger member, was 
more spared in the debate; but he 
was denounced as an enemy to his 
country, and was treated with the 
greatest indecorum. From an early 
stage of our Revolution, other and 
more distant duties were assigned to 
me, so that from that time till my re- 
turn from Europe in 1789, and I 
may say, till I returned to reside at 
home in 1809, I had little opportu- 
nity of knowing the progress of pub- 
lic sentiment here on this subject. I 
had always hoped that the younger 
generation, receiving their early im- 
pressions after the flame of liberty 
had been kindled in every breast, 
and had become, as it were, the vital 
spirit of every American, that the 
generous temperament of youth, an- 
alogous to the motion of their bloody 
and above the suggestions of avarice, 
would have sympathized with op- 
pression wherever found, and proved 
their love of liberty beyond their 
own share of it. But my intercourse 
with them, since my return, has not 
been sufficient to ascertain that they 
had made towards this point the pro- 
gress I had hoped. Your solitary 
but welcome voice is the first which 
has brought this sound to my ear; 
and I have considered the general 
silence which prevails on this sub- 
ject as indicating an apathy unfavor- 
able to every hope. Yet the hour 
of emancipation is advancing in the 
march of time. It will come ; and 
whether brought on by the generous 
energy of our own minds, or by the 
bloody process of St. Domingo, ex- 
cited and conducted by the power of 
our present enemy, if once stationed 
permanently within our country, and 
offering asylum and arms to the op- 
pressed, is a leaf of our history not 
yet turned over. 
As to the method by which this 



*4V^W^«^^^^i^%i^ 



224 



Mr^ Jefferson on Stahery. 



[Jidy. 



difficult work is to be effected, if per- 
initted to be done by ourselves, I 
have seen no proposition so expedi- 
ent on the M^hole, as that of emanci- 
pation of those born after a given 
day, and of their education and ex- 
patriation at a proper age. This 
would give time for a gradual extinc- 
tion of that species of labor and sub- 
stitution of another, and lessen the 
severity of the shock which an ope- 
ration so fundamental cannot fail to 
produce. The idea of emancipating 
the whole at once, the old as well as 
the young, and retaining them here, 
is of those only who have not the 
guide of either knowledge jor expe- 
rience of the subject. For men, pro- 
bably of any color, but of this color 
we know, brought up from their in- 
fancy without necessity for thought 
or forecast, are by their habits ren- 
dered as incapable as children, of 
taking care of themselves, and are 
extinguished promptly wherever in- 
dustry is necessary for raising the 
young. In the meantime, they are 
pests in society by their idleness, 
and the depredations to which this 
leads them. Their amalgamation with 
the other color produces a degrada- 
tion to which no lover of his country, 
no lover of excellence in the human 
character, can innocently consent. 

I am sensible of the partialities 
with which you have looked towards 
me as the person who should under- 
take this salutary but arduous work. 
But this, my dear sir, is like bidding 
old Priam to buckle the armour of 
Hector — ** trementibus aevo humeris 
et inutile ferrumeingi." No, I have 
overlived the generation with which 
mutual labors and perils begat mutual 
confidence and influence. This en- 
terprise is for the young : for those 
who can follow it up, and bear it 
through to its consummation. It 
shall have all my prayers, and these 
are the only weapons of an old man. 
But in the mean time, are you right 



in abandoning this property, and your 
country with it ? i think not. My 
opinion has ever been that, until more 
can be done for them, we should en- 
deavor, with those whom fortune has^ 
thrown on our hands, to feed and 
clothe them well, protect them from 
ill usage, require such reasonable 
labor only as is performed voluntari- 
ly by freemen, and be led by no re- 
pugnances to abdicate them, and our 
duties to them. The laws do not 
permit us to turn them loose, if that 
were for their good ; and to commute 
them for other property, is to com- 
mit them to those whose usage of 
them we cannot control. I hope, 
then, my dear sir, you will reconcile 
yourself to your country and its un- 
fortunate condition; that you will 
not lessen its stock of sound disposi- 
tion by withdrawing your portion 
from the mass. That on the con- 
trary, you will come forward in the 
public councils, become the mission- 
ary of this doctrine truly Christian, 
insinuate and inculcate it softly but 
steadily through the medium of writ- 
ing and conversation, associate others 
in your labors, and when the pha- 
lanx is formed, bring on and press 
the proposition perseveringly until 
its accomplishment. It is an encou- 
raging observation, that no good 
measure was ever proposed which, 
if duly pursued, failed to prevail in 
the end. We have proof of this in 
the history of the endeavors in the 
British Parliament to supp^pss that 
very trade which brought this evil 
on us. And you will be suppoiied 
by the religious precept, " Be not 
wearied in well-doing." That your 
success may be as speedy and com- 
plete, as it will be of honorable and 
immortal cpnsolation to yourself, I 
shall as fervently and sincerely pray> 
as I assure you of my great friend<» 
ship and respect. 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
Edward Coles, Esq. 
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. The Massachusetts Colonization Socie- 
ty held its fifth Annual Meeting, for the 
transaction of business, at its office, on 
Wednesday, May 27, at 12 o'clock, at 
noon ; T. R. Marvin, Esq., in the chair. 
The Treasurer's account was received, and 
referred to the Board of Managers. The 
following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year, viz: — 

Prendent—^Hon. Simon Greenleaf. Vice 
Presidents — Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., 
Rev. £. S. Gannett, D> D., Rev. Heman 
Humphrey, D. D., R. A. Chapman, Esq., 
Rev. William M. Rogers, Rev. William 
Hague, Rev. Charles Brooks, Rev. B. B. 
Edwards, D. D. Secretary and general 
4tgenl — Rev. Joseph Tracy. Treasurer — 
Eliphalet Kimball, Esq. Auditor — ^James 
Butler, Esq. Managers — Rev. Ebenezer 
Burg:ess, D. D., Rev. G. W. Blagden, Dr. 
J. V. C. Smith, Henry Edwards, Esq., 
Albert Fearing, Esq., T. R. Marvin, Esq., 
James Hay ward, Esq., Jam%s C. Dunn, 
Esq., Dr. Abraham R. Thompson. Ad- 
journed, to meet at the Central Church, at 
3 o'clock P. M., for public exercises. 

Afternoon — met according to adjourn- 
ment; Rev. Dr. Humphrey, one of the 
Vice Presidents, in the chair. The Rev. 
Dr. Huntington, of Bridgewater, offered 
an appropriate prayer. Rev. Dr. Hum- 
phrey on taking the chair, remarked, 
that nothing was farther from his expecta- 
tions than being called on to preside on the 
present occasion; but be esteemed it 
among the highest privileges he had en- 
joyed daring the anniversaries, to be here. 
He bad long felt, and conscientioasly felt, 
a deep interest in the progress of this great 
acbeme of benevolence — ^tbe colonization 
ofthe free people of color, and the slaves 
that may be liberated. He regarded it as 
one of the great enterprises of the age. 
Jf be were actuated by a desire to be re- 
membered after be was gone, he should 
choose to be remembered as a friend of this 
-eaose. He anticipated the time when the 



conviction would become general, that this 
is one ofthe great agencies God has raised 
up for the salvation of Africa, and a great 
portion of the African race in this land. 
He anticipated the time when it would be 
as popular as it had been unpopular. He 
rejoiced to believe it was gaining the con- 
fidence ofthe good people of Massachusetts. 
He expected, should his children live to 
his age, they would see a great and flour- 
ishing Republic on the western coast of 
Africa, and that these colonies would be 
made the chief instruments of carrying the 
gospel to the darkest places in that land. 

An abstract of the annual report was 
then read^y Rev. Joseph Tracy, secreta- 
ry, which we hope to publish in our next. 

Rev. Dr. Hitchcock moved the accept- 
ance and printing of the report. 

Hon. Samuel Hoar, in seconding the 
motion, remarked, that the greatest difficul- 
ty in his mind was to know what topic 
should be alluded to, in the presence of in- 
telligent and Christain society, to induce 
them to be more favorable to the advance- 
ment of this great cause. He had felt as if 
called upon to demonstrate first principles ; 
to prove statements which at first blush 
must show themselves true and important. 

What is the plan of this Society? To 
take the free colored man, now degraded, 
ignorant, and oppressed, as a class, and 
place them in their fatherland, and there 
to aid them in acquiring and extending the 
knowledge of Christian truth and free re- 
publican government, and literature and 
science — ^to raise them to the rank of men. 

This enterprise was not antagonist to 
any other of the great charitable plans of 
the day. Are you a friend of the Bible ? 
What would be thought of any one who 
should rifle and attempt to prove the Bible 
to be a good book, and its distribution to 
be a good object ? You would say he was 
insane — ^he needs the attention of h|s friends. 

Do you consider the extension of a 
knowledge of good government a3 a de- 
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. sirable end ? Cast your eye on the state of 
those whom we propose to send, and of the 
country to which they are to be sent; and 
look at the efforts made by those we have 
sent. Which is the better government, 
that of the slave, who is only instructed in 
government by the whip, or such a govern- 
ment as that at Liberia ? Compare the situa- 
tion of a human being, a member of the 
government of Liberia, with one belonging 
to one of the tribes in the vicinity. Will 
you propose then which is the better? 
Will the philanthropist regard it as an ob- 
ject to be proved, that such a government 
as has been established at Liberia, is a bless- 
ing to mankind ? He who should under- 
take to propose this as a question, would 
surely be regarded as insane. 

Again — is the advancement tf science 
and of literature any advantage to human 
beings ? or may we just as well remain in 
ignorance ? If not, compare the situation 
of society at Liberia with that of the tribes 
by which the colony is surrounded, and ask, 
by whom has this been achieved? and 
how ? It is the effect of the exertions of 
comparatively few men, at an expense of 
comparatively a small sum. 

It has been said that the African race is 
incapable of much advancement. He 
would refer any one who entertains such 
an idea, to the address of Governor Koberts 
to the Liberia Legislature, in either of the 
years 1S44 or 1845, and ask him to compare 
them with similar addresses from the go- 
vernors of our own states ; he thought the 
former would bear a very favorable com- 
parison with many of the latter. We have 
the testimony of disinterested persons, who 
have visited Liberia, that there is as much 
order and regularity in that government as 
in almost any place. Attention is also 
paid to the education of the young, with as 
much success as could reasonably be ex- 
pected. 

Then again — if we look at the religious 
state of that country, there are between 20 
and 30 churches with about 1,500 commu- 
nicants. What would have been the con- 



dition of this population had this society 
never existed ? Cast your eye on the pres- 
ent condition of the people of color in this 
land. It is but reasonable to ask gentlemen 
to compare the condition of the two classes. 
In the one case the man stands up in the 
cansciousness of freedom, and all the advan- 
tages for raising himself up to the condi- 
tion of a man, while in the other case he is 
called on to sustain a weight that would 
crush any of us. 

We are not called upon by this society to 
withhold aid from other benevolent objects. 
This society is doing the work of the Bible 
Society, in distributing that blessed book, 
and of the Missionary Society, in dissemi- 
nating Christianity where it is death to the 
white man to go. The friends of literature, 
science, and political rights can also unite 
with the philanthropist and the Christian in 
carrying forward this enterprise. 

Rev. Mr. Brooks followed with some re- 
marks, carrying out some of the topics 
touched upon by Judge Hoar. Among 
other things he answered the objection 
often made against colonization, that it led 
to the extermination of the natives, that the 
case was different from that of our fathers 
in this country, in that the colonists in 
Africa are of the same race with the na- 
tives. 

After this forcible speech from Professor 
Brooks, Mr. Seymour , a colored citizen of 
Liberia, was introduced to the meeting. 
In his address, which was exceedingly able 
and interesting, he sent many a thrill 
through the hearts of his hearers. He sta- 
ted, that he was a native of Hartford, 
Conn. He went to Liberia in 1841, and 
passed through the acclimating fever. 
His attack was lighter than usual : and he 
had enjoyed most perfect health ever since. 
He had labored and suffered in Liberia 
much beyond what be had ever done 
before : but he had been sustained by a 
buoyant heart, and by the inspiriting in- 
fluence of uutramelled liberty. He held 
that Africa is the only country where the 
colored man can find true freedom and rise 
to the full level of equality with all around 
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liim. In this country, the colored man is 
oppressed at the South, and depressed at 
the North. If he is conscious to himself of 
capacity for civil office, his color hars 
against him the door of promotion. He is ex- 
cluded even from the meanest civil station. 
He cannot he trasted with the employments 
of a constable or a collector. He is like a 
chick in an egg shell, without strength to 
get out. He is hemmed in by the "pale 
faces " on every side. It was not till he 
set foot on the soil of Liberia, that he 
felt his soul rise up to the fullness of its 
stature, and could lift the shout of Liberty. 
There the colored man is notin the presence 
of a class which assumes native superiority. 
No man has the audacity there to deny 
that he is equal to any and every body. 
No one thinks of calling it in question. 

If he manifests any capacity for public 
business, he is at once pressed into civil 
employments ; and finds no barrier in the 
way of a just and honorable ambition. He 
finds himself a man, not merely in name 
and form, but a man in deed. 

Mr. Seymour made many interesting 
statements as to the effect of the colony 
on the recaptured Africans, and the neigh- 
boring aborigines. These, as citizens of 
the colony, are as much favored as any, in 
proportion to their attainments and capa- 
city. Many of them, said he, are in pub- 
lic stations ; and are " reverend and honora- 
ble as well as the rest of us." The colonies 
axe diffusing the knowledge of the mechanic 



arts, and spreading the light of science. 
Their influence reaches into the* interior 
for hundreds of miles, and excites a deep 
interest in what are called " white man's 
fashions." Africa is no field of missionary 
labor to the white man . To him it is death. 
It is only the colored man who can culti- 
vate that part of thfe Lord's vineyard. The 
climate hurts him not " It suits the na- 
ture of the creature." Many of the colo- 
nists have attained there to a ripe old age. 
Colored missionaries can alone evangelize 
Afirica; and to them the colonies afford 
a basis for their operations, which is 
indispensable to their success. 
After his address it was 

Resolvedy That the cause of African 
Colonization, is worthy of our earnest and 
liberal support, on account of its beneficial 
influence, both on the emigrants themselves 
and on the natives of Africa. 

The Rev. C. J. Tenney, D. D., then 

offered the following resolutions, which 

were seconded and adopted : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of this socie- 
ty are due to Him in whose hands are the 
hearts of all men, for the increasing favor 
with which its enterprise is regarded by 
the pious and benevolent generally, 
throughout this commonwealth. 

Resolved, That in most places in this 
commonwealth, ministers and churches 
friendly to this society may now, with 
perfect safety, take up public collections in 
behalf of its funds, on or near the fourth of 
July ; and that they be respectfull^r invited 
to resume that commendable practice. 

The society then adjourned. 
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Pbompted by a sincere desire to be in- 
strumental in promoting the welfare of the 
colored population of this country, I feel 
constrained to address a short communica- 
tion to the free people of color in the United 
States, relative to the scheme of coloniza- 
tion in the land of their forefathers. And 
having been a resident for two years and a 
half in the colony of Liberia, on the western 
coast of Africa ; and having enjoyed pecu- 
liar facilities for becoming acquainted with 
the various operations of that interesting 



little Republic, and for observing the con- 
dition and prospects of those persons who 
have taken up their residence in that coun- 
try, 1 am induced to believe that a candid 
and impartial representation of the state of 
the colony, from one who has been so in- 
timately associated with its progpress, will 
meet the favorable consideration of all who 
may desire information relative to it. 

I am aware that the minds of many of 

the free people of color in this country, 

i have been greatly prejudiced against Libe- 
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ria, from erroneous representations by per- 
sons who profess to be actuated by feelings 
of humanity, and by a desire to improve the 
condition of the colored people in the Uni- 
ted States ; and 1 have often been forcibly 
struck with the strange inconsistency which 
marks the course of such persons — holding 
out, as they profess to do, the blessings of 
liberty and equality to their colored breth- 
ren ; and yet exerting their influence in op- 
position to their emigration to the only coun- 
try, in which they can really enjoy these 
blessings. But, while I protest against 
such a course, I cannot commend that of 
others, who hold out false inducements in 
favor of emigration; for observations have 
convinced me that some persons have emi- 
grated to Liberia, with erroneous views ; 
in consequence of which, they have been 
sadly disappointed. 

Now, I would briefly and simply State, 
that I regard Liberia as a desirable place 
of residence for all colored persons, who 
are capable of appreciating the privileges, 
and of enjoying the blessings of civil and 
religious liberty ; and, in view of all the ad- 
vantages and disadvaintages of a residence 
in this country, and in that, I here repeat 
what I have before declared, that if I were 
a colored man, and not a slave, I would 
unhesitatingly go thither, if possible, and 
live and toil and die in Africa. 

I regard the colony of Liberia as firmly 
established ; and I believe that the smiles 
of Heaven rest upon it ; and that the shel- 
tering wings of a kind Providence are 
spread over it for good— not only to the 
immigrants from this country, but to the 
benighted sons and daughters of Africa — 
a land which has so long been enveloped 
in the darkness of heathenism. I think 
that the greatest difficulties have been sur- 
mounted — the greatest obstacles overcome ; 
and that Liberia now presents an inviting 
field to energy and enterprise ; and a de- 
sirable home to all persons of color, who 
desire tne privileges of freedoin and equality 
— privileges which they never can enjoy in 
any part of this country. 

Without, at present, entering into par- 



ticulars, relative to individual enterprises 
in Liberia, I may state, that nearly all the 
citizens who have lived long enough in the 
colony, to be able to understand their re- 
lative position, and to appreciate the privi- 
leges with which they are favored, are per- 
fecUy satisfied with their condition, and de- 
cidedly prefer their present situation and 
circumstances, to a residence in this coun- 
try. There are, of course, some persons, 
who are ignorant and indolent ; and who 
are not capable of appreciating the bless- 
ings^nd privileges which they might en- 
joy. But I believe that this class of peo- 
ple is compar^ively small ; notwithstand- 
ing the state of utter ignorance in which 
many persons have arrived in ,the colony 
from time to time. 

I would not advise any person to emi- 
grate to Liberia, who will not go cheerful- 
ly, and with a determination to try to over- 
come every obstacle which may be present- 
ed. And I am decidedly of opinion, that 
with a cheerful, contented mind, and indus- 
trious habits, colored persons may live 
more easily, more comfortably, and more 
independentiy than they can in the United 
States. Those persons who have a pretty 
good knowledge of any of the mechanical 
arts, need not fear of being able to live 
comfortably in Liberia. But as the culti- 
vation of the soil is the surest road to inde- 
pendence, I think that some attention 
should be given to agriculture, even if per- 
sons should devote a portion of their time 
to mechanical pursuits. The land is gene- 
rally very good ; and with proper manage- 
mei^ much less labor is required, to pro- 
cure a comfortable subsistence, than in this 
country. In Liberia, however, as in all 
other new countries, industry and persever- 
ance are necessary ; and, while I would 
conscientiously recommend it as a desira- 
ble home for all colored persons of enter- ^ 
prise and frugality, I cannot too strongly 
discourage the emigration thither of those 
who expect to live in luxurious ease and 
indolence. 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 

Washington Cityy D. C, June, 1846. 
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Inducements to Emigrate to Libe- 
BiA. — We insert in another coluinn a letter 
from Dr. Lugenbeel, colonial physician, 
and United States agent at Monrovia, Li- 
beria, addressed to the free people of color 
in this country, relative to emigrating to 
Liberia. The Doctor is absent on account 
of his health, but expects to return with 
our next expedition. We commend this 
letter specially to the attention of our 

readers, and hope they will put it into the 
hands of some of those to whom it is ad- 
dressed, and who may be interested, and, 
perhaps, greatly benefited by its perusal. 

We should be glad to send in our fall 
vessel a number from the free states, who 
are willing either to cast in their for- 
tunes with the citizens of Liberia, or who 
VFish merely to go out to see the coun- 
try and judge for themselves. We are 
anxious that the more intelligent and 
wealthy free colored people should become 
acquainted with the actual present condi- 
tion of Liberia, and with its relations to 
the interior of Africa, and with the other 
more favored nations of the earth, and 
with its prospects for the future. We are 
-convinced that Liberia will lose nothing by 
undergoing their most searching scrutiny 
and protracted investigation. We invite 
them to look at it. We will furnish them 
every facility to go and return which is in 
our power, and we hope they will avail 
themselves of the opportunity. 



Our July Expedition. — It is with re- 
gret that we are obliged to state that we 
shall not send a vessel to Liberia at the 
present time. We had, as our readers 
know, anticipated sending an expedition 
about the present time. Applications had 
been made for the passage of one hundred 
and twenty emigrants, who were expected 
to be ready in time. But just as we were 
making our arrangements, we received in- 
telligence that obstacles were thrown in 
the ^ way of about sixty of these people, 



which would render it impossible for them 
to leave at the present time. Some of 
them will most probably never be able to 
go. Others cannot get away before next 
fall. Taking these from the one hun- 
dred and twenty, there were only fifty-seven 
on whom we could certainly rely to be 
ready by the 1st instant. The compara* 
five expense of sending so few would be so 
great, that the executive committee re- 
solved to postpone the sailing of the vessel 
until about the last of September next, at 
which time we shall hope to send a large 
and interesting expedition. We have com- 
municated with the emigrants who had ex- 
pected to go at this time, in order to pre- 
vent any disappointment. 

Expedition from New Orleans. — 
It is our purpose, should a sufficient num- 
ber of emigrants ofiTer, tb send a vessel 
from New Orleans to Liberia, to sail on the 
20th of December next. Our agent in Ken- 
tucky informs us that he hopes by that 
time there will be one hundred and fifty 
ready from the state. We expect some 
also from Tennessee. 

We give the notice thus early that our 
friends may be fully apprised of the fact, 
and make their ^arrangements accordingly. 
Emigrants from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and all* 
the southern states, can go in this vessel. 

Any articles of clothing, implements of 
husbandry, cooking utensils, provisions and 
groceries, &c., suitable for the use of the 
emigrants on their passage out, and after 
their arrival in the colony, will be thank- 
fully received by our agents. 

Annual Meeting or thb N. H. Co- 
lonization Society. — The annual meet- 
ing of the New Hampshire colonization so- 
ciety was held in the vestiy of the south 
church. Concord, on Thursday, June i3th, 
at 2 o'clock p. M. The President, Hon 
Titus Brown, took the chair. From the 
report it appeared that $662 28 had been 
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paid to the parent Society by this auxiliary 
during the past year. 

The following resolution, offered by 
Deacon Tracy and seconded by the secre- 
tary, Hon. N. G. Upham, and advocated 
by Rev. Messrs. Willey, of Groffstown, 
Stone, of Concord, and Tenney, of West 
Concord, was unanimously adopted : 

Hesolved, Thut in view of the returning 
confidence of the Christian public in our 
enterprise, and the unparalleled success 
of the colony of Liberia, the board of 
managers be requested to issue a circular 
inviting the co-operation of the benevolent 
in all parts of the state. 

A vote was also passed approving of the 
appointment by the parent Society, of 
Deacon Samuel Tracy, of Hartford, Ver- 
mont, an agent for this state and Vermont, 
and commending him to the kindly regards 
of the friends of the cause in this state. 



"A Fbiend to the Cause " in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, to whom we are in- 
debted for many valuable suggestions 
touching the prospects of colonization and 
the interests of Liberia, is informed that I 



both of his last suggestions have received 
our consideration, and the one in regard to 
the independence of Liberia and certain re- 
lations growing out of it, will doubtless be 
adopted. But as to the other, it is doubt- 
ful whether the time has yet come when it 
can be safely and profitably entered into. 

Another Slaver Captured. — ^A cor- 
respondent of the Boston Merchants' Ex- 
change writes, under date of St. Helena, 
April 25, that a brig was lying at anchor at 
St. Helena, with *' James Wilson — ^New 
York," on her stern. She was taken pos- 
session of by H. B. M. ship Acteon, as a 
prize, having been found lying at anchor 
at a place called Cabinda, on the west 
coast of Africa, abandoned, and without 
crew, flag or papers on board. She was 
fitted out for slaves. The vessel would be 
condemned in the admiralty court. 

The James WUson was sold at Rio Ja- 
neiro a short time since to a Brazillian. 



Erratum. — In last number, page 200, 
near foot of the second column, read SUfleiff 
instead of Libley. 



€M £ outt^ of Julp* 

In addition to the circulars which we 
have sent to the clergy requesting them to 
take up collections on the 4th of July, we 
would again call their attention to the sub- 
ject, and trust that on the Sabbath succeed- 



ing the 4th, there wiU be a general collec- 
tion made. We need not here repeat the 
many reasons which should induce a 
compliance with this long established 
usage. 



Vitctxpt$ of t^t 3i 
From the 20th 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 



mtxxcan ^oionx^atton ^otttti^f 

of May, io the 20ih of June, 1846. 

BratUeborough — ^A. Van Doom, 



By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 
Charlestown — Rev. J. De 
Richards 



F. 



VERMONT. 



By Dea. Samuel Tracy : — 
Saxton's River — ^Benjamin Smith. 
Grafixm — Capt. John Barrett. . . . 
Windham — William Harris, ^2, 

T. Burton, 50 cents ^ ,-. 

NewfoM — A. Birchard.. ........ 



1 50 



3 50 

1 00 

2 50 
1 OOJ 



$3 50, N. B. Williston, $10, 
Hon. S. Clarke, $5, G. C. Hall, 
$3 50, Lafayette Clark, $1, J. 
Looman, 5 cents, C. Townsley, 
$5, Wells Goodhue, $2, E. 

Seymour, $2 32 05 

Westminster West — ^Dea. Ranney, 

$1, Dea. Ira Goodhue, $I.... 2 00 
Chester — ^Deacon Heald* *..**;.« 25 

LudUm^Yf, Burnell 2 13 



44 43 



1846.] 



•^»<P^-^^^wi^^<^«i^ H ^*>» 1.^ m 



Receipts, 



231 



CONNECTICUT. 

Middletoum — Ladies' Auxiliary 
Society, per Mrs. Mary H. 
Hurlbert, of which $28 are for 
the Pons recaptives 

VIRGINIA. 

Mount Pleasant — Rev. D. M. 

Wharton, annual subscription.. 
Mount Solon— M.rs. Margaret C. 

McCue, for Pons recaptives. . . 



61 00 

10 00 
8 60 



IS 60 



GEORGIA. 

By Rev. John B. Pinney : — 
jiugusta — J. Campbell, $10, W. 

Shear, $6, S.H. Scran ton, $2.5. 
Madison — Erastus C. Scranton, 

$26, S. H. Scranton, $10, Jon. 

Scranton, $6. 



40 00 



40 00 



80 00 



ALABAMA. 

By Rev. John B. Pinney: — 
mobile — A. Knapp, $30, and C. 
Gascoigne, $30, to constitute 
themselves life members, W. J. 
Ledyard, $20, collection in Sec- 
ond Presbyterian church, $19.. 
Slack Bluff— Dt. J. A. T. Tait. . 



99 00 
60 00 



149 00 
5 00 



MISSISSIPPI. 
Clinton — Rev. Robert McLain.. 

By Rev. John B. Pinney^ : — 

jfatchez — ^JohnF. Gillespie, Esq., 
$100, William* Saint John ifl- 
liott, $100, Mrs. Ferguson, $6. 206 00 

Mtodney-— J 2imes Payne, $160, 

Mrs. Priscilla Daniel, $100.. . . 260 00 

Bachelor^ 8 Bend — A. B. Montgo- 
mery, $100, William Hunt, 
$100, J. £. Davis, $100 800 00 

Jackson— 3 ohx\ McGinnis, $6, 
Hon. S. Cocke, $5, Grov. A. J. 
Brown, $5, H. W. Allen, Esq., 
$5, Judge May, $2, H.P. Pope, 
$1, William Thompson, $1, A 
fiiend, $1, cash, $1, various,$6. 81 00 

Vkksburg — Collection in M. E. 
church, $31 80, J. W. Vicks, 
$10, Mr. Fraisse, $5, J. Willis, 
$6, M. Emanuel, $2 60, M. 
Shannon & Co., $1 60, W. H. 
Thruston & Shannon, $1 60, 
Mr. Hansborough, $1, Mr. 
Warb'in,$l, D. Swift, $1, cash, 
60 cts., cash, 60 cents, cash, 60 
cents 61 80 



Grand Gu/^Smali donations.. « 4 09 

857 80 
LOUISIANA. 

By Rev. John B. Pinney : — 
New OrZcajM— Thomas Butler, 
$200, J. S. Peters^ $150, Steph. 
Franklin, $50, P. S. Massay, 
$12, W. W. McMain, $10, W. 
P. Campbell, $10, J. E. Cald- 
well, $10, C. K. Bullard, $10, 
John Kemp, $5, C. Duncan, 
* $5, C. Yale, junior, $6, J. D. 
Brooks, $6, H. Thomas, jr., 
$1, cash, $3, cash, $1 26, 
cash, $1, cash, $1 , . . . 479 25 

KENTUCKY. 

By the Rev. A. M. Cowan ; — 
Franklin County — Thos. S. Page, 

and O. Brown, each $10 20 00 

Woodford County — R.Adams, $10, 
Rev. W. Graham, Rev. E. For- 
man, - Rev. W. Morton, D. 
Thornton, A. D. Offitt, each 
$5, T. M. Wallace, $3, J. G. 

Martin, $1 89 00 

Fayette Co. — Dr. J. C. Richard- 
son, $30, to constitute himself 
a life member. John Norton, 
F. Dewes, J. Brien, S. G. Jack- 
son, R. C. Bog^s, each $20, J. 
Wardlow, F. K Hunt, Charles 
Carr, Edward Bullock and R. 
Simpson, each $10, W, T. 
Thompson, Elij. McClanahan, 
D. Overton, J. W. Overton, J. 
Clark, J. M. C. Irvine, J. R. 
Lyle, P. G. Hunt, Prof. Kemp, 
each $5, Dr. N. Warfield, $4, 
Mrs. S. Acheson, $3, John R. 
Allen and J. C. Butler, each 
$2 50, Rev. Jno. Lyle, Dr. G. 
B. Harrison, each $2, W. King, 
J. Donley, Mrs. V. Scott, each 

$1 244 00 

Clark Cb.— -Isaac Miller 20 00 

Jefferson, Cb.— Rev: D. S. Tod. . . 8 00 

Nelson Co. — John Stone 5 00 

Clark Co.— Dr. Thomas M. Tay- 
lor, Geonse Anderson, each $6. 
Edward C. Hickman, G. Spring- 
er, J. F. Taylor, A. M. Preston, 
each $2, H. B. Taylor, J. F. 
Stonestreet, D. T. Battaile, Jas. 
Park, S. .Taylor, Mrs. M. Tay- 
lor, each $1, individuals, $3 10. 27 10 
Montgomery Co. — Rev. J. W. 
Wallace, A. Lindsey, J. Bondu- 
rant, each $5, Joseph Nelson, 
$1 16 00 



*The other receipts of Mr^ Pinney dining his southern tour have been acknowledged 
in previous numbers. 
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Bath Cb.— James Hill, $100, Rev. 
£. Gordon, Thomas Hill, each 
$5. Rev. R. F. Caldwell, ^1. . Ill 00 

Bourbon Co. — Henry Clay, sen., 
Henry Clay, jr., each $20, Jas. 
R. Wrieht. John A. Lyle, G. 
W. Williams, each $10, H. P. 
Hitchcock, B. F. Harris, D. A. 
Adams, W. Talbot, I). P. Bed- 
inger, S. McKee, Alexander L. 
Patten, each $5, C. S. Brant, 
S3. H. E. Jacobs, J. Griffith, 
J. Wallace, each $1, J. Hall, 
50 cts Ill 60 

Nicholas Co.— Alex'r. McClin- 
tock, William McClintock, H. 
Thompson^ each $5, Mrs. Sarah 
McKee, L. H. Arnold, each $2, 19 00 

Fleming Co. — H. Maltby, S. 
Fitsgerald, each $10, Gen. D. 
Morgan, H. J. Darnell, each $5, 
R. Means, B. Haberson, each 
$2, J. Means, Walter Lacy> Al< 
exanderLee, H. Barr, R. Stock- 
ton, E. L. Singleton, D. H. 
Browning, each $1, A. Botts, 
60 cents, cash, 79 cents 42 



659 
OHIO. 
OiiUeoUi^—W. S. Findley, Esq. . 1 
XerUa^J. C. McMillan, $5, Rev. 
H. McMillan's congregation, 
$21, (paid to the Pennsylvania 
colonization society ror the 

Pons recaptives.) 26 

Cblumbut — Ladies' col. society, 
per Hon. C. Delano 50 



29 

89 
50 



00 
00 



77 50 



Total Contributions $2,413 87 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

New Hampshire. — By Dea. 
Samuel Tracy — Charleatovm — 
Rev. J. De F. Richards, $1 60. 
Lancaster — Hon. John S.Wells, 
$1 50. PiermotU — ^Dea. John 
W. Metcalf, $1 50. Littleton— 
Rev. £. J. Carpenter, $1 50.. . 6 00 

Vermont. — By Dea. Samuel 
Trsicy-^Bellows Falls— N. Tuc- 
ker, to June, '47, $1 50, S. 
Grant, to Jan., '46, $5. Sax- 
ion's -Riccr— Benjamin Smith, 
to June, '47, $1 50. Townsend 
— ^Dea. Salisbury, and A. Hol- 
brook, to June, '47, $1 60. 

BratUeboro' A. Vandoorn, 

$1 50, G.Newman, $1 50,G.C. 
Hall, $1 50, T. C. Lord, $1 50, 
Royal Tyler, for '46, $1 50. 
Ludlow — W. B. Burnell, to 
Jan., '47, 87 cts. Union Village, 



JVorwick — ^Dea, E. F. Board- 
man, to May,'47,$3, John Lord 
& Sons, $1, John Hall, 73 cts. 
Thetford — William Kingman, 
$1 50. Post M/Zs— Calvin Co- 
burn, $1 50. Bradford — Thos. 
E. Shaw, $1, Benj. P. Bald- 
win, $1 50. Neirbury—Y. Keys, 
$1 50, David Johnston, $1 50. 
WelU River — Edward Hale, 
$1 50, William S. Holt, $2. 
8t. Johnsbury Centre — Ezra Ide, 
$1. St. Johnsbury East — Mor- 
rill & Harrington, $1 50. Rye- 
gate — George Cowles, $1 50, 
Andrew Laughlin, $1 50, Amos 
Abbott, $1 50. I>anpiWe— Sen- 
eca Ladd, $1 50. Concord — C. 
Judevine, to May, '48, $3, J. G. 
Darling, $1 50, Hon. R. Graves, 
$1 50. WoodUock — Benjamin 
Swan, $1 50. Weathersfield-^ 
J. Haskell, in full to date, 
$2 

Massachusetts, Sudbury — 

Capt. E. Kidder, to May, '47, 
$1 60 

New York. — By Capt. G. Barker 
— Schenectodfy^Ftot John Fos- 
ter, in fuU to date, $6. Rye — 
Ebenezer Clark, to Jan., '47, 
$4. New York COy— Gen. A. 
Lamb, Hon. James Jones, John 
Gray, and M. £. Thompson, 
each to Jan., '47, $2, Wm. 
Neilson, toDeev, '46, $2, Hon. 
Theo. Frelinghuysen, to Jan., 
'47, $2 ,. 

Mabvland. — Smiihslmrg-'^. Bis- 
bop, Esq., to May, '47, $5. 
Rodeville — Rev. Chas. Nourse, 
for'46,$150 

Virginia. — Winchester — H. M. 
Brent, Esq., in full to date, $11. 
Mount Solon — Mrs Margaret C. 
McCue, for '46, $1 50 

Georgia. — By John B. Pinney — 
Macon — Rev. Richard Hooker, 
to Jan., '47, $1 50 

Kentucky. — Bourbon Co. — By 
Rev.A. M. Cowan— C.W. Lyle, 
July, '46, to July, '47, $1 50. . 

Ohio.— Chiticothe—W. S. Find- 
ley, for '46, $160 

iLhifiois.-^Upper Alton — Prof. 
Washington Levering, for '46, 
$1^ 

Louisiana. — New Orleans — H. 
Thomas, jr., to April, '45, $2. . 



52 62 

1 5or 



21 09 



6 59 



12 5» 


1 60 


1 50 


1 50 


1 50 


2 00 



Total Repository 108 12 

Total Contributions 2,413 87 



Aggregate Amount $2,521 9» 
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I^h Anmud Report of the Board 
of Managers of the Masseu^husetta 
Colonization Society^ presented 
May 27, 1846. 

Wfi present below copious extracts 
from this able rejport, omitting only 
siieh parts as relate to matters of 
which we have already spoken in 
some form. 

The report opens with a just tribute 
to the memory of General Waldo and 
sister, and 0. Smith, Esq., and then 
adds : — 

^Tbus we have three legacies, 
amounting to about $27,000, in a 
sin^e year. And it is worthy of re- 
mark* that, in other States, coloni- 
zation is, much more frequently than 
heretofore, receiving its equal place 
with other charitable institutions in 
the dying thoughts and affections of 
Christian philanthropists. 

^ In one respect, the liberality of 
the dead has operated unfavorably 
<m the minds of the living. It has 
led some to feel that our necessities 
are now less urgent than formeily, 
so that our cause will suffer no injury 
if they withhold or diminish their 
donations. If the only object of our 
existence were to keep the funds of 

15 



I the Society out of embarrassment, 
this inference might be allowable; 
I but if we are to carry on a great sys- 
tem of operations for the good of 
others, nothing can be more enoae- 
ous. 

^During the year, the Rer. Dr. 
Tenney has labored forty-three 
weeks and some days, has lectured 
on colonization in about fifty plaee^r 
and has collected funds, nearly all 
in small sums by personal appiiea* 
tion to individuals, in about eightr 
parishes, from forty-five of vfaien 
nothing was received last year, 
and many of which were not previ'^ 
ously accessible* The amount col- 
lected by him is less than it wosld 
have been, had he spent the year 
among our old and liberal patronr, 
but more permanent good has beea 
done. 

^In no instance, so far as we are 
informed, has the presentation of our 
claims been the means of produeing^ 
any unpleasant or injurious exeke^ 
ment; while in many places it hav 
been followed by an evident increase 
of harmony of views and mutual 
kindness in the community. Dr. 
Tenney says, of certain places where 
he had been laboring : — ' The pastors' 
speak and act out among their peo- 
ple their friendship for colohization ; 
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and wherever the pastors do so, I 
find a most healthy and happy state 
of things in their own churches and 
' congregations. But where the friend* 
ship of the pastors is, from any 
cause, unexpressed, there is more 
groping in darkness, and more di- 
vision among their people. Pastors 
are more and more opening their 
pulpits ahd directly seconding the 
efforts made for this object.' 

<' According to an arrangement made 
some months previously, the Rev. J. 
iB. Pinney, formerly Governor of Li- 
beria, attended our last annual meet- 
ing, and inimediately thereupon com- 
tnenced an agency in this State. We 
expected his services to continue 
through . the summer and into the 
autumn, and relied much upon them 
:.for the increase of our funds; but, 
from interruptions by the ill health 
.^ 4ii his family^ and the necessity of 
visiting other parts of New England 
and returning early to his important 
labors in the Southern States, he was 
able to make collections in only six 
towns in this State. As previously 
arranged, the proceeds of his agency 
were paid over by him to the parent 
. -Society, to the credit of our treasury. 
(^ In consequence of the necessary 
detention of Captain Barker in the 
.service of the New York Society, 
<' we have not been able to eneq^loy so 
, V great an amount of agency in Boston 
-uaod its.vicinity as last year, and the 
amount as yet collected is nearly 
$300 less ; though, when completed, 
it will probably be greater. 

'( Yet the amount paid in the State 
for the purposes of colonization has 
i^een $13,069 24; which is more 
than double the amount raised last 
year. Of this sum, $11,384 has 
been received by the parent Society, 
much the greater part of which was 
paid directly into its treasury, with- 
out passing through ours. Nothing 
/has been received for the purchase 
of territory, the subscriptions in this 



State for that purpose having been 
previously paid, with the exceptipn 
of the second $500 from Oliver 
Smith, which is yet due. The amount 
passing through the treasury of the 
State Society for other purposes, in- 
cluding the amount raised by Rev. 
Mr. Pinney and Captain Barker in 
our service, and paid over by them 
to the parent Society, has been 
$2,458 24, which is about the same 
as last year. 

*' The affairs of the parent Society 
have been unusually prosperous. Its 
receipts for the . year 1845, were 
$56,468 60; exceeding those of the 
preceding year by $22,818 21. The 
amount received from the colonial 
store was $2,418 57 less thatt the 
previous year, a less quantity of 
goods having been sent outt; the 
amount received for freight on goods 
carried out for others, and from mas- 
ters, or the estates of deceased, mas- 
ters, or others specially interested, 
for the passage of emancipated slaves, 
$6,145 19 less; from donations, 
$14,874 60 greater; and from lega- 
cies, $15,100 26 greater; so. that 
there was an increase of donations 
and legacies, over the preceding 
year, of $29,974 86. 

'^ From Liberia, accounts continue 
to be encouraging. The various de- 
partments of industry, civilization 
and Christian influence seem to be 
advancing, not as rapidly as is de- 
sirable, but quite as rapidly as it 
would be reasonable to expect. 

*' The revenue for 1844 was $8,175. 
That of 1845, besides certain sums 
not ascertained at the end of the year, 
was $8,575, being an increase of 
$400. The balance in the treasury 
at the close of 1844, after deducting 
certain out-standing claims, was 
$201 ; at the close of 1845, $989. 
The revenue has been sufficient to 
meet all the current expenses of 
government, and leave a consider- 
able sum for public improvements. 
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In .1842, the revenue was only 
Mfi27 36. 

" The relations of the common- 
ivealth with the surrounding tribes 
are of the most friendly character. 
Hence those tribes, otherwise inac- 
cessible, are open to missionary ef- 
fort : and a goodly number of mis- 
sionaries, most of whom are colon- 
ists, are laboring among them with 
gratifying success. And it seems 
proper, in view of past ctvents, to 
state, that there is now no difficulty, 
nor has there been for several years, 
between any company of missiona- 
ries, or any missionary Board or So- 
ciety, and the Government- of Libe- 
ria. 

"That commonwealth has never 
had any difficulty with any foreign 
power, except Great Britain; and 
that seems now to have subsided, 
though there is yet need of a formal 
settlement." 

After giving a brief history of those 
difficulties, the report adds : — 

"Since that time, the views of 
British officers on that coast seem to 
have undergone a great and desirable 
change. Several British men-of-war 
visited Monrovia about the beginning 
of this year. All their officers ex- 
pressed a deep interest in Liberia, 
and gave assurances that British 
traders would no more interfere with 
its internal regulatigns. They also 
expressed their regret t}iat the John 
ISeys had been seized, and believed 
that their government, on learning 
the facts, would make reparation. 
This result is equally honorable to 
both parties. Liberia has shown her- 
self capable of understanding her 
rights, and of maintaining them with 
ability, with courtesy, and with un- 
wavering firmness, against any an- 
tagonist; and Great Britain has 
shown herself capable of appreciating 
the claims of justice in favor of I 

weaker power. 



" This controversy showed the 
necessity of so amending the consti- 
tution of Liberia, as to provide for 
the more convenient exercise of all 
the powers of sovereignty. As that 
commonwealth needed to hold dip- 
lomatic intercourse with the British 
government, it evidently needed an 
executive department, authorized to 
treat with foreign powers without 
the interference of the Colonization 
Society. For this purpose, its rela- 
tions to the Society must beyessen- 
tialiy modified. This subject occu- 
pied the serious attention of the di- 
rectors of the parent Society at their 
annual meetings in 1845 and 1846 ; 
and arrangements have been com- 
menced, which, we trust, will in 
due time secure the recognition of 
Liberia, as a sovereign and inde- 
pendent state, by all governments 
with which she needs to hold inter- 
course. 

" The chiefs of New Sesters have 
again invited negotiation for the pur- 
chase of their territory; and two 
commissioners, well supplied with 
merchandize, have gone southward, 
authorized to make the purchase, 
and to contract for all other yet un- 
purchased territory as far south as 
Grand Sesters, the desired northern 
boundary of the Maryland colony at 
Cape Palmas. The purchase of New 
Sesters will extinguish the last rem- 
nant of the slave trade on the three 
hundred miles of coast which we 
wish to possess. . On the north, too, 
the attempts to revive the slave trade 
at Cape Mount have been suppress- 
ed, and the danger that a British title 
to that place would be set up, has 
disappeared. 

'^ During the year, Liberia has also 
rendered important aid in the work 
of suppressing the slave trade on 
other parts of Sie coast. Our squad- 
ron, it is obvious, must have a ren- 
dezvous at some friendly port, where 
the several vessels can find each 
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«dier at appointed times, where naval H passage. When landedt many of 
stores can be deposited, and fresh them were in a dying condition 



provisions procured. These wants, 
in a good degree, have been supplied 
at Monrovia. There, also, much of 
the information has been collected, 
which has led to the seizure of ves- 
sels concerned in the slave trade; 
and there the rescued victims of that 
horrible traffic have found a refuge. 
The case of the Pons is already ex- 
tensively known, but deserves to be 
recorded in this report. 

^^For about twenty days in No- 
vember last, the barque Pons, ofj 
]*hiladelphia. Captain James Berry, 
lay at Cabinda, one of the most noted 
idave marts in Africa, near the equa- 
tor. She was closely watched by 
the British brig Cygnet till the morn- 
ing of the 27th, when the Cygnet 
stood out to sea. Captain Berry Sien 
gave up his vessel to one Gallano, 
who took in water, provisions and 
slaves, and set sail at eight that eve- 
ning. The Pons is estimated at less 
than 350 tons, and is therefore deem- 
ed, by our laws, incapable of con- 
veying more than 210 passengers. 
But Gallano took on board 903. 



but dared not wait long enough to 
do it, lest he should expose himself 
to capture. On the 30th, she was 
captured a little south of the equator, 
by the United States ship Yorktown. 
Seven of the slaves had already died, 
reducing the number to 896. On 
going on board, the captors found 
the stench from the crowded hold so 
great that it was impossible for them 
to stand more than a few minutes 
near the hatchways. Some of them 
went below, but were forced up sick 
In a few moments. A prize crew 
was put on boaid, and she was or- 
dered to Monrovia, where she . ar- 
rived on the 15th of December. 
Notwithstanding all that could be 
done to mitigate their sufferings, 
HO (about 30 a day) died on the 



There were then 709 young meo 
aAd boys, mostly under twenty years 
of age, and 47 girls ; all, except a 
very few, in a state of perfect nudity. 
Many of them had large sores worn 
in their sides and limbs, by lying so 
long in a confined position on bare 
planks. On landing, those who had 
strength enough rushed ravenously 
on the first puddle of filthy water 
that came in Uieir way, and violence 
was necessary to prevent them from 
injuring themselves with it. 

'^Dr. Logenbisel, United States 
Agent for recaptured Africans, im- 
mediately commenced arrangements 
to meet the emergency, in which he 
was prompdy aided by the people 
of Liberia* On the next day, the 
Methodist preachers in the vicinity 
had a meeting, resolved to take one 
hundred of &em under the care of 
their mission, and subscribed $13S 
for their temporary support ; expect- 
ing soon to increase the subscriplioa 
to ^500. Seventeen, who were Con- 
goes, and said to be headmen, were 
placed at New Georgia, with some 



He intended to have taken 400 more, of their countrymen, who had them* 



selves been recaptured and settled 
ther^, some years ago, and who 
agreed to take care of them till they 
are able to take care of themselves. 
About sixty-five have died since 
their arrival, in consequence of the 
I hardships of ' their voyage. The 
remainder have been placed, by the 
Probate Court, for a term of yeacs,- 
under the care of citizens, who have 
given bonds for their support and 
education.'' 

After giving an account of the re- 
captives of the Pons, the irepo'rt 

adds : 

r 

" To receive, support and educate 
such a multitude of naked, destitute, 
savage paupers, with po knowledge 
of any civilized business, no moral 



^^^g|^iWM*iW*Mii^>. »^h^*M "^i.*-! ^^m 



*~ii ~ I r~i rii <■ ~ iriiif^i ^1 ni I T^ r> iiini lO II " » , ^_ 



1846.] Jlnntud Report of the Massachusetts Col. Society. 



237 



principle, no habits of moral restraint, 
no conception of the virtues of in- 
dustry, economy, submission to law, 
or voluntary self-control, is a task 
^hich no small community would 
undertake for pleasure (5r profit.. But 
Divine Providence has called on the 
people of Liberia to do it, and nobly 
have they responded to the call. 
"Whether they can thus provide for 
38 many more is doubtful ; and yet 
they may at any time be called upon 
to do it. Gallano, as has already 
been stated, left 400 at Cabinda, 
whom he intended to have taken on 
board the Pons. At or near the 
' time of his sailincfi it is known that 
there were about 6,000 confined in 
the batracoons at that place, waiting 
for opportunities of shipment. Great 
numbers were confined in barra- 
coons at other slave marts; and 
agents are continually at work in the 
interior, buying slaves and bringing 
them to the barracoons on the coast. 
Three years ago, American ships 
were sometimes employed to carry 
iBupplies to slave factories, but very 
seldom for the conveyance of slaves. 
Of late, our flag, having ceased to 
be suspected, answers their purpose 
better, and they are again using 
American ships, if they can get 
them. Not improbably, therefore, 
our squadron may soon have other 
-cargoes of recaptured Africans to 
dispose of. 

•* And if others are recaptured, 
what shall be done with them ? 
What ought to have been done with 
the recaptives of the Pons? But 
for colonization, what could have 
been done with them ? Should they 
have been brought to the United 
States ? To say nothing of other 
objeclions— if 140 died before reach- 
ing Monrovia, and 65 afterwards, in 
consequence of their sufferings on 
the passage, how many would have 
^ied, and bow intense must have 
lieen the wfQtiohediiess of the survi- 



vors, before reaching any port in the 
United States ! Should they have 
been carried back to Cabinda, and 
landed there? The slave traders 
there, and their African allies, would 
have put them at once into the bar- 
racoons from which they had lately 
been shipped, to be shipped again 
by the next vessel. Should they 
have been escorted to their distant 
and widely scattered homes in the 
interior, where they were originally 
purchased ? It would have been im- 
possible to do it ; and, if done, those 
who sold them before, would sell 
them again to the next trader. No 
such plan is worth considering. If 
slave ships are to be captured, there 
must be a place like Liberia, where ^ 
the recaptives can find a refuge. And 
judging from present appearances, 
that refuge needs to be greaUy 
enlarged and strengthened, lest it 
should prove insufficient to meet the 
demands that will be made upon it. 

" And this we hope to do. We 
hope greatly to increase both the 
number of emigrants, and our means . 
of colonizing them. To show the 
grounds of our hope concerning emi- 
grants, we must recall to mind some 
facts in the early history of our en- 
terprise. 

" The first of the preliminary 
meetings at Washington, that led. to 
the formation of the parent Society, 
was held December 21, 1816. At 
that meeting the formation of .the 
society was advocated by southern 
men, on account of the facilities 
which it would afford to slavehold- 
ers, desiring to emancipate their 
slaves. On the 14th of January, 
1817, only two weeks after its or- 
ganization, the Society presented a 
memorial to CongvefiHi,-8oli«itiBg the 
favor of the National Government. 
That memorial mentioned the laws 
which some States had passed, em- 
barrassing the practice of emancipa- 
tion, and the danger that * beii$vj»« 
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lent and conscientious proprietors ' 
ivould ultimately be deprived of that 
* right' altogether. At the first an- 
niversary, January 1, 1818, the Hon. 
Bushrod Washington, on taking the 
chair as President, urged the claims 
of the Society, as keeping open a 
door for emancipation, and expressed 
the hope that it might, in the end, 
lead to the entire removal of slavery. 
A letter was read from Gen. Harper, 
of Maryland, expressing the same 
views. Gen. Mercer, of Virginia, 
advocated the Society on the same 
ground. Similar views have been ex- 
pressed, early and late, by Mr. Jef- 
ferson, Mr. Madison, Mr. Clay, and 
other southern statesmen.* This 
feature of the Society has been dis- 
tinctly mentioned or plainly alluded 
to, as an argument in its favor, by 
resolutions of the Legislatures of 
Virginia, of Delaware, of Tennqi- 
see, of Pennsylvania, of New Jer- 
sey, of Ohio, of Indiana, and of 
Connecticut, and virtually approved 
in resolutions of other Legislatures, 
both of the free and the slave States. 
The Society has been expressly 
pledged, from the very beginning, 
to abstain from all interference in the 
slaveholder's rights of property ; for 
assisting him, at his awn request, in 
executing his own ' benevolent and 
conscientious* purposes, is no in- 
terference. And that pledge, even 
those members who believe that 
such * rights of property* are only 
legal and not moral rights, will 
doubtless insist that the Society 
shall sacredly observe. Yet the So- 
ciety has bound itself, by pledges 
equally sacred and more numerous, 
to provide facilities for emancipation, 
and tender them to the slaveholder, 



in the hope that he will accept and 
use them. 

*'In this work the Society has 
done what it could. Besides all it 
has done for free-born persons of 
color and for more than 1 ,000 recap- 
tured Africans, it has aided in the 
emancipation of about 2,750 slaves. 
But its usefulness has been limited 
by want of funds. Almost con- 
tinually, since the hardships of the 
first setdement were overcome, the 
Society has been beset with appli- 
cations which it could not meet. 
Masters have been continually in- 
voking its aid, and continually told 
in reply, that the funds were want- 
ing. The most pressing cases have 
been those of slaves to whom free- 
dom had been bequeathed by their 
deceased masters on condition of 
their -emigrating in a given time. 
The Society has sometimes been un- 
able, for want of funds, to provide 
even for such cases, and has been 
obliged to look on with anguish^ 
while the set time expired, and the 
slaves were sold at auction to settle 
the estate. Instead of making it 
known throughout the south, that 
* benevolent and conscientiobs^ 
masters may avail themselves of our 
aid in emancipating their slaves, we 
have been compelled, by these habi- 
tual refusals, to make the contrary 
notorious, and thus to crush the 
hopes which we ought to have nou- 
rished and matured into practical be- 
neficence. 

'* All this ought to be reversed.. 
Masters throughout the south ought, 
to know that when they are ready 
to give up their slaves, we are ready 
to receive them, if of suitable char- 
acter, and place them in a better 



* << These men did not expect* that the Society itself would actually remove to Africa- 
all tiie slaves, or aU the free colored population, or even the whole annual increase of 
either. Some aident and imaginative orators have uttered hopes of that kind on their 
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situation than can be found for them 
in the United States. In order that 
they may know this, the ability ought 
to be given us, and they ought to 
be informed of it. The ability ought 
to be given us. The funds of the 
parent Society ought to be raised to 
$75,000 this year, and to $100,000 
the next, and to be increased in sub- 
sequent years, according to the de- 
mand upon them. And masters 
should be informed of it. Suitable 
applications already made, should at 
once receive an affirmative answer ; 
and hundreds of masters, who have 
been withholding their applications 
because they understand that it would 
be of no use to make them, ought to 
be told that we are at last ready. 
Nor. this only. An immense multi- 
tude of Christian and philanthropic 
masters are either ignorant of our 
plans and our doings, or fare misin- 
'formed concerning them. Means 
ought to be used to inform them ef- 
fectually. The Colonization Society 
•of Maryland, a slaveholding State, 
actually employs an agent every 
year, to go through the State and 
find emigrants. We ought to employ 
several such agents. They would 
be as well received in most of the 
other States as in Maryland. By 
employing them, we should only be 
carrying out our original design, 
published to the world, approved by 
our friends, and understood by our 
opponents, from the very beginning 
of our existence. Let this change 
come over the style of our proceed- 
ings ; instead of repulsing and dis- 
couraging applicants with the story 
of our inability to aid them, let us 
be able to aid all that come, and then 
go forth and carry the offer of aid to 
all who would gladly receive it, and 
colonization shall advance, with 
rapid and majestic step, towards the 
accomplishment of its great and good 
designs. 
*' But let us all remember, that the 



Society cannot enter on this more 
glorious career by falsely proclaim.- 
ing an ability which it does not pos- - 
sess. Like an honest man of busi- - 
ness, it must know where the money . 
is to come from, before promising tO' 
pay it. Let the friends of the colored 
man place in our treasury the means 
of promising and keeping our word, . 
and we will soon gladden many ^ 
hearts, both of the bond and the free> 
and rapidly confer blessings on two 
continents." 

APPENDIX. 

LETTER FROM COM. ASBOT, OF U. S. NAVY. 

Warren, R /., May 5, J 846, 

Rev. Joseph Tracy, 

Sec. of the Mass. Col. Soc. 

Sir: Your esteemed note of the. 
2d instant, soliciting my attendance 
at the approaching anniversary of the . 
Massachusetts Colonization Society, 
to be held in Boston the 27th of this 
month, has reached me at a moment 
when I am about to set out on a jour- 
ney to the south and west, which, to- 
gether with my present state of health, 
will not allow me to be present with . 
you at the interesting and important 
occasion named. Had I the tact and 
ability, and were I accustomed to 
address public bodies, I should very 
much regret this inability, though I 
am probably not in possession of 
any very important information that, 
is not possessed by the gentlemen 
you have named; but the circum-- 
stance of my having visited the Afri* 
can coast, at very many points, from 
about 15 degrees north to about 15. 
degrees south latitude, might have,, 
in some degree, its influence. 

Although I shall not be enabled to 
be with you personally, I hope and 
trust I shall be so in prayerful spirit 
for the success of an object which 
I cannot but view as one of the most 
interesting and important that can 
claim the attention and sympathy of 
the Christian and philanthropist at. 
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the present day ; besides that^ in a 
political and national point of view» 
it is, I think, well worthy the study 
of our ablest statesmen, and the fos- 
tering aid of government, in consi- 
deration of the present and future 
prosperity of our agricultural, manu- 
facturing, and commercial interests. 
For, were Africa, as she now is, to 
tbe struck out of existence, all these 
interests would feel it a calamity ; 
but were a requisition now made for 
only a single garment for each indi- 
vidual of the myriads of the African 
race, it would probably require the 
energies of the whole world for at 
l^ast five years to supply it. 

Although it is ** the day of small 
things" with our. colored colonists 
in Africa, yet I believe there is no 
one who has visited them but is fa- 
vorably impressed with their present 
condition, beyond what was antici- 
pated ; and, with the belief of their 
progressive improvement, and of 
their growing importance in all the 
various relations concerning Africa 
and the African race, that should in- 
terest the Christian, philanthropist, 
and statesman. 

In this age of machinery and 
steam power, and steamboat and 
railroad speed, it is feared that too 
much, in too short a time, may be 
«jpected by many to be realized in 
the necessarily slow process of co- 
lonizing, civilizing, and Christian- 
izing the African race. The genera- 
tion that plants the acorn cannot 
expect to enjoy the lofty shade of a 
towering oak. It can only be to 
those that come after. So in regard 
to this good work in Africa. Its pro- 
gress must be slow ; but if properly 
conducted, a great and mighty result 
is sure. And it is believed that no 
work, to be recounted in future his- 
tory, will reflect more credit and 
glory upon the present age, than 
Siat which has for its object, quietly 
and peaceably, to free the world of 



the inconveniences and evils of sla- 
very, and to give to the people of a 
great, but dark and benighted conti- 
nent, the blessings of civilization 
and Christianity. 

Though in haste, I feel unwilling 
to close this communication without 
bearing my humble meed of praise 
and commendation in favor of J. J. 
Roberts, Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Liberia, and John B. Russ- 
wurm, Governor of the Colony of 
Cape Palnias, as eminently deserving 
the confidence of those who placed 
them in their high and responsible 
stations, and that their moral and 
Christian characters are believed to 
be such as to entitle them to the 
confidence of the Christian world. 
I am yours, with great respect, 

JOEL ABBOT. 



"OBJECTIONS TO COLONIZATION". 

" 1. * The Colonization Society 
rivets the chains of the slave.' 

^'Answer. The Society has no- 
thing to do with slaves or slavery, 
except when it finds masters who 
wish to emancipate ; and then it aids 
them, by settling the emancipated on 
a fertile soil, in a congenial climate. 
Sometimes the master bequeaths 
freedom to his slaves, and his heirs 
attempt to break the will ; and then 
the Society has to maintain a law- 
suit in defence of their freedom. It 
has expended many thousand dollars 
in such lawsuits. In these ways it 
has secured the emancipation of 
nearly 3,000 slaves, and is still going 
on with this good work. How does 
this ' rivet the chains of the slave ?' 

*' 2. * The Society opposes imme- 
diate emancipation on the soil/ 

" Answer. The Society does not 
oppose immediate emancipation on 
the soil. A few of its friends have 
expressed their opinion that emanci- 
pation ought to be gradual, and ac- 
companiea with colonization ; and 
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in some of its earlier reports, the 
Society spoke of ' the g^radual and 
utter abolition of slavery/ as the 
best thing of which they had any 
hope. But the Society has never 
exerted, nor attempted to exert, any 
influence, adverse to immediate 
emancipation on the soil. If any 
wish to emancipate for colonization, 
the Society can aid them ; but if they 
wish to emancipate in any other 
way, its constitution restrains it from 
intermeddling, one way or the other. 

** 3. • The Society has opposed 
the anti-slavery movement.' 

'* Answer. It has opposed the 
attempts of anti-slavery men to de- 
stroy it. The controversy was be- 
gun by certain anti-slavery men, 
who, without provocation, com- 
menced a war upon the Society, 
with the avowed purpose, not of re- 
forming the Society, but of destroy- 
ing it There has been no contest 
between them which did not grow 
out of that attack. 

"4. * The Society shows two 
faces ; one at the South, and another 
at the North.' 

" Answer, The Society refutes 
the objections which are made in 
various parts of the country. Some 
men at the North say that the Socie- 
ty 'rivets the chains of the slave.' 
We reply, that we do no such thing ; 
that on the contrary, our labors reri- 
cler emancipation easier and more 
frequent. Southern men accuse us 
of intending to interfere with their 
rights of property. We deny this 
charge too. We tell them that we 
have nothing to do with slaves, so 
long as they are slaves ; that we shall 
neither emancipate their slaves, nor 
compel them to do it : that emanci- 
pation is their work, and not ours ; 
and that when they are ready to do 
it ^d desire our help, we shall be 
glad to help them. And we show 
both these ' faces' in the same pub- 
lication, i¥hich is sent all over the 



country, so that all who choose to 
read, either at the North or South, 
see both of them. 

" 5. ' The Society must be bad, 
because slaveholders are in favor of 
it.' 

" Answer, There ate two classes 
of slaveholders. Some of them pro- 
fess to regard slavery as an evil, and 
to desire its termination. A part of 
these are our friends — which is no 
proof against us. Others say that 
slavery is a good institution, and 
ought to be perpetual. These are 
all against us. From the beginning 
they have been among our bitterest, 
most decided and most unchanging 
opposers, because, they say, our 
operations tend to promote emanci- 
pation. We may as well consider 
their objection next. It is, 

" 6. ' Colonization is a sly plan 
of northern fanatics, to undermine 
slavery.' 

*' Answer, Whose plan it was 
first, is a question not easily an- 
swered. The Society was not 
formed, till it had become the plan 
of many of the best men, both at 
the north and the south. The north- 
ern men who then engaged in it, 
considered the approbation and co- 
operation of good men at the south 
an indispensable condition of suc- 
cess. And there was nothing sly 
about it. All its intended and all 
its desired bearings on slavery were 
openly proclaimed to the world, 
from the very first. The accusation 
may mean, however, that we pro- 
ceed with such cautious regard for 
the rights, the feelings and the wishes 
of all concerned, that no occasion 
can be found for getting up an ex- 
citement against us. If this -is the 
meaning, we demur to the indict- 
ment — without denying the fact, we 
deny that it is a crime. 

**7. 'The Society encourages 
prejudice against color.' 

'' Answer, This accusation is ex- 
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actly the rerene of troth. The So- 
ciety finds that prejudice already ex- 
isting, and fruitful in mischief. It 
finds the whites violently prejudiced 
against the colored, and unwilling 
to associate with them on terms of 
equality. As the whites are an im- 
mense majority, and possess nearly 
all the wealth, intelligence and re- 
spectability in the country, this ex- 
clusion exerts a depressing influence 
on its victims. It also finds the 
colored people violently prejudiced 
against their own color, unable to 
endure the thought of associating 
exclusively with each other, and 
feeling, therefore, that their inability 
to associate with the whites ruins 
them, and renders all exertions to 
become respectable nearly or quite 
hopeless. To remedy this evil, the 
Society proposes to place colored 
people in more favorable circum- 
stances ; to make a nation of them, 
where all stations of profit, trust, 
and honor, shall be open to them, 
and to them alone, and where, hav- 
ing free scope for the exercise of 
their powers, they may show them- 
selves capable of respectability. The 
Society assumes, that they are ca- 
pable, in favorable circumstances, of 
managing the affairs of a nation re- 
spectably ; and that, if a fair chance 
is given them, they will do it ; and 
that when they have done it, preju- 
dice against color will be broken 
down. All its hopes of success are 
based upon this assumption ; for if 
they have not that capacity, coloni- 
zation must of necessity prove a 
miserable failure. The Society, 
therefore, instead of encouraging 
that prejudice, is bearing the most 
decided testimony against it, and 
taking the most efiectual way to 
abolish it. 

** 8. ' The Society can never re- 
move the whole colored population 
of this country. The whole com- 
mercial marine of the United States 



18 not sufficient to take away even 
their annual increase.' 

^^ Answer. This is an old objec- 
tion, and was fully answered in the 
Annual Report for 1820. 

" In the first place, the Society has 
never undertaken to remove the 
whole colored population. It has 
indeed avowed the belief, that the 
entire separation of the white and 
colored races, if practicable by pro- 
per means, would be highly benefi- 
cial to both, and is therefore a proper 
object of an * earnest wish ;' but 
it openly professes its own inability, 
' unassisted by the resources of in- 
dividual States, or of the Union, to 
provide for colonizing' even 'their 
annual increase.* It has undertaken 
to found a colony, to which colored 
people will find it advantageous to 
emigrate ; and when this is done, 
and the colored people are convinced 
of it, it expects that thousands will 
find their way there, just as thou- 
sands, evfery year, find fheir way 
from Europe to America. 

" The assertion concerning our 
^ whole commercial marine,' though 
made by intelligent men, with evi- 
dent confidence in its truth, is a 
most enormous blunder. The an- 
nual increase of the whole colored 
population, bond and free, from 1830 
to 1840, was 54,356. A vessel is 
allowed by law to carry three pas- 
sengers for every five tons of her 
measurement. At this rate, and al- 
lowing each vessel to make three 
trips in a year, the conveyance of 
the whole annual increase would re- 
quire a little less than 30,197 tons of 
shipping. The tonnage of *the 
whole commercial marine of the 
United States,' as officially reported 
at the commencement of the present 
year, was 2,416,999 tons ; or more 
than eighty times the amount re- 
quired. It is sufficient, at the rate 
above stated, to convey to Africa 
4,350,597 emigrants in a single year* 
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The whole colored population, bond 
and free, in 1840, was 2,873,599. 
Add the increase for six years, at the 
rate above mentioned, and we have 
3,199,726 as their present number. 
The whole of these would not be 
enough, by more than a mfllion, to 
employ our * whole commercial 
marine' twelve months. The annual 
increase is far less than the annual 
emigration from Europe to the Uni- 
ted States. 

•*9. 'The Society's colony has 
driven away the missionaries of the 
American Board.' 

^^ Answer. The American Board 
never had a mission in our colony. 
None of its missionaries were ever 
there, except for a few days at a 
time, as visiters, or ever had an op- 
portunity to know much about it, 
except by hearsay. The mission of 



the Board in Western Africa was 
commenced at Cape Falmas, about 
100 miles beyond the extreme south- 
eastern limit of our jurisdiction. 
Their difficulties were not with us,, 
but with the Maryland Colonization 
Society and its colony, with which 
we have no connection. As to their 
being driven away, they did not go 
till they believed they had found a 
better location ; and the Episcopal 
mission, which was involved in the 
same difficulties, remains there still, 
and does not intend to remove. 

" 10. ' The Society is not doing 
all that ought to be done for the co- 
lored people.' 

*^ Ansiver. Very true; and we 
shall be very glad to see others do 
the rest ; and as individuals, so far 
as we like their plans, we will help 
them." 



[From the Maryland Colonization Journal.] 

JDr. Syx^tnhttV 9 SttXtx, 



Although more testimony con- 
cerning the colony is not necessary, 
still we could not resist the \ tempta- 
tion to squeeze a little from Dr. Lu- 
genbeel, whom we found to entertain 
more correct views of the character 
of the colonies, and a more just esti- 
mate of the true capacities of the 
African race, than any man of Afri- 
can experience we have ever met 
with. 

Colonization Office, 
BaUim<yre, May 20, 1846. 

Da. J. W. LUGENBEBL. 

My Dear Sir: — Learning that 
during your recent residence in Li- 
beria you had made a visit to the 
Maryland colony at Cape Palmas, I 
take the liberty of soliciting from 
you a brief sketch of the impres- 
sions produced upon you by that 
visit, although our recent advices 
from the colony are such as can 
leave no doubt of its present pecu- 



; liarly flourishing condition, yet, 
coming, as they do, from the colo- 
nists and officers of the colony, some 
allowance must be made for . their 
local attachment and predilections ; 
and it is very important to know 
how the character and' general ap- 
pearance of the colony strikes a 
stranger, one too, whom a long resi- 
dence in other settlements renders a 
competent judge. 

It is not expected that you will be 
able to furnish any statistical details, 
but merely to give a generaj^ view of 
the condition and prospects of that 
colony, and su'ch personal incidents 
as may have occurred during your 
recent visit there. You were doubt- 
less enabled to form an opinion of 
the occupation and means of living 
of a majority of the colonists, of the 
character of their dwellings, of the 
appearance of their fields and gar« 
I dens ; if those not engaged in com<» 
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mercial or mechanical pnrsuits ap- 
peared to have a sufficiency of food 
on their lands, whether there was an 
appearance of great want or destitu- 
tion among many* or of squalid po- 
verty and vice in any, if there, was 
a general appearance of industry, or 
if loungers and loafers were to be 
seen in the streets during working 
hours, if any thing occurred to lead 
you to suppose that any species of 
immorality or vice was prevalent 
among any class of the colonists. It 
would also be gratifying to know (if 
you can give it with propriety to be 
made public,) your estimation of the 
character and general deportment of 
the most important citizens of the 
colony, and how they would com- 
pare with persons engaged in similar 
callings, or holding the same stations 
in new settlements in this country. 
Such are some of the points which 
I should like to have you note when 
your leisure and inclination will per- 
mit, not, however, confining you to 
them only ; for be assured the peo- 
ple of Maryland feel a deep interest 
in every thing connected with their 
little colony — and I now solicit this 
information, to lay it before them in 
our monthly Journal, and I trust 
you will consider the object as my 
sufficient apology for this trespass 
iipon your time and engagements. 
Very truly, your obed't serv't, 
JAMES HALL, 
Gen, Agent Md. St, Col. Soc. 

Frederick County, Md., 

May 26, 1846. 

Dear %:— Your letter of the 20th 
instant was received ; and in answer 
to your inquiries relative to the Ma- 
ryland Colony at Cape Palmas, on 
the western coast of Africa, permit 
me to say, that it will afford me 
great pleasure to give you any in- 
formation in my power, by which 
the cause of colonization may be 
promoted — ^a cause in which I have 
toiled and suffered, during the last 



three years, nearly; and for the 
prosperity of which I shall always 
feel a lively interest. 

In the early part of November 
last, I visited the interesting colony 
of Maryland in Liberia, and spent 
a few days very pleasandy, in exam- 
ining the state of the colony, and iti 
enjoying the society and hospitality 
of several of the citizens. 

Perhaps the most candid and im- 
partial expression of my opinion 
relative to the state of affairs of the 
colony, may be given by an extract 
from my private journal, which I 
here transcribe : 

*' During my sojourn at the Mary* 
land Colony at Cape Palmas, I had 
an opportunity to observe the state 
of affairs, and to make several very 
agreeable acquaintances'; among 
whom were Governor Russwurm, 
the accomplished and enterprising 
executive officer of the government, 
Dr. McGill, the intelligent and suc- 
cessful colonial physician, and seve- 
ral missionaries of the Protestanii 
Episcopal mission. 

'* In company with Dr. McGill, 
I rode around and through the set- 
tlement, in order to observe the 
condition of the settkrs, especially 
those who are engageu in the culti- 
vation of the soil ; and I was mnch 
pleased to perceive the progress 
which many of them have made, in 
causing the ' wilderness to be glad,' 
by the fruits of praiseworthy indus- 
try. Nearly all the colonists reside 
in good comfortable houses. Indeed, 
I did not observe a single thatched 
building in the colon)'^, except those 
occupied by the native inhabitants. 
The agricultural prospects of the 
colonists are quite encouraging. And 
from all appearances, I think that 
the settlement is in a state of regular 
and progressive improvement ; and, 
in some respects, is superior to any 
other settlement in Liberia. 

" The best road that I have seen 
in Africa is that extending from Har- 
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per to Mount Tnbnan, a distance of 
more than three miles. It Is not a 
small pathy but a well-beaten wagon 
xoad. On riding out to Mount 
Vaughan, I met an ox-cart, filled 
with rice ; two small oxen and two 
donkeys were attached to the cart. 
This was the first thing of the kind 
that I <haye seen in this country. 
There are several small riding horses 
in the colony, and several donkeys. 
" The doctor nearly always visits 
his patients on horseback, and the 
Governor frequently mounts one of 
his little Badagry horses, and rides 
•ut to visit dififerent parts of the set- 
tlement. The colonial farm is in a 
state of good cultivation ; and I was 
very much pleased to observe several 
boys at work on the farm, who, I 
was informed, were orphans and 
children of poor persons, and were 
employed and paid for their labor 
by the Governor. A portion of their 
time is occupied in school, and the 
rest in working on the farm. The 
farms of the colonists, although 
small, appear generally to be in a 
ffood condition; and I should judge, 
from all that I could see and hear, 
that the people generally live com- 
fortably and happily. There are se- 
veral fine dwelling-houses in the 
towns of Harper and Latrobe ; and 
the lighthouse on the 6ape is equal 
to many in the United States. There 
18 a good garden attached to the 
government house, in which nearly 
all the vegetables are raised, which 
are used at the Governor's table. 
While dining at the table of the 
Governor on one occasion, in com- 
pany with a considerable number of 
invited guests, I perceived that every 



article on the table was of AfHcan pro* 
duction, except wheat bread and a 
ham ; nor was there the least scarcity 
or want of variety. The sweet pota- 
toes were equal to any I ever saw; and 
the white and delicate cabbage-heads 
reminded me of my native land. 

** Governor Russwurm is a gen- 
tleman of dignified deportment, affa- 
bility of manners, sociable, intelli- 
gent, and unassuming ; as well quali- 
fied, perhaps, for the station he now 
fills, as any other individual who 
could be selected, whether white or 
colored.' As far as I could ascertain, 
he is universally popular among the 
people over whom he presides. He 
seems to exhibit a deep interest in 
the welfare of the colonists, and the 
prosperity of that infant colony. Of 
Dr. McGill I may simply state, that 
1 regard him as altogether competent 
to the performance of the duties of 
his station as colonial physician. I 
think it is doubtful, inde^, whether 
the medical department of the colony 
could be more ably filled. The co- 
lonists, generally, appear to be sober, 
industrious, and contented. There 
are a few ^ loafers and loungers,' as 
in other setdements in Liberia ; such 
as may be found in almost every 
city or town in the United States. 
But, on the whole, I think that the 
Ifttle Colony of Maryland in Liberia 
is a very interesting place ; and a 
very desirable residence for all co* 
lored persons who wish to enjoy the 
privileges of freedom and equality, 
and who are capable of appreciating 
the blessings of liberty." 
Yours, truly, 

J. w. lugenbeel: 

Dr. James Hall. 
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Tms is the title of a new monthly 
paper published at Indianapolis, Ind., 
under tlie supervision and sanction 



of the Indiana Colonization Society, 
at the low price of 15 cents a copy, 
and devoted to the interests of coIq* 
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nization. We have received the 
third number, from which we make 
some eztractfl, showing the prospects 
of the cause in that State. We doubt 
not that the circulation of intelligence 
in the pages of the Colonizationist, 
will tend greatly to arouse the atten- 
tion of that community to the great 
work in which we are engaged. 
Our agent there says that he was, in 
4 manner, compelled to start this pa- 
per as a medium of repelling the 
attacks, and defending himself against 
the assaults, which the abolitionists 
made upon him. Judging from what 
he has already said, we presume they 
will soon wish they had let him 
alone. 

[From the Colonizationiftt.] 
OUR PROSPECTS. 

How does colonization prosper? 
This question is put to us wherever 
we go ; and from the kindly manner 
in which it is asked, and the many 
generous good wishes for our success, 
and other demonstrations of favor, 
every where received from the pub- 
lic, we presume it would be gratify- 
ing to many of our friends abroad to 
hear the question answered through 
our little sheet, that we may mutual- 
ly enjoy the pleasure which is always 
associated with prosperity. 

When we commenced our labors 
in this State, it was under great dis- 
couragement. No agent had ever 
been permanently employed in the 
State before. The cause had been 
so long neglected that many of its 
friends had become so luke-warm 
and discouraged, that they were half 
disposed to oppose any effort to re- 
vive it. In some large towns the 
people could not be induced even to 
hear an address on the subject, sup- 



posing that it was another form of 
abolitionism, and in several instances 
we were advised to abandon the field 
and give it up as hopeless. We de- 
termined, however, to give the cause 
a fair trial, at all events, and pushed 
forward. We have now been at work 
about seven months, and although 
we have not yet attained the high 
stand we intend to contend for, yet 
we have abundant encouragement to 
go forward, as the following facts 
will show. 

Since the month of January last, 
we have organized fifteen flourishing 
County Societies, several of which 
have formed branch societies in their 
respective counties, and engaged 
many friends of the cause in advo- 
cating its claims, both in the . pulpit 
and by the press. In two or three 
counties, we have secured the ser- 
vices of some of the most distinguish- 
ed men in the State, as public advo- 
cates, who have been commissioned 
and requested, by the State Society, 
to extend their efforts into adjoining 
counties. The amount of funds 
contributed by each Society, and by 
many friends of the cause, has been 
liberal. 

In addition to the above, there has 
been circulated throughout the State, 
about 150 copies of the ** African 
Repository ^^^ 500 copies of the ^^ Li- 
beria Advocate^^ and 1,500 copies of 
the " Indiana Colonizationist ^ 

We commenced our publication 
with 1,500 copies, as an experiment, 
which we And does not meet the de- 
mand. The whole of the first num- 
ber are already gone. We increased 
the second number to 2,000, and of 
this there are now but 100 copies on 
hand. We shall print 3,000 of No. 
3. At the same ratio of increase we 
shall number upon our subscription 
list 8 or 10,000 in a few months. 
This is most satisfactory proof that 
information on the subject is much 
sought after, and our cause will soon 
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.he duly appreciated by the great 
mass of the people. 

As a further e^dence of the fa- 
vorable light in ivhich colonization 
is regarded, and the good effects re- 
sulting from the circulation of our 
paper, we will^here give a few ex- 
tracts from letters received from our 
friends on the subject. 

Rev. D. V. Smock writes from 
Hopewell, Johnson county, under 
date of May 3d, as follows : 

** Information is needed on the 
-subject of colonization, and is by 
many sought. Let it be circulated, 
and the cause will advance. Indiffe- 
rence, prejudice and passion, will 
thus be removed, and both races, 
black and white, will experience the 
benign effects. I therefore wish your 
little paper great success. 

*' Since I organized a little auxili- 
ary society in IJnion township, [here- 
tofore mentioned by the writer,] I 
have delivered a lecture about eight 
iniles north of Franklin, where ini- 
tiatory measures were taken to or- 
ganize another auxiliary to the coun- 
ty Society. I hear but little of your 
movements, of late, but hope you 
are pushing forward the good cause 
in the various parts of the State, as 
fast as you can pass round." 

Rev. W. F. Ferguson writes from 
Thorntown, as follows : 

" The cause of colonization would 
flourish here, with a little attention. 
I have delivered three lectures on the 
subject during the past year. No 
effort has been made to organize a 
society, but I have no doubt a large 
one might be formed. We should 
be glad to see you here and hear from 
you on the subject." 

Rev. Thomas J. Brown, of Boone 
county, says, under date of June I : 

^' The subject of colonization takes 
very well with the people in this 
section of the country. On yester- 
day I presented the subject in a short 



speech, to a small congregation, and and sqstaiA our cause ? 



the result was, ten subscribers to the 
^ Colonizationist.' I believe all that 
is wanting to bring our almost entire 
community fully up to its aid, is light 
on the subject, and we believe the 
* Colonizationist' is well calculated 
to give the information that is wai^t- 
ed. May kind Heaven smile on, and 
prosper your efforts in this, the best 
of causes." 

Rev. D. McIntire, of Browns- 
town, (June 6th,) employs the fol- 
lowing language : 

**The ^African Repo8\tory^ has 
converted me to the colonization 
plan. Before I read this periodical, ( 
was unsettled in my mind, but it has ^ 
convinced me of the good and the 
right way. I am pleased with the 
first two numbers of the ' Coloni- 
zationist,'* which I have received 
and read. I did not suppose, how- 
ever, that 1 could obtain ten subscri- 
bers, when I received the first num- 
ber, therefore I did not try. But 
when I received the second number, 
I thought I would try for ten sub- 
scribers, and if I failed, I would then 
take one for myself; but to my great 
surprise, in about an hour I foitnd 
ten, and found, with a little effort, I 
could easily raise ten more. When 
I succeed in this, you shall hear from 
me again." 

We take this occasion to return to 
each of those brethren and all others 
who have lent us their aid, our grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the interest 
they have taken in the great cause of 
colonization, especially in bringing 
the subject before the people. They 
take the proper view of the subject, 
one which accords with'our own con- 
victions, viz : that all the people want 
on this subject is light and informa- 
tion. This we are endeavoring to 
get before them by every possible 
means in our power, and at no small 
labor and expense to us. Will not 
other brethren come up to our aid 
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We hereby request our friends, 
not only to address &e people on 
ike subject, but to organize societies 
and take up subscriptions and collec- 
tions for the cause. To aid them in 
this we publish in this number a 
form for a constitution for a county 
er branch society. A great, reward 
awaits the faithful laborer in this the 
Lord's yineyaid. * 

With the facts above presented, 



the reader will be able to gather the 
most correct answer to the questioa 
asked in the outset, that can be given* 
He will see that,*for the time we have 
been in the State, we have had most 
encouraging success. We hope, 
however, in the close of the year, in 
reliance upon Divine aid, to show a 
still greater improvement in our 
prospects. 



[From theLabcm Hcndd.] 



It is now fully ascertained, that 
indigo of a superior quality can be 
made in large quantities in Liberia. 
We have recenUy been experiment^ 
ing on a plant called with us the 
" Mandingo Indigo." It is an arti- 
cle we have been endeavoring for 
the last four or five years to procure, 
but could never come across it ; nor 
could we find any one of the natives 
of this country tq point it out to us, 
until very recently. Immediately 
after we had the unspeakable plea- 
sure of laying our hands on the plant, 
having some little previous know- 
ledge ef the process through which 
the nill plant is carried to extract its 
dyeing properties from it, we went to 
work in a similar manner with it, 
and successfully procured out of 
about 30 of the leaves of this plant 
nearly one ounce of pure indigo — a 
part of which we shall forward to 
some one of our friends in America 
for inspection, as soon as convenient. 
We are no botanist, but will endeavor 
to describe the plant as near as pos- 
sible. It is a deep green leaf, with 
a number of leaflets spear-shaped 
along the sides of a common leaf 
stalk, opposite each other, abruptly 
winged as in ** Minosa," therefore 
may be classed among compound 
leaves. The leaves, when just taken 
from the plant, are, as we before ob- 



I served, green ; but after remaining a 
I few hours detached from tlieir natu**- 
ral branches, assume a lead color* 
then change finally to a very dark, 
or deep blue, nearly black. We are 
aware that this description of the plant 
is not replete enough for general in- 
formation. It is, however, the best 
we can give, as we are not acquainted 
with the science of botany. We give 
below the manner of preparing this 
article in America, and do sincerely 
hope that the people of these colo-> 
nies will unhesitatingly embark in 
the manufacture of this article, which 
is by no means expensive or diffi- 
cult. The plant is to be found in 
much abundance here. 

Process of making the indigo in 
America. — Indigo is the fecula of a 
plant named nill, or anil. To make 
it, three vats are placed, the one over 
the other, in the form of a cascade. In 
the first, called the steeper, the plaait 
is put in, with its leaves, bark, and 
fiowers, and filled with water ; some 
time after, the whole ferments, the 
water grows intensely hot, thickens, 
aniT becomes of a blue color, border- 
ing on the violet j the plant, accord- 
ing lo the opinion of some, deposit- 
ing all its salts, and, according to 
others, all its substance. In this state 
the cocks of the steeper are turned, 
and all the water let out, stained 
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-mlh the coloring parts of the plmU 
into the second, called the beater: 
because this water is beat by a mill 
or a machine, that has long sticks, to 
cpndense the substfinoe of the indi- 
go, and precipitate it to the bottom. 
By this means the water becomes 
clear and colorless, like common 
water; then the cocks are turned, 
that the water may run off from the 
surface of the blue sediment ; after 
which, other cocks are turned, that 
are at the bottom, that all the fecula 
may fall into the third vat, called the 
reposer : for it is there the indigo re- 
mains to dry ; it is then taken out, to 
be made into cakes, &c. See on this 



Buiriect, IRatoire des Mmilles^ par 
le Pert Labat. 

Good iodigo must be of a deep 
blue, bordering on the violet, bril- 
liant, lively, and shining : it must be 
finer within, and appear of a shining 
hue. Its goodness is tried by dis- 
solving it in a glass of water; if it 
be unmixed and well prepared, it 
will dissolve entirely: if sophisti- 
cated, the foreign matter will sink to 
the bottom. Another method of try-^ 
ing it is by burning. Good indigo 
burns entirely away; and, when 
adulterated, the mixture remains after 
the indigo is consumed. 



itmx^tantt 

It is vastly important that persons 
intending to emigrate to Liberia in 
either of the next two vessels to sail 
in the fall from. Norfolk and New 
Orleans, should give us, or our 
agents, early notice. We entreat 
all masters intending to s^nd their 
slaves, and all administrators, who 
have slaves in charge to be sent, and 
all others interested in the subject of 
emigration, or who know of any 
people of color wishing to go to Li- 
bf^ria, to give us immediate notice of 
the fact, It often requires consider- 
able time to arrange necessary pre- 
liminaries, and make indispensable 
preparations: so that it not unfre- 
quently happens that persons almost 
ready when the vessel sails, aie com- 
pelled to wait for six months or a 
year, for the want of a few more 
days in which to get ready^ 

We trust that this suggestion will 
be duly regarded. There are many 
16 



far £\btxia, 

persptftt who are making inquiries in< 
regard to the advantages of going to 
Liberia, who would be much bene* 
fitted by the suggestions which many 
of our friends might give them».or 
which they could obtain by opening 
a correspondence, with us, on the sub- 
ject. There are no letters that we re- 
ceive and answer with more pleasure 
than those which make inquiries about 
emigration to Liberia, We trust, 
therefore, that there will be some 
special efforts made to plaee the co- 
lored people in possession of the 
facts relating to their prospects in 
Liberia. We are exceedingly anxious 
to send out a large number of the 
more intelligent and educated class* 
The present position of Liberia, in ^ 
respect to its government, renders 
this very desirable. If they assume 
the entire responsibility of their own 
government, it will demand all the 
talent, wisdom and energy they can 
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summon to their aid. We should 
think that the very most intelligent 
and wealthy colored people in this 
country would have some ambition 
to share in the splendid results, soon 
to be achieved through the agency of 
the colonists, for Liberia ! Surely, to 
aid in laying the foundations for a 
great nation, in maturing institutions 
and laws for the government of a 
great people, and in redeeming an 
immense continent from the worst of 
I^agan darkness and barbarity, is a 
work infinitely more sublime and 
glorious than can possibly be per- 
formed by any of the colored people 
in this country^ however favored 
may be their position, enlarged their 
opportunities, and determined their 
energy and perseverance ! When the 
historian comes to write up the labors 
of their race, who will stand far 
above all comparison, if not the bold 
and successful pioneers in the only 
successful effort ever made for their 
social, civil, and religious redemp- 
tion? 

Leaving out of view every thing 
touching their own personal interests, 
there are considerations connected 
with their race and the destiny be- 
fore them, which should induce the 
most highly-favored of them in this 
eountry to seek a field of usefulness 



in Africa. But when we take into 
consideration that in Liberia is the 
only place on the face of the earth 
where they and their children can 
enjoy the luxury of true freedom, 
and infinitely advance their social, 
moral, and intellectual interests, is it 
not marvellous that they still prefer 
their present inferior and unenviable 
position among the whites, and still 
cherish the gross delusions of which 
they have been made the victims, 
willing to believe the most fabulous 
storjes about Liberia, and shutting 
their eyes tightly against all the light 
which shines upon them, and shows 
it to be a dictate of wisdom, as 
well as a demand of duty, for them 
to go to their fatherland, and be 
Men! 

We are happy to know, and to 
have it in our power to inform our 
friends, that there are some persons 
intending to go to Liberia in our next 
vessel, who rightly appreciate the 
circumstances of their situation, and 
who are prepared to make themselves 
useful and rise to a desirable fame, 
should their lives be spared. 

We hope that before the sailing of 
our next vessel their number will be 
greatly increased. We are sure it 
may be, if the right means are em- 
ployed. 



^ut iinanc(0. 



Bt reference to the receipts of the 
past month, as acknowledged in the 
present number, it will be perceived 



I 



that the amouijit is unusually, and 
alarmingly* small. In looking at 
the it^ms, we are forced to the con- 
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elusion that very few collections 
have been made by the clergy, on or 
near the fourth of July, or that our 
friends have not exercised their usual 
promptness in making remittances. 
Whoever will take the trouble to look 
over the receipts of past years, will 
find that (for say the last four) they 
average on the 1st of August more 
than twice the present amount. In 
18i5 they were $1,936 66. In 1844, 
$1,746 88. In 1843, $1,840 58, 
and in 1842, $1,748 94 This year 
they are but $803 67. 

How shall this be accounted for ? 
We are at a loss for any satisfactory 
reason for this wonderful falling off. 
Our agents all speak very encou- 
ragingly of their prospects. Our 
friends in every part of the country 
assure us that the cause is gaining 
favor daily among them. In only a 
few instances, have those to whom 
we have written^ asking for money, 
replied that, in consequence of the 
war and other circumstances of the 
country, they were not in a sit- 
uation to contribute, at the present 
time. Not one of them has said he 
would not give because he did not 
believe in the goodness of the ob- 
ject. 

It is true that we have not pre- 
sented any particular thing demand- 
ing immediate aid, and forming a 
thrilling appeal to our friends, such 
as were repeatedly urged upon their 
notice the past year. The fund for 
the purchase of territory is all sub- 
scribed. There has been no large 






family of slaves begging for the 
privilege of a passage to Liberia, 
who must soon be sold into per- 
petual slavery if not sent away. 
The lack 'of these exciting topics 
has doubtless caused many persons 
to feel that there was less necessity 
for them, to send in their contribu- 
tions. 

We are also aware that if we had 
sent off an expedition on the first of 
June, as we had intended, that it 
would have stirred up many who in- 
tend to aid us during the year, to do- 
it without delay. 

We are also aware that there are 
times when through a variety of 
causes our receipts fall short of what 
we had a right to expect, while there 
is not in any one of these causes any 
good or sufficient reason. And we 
strongly suspect that this is the state 
of things at the present time. We 
therefore have called the attention of 
our readers to the facts in the case* 
and trust that they will take immer 
diate measures to supply the past 
lack. We are preparing for our ex- 
peditions to sail in October and De- 
cember next, and shall need ail the 
funds we can possibly command, 
and mtich more beside. Several fa- 
milies of slaves have had their free- 
dom offered to them by their mas- 
ters, if we can send them to Libera. 
We have written the facts to many 
of our friends, and we would now 
respectfully suggest that their case 
is like the *' King's business," it 
" requires haste /" 
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. The Eleventh Annual Report of 
the Jiasociation for the Jleligious 
Instruction of the Negroes^ in Lib- 
erty county^ Georgia. — The reports 
of this Association are drawn up by 
their missionary, the Rev, C. O. 
Jones, and consist of an account of 
his own labors and his assistants' 
within the county of Liberty, and 
kindred matters of a general nature 
aad usually of a very interesting im- 1 
pprt. The report for the past year, 
the publication of which has una- 
voidably been delayed, has just 
reached us, and will compare with its 
pMdeeessors in the value and interest 
of its contents. Indeed, to no indi- 
vidual of any denomination in the 
whole Southern country has the 
c^use of the religious instruction of 
the negroes been more or so much 
indebted for many years past, as to 
this zealous minister of the Presby- 
terian church, and we most gladly 
bear our testimony to his indefati- 
gable, able And enlightened zeal in 
this important cause, aqd <iommend 
his example as worthy of all praise 
aiid imitation by the ministers of his 
own and all other Christian denomi- 
nations. 

We proceed to make some extracts 
from the report, the subjects of which 
our readers will learn from the head- 
ing we affix to them. 

** Cotoperation Needed. — Pastors 
may efficiently co-operate by the in- 
stitution of meetings for watchmen — 
members of the church — inquireis — 
and children and youth, and by af- 
fording some special instruction to 
their colored congregations, at such 
times and seasons as may be most 
convenient to them, and, if necessary, 
call in the aid of prominent Christian 
men in the churches. 

" Masters may co-operate by send- 
ing their children and youth regularly 



to the Sabbath schools, and by in- 
structing their people at home, if 
they cannot instruct the adults suc- 
cessfully, by all means let the chil- 
dren and youth be assembled and 
taught the Catechism, at least once 
a week, if not oftener. Again, by 
correcting Sabbath-breaking, profane 
swearing and immorality, and fana- 
tical extravagances in the conduct of 
religious meetings, when such ten- 
dency may be observed ; and by pro- 
moting in a higher degree the physi- 
cal improvement of their people. Can 
a man — can a Christian man, wha 
derives his own support and that of 
his family from the labors of his de- 
pendent servants, — yea more, who 
through them is made partaker of 
the comforts and luxuries of life, re- 
main indifferent to and negleetful €{ 
their condition ? Who will lavishly 
expend hundreds for these comforts 
and luxuries, and yet grudge a few 
dollars for the necessities of his ser- 
vants? Who considers all he obtains 
from them gain, and all he bestows 
upon them loss ? Can such a maa 
hope for acceptance with the great 
Master in Heaven ? Can he ever 
dream of the respect and confidence 
of his people, or expect any influence 
from his instructions as a professor 
of religion, while his practice de- 
monstrates his infidelity ? Let such 
an one know — if he will look no 
higher — that every thing done for the 
physical comfort and improvement 
of his people, promotes health, cheer- 
fulness, fidelity, cleanliness, morality, 
and thrift, and thereby advances his 
quiet and prosperity and interest in 
a high degree. 

*' The physical condition of the 
negroes has improved in this coun- 
try, and is still improving. By the 
blessing of God upon the labor of 
their hands, dwnera are more able, 
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and I trust I may add, by the grace 
of God in their hearts, they are more 
willing, to promote that improvement 
than in years past. But much, very 
much remains to be accomplished. 
I am satisfied, as a mere matter of 
economy, it is far better for those 
who are setding plantations with a 
view to permanency, to put up, in 
the beginning, the most substantial 
houses for their negroes, and make 
them as comfortable as possible. If 
this cannot be done at once, let it be 
done by degrees. In a few years, as 
much is lost in time and trifling ex- 
penses in putting up and repairing 
poor houses, as would have sufficed 
to put up, at the first, houses of the 
best kind ; the plantation the mean- 
while presenting the appearance of 
desertion and dilapidation. The best 
things are most highly prized, and 
commonly most carefully preserved. 
** In this conviction I can but ex- 
press, as one deeply interested in the 
moral and religious condition of the 
negroes, my desire for the prosperity 
of the Agriculture Sociefy. recently 
formed in this country; because I 
believe that such a society properly 
conducted and covering ail subjects 
and objects coming legitimately 
within its cognizance, must result in 
good to the laboring class of our 
population, and be an auxiliary to the 
work undertaken bv this association. 
Such a society must promote the in- 
telligence and activity of planters, 
lead to experiments and improve- 
ment in soils and manures and modes 
of cultivation and management, in- 
duce a more satisfied and home-feel- 
ing ; for finding that they can do 
well on their present lands, planters 



will be freed from that bane of all 
peace and improvement, a desire of 
removal^ and they will consequently 
take greater pains to have their places 
better settled and more attractive and 
comfortable, both to themselves and 
their" people. The formation of agri- 
cultural societies in the older settled 
regions of the South we hail as an 
omen for good They have already 
accomplished much, both masters 
and servants have experienced their 
beneficial influence. 

** Every plantation of ordinary 
size, ought to have a chapel^ or a 
roo?}!^ fitted up for the accommoda- 
tion of the people iti their social 
worship. A chapel adds much to 
the finish of a plantation, even if an 
owner would do no more than consult * 
appearances Marty funerals do I 
attend in the open a.r, and most of 
my plantation meetings are held in 
the houses of one kind and another, 
which are open, cold, and uncom- 
fortable. T have never cornplained 
of these accommodations', nor do I 
now The planters have uniformly 
received me with the greatest kind- * 
ness, and made the best arrange- 
ments, for the titne, in their power. 
I have long since settled it iri my 
mind, that the place of the minister 
is with the people of his charge ; 
and wherever they can and are will- 
ing to meet with him, there should 
he be, and quietly and naturally adapt 
himself to circumstances. The Di- 
vine Master preached everywhere — 
in the wilderness, on mountains, in 
the Temple, in synagogues, in the 
street, on the sea shore, in private 
houses, by day and by night: and 
to all classes and condition of people.'* 



[From the New York Spectator] 



We find the following interesting 
letter in the Times. It was addressed 
ito a lady residing in West Chester 



county. The writer, the Kev. Fran- 
cis Burns, is a missionary in the ser- 
vice of the Missionary Society of 
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the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
We have long known him. He is 
one of the most intelligent coloied 
men we have ever conversed witli ; 
well suited for the office which he 
fills, and we have no douht* will 
prove a successful missionary. 

MoKKoviA, Liberia, 

Sept. 6, 1845. 

Dear Madam: — As yet but one 
letter since I left the Manor. Capt. 
Lawlin has not yet arrived from the 
United States, and I am hoping that 
by him I shall hear from you. Till 
that time I wait patiently, I have 
written to — at some length, and 
so for* this time I shall write you 
and my sister, though you but a 
short letter, which I presume, with- 
out something of especial interest, 
will be equally as acceptable as a 
long one. In the first place, then, 1 
have it in my power to say to you 
that we are all enjoying health. I 
am suffering slightly from I think 
too much confinement^but not enough 
certainly to make any ado about. 
My wife's general health I do not 
think to be as good as it was some 
years since. But still, on looking 
abroad in the world, and comparing 
ourselves with others, we have abun- 
dant reason for gratitude to Almighty 
God) instead of complaints of any 
kind. Our children, too, are not only 
well, all improving finely in their 
physical condition, but such as are of 
a suitable age are improving intellec- 
tually too. The pleasure, the deep 
in-wrought and abiding pleasure 
which such a fact gives a parent, I 
need not and shall not attempt to 
describe to you, madam. 

In one of your letters, I believe, 
you alluded to the British interfe- 
rence in our trade and colonial mat- 
ters. They have for a long time 
given UB a wide berth. They trade 
ivith us, to be sure, but do not at- 
tempt imposition of any sort ; it is, 



however, a somewhat serious time 
with us should the Colonization 
Society say to us ** gro/ree," and it 
may be they will ; then, as an inde- 
pendent people, commencing a sole 
independent political existence, we 
shall have to combine the principles, 
and organize the government, by 
which our **ship of state" is not 
only to be set afloat^ but kept afioat, 
amid the rage and concussion of po- 
litical elements ; all the time gather- 
ing strength, and by the operation of 
its parts contributing to the support 
and integrity of the whole. True, 
we shall not have occasion for ela- 
borating any principles, but even if 
the woxld is old, and the theory and 
practical operation of governments 
well understood, still for us, so young 
a nation and brought up as most of 
us have been, for us to be obliged to 
combine all that is necessary for our 
own government, is a work of great 
importance to our race, and not un- 
attended with difficulty. 

1 cannot contemplate this declara- 
tion on the part of the Society, and 
our efforts consequent upon it, with- 
out concern. I cannot help looking 
up to the ** Father of Lights" for 
wisdom in such an emergency, should 
it come, upon those on whom may 
devolve the responsibility of con- 
structing the machinery of our new 
government, and putting it into ope- 
ration. With a firm reliance on Him 
who saveth not by many or few, I 
believe we are, after all, perfectly 
safe. This reliance I hope we shall 
not forget. 

But I turn from political matters^ 
to business connected with transac- 
tions of infinitely greater importance. 
Into politics, as a Christian minister, 
1 do not feel at liberty especially ta . 
enter. I mean home politics ; they 
are of too doubtful and fomenting 
an element for either my office or in- 
clination. I love my country, of 
course ; I believe no man here loves 
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it more. I feel for it too ; but then, 
in my opinion, its interests, by me, 
can be best subserved by attending 
strictly to the duties of my own 
office, and in trying to assist and ele- 
vate my coadjutors in the same holy 
work. 

In the salvation of Africa I take a 
lively, and I think I can say, an ab- 
sorbing interest. This is a great 
work; angels contemplate it with 
extacy. Why not man, too, impli- 
cated as he fs in it by his instrumen- 
tality, and accountable to God as he 
is for the faithful performance of his 
work. Our political trials are, as all 
will most readily admit, of some im- 
portance. To see ourselves well 
through them, and spreading our can- 
vas to the wind in the sight of na- 
tions, is certainly desirable. But this 
result, of whatever consequence, has 
little or none compared with the reli- 
gious regeneration of the people of 
this continent. But why make these 
remarks to you ? I trust you feel as 
forcibly as I do that the missionary 
cause is one on the broad platform 



of which all conditions and hearts 
may combine, without prejudice to 
the interest of any one. 

How thankful ought Christians to 
be that upon this platform we may 
lay up treasure in Heaven, by a 
pious expenditure of it on earth. 
You will not attribute enthusiasm to 
me, I am sure ; and if you did upon 
this subject, so vital, so warming to 
my heart, I should reply — ** If I be 
beside myself, it is to God.'' 

Hereafter, I believe, I will not 
promise either short or long letters, 
for I perceive that in this respect, at 
least, I am faithless. I conclude by 
expressing an earnest hope that when 
I hear from you, I shall learn that 
your family are all well, and that 
sister, if not so well in body, is at 
least growing in grace— the best of 
healths this ! Remember me to the 
colonel and to your little children* 
whom I shall never forget, and to 
my sister. 

I remain, madam, your most hum- 
ble and obliged servant, 
J FRANCIS BURNS. 



[From the Liberia Herald.] 
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FojR ini'ormation of some of our 
friends, who are constantly and in- 
correctly asserting, in America, that 
** Liberians have not any thing else 
to eat but roots and wild animals," 
we have thought proper to give a list 
of such animals, fruits, and edibles 
as are in general use with us in their 
appropriate seasons : 

Domesiicated.'^CowSi bullocks, 
swine, sheep, goats, ducks, fowls, 
pigeons, turkeys, (few.) 

WW.— Deer of different kinds in 
abundance : red, black, brown, and 
grayish : partridge, pigeons, goats. 



cows, doves, ducks, hedgehogSf 
red squirrels, summer ducks, rice 
birds, ground doves, &c. 
Fruit. — Water melon, musk melon, 
mango plums, orange, rose apples, 
sour sop, guava, tamarind, plantain, 
bananas, gramma dilla, limes, lemons. 
Fishf scaled and shelL—MMeU 
whiting, perchy bream, pike, bara;* 
couta, mackerel, cursalli, herring, 
drum, catfish, grippers, oysters, crabs, 

carp, sun. 

Edibles.— SvveeX potatoes, arrow 
root, turnips, carrots, shilote, cym- 
blain, chiota, paupau, Lima beans, 
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ochrat peas, radisbcst beets, cab- 
bages, snaps, cucuxAbers, greens, sal- 
ads, cassavas, yams, corn. 



Besides the above, there are many 
others, which we have neither time 
or room to arrange here. 



fetttt from ftvi lUtison. 



We have received the following 
letter from an old friend of coloniza- 
tion, in Connecticut, and take the 
liberty of publishing it entire. We 
commend its caktUationa to the cu- 
rious in such matters, and if there is 
any mistake, we will be obliged to 
any one who will point it out: 

Lisbon, Connecticut, 
July 11, 1846. 

Rev. and Dear Sir : — I send you 
$3, collected in the first Ecclesi- 
astical Society in this town for the 
benefit of the Colonization Society. 
It is but a mite, but it is presented 
with the full confidence of the con- 
tributors, that the Colonization Socie- 
ty is now restored to public favor, 
and that its means will greatly in- 
crease. I am fully confirmed in the 
belief that the great depression, to 
which it has been subjected, has been 
wisely ordered of God, to try the faith 
of the pious who have been engagejl 
in the work, and to make its trials, 
as in many other cases, in some mea- 
sure, proportioned to its excellence 
and ultimate success. 

It is peculiarly pleasant, in this 
age of impracticable theories to find 
a theory which is wholly practical. 
The problem put forth by the Colo- 
nization Society is solved, both in 
Telation to the ability of colored men, 
and their influence on poor neglected 
Africa. It has become a plain sum 
in the Ilule of Three. I may mis- 
take a little with respect to some of 
the items ; but in relation to the es- 
tential principle there is no mistake. 
I will say then, that for three hun- 
dred miles on the coast of Africa, 



our civil and religious institutions 
have been established, and the slave 
trade has been abolished. Let three 
hundred then be the first term. AIL 
this has been accomplished by six 
thousand colonists ft om this country^ 
be the same more or less. Let 
six thousand then be the second 
term. It was Commandant Payne, 
if I rightly recollect, who answered 
questions put to him by the Secre- 
tary of State, and who was well ac- 
quainted with the subject. He said 
that the slave trade is carried on to the 
extent of four thousand miles on the 
African coast. Let four thousand then 
be the third term. The answer is» 
80,000. Eighty thousand colonists, 
therefore, cai|, by a common bless- 
ing from God, establish our civil and 
religious institutions as far as slave- 
trading extends in Africa. 

Will not our government assist in 
this noble work ? It is too late to ob- 
ject that it would be unconstitutional. 
For by the Ashburton and Webster 
treaty, provision is made to keep a na- 
val force on the coast of Africa, which 
treaty has been ratified by the United 
States Senate. It would be strange 
indeed, if it would be more consist- 
ent with the constitution to expend 
large sums of money to destroy the 
slave trade by a naval force, than to 
assist the Colonization Society to ac- 
complish the same thing. Besides, 
colonization is more certain. All 
that the English and American ships 
can do, is to annoy slavers, without 
any certain prospect of ever putting 
an end to the abominable traffic 
The colonization plan is certain, as 
appears by actual experiment. It 
also accomplishes the work in a far 
more humane manner. I mean not 
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hy this, that the naval plan is not as 
humane and kind as the nature of the 
case admits. But it cannot touch 
the various and severe sufferings of 
the poor slaves, previously to their 
being caught on the ocean. And 
how painful these sufferings are, is 
illustrated in the case of the Pons, 
where between one'and two hundred 
died of hardships endured before 
they were retaken. Colonization 
saves all such sufferuigs, as it pre- 
vents the slave trade on the land. 

It seems that colonization on the 
coast, according to the American Co- 
lonization Society has not been very 
popular with the English. Their 
idea of civilizing Africa has been to 
plant colonies of their own in the 
interior : they have made the attempt ; 
but the Providence of God has so 
signally decided against them, that 
they must be convinced, if Africa 
ever becomes civilized, it must be in 
a great measure by colored people, 
who can endure the climate. 

There are two classes of people in 
this country, who object to the colo- 
nizing of people of color in Africa, 
though their objections spring from 
entirely different causes. Those who 
" hold that slavery is a divine institu- 
tion, and think that slaves are the 
only proper persons to cultivate the 
soil, and to perform other manual 
labor, are not friendly to any scheme 
which looks to their emancipation. 
There is a class of anti-slavery men 
also, who are opposed to colonizing 
the people of color, because it urges 
them to quit the place of their nativi- 
ty, and seems to imply a wrong pre- 
judice against color. But neither of 
these objections, it seems to me, has 
much weight, when it is considered 
that colonization can do for Africa 
■aU that has been stated, and give a 
noble specimen to the world of what 
the colored race can effect without 
sensibly diminishing their numbers 
in the United States. It is said, that 



the annual increase of the colored 
population in this country is about 
seventy thousand. This is seven- 
eights as many as we have found to 
be capable of producing the most de- 
sirable change, throughout almost 
the whole of Africa. Or, if any 
should say that the Colonization So- 
ciety should need a hundred instead 
of eighty thousand, for all the pur- 
poses of illuminating Africa; and 
the principal part of the rest, both of 
the present and future generations; 
should remain on our soil. In this 
ease, they would be constantly in- 
creasing, and with great rapidity. 
The slave trader would have enough 
for ail his purposes ; and the anti- 
slavery man would still have a fair 
opportunity both to know whether 
we shall all lose our prejudice against 
color, and whether in all respects, 
the colored people will be one with 
us. There is another portion of the 
community, both in the slaveholding, 
and non-slaveholding states, who 
believe in emancipation ; and that 
the best thing we can do for the co- 
lored people is to colonize them with 
their consent- Those in the free 
states are willing to contribute libe- 
rally for this object; and many in 
the slaveholding states are ready, 
from time to time, to liberate their 
slaves, according to the ability of the 
Colonization Society to help them, 
if they are willing to go, to their 
fatherland. As to the expense of ac- 
complishing the object in view, we 
can bear it as a nation, without giv- 
ing up a single luxury. We are ex- 
pending every year, under the Web- 
ster and Ashburton treaty, enough 
to accomplish the object in a few 
years : perhaps enough has alreary 
been expended, if it had been applied 
to colonization instead of its being 
used to watching slavers on the coast. 
I remain, respectfully yours, 
LEVI NELSONi 
Rev. W, McLain. 
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It is not often that we turn aside to notice 
the statements of persons who, we believe, 
wilfuUy slander Liberia. But we find, in 
the Liberia Herald, a refutation of some 
assertions of the Rev. Mr. Constaniiney 
which are so pertinent, and done, too, by 
Liberians themselves, that we are called 
upon to give the article to the public. We 
have known of Mr. C. making similar 
charges in various places. 

When the statements made by Rev. Mr. 
Hazlehurst and the Rev. Mr. Walker reach 
Liberia, we shall expect to see a similar 
answer from some true Liberian. Because 
a white missionary has been wisucccssfiU in 
Africa, and returned disappointed, we do 
not think he is justified in making out rea- 
sons for his failure which are so palpably 
false. 

*' We learn from the Weekly Herald, a 
periodical published in the State of New 
Vork, bearing date September 20, 1845, 
that an Abolition Convention was held at 
Utica on the 17th of September, and that, 
after attending to the business for which the 
convention was called, the meeting then 
adjourned to the evenine of the loth, at 
which meeting we learn that the Rev. Mr. 
Constantine, (once a missionary to Africa, 
under the auspices of the Baptist Board of 
Missions,) addressed the meeting ; and in 
the course of his address gave it as his 
opinion ' that it was wrong to send the poor 
Africans in these States to that abominable 
place ; that the average duration of life of 
those who go there from the United States 
is only two years ; the sea coast, for a dis- 
tance of seventy-five miles back to the hills, 
is a swamp which generates fevers of all 
kinds ; and that the captains of vessels tra- 
ding there, never so on shoie in the morn- 
ing or evening, for fear of catching the 
coast fever, as it is called, and only venture 
in the middle of the day out of their ships.' 
He represented the former Governor of 
Liberia, Mr- Buchanan, as a man who was 
very much disliked, by both natives and co- 
lonists ; and Mr. Brown, who, he says, is 
now in this State, and who 'had been sent 
as a missionary there by the American 
Board of Foreign Missions, as a man who 
would preach to the natives, with the Bible 
in one hand and the sword in the other. 
That on account of the hatred which the 
natives bore towards him, they attacked his 
station, and that this son of w cross shot 



down fifty of the natives with his own 
hand ; that on an occasion when the natives 
finding him alone, a short distance from 
the station, they were determined to have 
revenee ; but that Mr. Brown terrified 
them by saying that when* he shot down 
fifty of the natives himself, that it was the 
work of his God, and that if they molested 
him, then he would call upon his Grod again, 
and that he would not spare one of them. 
This so terrified them, that they let him 
pass. Mr. Constantine said that tHe present 
Governor of Liberia is the son of a planter 
at the South, who had eight children by 
one of his slaves, and he shipped them all 
to Liberia. He represented the situation 
I of the colony as being anything but in a 
i favorable state, and that the greatest hostili- 
1 ty exists between the colonists and the na- 
tives. He has seen, himself, slaves taken 
i away by vessels which had the American 
flag fl3'ing, and manned by an American 
captain and American seamen ; and that it 
j was done with the knowledge of the colo- 
nists. He concluded by sajring that it was 
his wish to have a free mission formed, in- 
dependent of the American Board, and he 
would' be happy to receive the funds of 
such as felt an interest in the slave. 
} " Were it not a departure from the strict 
I rules of morality and gentility, we would 
here indulge ourself in the use of bitter 
and sarcastic recriminations, on the state- 
ments made by Mr. Constantine at the 
meeting above alluded to. Nothing can be 
more glaringly false and incorrect than the 
statements tnere made by that Ri^ht Rev. 
Gentleman, who, by the by, looks more 
like a ' quadrumanus* *■ aquatic* animal 
than a human beins. There can, or may 
be, apologies offered for persons in report- 
ing matters, which might have come to 
their knowledge by hearsay, but surely 
there can or ought not to be none offered 
for sane and inquisitive observers of things 
passed immediately under their notice. 
(* This living skeleton,*) Mr. C, I believe, 
resided in the colony for nearly one and a 
half years, the generalitjr of which time he 
neither attended to his missionary labors, or 
any other laudable calling. It is true, the 
board by whom he was employed, did not 
expect of him much (if any) services, 
during the first year of his missionary life, 
for he, like all other peieons arriving in 
these colonies must necessarily pass through 
the ordeal of the acclimating fever, which 
the reverend gentleman has been pleased 
to call the * coast fever. * But where could 
this gentleman (p«rdonthe expression) get 
his information relative to the 'average 
duration' of the life of persons coming 
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from the United States to these colonies, 
certednly not in the family in which he re- 
sided during his temporary stay of three or 
four months at Monrovia — for this family 
had been residing in these colonies nearly 
nineteen years up to the time of Mr. C.'s 
departure, and, if I am not mistaken, three 
or four years in Sierra Leone ; nor could 
he have received this impression from any 
one here with whom he associated himself, 
for his acquaintances generally were of such 
persons who had been in the colony more 
than from thirteen to seventeen years. 
With regard to the interior parts of the co- 
lony Mr. C. certainly cannot pretend to 
be acquainted. He says, for the distance 
of 75 miles back from the sea coast to the 
* hills is a swamp* which generates fevers 
of all kinds. Now how far this reverend 

fentleman has penetrated the country we 
o not pretend to say ; we, however, recol- 
iect that he visited an association held at 
JVew Georgia, in the month of December, 
1841, the year preceding his exit from the 
colony — this place is about five miles from 
Monrovia, (not quite 75;) but whether, 
^luring his residence at Edina, Mr. Clarke 
ordered him to visit * Boble,* a native sta- 
tion, which is about fifteen miles, at the 
outside, from the sea shore, we are not acj 
quainted. We are, however, certain, with 
tie exception of an occasional trip that this 

fentleman and his lady paid down the coast, 
e never left the precincts of the colony 
until he did for America. 

" He also says that captains of vessels 
are afraid to venture on shore early in the 
mornings and late in the evenings. * Tell 
this not in Gath, and publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon !' We will only refer 
this matter to captains and officers of Eng- 
lish and American vessels, who visit Libe- 
ria according to their callings. Ask them 
how soon or how late do they visit Ihe 
shore, or whether do they occasionally sleep 
on land or not ? We vouch that hundreds 
will contradict Mr. C.'s statements. 

** He farther stated that the former Go- 
vernor of Liberia, Mr. Buchanan, as a man, 
•was very much disliked. This is a palpable 
falsehood, and an uncompromising mis- 
statement, come from whom it may. Gov. 
B. truly had his failings, as well as other 
fallible men. This we all admit; but Gov. 



B., as a gentleman, was never disliked by 
any with whom we have any acquaintance. 
It is true, his political bearing created 
some considerable dissatisfaction with a 
^reat many citizens who otherwise would 
have extolled his name to the highest 
heavens, and would have transmitted his 
memory down to the latest posterity untar- 
nished. 

" Rev. Mr. G. S. Brown, who is now in 
America, he represents as having been sent 
out to the colony as a missionary by the 
American Board of Foreign Missions as a 
man who would preach to the natives with 
the Bible in one nand and the sword in the 
other. This statement is also untrue. We 
will, however, leave Mr. Brown to battle 
out his own cause, as he is in America, 
and is likely to see this reverend gentleman. 
Mr. C. concluded his statements by saying 
that the present ' Governor of Libena is 
the son of a planter in the South, who had 
ei^ht children by one of his slaves, and he 
shipped them all to Liberia.' Monstrous- 
monstrous — we will not say what. Why, 
Mr. C. is certainly frantic. I wonder who 
in the world could have told him so. Gov. 
Roberts the son of a southern planter ! Not 
so, for his parents were all of African ex> 
tract, which no one who ever seen him 
would deny, nor does he himself ever dis- 
own the fact. The Governor was born of 
free parents in Petersburg, Virginia, and 
with nis mother and family emigrated to this 
country in the year 1829. Were it neces- 
sary, we would continue further remarks 
about the Governor's origin ; but as there 
are so many living testimonies who can 
contradict Mr, C.'s statement, we conclude. 
If, in the face of hundreds of testimonies 
given by ofiUcers of men of war and captains 
of merchant vessels, English and Ameri- 
can (disinterested persons) Mr. C. chooses 
to say to the world that the situation of the 
colony is in any thing else but a favorable 
state, all we have to say to this gentle- 
man is, go on, tell your tales, until yon 
shall have worked yourself out of counte- 
nance with both colonization ists and aboli- 
tionists. We do most pointedly dispute 
Mr. C. ever seeing slaves shipped or taken 
away in the manner he has described, 
either within or without the jurisdiction of 
the colony." 



[From the Religious Herald.] 
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Sir : — I enclose four letters from Libe- 
ria, for insertion in your paper, if you 
please, thinking the tree coloi-ed people 
about Richmond will be more likely to see 
tibem than in any other way ; perhaps Mr. 



Ryland might be willing to read parts of 
the letters aloud, in his occasional visits to 
the people of his charge, or in meeting. 

Yours, very respectfully. 
May 30. E. M. ATTKISSON. 
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MONXOTXA, LiBZBIA, 

SepL 9, 1844. 

Dear Madam : — I am well at present 
hoping these few lines may find you enjoy- 
ing good health. I embrace this opportu- 
nity of telling you of my travels when I 
left Frederic ksbu^ for Richmond, I put up 
to the Exchange hotell ther is the place i 
lodge that night. In going the next morn- 
ing to settle my bill expressing myself to 
the landlord whare I was agoing he charge 
me nothing. I set oft to Norfolk next morn- 
ing and arrived ther that evenine. I was 
very politely ask up to Mr. Bells house 
whare I was accommodated until fridry 
Evening which I had directions from Mr. 
McCIain to see all of the passioners on bord 
by three o'clock which I did, so after I saw 
all on board Me and Mr. McCIain came 
ashore again which he advise me when I Got 
to Monrovia to set me out some coffee, trees 
which I has not done as vet being I has not 
had the opportunity, when we arrived to 
the Jolucai mountain we did not meat the 
Govner, he was in the States, but 1 will 
make it my Business to do so as soon as he 
-coms. I has not been up the River as yet, 
but I has been inform that the land up thir 
is very good, but I am in hopes when I 
Goes up that I will make a living which it 
is my desires, for I believe an industrious 
person can live here. I wish you would 
Kite to Mr. McCIain as he Re(^uested me 
to Rite to him how these passioners was 
thy is some as smart a people as I would 
wish to be in company with and some bad 
enough to pay for it since some *of them 
has been ashore thy has been stealing but I 
am in hopes that 1 shall never be guilty of 
that thy is some of them sily enou^ to say 
they wish themself Back and ther is a great 
many a going to school, I am included in 
the number, but I has Regret very much that 
I refuse when I was there. Mr. McCIain 
give me a letter to the assistant govner 
which I has visit — I finds him to be a fine 
man, I amuse myself after I has said my 
lesson to Mrs. James C. Minor and to Doc- 
tor J. W. Luvenhal office a white gentle- 
man which Mr. McCIain give me a letter 
to, I sets down at his office with surprise 
Which I must say I never enjoy such life 
as freedom, my conversation is to him when 
I call him, is Or. Luvenhal and his to me 
in a Ripli Mr. Blackford it is much Bether 
than to be in the state for ihpm to call you 
Boy I has not seen Mr. James C. Minor as 
yet but I am in hopes I shall in a few days 
le has Received your letter and has giving 
me firee access to his house. Mr. Minor 
fiends Respects to you and family especially 
to your Mother he is not in town that is 
the Reason he has not riting you all but he 
says he will by the next opportunity please 
to give my respects to the family particular 



to Mr. Blackford. I am afraid £ cannot 
return thanks anought to him for his kind- 
ness and also to ^ou please to give niy re- 
spects to all enquiring friends. Mr. Free* 
man the gentleman that will give you this 
letter, I has advise him to stop and see you. 
and give a free estimation of Africa he is 
so much please with the place he is goin 
back after his family he is a very fine man. 
I am in hopes you will give him an invita< 
tion to unkle James Wess house so that h^ 
can give him an estimation of Afiica. I 
dont think it worth while for me to relate 
to you what is heare. Mr. Freeman will 
give you an estatement of it— please to 
give my respects to Mr. Lusious li. Minor 
and family when you return to him when I 
left Norkford I was in low spirit aboat 
eight days but after the captain put me a» 
steward over the black and white which I 
received from the captain $20.00 after my 
arrival he insisted me to go to Calcutta. 
Being he was so please with me but I felt 
loft to leave my old country and I did not 
go, I see they is a great deal of religious 
person heare. I has attended meeting very 
regular thy is a Presbyterian church an'i 
Baptist and also tha Methodist church, th> 
is a great revival with the Methodist. I 
was a cominff home one ni^ht from the l^le • 
thodist church and 1 heard a crying over 
the street — and when I come to find out 
thy has been a woman died very suddei: 
which was supposed to be well about halt 
hour ago, she was not prepared for death I 
think, and I am a stuaing about 'it every 
day. Nothing more at present to say. but 
remainds you acquaintance. 

ABRAM BLACKFORD 

P. M. — Thy is a plenty out here for to eaU 
namely: potatoes, butter-beans, cassaaa 
and every other thing I see in your gard»^n» 

A. B 

Africa, Monrovia. 

Sept. to, 1344 

My Dear Miss Susan Wheeler — F 
take this opportunity of writing you these 
few lines to inform you that my health i3 
good, and 1 hope these few lines may find 
you in the same state, I am now in a new 
country and am about to settle myself I 
left Norfolk on the 14th of June and arnvea. 
here the 4th of August, our passage was 
longer than we expected, though very safe . 
I am very well pleased, my reason why, is. 
I can use my own privileges in every re- 
spect. There are a few white people out 
hear, though they are very polite. I meet 
them sometimes in the streets and they 
steps one side of the pavements and touch 
their hats. I call at their dwelling in the 
course of the day and sets down at large 
and talks a great deal about the States and 
about Religous subjects. The white mea 
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sever calls me by my name unless they call 
jne Mr. Blackford, 

There are a great many pretty young 
ladies here and I amuse myself in visiting 
the youn^ ladies when the schoole is out, 
and in going to the church. 

There are three churches here, Method- 
ist, Baptist, Presbyterian. There is a great 
jevival here among the Methodists where I 
go both night and day and where we should 
all go to try to get acquainted with God, 
It is necessary we all should have an in- 
troduction to nim. 

You must write to me by the first oppor- 
liinity, I would send some of this fruit but 
the passage being expected to be long, 
therefore I thoi^ht it would spoil before it 
reached you. Your friend, 

ABRAM BLACKFjQRD. 

Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, 

February 12, 1846. 

Much Esteemed Marm : — By the re- 
ception of these few lines you will know 
'that 1 am still surviving the wreck of time. 
There arrived here on the 8th of December 
last, the ship Roanoke with emigrants from 
^Norfolk, 96 in number, among whom was 
Geor^ and James Marshall, two youne-'men 
ijrom Fredericksburg, whom I was glad to 
see; they, myself, and Abram gets together, 
and sits down, and cherishes the recollec- 
tion of home, and the remembrance of old 
acquaintances. The Marshalls talk of re- 
turning home, they had expected to have 
gone back in the vessel that brings this 
letter ; but they have foregone their inten- 
tion for the present, George, however, 
was much inclined on returning, but James 
was not. I have advised them to be con- 
tent, and turn their attention to some sort 
of occupation, I have not as yet learned 
the particulars of Mr. Haye*s people but as 
soon as I do, I shcdl communicate the •facts 
to you. 

I cannot at this time give you the de- 
tailed account of our colony and Gtovernor, 
but will, be assured of it, that if God spare 
my life, give you an account of the whole 
affair, as far as I am capable, from the war 
with Gatcomba in 1841, up to the present 
tine. 

Has Mr. Blackford gone away from 
home again or not ? Where is your brother 
John, James, Lewis, and Lucious ? Please 
write me where they all are, and how your 
dear mamma is, give all of our respects to 
her and to all of your family. 

You have doubtless heard of the arrival 
of the Pons of Philadelphia, in our harbor, 
with 756 slaves on board, captured by the 
Yorktown, Capt. C. H. Bell, of Cabend, to 
the leeward of us. 
Yours with abundance of respects, 

JAMES C. MINOR, 



MoiTROTiA, Feb, 14, 1840. 

Dear Madam: — As an opportunity of- 
fers, I now embrace it» and drop you a few 
lines by way of remembrance, hoping that 
they may find you enjoying good health, a? 
they leave me and my family at the present. 
I am doins tolerable well at present, and I 
like the place very well, insomuch that I 
have married trusting, that I may do a9 
well as those who has come to this country 
years before me and are doing as well as 
can be expected. 

As regard sickness, or this being a vexf 
sickly climate, it is not so for I never has 
enjoyed bettef health in my life, then I has 
enjoyed since here I have lived. It is.veiy 
true, most all of the people who immigrate 
from America here nas to undergo a ac- 
cUmating process, I mean by that, that thej 
have the fever and in many instances it is 
very slight, only lasting not more than, two 
or three days. And if 1 were to go entirely 
by my own feelings, I can assure that 1 
have not lost three days on.account of sick* 
ness since here — I have had none properly 
speaking since i had the fever. Tell ail 
those who want to come, come — a fine 
country this is fine malicious fruits ^w 
here enough to attract the most noolest 
minds. People speaking about this country 
tell them to hush their mouths if they are 
speaking any thing disrespectful of it. If 
any man be a lazy man, he will not prosper 
in any country, bnt if you will work, you 
will five like a gentleman and Africa is the 
very country ibr the colored man. There 
are a great many colored persons I here 
that have the liberty to come but will not 
come, it is those to whom I speak. Mr, 
James and George Marshall arrived here in 
December last, m the ship Roanoke from 
Fredericksburg;, Virginia, and the immi- 
grants that came out at that time has al- 
ready planted their produce and eating of 
the same, and out two hundred and more 
immigrants; there has not more than three 
or four of them died, and they was old' 
persons I • would write you more about 
fine Africa, but I have a gob of work oa 
hand, and the person it oelong are in a 
hurry for it, and the vessel by which this 
letter is to go is expected to sail in a few 
hours.' Pleas.e to give my best respects to 
Mr. Blackford, and tell him that I would 
have wrote to him, but not knowing where 
he is, you will please to inform me in your 
next. You will give my best respects to 
all the family ana also Mr. Lucius Minor, 
also, give my respects to all my friends and 
acquaintances, and tell them 1 would have 
wrote to them, but I do not know where 
they live, they must write to me so that I 
may know where they are, and I will cer. 
tainly answer their letters, give me all th© 
news in your next. Will you please to b© 
so kind as' to write to my mother ami tejj 
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tier that I am well, I want to write to her, 
Imt I do not know where she lives, she 
must write to me, so that I may know 
where to direct my letters to her. Capt. 
C. H. Bell of the Vorktown took a slaver 
with nine handred and fifty slaves on boards 
about three degrees South of the equator. 
I very often see Dr. Pattin and Capt. Cuni- 
gum, they talk with me much about old 
Eome. I will be very glad for you to 
send me some cloth ana tobacco which 
articles demands pretty good price also 
flour and pork, such articles demand at times 
a pretty good price, as I am keeping a 
little snop and such things I want very 
much, the freight shall not cost you any 
thing. If Mr. James Marshall returns on 



a visit as he expect to do I will send you 
the money. 
I remain yours with much respect, 

ABRAHAM BLACKFORD. 

The above letters were forwarded by a 
friend for publication, hoping that the state - 
ments therein given might ^nduce a portion 
of our free colored population to seek abodes 
in the colony of Liberia, where they can 
enjoy advantages and privileges which are 
unattainable here. At the request of the 
friend who sends them, we have given thenx 
verbatim. The second letter from Black- 
ford has been improved in copying. The 
third exhibits the improvement he has de- 
rived from attending school. 



Vitcttptt of t(ye 3imtt\can ^Qion\}at\an Mocttt^f 
From the 2Qth of June, to the 20th of My, 1846. 



CONNECTICUT. 

By Rev. Samuel Cornelius : — 

Greenwich — ZenasMead,$4, Jos. 

Brush, Dr. Darius Mead, Phi* 

lander Button, EphraimMead, 

^ Sarah W. Mead, Mary Mason, 

each $2, Thos. A. Mead, Rev. 

S. B. S. Bissell, each $5, Sarah 

Lewis, $10, Josh. Ferris, Esq., 

Letitia Skelding, each $3, F. 

Knapp, Rev. B. m. Yarrington, 

Samuel Ferris, Widow Peck, 

E. P. Ferris, J. B. Brush, A. 



11 00 



1 00 

2 00 
5 00 



MAINE. 

By Capt. George Barker :— 

Gor^JA— Mrs. C. A. Robie 1 00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

By Rev. C. J. Tenney :— 

MoUU — Captain C. P. Farley, on 
account of his life membership, 
»10, Mrs. C. P. Tenney, $1. . 
VERMONT. 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy: — 

Sharon — Solomon Downer 

Rutland — William Page 

Middlebury — Hon. Peter Starr,. . . 

Burlington — Prof. George W. 
Benedict, $10, last payment on 
life membership, Mrs. R. W. 
Francis, $10, last payment on 
life membership. Deacon S. 
Hickok, $5, Dr. Peck, W. H. 
Wilkins, R. G. Cole, each $3, 
Prof. F. N. Benedict, G. B. 
Shaw, Philo Doolittle, Mrs. E. 
Buel, J. Wheeler, D. D., each 
$2, Jlirs. Paine, Prof. C. Pease, 
n. Leavenworth, H. Wheeler, 
Dr. Hatch, each $1, cash 50 cts. 49 60 

ilfi^tonFaZ^-— Alexander Dixon.. 1 00 



58 50 



R. Newman, each $1, S. L. 
Richards, 25 cts., Henry Mead, 
Esther Ferris, each 50 cents. . . 50 25 

Cancuin — Silas Beckley, $5, A. 
Lawrence, $3, John Franklin* 
S. F. Adams, G. K. Lawrence. 
George O. Catlin, H. P. Taft, 
each $1, Dr. Geo. Adams, Jacob 
Rudd, each 50 cents 14 00 

Stamford— T. Davenport, $10, J, 
W. Weeks, $5, Fred. Lock- 
wood, Mrs. Brown, S. K. Sat- 
terlee, J. D. Weeks, William 
Phyfe, each $2, Sarah Ferris» 
Bamet Andrews, Ezekiel Ar- 
cher, Edmund Scofield, Edwin 
Adams, Elizabeth Archer, Silas 
Hoyt, John Ferguson, John W. 
Leeds, each $1, Royal L. Gay, 
$1 50, W. R. Rich, 50 cents. . 36 0» 

Salisbury — John C. Coffin, Mary 
Ann Holly, Thomas Stiles» 
each $5, Timothy Chittendon» 
$3, Moore Chittendon, W. C. 
Sterling, each $2, Mr. Graham, 
Dr. Humphrey, Mrs. Chitten- 
don, T. N. Smith, Lott Norton, 
each$l 27 00 

Falls Village-^C, Ames, $5, Can- 
field & Robbins, $2 7 0t 

Sharon — Daniel Gould, Deacon 
Smith, each $5, Dr. John Sears, 
Chas. Sears, Mrs. B. H. Gould, 
each $3, George King, Abigail 
Hunt, Deacon A. Read, each 
$2, Benjamin Sears, Ann Berry, 
£. Hamlin, R. Smith, Isaac 
Lyman, A. H. Hotchkiss, G. 
H. Chase, each $1, Widow 
Lorey, 25 cts., P. H. Winches- 
ter, Mr. Ransom, F. Person, 
each 50 cents ... 33 75 
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The above, $33 75, is to con< 
stitute Rev. G. L. Brownell a 
life member. 
Cornwall — Rev. M. Maynard ... 75 

MarwinUm — Stanley CatiiD, $1, 
Rev. Mr. Benuey, 75 cents, 
Mrs. Squire, 25 cents, Wm. S. 
Goodsell, H.* L. Pond, each 50 

cents 3 00 

Gaylord's Bridge — Peter Gaylord, 
D. Giddings, W. Robberts, T. 
Gaylord, Daniel Gaylord, each 
$1, G. H. St. John, J. B. Gay- 
lord, each 75 cents, John Gay- 
lord, Warner Marsh, William 
Gaylord, each 50 cents, G. H. 
Gaylord, M. 0. Piatt, J. W. 
Bailey, each 25 cts., cash, 12 

cents * 8 87 

Z«<cA/wW— Mrs. Beach, $24, A. 

Ogden, $5. 29 00 

jr«nf— -M. Bordwell, $3, D. Corn- 
stock, Kev. Wm. W. Andrews, 
Lewis Mills, N. P. Perry, J. 
Fuller, each $1, J. R. FuJler, 
J. W. Slosson, Abigail Slosson, 
Dr. Hatch, PhUo Mills, each 
60 ce'nts, G. W. Andrews, Ruth 

St. John, each 25 cents 11 00 

Goshen — ^Erastus Lyman, $5, 
Giles Griswold, $2, Rev. L. 

, Perrin, $1 8 00 

By Rev. Levi Nelson ; — 
its6on— Collection in the First 

Ecclesiastical Society 3 00 

By Rev. C. J. Tenney : — 
Weathersfleld'^Rev, Mark Tuck- 
er, D. O., $3, £. Johnson, H. 
Bobbins, Mary Hillhouse, H. 
Wolcott, Deacon J. Goodrich, 
each $2, Ashbeil WeUs, Lydia 
Marsh, Prudence Crane, Thos. 
Havens, Celia Talcot, Lucv 
Barrett, Julia Wells, Mrs. S. 
Stillman, Robert Robbins, Mrs. 
J. Wells, Hezekiah Butler, N. 
G. Wells, each $1, Samuel Gal- 
pin, C. Coleman, Elizabeth 
Crane, William Willard, Han- 
nah Willard, L. R. Wells, Jo- 
siah Curtiss, Simeon Goodrich, 
each 50 cts, John Wells, 75 cts., 
Joseph Curtiss, 25 cts., Martha 
Butler, 37 cts., a child, 5 cts. 30 42 
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VIRGINIA. 

MiUfard MUls—Ftom a " Friend 
in Virginia " 

Westmoreland Co. —By W. Ed- 
wards, Esq., executor of Eliza- 
beth Hutts 



50 00 
75 00 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Charleston — E. L. Kerrison, Esq., 

in dry goods 

GEORGIA. 

Savannah — ^Joseph S. Fay, Esq., 
Noble A. Hardee, Esq., each 
$30, to constitute themselves 
life members ... 

OHIO. 

Springfield — Mrs. A. A. Warder, 
$5, John Inendock, $3, E. 6. 
Warder, Hon. Sampson Mason, 
Chas. Anthony, Walcott Spen- 
cer, William Coles, and Eunice 

Strong, each $1 

By Rev. Wm. Wallace :— 
Oimbridge — Collection taken in 
the Presbyterian Church 



125 00 
112 12 



60 00 



15 00 
10 00 
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NEW YORK. 

By Thomas McMullen, Es^ :— 
^/6a»y— Collection taken in the 
First Presbyterian Church. .... 26 00 

NEW JERSEY, 
By Rev. George W. Janvier : — 
puts Grove — Collection in his 
Church 15 00 



INDIANA. 

By Rev. B. T. Kavanaugh ;— 
CentreviUe — J. S. Newman, Mrs. 
M. Newman, Israel Abrams, 
each $5, M. M.Ray, $1, Rev. 
S. R. Woods, J. Myers, Rev. 
G. M. Bis wick, J. P. Dougher- 
ty. W. Widap, Dr. J. PritcheU, 
G. M. Julian, J. Stevens, L. 
Line, Mrs. Ann Stevens, S. 
Hannah, each 50 cents, Mary 
Thorp, 38 cents, J. Woods, W. 
Hams, F. L. Stevens, J. B. 
Ray, Harriet Woods, Parmela 
Ham, E. Hannah, E. Phtchett, 
Eliza Brigant, M. £. Newman, 
each 25 cents, J. Townsend, 
20 cents, A. J. Line 12 cents. 
Miss Lewis, Elizabeth Noble, 
Angeline Simons, each 10 cts.. 

Richmond — Collected from mem- 
bers of the Richmond Coloniza- 
tion Society 

Martinsville — ^J. Hastings, W. 

• Storr, W. Wilson. R. Hamilton, 
each 50 cents, J. D. Sheppard, 
W. H. Craig, G. Staffonl, A. 
Wi^inton, each 25 cents, M. 
T. Grover, 10 cents, W. Frink, 
5 cts., public collection, $4 76. 

New Jllbany-^A. H. Johnson, $5, 
Thomas Senix, $1, J. Austin, 
N. C. Moody, Rev.D. Stewart, 
Rev. F. C. Holliday, Rev. J. 
Crawford, each 50 cents, J . D. 
Rose, D. C, Seabrook, each 25 cts. 



25 00 



25 00 

2 45 



7 90 



»€• 
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ILLINOIS. 
By Porter Clay, Esq :— 
Kane — Collection in the church, 

$2 20, Col. M. Perry, 80 cts. . 
By Rev. John Stocker : — 
PrinceUm — Collection in his 

church.... , 



Jeffersonmlle — R. Curran 50 ctfl., 
w. Stephenson, W. Gilmore, 
C. Friend, J. Jones, D. Wiley, 
L. DolT)h, S. F. Rider, L. A. 
Duffield, £, Hyde, each 25 cts., 
S. Sleade, 15 cents, Waiighop, 
12 cents, W. A. Hamlin, ID 
cents 3 12 

Thomtovm—DT, O. H, Stout, A. 
]y[illigkan,MissJ. A. Jemeson, 
each $1, A. Shepherd, J. L. 
McConnell, A. Morgan, each 
50 cts., Miss M. A. Cole, Mrs. 
Benson, Rev. W. F. Ferguson, 
Mrs. Ferguson, C, West fall, Z. 
J. Emery, J. Cason, J. Karno- 
dle,each 25 cts., D. Kurworthy , 
30 cts., Mrs. M. Blue, 10 cents. 7 90 

Lebanon — JH. Landers, J. M. 
Workman, J. Ingle, L. Lane, • 
H. Blackstone, J. E. Hocker, 
W. Zion, W. Woolen, F. Utter- 
back, D. Calwell, Dr. W. P. 
Davis, R. M. Conn, G, C. 
Sheeks, S. S. Strong, J. C. 
Lane, D. Hacker, J. Adams, 
W. M. Simkins, each 26 cents, 
E. Vanhook, 20 cts., W. Mar- 
tin, J. H. Nun, J. Wells, J. 
Hacker, W. Stevenson, each 
12 cents, R. Olive. 3. Burley, 
each 10 cents . . , , , . . 5 52 



60 89 

8 00 

6 00 

9 00 



Total contributions 0764 55 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Maine. — By Capt. George Bar- 
ker — Gcrham — Josiah Pierce, 
to '47, ^3, Erastus Hayes, to 
'47, p, Nathan Burnett, to M7, 
$S. Toppan Robie, to '47, |^3.. 12 00 

Wbw HAMPitH.iRE. — By Dcacon 
Samuel Tracy — ISaih—C. C. 
Hutchiiis, to July, '47, $1 50, 
Hon. A. S Wood, to JuJy, *47, 
$1 50 3 00 

y t^RMONT .—-Bennington — Lyman 
Pacthin, by Mr. Has well, to 
Jan., 3846, SI 50. Chehca^ 
By Deacon Samuel Tracy — J. 
Smith, to July, '47, $1 DO, A. 
Blake, to July, '47, $l 50. 
.BvrHngion^Viof. H. Chaney, 
to July, "47, $1 50, Prof. Wm, 
Sh«dd, to July, '47, $1 60. . . . 7 50 



Massachusktts. — By Rev. Jos. 

Tracy — Lexington — Col. P. 

Barbank, for ]846-'46,-'47, 

$4 50, Rev. Jason Whitman, 

to July, 1847, $1 50. W4$t' 

minster — R. Merriam, to Nov., 

1849, $5. Borr*— Rev. H. 

Bond, to July, 1847, $1 50. 

Leominster — Wm. Durant, to 

July, 1847, $1 50, Augustus 

Morse, to July, 1847, ^^1 50. 

Fiichburg — Abel Simons, for 

1845,-'46, $8, Rev. Calvin Lin- 

coin, to 1847, $1 50, Dr. T. R. 

Boutelle, for 1845,.'46, $3, Dea. 

John Farwell, to 1847, f 1 50, 

Asher Green, to July, 1847, 

$3. Tcumsewd— Deacon Joel 

Adams, to July, 1846, $2 87, 

Pepperell — John Bullard, for 

1846, #1 50 31 37 

Connecticut. — By Rev. 'Q. J, 

Tenney — Weaikersfield — Nath. 

Kelly, to 3l8t May, 1847, $1. 

Greenwich — By Rev. Samuel 

Cornelius — Jos. Brush, to Jan., 

'47, 9;3, Zenas Mead, to Jan., 

'47, $3, Zacheus Mead, jr., to 

Jan., '47, $3, Thos. A. Mead, 

to Jan., '46, $1 50, Augustus 

Mead, to Jan,, '47, $3. Gay- 
lord's Bridge — J. J. Graves, to 

July, '46, #9 75. WoLcottvUle-^ 

John Hungerford, in full, $5. . 29 25 ' 
New York.— J5i?mra-From Rev. 

P. H. Fowler, to Jan., 1851, 

810. N. York my—By Capt. 

George - Barker — from sundry 

Sersons, ^22. Rochester — L. 
I rooks, to Jan., '47, $6. Fart 
Plain — ^Dr. Joshua Webster, to 
June, '46, $3 41 00 

Pennsylvania.. — Meativille — S. 
Barlow, deceased, by bis ad- 
ministrator, Arthur Cullum, 
from Jan., 1843, to Sept., 1846, 
f5 .*... 5 00 

GEoitGiA. — By Rev. Thomas C. 
Penning — Savannah — Noble A. 
Hardee, $1 60, Joseph S. Fay, 
$\ 50, Seaborn Goodall, $1 50, 
to July, '47 4 60 

Ohio. — Ohio Oity — Rich. Lord, 
to Jan., 1848, $3 3 00 

Indiana. — iVajooJ«on— R. Fletch- f 

er, Esq., for 1845, «aiitted in 
June number, ^1 50 1 50 

Illinois. — Sparta- -ihmtz Baird, 
to Jan., '47, $1 1 00 

Total Repositoijr 139 12 

Total Contributions '. 764 55 

Aggregate Amount. .$803 67 
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We observe in the proceedings of 
•a late Abolition Convention in Ohio, a 
resolution was passed denouncing the 
Ameiican Colonization Society, be- 
cause its proceedings had a tendency 
to aggravate the injustice with which 
the free colored people are treated 
in this country. The same objection 
has been made to the Society by 
some of the colored people them- 
selves. At a meeting held by them 
last winter in Cleveland, a very bit- 
ter spirit was manifested towards the 
whites ; resolutions were passed, re- 
solving, that they were entitled to all 
the privileges and immunities enjoy- 
ed by the whites, and pledging them- 
selves never to rest, until they shall 
have redressed their wrongs, and 
gained their rights ; and then they 
gave a fling at the Colonization So- 
ciety, as the great antagonist which 
they had to meet and put down, be- 
fore their color and tJiemselves could 
stand erect in this country. 

If we mistake not, it can be shown, 
that they*have greatly misapprehend- 
ed the natural effects of the proceed- 
17 



ings, of which they so bitterly com- 
plain. It is impossible to deny, that 
the colored race have suffered griev- 
ous wrongs from the whites. But it 
is not true, that there is any tehdency 
in either the principles or the opera- 
tions of colonization, to perpetuate 
these wrongs. On the contrary, it 
seems to afford almost the only means 
of redressing them. This will ap- 
pear from the following considera- 
tions : 

1. The schema of colonization 
tends to correct false ideas of the 
natural capabilities of the colored race* 

It is a fact, we believe denied by 
none, that there prevails generally a 
very strong prejudice against the co- 
lored race. This prejudice assumes 
various shades or degrees of strength. 
In some persons it amounts to little 
more than a dislike to associate with 
persons in an inferior condition in life. 
In others, it rises to a denial of their 
proper humanity and places them 
among the brute creation ; denying 
that they can ever become enlighten- 
ed, Mr. Hope, in his book on ** The 
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origin and prospects of man," says, 
that " The Bushmen at the Cape of 
Good Hope, are not possessed even of 
the intelligence of slaves ; crouching 
like monkey s,they exhibit an unmean- 
ing grin, or an inarticulate chatter." 
He then endeavors to show that the 
human race is divided into distinct 
kinds : the superior of which are 
destroying the inferior, as they have 
a natural right to dc^, and that the ne- 
groes of Africa generally hold that 
rank in creation which fits them to be 
hewers of wood and dvawers of water, 
and renders it impossible for them 
even to rise above these menial oc- 
cupations. 

Whatever, therefore, tends to re- 
move this prejudice and correct these 
false ideas, is so far a benefit to the 
race. The time has come, when 
through the agency of colonization, 
sounder principles will force them- 
selves upon the public mind, and the 
little republic of Liberia will prove a 
field for the triumphant develop- 
ment of the colored man's capacity. 

Two things seem indispensable to 
the proper elevation of any people : 
they must be secured in the due en- 
joyment of the soil, with titles good 
against the world, and they must also 
have a fair share in their own gov- 
ernment. In this respect Libeiria is 
eminently deserving of approbation. 
Th^re, industry is encouraged by the 
right of absolute ownership of the 
soil being vested in those who cul- 
tivate it, and good government is 
advanced by the power of every kind 
being entrusted to the people them- 



selves. In this respect, Liberia is a 
vast improvement on the plans adopt- 
ed by all other nations, which have 
meddled with Africa. They have re- 
tained the authority in the hands of 
white men ; and their colonies have 
assumed the aspect of having been 
planted, and of being continued for 
the benefit of the government at 
home^ rather than for the elevation 
and advancement of the colored peo- 
ple themselves. Liberia, on the con- 
trary, is all for them. It is designed 
to show what they can do for them- 
selves. They are made there to rely 
upon themselves. They are respon- 
sible for all that is arduous, and all 
that is honorable in their own gov- 
ernment. There is thus presented 
to them every possible inducement 
to improve their condition, and 
thereby to increase their respecta- 
bility. 

The present degraded character of 
the colored people, is the legitimate 
consequence of their degraded con- 
dition. Whoever would improve 
their character, must first better their 
condition. If they are to be made 
intelligent and learned, the avenues of 
knowledge must be thrown op^n to 
them, and they must be placed in cir- 
cumstances where they can command 
both the time and the means of ac- 
quiring an education. If they are to 
be made moral and virtuous, they 
must be allowed to feel the ordinary 
incentives to morality, and to experi- 
ence the reward of virtue. If they 
are to be induced to follow other pur- 
suits than such as are low and gro- 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



^^^^^^^^o^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



^^^^^^^^^^^N^^^^^N^^to 



1846.] 



Prospects of our Colored Population. 



267 



veiling, they must be allowed free ac- 
cess to all the objects of a generous 
ambition, and they must be able to 
reap the rewards of honest labor. 

If these things are true, then Li- 
beria stands far above comparison, as 
it respects the advantages which it 
confers on its inhabitants. There is 
no other country or situation, where 
they are placed in circumstances so 
favorable to the development of their 
natural capacities, where so much is 
done to redress the wrongs inflicted 
on their race for centuries past, 
where such arguments can be pro- 
duced to establish their capacity of 
self-government and to correct the 
false ideas which have prevailed re- 
specting their natural talents and their 
relative rights and privileges. 

We can point to Liberia and chal- 
lenge the world to produce any thing 
like it! There are MEN there! 
Men, who would be acknowledged 
such in any society, in any emergen- 
cy. Jl/cn, who have been made 
what they are by the part which they 
have been called on to act, in the 
great events which have been trans- 
piring there for the last twenty years ! 
Their condition has been elevated, 
and consequently their respectability 
has been greatly improved ! Their 
establishment in a successful repub- 
lican government administered by 
themselves, not only blesses them- 
selves and their children, but it also 
reacts to elevate the standing and 
improve the character of the rest of 
their race. From their home on 
those shores, there comes a light to 



beam upon the degradation of their 
kindred every where. It enables 
any one who chooses to solve that 
most difficult of problems, "How. 
can their condition be permanently 
improved?" 

One of the noblest achievements 
of colonization is its influence on the 
public sentiment touching the capabi- 
lities of the colored race. Nothing 
therefore can be more unreasonable 
than the opposition to it, which we 
noticed in the commencement of this 
article. 

2. Another consideration, showing 
the extreme unreasonableness of op- 
position to colonization on the part 
of the colored people or their friends, 
is found in the fact, that emigration 
is a voluntary thing. None of them 
are obliged to go to Liberia, and 
none would go, if they considered it 
injurious to them. They can remain 
in this country if they choose. And 
they can pursue whatever measures 
they please* for the improvement of 
themselves and their children. The 
number who choose to emigrate and 
actually do leave the country, is sa 
small compared with the whole num* 
ber left behind, as not sensibly to di- 
minish their influence or weaken their 
strength. Whatever plans of per* 
sonal improvement they devise, and 
whatever arrangements for their in- 
dividual elevation they may desire to 
make, cannot be defeated for want of 
numbers, or for want of the assist- 
ance of those who have emigrated to 
Liberia. • 

However tender the consideration 
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which the interests of the colored 
people demand, the plans and ope- 
rations of colonization cannot, as 
we conceive, be prejudicial to them. 
Kindly action promotes kindly feel- 
ing. If through the motives pre- 
sented by the Society, a large class 
of the community are brought to act 
with a spirit of benevolence toward 
the colored people, they will by the 
same means be brought to think ten- 
derly of them. A kind and valuable 
public sentiment will thus be ga- 
thered around those who remain in 
this country as well as those who 
become citizens of Liberia. 

3. A third consideration, showing 
that the colored people can have 
no reasonable objection to coloniza- 
tion, may be found in the great and 
benign influence which it exerts on 
the millions of their race yet re- 
maining in .Africa. If they claim 
to be a part of the human family, 
they must have some peculiarly warm 
and affectionate feelings towards 
their own particular branch bf that 
family. This is natural. It is to be 
expected. They are bound together 
by color, by natural constitution, by 
a common ancestry, and by the va- 
rious sympathies which intertwine 
the hearts of the same clan or tribe. 
They will hardly deny that this is 
the case. They certainly cannot say 
that it ought not to be. They ought 
to feel for their race, as nobody else 
can feel for it. They ought to be 
penetrated with a benevolence for 
the millions in Africa who are shroud- 
ed by the darkest pall of heathen- 
ism, superstition and moral death. 



They ought to be awake to the woes 
and the sorrows which are the daily 
and hourly' portion of their fellow 
men about to become the victims of 
the slave trade. And they ought to 
have some tender concern for the 
50,000,000 of slaves, who in Africa 
endure all the hardships of a bond- 
age incalculably more galling than is 
to be found in any other part of the 
world. 

Well, now, if they do feel thus, 
where is the evidence of the fact? 
What are they doing for their race 
in Africa ? What liberal things have 
they devised ? What schemes of be- 
nevolence are they prosecuting ? If 
they are not doing any thing, where 
is the evidence that they sltb feeling 
any thing ? And if they are thus 
destitute of feeling, ought they not 
to be ashamed of themselves ? 

Why, look at the facts. Here is a 
Society prosecuting a work which 
bears directly on the welfare of Afri- 
ca. For whatever may be said of 
the hardship which is imposed upon 
the colored people who leave this 
country and go to Liberia, and of the 
injustice that is thereby done them 
and others who remain in this coun- 
try, no one has even yet had the pre- 
sumption to say that the establish- 
ment of Liberia was not a blessing to 
Africa. Its beneficial tendencies 
and redeeming capabilities have ne- 
ver been questioned. It is a blessing 
to Africa. Thousands and thousands 
have already risen up and called it 
blessed. It is the first successful 
attempt that has ever been made to 
introduce the light of civilization and 
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Christi&nity into ihs^t land. It is the 
only effectual means which- has ever 
been devised of arresting and entirely 
abolishing the slave trade. It holds 
out the only fair promise that Africa 
shall ever arise from the dust, put on 
the garb and wear the attire of rege- 
ncFated humanity, and assume a re- 
spectable and respected rank among 
the nations of the earth. 

And yet here are men who of all 
others ought to be the most deeply 
interested in all these vast achieve- 
ments, opposing with their might 
and main this only scheme of good ! 
The very men, who by reason of 
their physical constitution, or their 
superior intelligence and advantages, 
are capable of performing immeasu- 
rable good for their race, in Africa, 
and who of all others ought to feel 
deeply for their woes, and throw 
themselves with all their influence 
into the opened channel of useful- 
ness, are here found using every 
means in their power to thwart the 
good proposed, and to destroy the 
last hope of their race ! The work 
the Society is striving to accomplish 
is identified with the dearest and 
most valuable interests of the co- 
lored man every where, as well as 
with the objects of humanity and 
the benevolent designs of Christian 
effort. It is an undertaking suffi- 
ciently great to demand the treasures 
of a nation to carry it forward, while 
in fact, the entire responsibility and 
the whole burden rests on the private 
liberality of a few individuals. And 
yet, forsooth, many of the colored 



people oppose it, on the ground of 
its inefficiency and inadequacy to 
perform the great work contemplated, 
while they themselves are doing 
every thing in their power to de- 
stroy what little strength it has ! 
Surely they could not pursue a poli- 
cy more adverse to their dearest in- 
terest. 

We trust the time is not distant 
when they will review their proceed- 
ings and arrive at some juster con- 
ceptions of what makes for their 
present peace and their future hap* 
piness. If they will but look at the 
facts in the case, we are sure they 
will change their opinions. They 
must see that colonization opens the 
most cheering prospects for their 
race : that it comprehends the conti- 
nent of Africa, and her scattered 
children in every part of the world : 
that it proposes to accomplish this 
good, by removing them from be- 
neath the shadow of, and from 
competition with, a more enlightened 
race, and placing them in an inde- 
pendent government of their own, 
where all that is beautiful and lovely 
in education and religion, shall be 
spread out before them to awaken 
their hopes and call into exercise 
tlieir energies as men and as immor- 
tal beings, and to inspire them with 
a laudable ambition of personal and 
national improvement. Oh, if they 
would but cast their entire influence 
in favor of the Society and its ope- 
rations, how would the work ad- 
vance, how would " the desert re- 
joice and blossom as the rose/' until 
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the world should look with admiring 
approbation on the grand results 
achieved. 

From the preceding facts and rea- 
sonings, we think, it is manifest that 
the free colored people ought not to 
oppose colonization. That t|iey 
should do so is matter of astonish- 
ment. Sometime since the inhabi- 
tants of Liberia addressed a letter to 
their brethren in this country, in 
which, after giving the reasons why 
they were contented in ' their new 
homes, and exhibiting the privileges 
and advantages which they enjoyed 
and which were held out to all others 
who would come there, thev add • 
" Judge, then, of the feelings with 
which we hear the motives and do- 
ings of the Colonization Society tra- 
duced, and that, too, by men too ig- 
norant to know what the Society has 
accomplished; too weak to look 
through its plans and intentions ; or 
too dishonest to acknowledge either,^^ 
Though we should not probably use 
as expressive language as that, yet 
we can sympathize in the feelings 
which prompted it. 

It is not a part of our design, at the 
present, to refer to the condition of 
the free colored people in this coun- 
try, and therefrom to draw any argu- 
ment in favor of Liberia. We how- 
ever cannot withhold the expression 
of a reflection or two which have 
arisen in our minds in view of the 
treatment which the ** Randolph 
Negroes" have lately received in 
Ohio. We call the abolitionists and 
the colored people to record that it 



was neither the spirit nor the opera- 
tion of -colonization which opposed 
their settlement in a free State. It 
was not colonization men who drove 
them back. We have not, to the best 
of our recollection, received a dollar 
from those counties for years. While, 
therefore, we know that colonization 
stands pure and stainless in this and 
similar cases, we are compelled to 
admonish the colored people, that 
continued trouble, depression and 
degradation awaits them in this coun- 
try. In vain and for nought do they 
spend their strength in resisting the 
tide of public sentiment and public 
industry and enterprise, which will 
not cease until they are crowded out 
of every lucrative employment in 
the country. 

What has been the result of their 
resistance thus far.^ Have they 
gained one single point for which 
they have been contending? Have 
they put down one particle of the 
prejudice against them } Are they 
any nearer equality of right and inter- 
course than they were years and 
years ago ? Why, look at the faots- 
In no State have they been more de- 
termined, made more vigorous efforts 
and been more sanguine of success, 
than in Ohio. And what has been 
the result? Let the treatment the 
** Randolph negroes" have received, 
tell ! Let the fate of a company 
taken from Western Virginia into one 
of those fiercely abolition counties 
in Ohio, where such opposition was 
made to their settling, that the person 
who had them in charge, left them in 
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the public road at midnight and fled, 
teil ! Let the law passed originally 
in consequence of the excitement 
created by them in the State, and 
ever since retained upon the statutes 
despite all their efforts to have it an- 
nulled, making it almost impossible 
for them to come from any other State 
and settle in Ohio, tell ! Where are 
the evidences of their advancement ? 
If, in the last fifteen years, all their 
zeal and public meetings, and publi- 
cations and societies, have not been 
sufficient to retain- them in as good a 
condition as they were before, how 
long will it take, and with how much 
zeal and labor, to advance them 
to that thorough equality with the 
whites which they claim as their 
right ? 

In illustration of this inquiry, there 
is one (very interesting ? to them, 
doubtless,) fact to which we would 
call their earnest consideration. It 
relates to the wide distinction be- 
tween a run-away slave and a/rce 
negro. The one is an object of inter- 
est and feeling, who meets with sym- 
pathy all the way to Canada. The 
other is nothing but a ^^poor negro^^^ 
not fit for good neighborhood, any 
where in Ohio, The run-away 
slave has but to tell his story, and 
the door is opened to him for shelter 
by day, and at night he is brought 
on his journey! The free negro 
may struggle for himself, if he is in 
the State and cannot be driven out, 
and \f he is out and wants to get m, 
he may do it if he can, but at his 
peril! The rufi-'aw«y slave is pa- 



raded about at public meetings in the 
North and in Europe, while the free 
negco has no such marks of honor 
and respect shown to him. 

It is wonderful that the free co- 
lored people of Ohio have never 
thought of this great difference be- 
tween themselves .and those whom 
they consider not half as good as 
themselves, who do not, in their es- 
timation, belong to the ** first circle'' 
at all ! Or if they have thought of it, 
strange it is that they have not at- 
tempted to account for it. Would it not 
be well for thejn to inquire whether 
the whites would make as many 
sacrifices to help on the run-away 
slaves if their destination was not 
Canada but Ohio ? Would the same 
sympathy be felt and shown for them, 
if they were to settle down in any 
one of the counties along " their un^ 
der-ground rail-road^^ as they have 
been pleased to term it, and compete 
with the laborers already there t 
There can be but one reply made to 
these inquiries. How much of the 
feeling for the run-away slave con- 
sists in spite toward hid late master^ 
we will not pretend to say. One 
thing is awfully certain, those who 
are already free, and out of danger, 
fare infinitely worse than those who 
are just escaping from slavery. We 
lately knew a free family, on their 
way to a free State, where only they 
could remain free, in utter want and 
suffering, and not a particle of assists 
ance could they get from the avowefl 
and determined friends and helpers 
of the run-away slave. Coloniza- 
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tionists actually had to relieve their 
wants and help them to their desired 
home. In the name of humanity \ 
we demand the reason for this differ- 
ei\ce ! We demand to know what is 
the value of that sympathy for the 
colored man, which fails whenever 
his interests come in contact with 
those of the sympathiser ? And in 
view of these facts, what hope is there 
that the people of color, now called 
free^ will ever, in this country, attain 
the rights and privileges which they 
are now struggling for and demand- 
ing ? How is it possible for them to 
dream that they can ever enjoy a 
comfortable, a safe and quiet home in 
this country, and possess that share 
in the management of public affairs, 
which alone can make them feel and 
act as men and as citizens ? 

We had written thus far, when the 
last number of the Journal of the Ma- 
ryland Colonization Society came to 
hand, and stopping to look over its 
pages, our eye lit upon the following 
article which is so apposite to the 
subject in hand, and so well and 
forcibly expressed, that we insert it 
entire. It shows that they and we 
have heen thinking of the same 
things, and have come to the same 
conclusions : 

Prospects of Colored People 
IN THE Free States. — *' John Ran- 
dolph's Slaves. — ^The citizens of 
Mercer county, Ohio, are objecting 
to the project of a settlement there 
of John Randolph's negroes. The 
excitement among them is high, and 
it is said that force of arms will be 
used if necessary, to prevent it." — 
Public Papers. 



Now it strikes us, that the above 
speaks about as plain as common 
preaching, that the free colored peo- 
ple of these United States are not ex- 
actly free, to make a home where 
they please, and we think they will 
begin to have a realizing sense of 
this by-and-by. 

The colonization of these people 
on the Coast of Atfrica was predicated 
upon the presumption — upon the fact, 
that they never can enjoy civil, politi- 
cal and social freedom and equality 
in contact with the Anglo-Saxon, or 
any branch of the Caucasian or white 
race, inhabiting this continent ; and 
for this, the colonizationist has been 
denounced as being inimical to the 
colored race, as being actuated by a 
desire to expatriate and banish them 
to' a distant land. They and then* 
false friends, the abolitionists, declare 
that this feeling of opposition to their 
advancement in this country is fos- 
tered and kept alive by the coloniza- 
tionists, in order that they may be 
forced to emigrate. What can be more 
absurd than such an assertion ? What 
have the colonizationists to gain by 
giving their money to carry people to 
Africa, and building dwellings, school- 
houses, chuiches and other public 
buildings, for their use ? What spe- 
cial emolument will accrue to such 
men as McDonogh, Goodwin, Wit- 
son and others, for liberating their 
slaves and sending them to Africa? 
How can the acts of such men, giv- 
ing up their property as they evident- 
ly do for the benefit of the colored 
race, instigate the masses of the Isk 
boring white population to protest 
against the peaceful settlement of 
liberated slaves from Virginia in the 
State of Ohio, on soil purchased by 
their own funds ? Just examine inta 
the facts of the movement as noticed 
in the above paragraph, and we will 
venture to say that not one in tt^renty 
of the people protesting against the 
admission and settlement of the slaves^ 
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were friends of African colonization. 
Such acts spring not from coloniza- 
tion, or any other factitious influen- 
ces ; — they come from a deeper source 
— from the unalterable laws of our 
nature. On terms of equality two 
separate and distinct races never did 
nor can inhabit the same soil without 
amalgamation. And will the white 
and colored races amalgamate in this 
country ? That black man who was 
beaten nearly to death and driven from 
his home in a free State a few weeks 
since, for marrying a white woman, 
does not think they will soos. 

We should think, that acts like 
that of the citizens of Mercer county, 
above quoted, continually repeated in 
the free States, would have some in- 
fluence upon the minds of sensible, 
•reflecting colored people. We should 
think they would inevitably be forc- 
ed to acknowledge that the position, 
taken by the colonizationists, is the 
only course of true friendship for 
them-— that their frequently reiterated 
assertion, that there is, and can be no 
secure and permanent home for them 
in this country, is the truth, although 
perhaps an unwelcome one ; and we 
trust the faithful wounds of the friend 
will yet be more acceptable to them 
than the kisses of the deceitful enemy. 

We have lately received a letter 
from an esteemed correspondent in 
Ohio, in which he says, "There*isa 
very prevalent prejudice among our 
colored people against the noble en- 
4erpris6 of colonization, and it seems 
almost impossible to induce them to 
attend to its claims. ^ colored Bap- 
tist preacher cf our city prays 
God regularly that he may never be 
convinced of the righteousness of 
African Colonization ! " We shall 
take measures to put this number 
of our Repository into his hands. 



But we have no expectation of con>- 
vincing him. We should consider his 
case almost hopeless ; entirely so, 
were it not that we have known some 
just such as he, have their eyes opened 
and made to feel the truth and to act 
under its power. He may yet live 
to be '* convinced even against his 
will," by a process not at all agreea- 
ble. 

The last accounts which we have 
received of the prospects of the " Ran- 
dolph negroes " inform us that some 
of them had been allowed to remain 
about Troy and Sydney — that the 
others were to be scattered along the 
canal, wherever they could find a 
farmer who wanted hands, a mechanic 
who wanted '*a boy," or where- 
ever they could be " stuck douon " 
in little squads, or broken fragments 
of families ! What a prospect for 
them ! What a dashing with bitter- 
ness all their hopes of freedom ! 
They have been born on the same 
plantation, accustomed to associate 
with each other, have constituted, as 
it were, one family, and have been 
cared about, and provided for« by 
others. Now they are driven from 
place to place ; they are separated 
from each other ; a few of them, ou* 
of sheer pity, are allowed to remain 
here^ a few of them are sent there be- 
cause some one wants their labor; 
their children are scattered about, 
with no possibility of their being edu- 
cated, or ever rising ' to any thing 
above what their parents are ; and 
all that seems to be desired of them 
is that those who have allowed them 
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to stop, may get as much out of them 
as possible, and all that is feared, is 
that they will ultimately become a 
tax to the county ! It is difiicult to 
imagine any situation more degrading 
than this ! And yet this is freedom, 
in a/rcc State ! Let any one con- 
trast it with what would have been 
their condition if they had gone to 
Liberia^ and he cannot fail to be con- 
vinced that colonization is the true 
friend of the colored man. 

It may be, that some one will be 
disposed to say, that only in Ohio 
could they have met with such treat- 
ment. That other northern States 
would have been more kind to them. 
Perhaps it would have been so ; but 
we confess we have our doubts. It 
is a fact that none can dispute, that 
wherever the colored people at the 
North live together in large masses, 
there are constant feuds between them 
and the whites. It is a fact, that no- 
where are they cherished and en- 
couraged, unless they can be made 
thereby a convenience and a help to 
the whites. It is a fact, that when- 
ever they enter occupations in which 
they must necessarily come in com- 
petition with the white laborers, they 
are soon crowded out and shoved off. 
Look for example in the city of New 
York. A few years ago, a vast body 
of the laborers there were colored 
men. Now where are they ? Who 
can find a dray, or a cart, or a hack 
driven by a colored man } Where 
are the vast majority of colored peo- 
ple in the city } None can deny that 
they are sunken much lower than 



they were a few years ago, and are 
compelled to pursue none but the 
meanest avocations I 

And now let it be remembered 
that New York is a place that claims 
to feel and do immensely for the 
slave. What do they feel and think 
of the/rec negro f Let it be remem- 
bered too, that this process of de- 
pression has been going* on at the 
very same time that all their socio- 
ties .have been organizing, all their 
publications issuing forth, and all 
their energies taxed for the benefit, as 
they say, of the colored race ! At the 
same time that the colored people 
have themselves heen asserting their 
rights, demanding to be elevated; 
claiming equality of privileges, and 
resolving not to rest until they en- 
joyed it, they have been actually los- 
ing the station and prospects which 
they had, and sinking into meaner 
occupations and less lucrative em- 
ployments ! Where is all this to end ? 

The day is undoubtedly coming 
when every desirable business in this 
country will be entirely monopolized 
by the whites. The rapid increase of 
our population, the immense inflow 
of foreigners, who must labor or 
starve, and who know how to labor 
to advantage, and whose labor and 
time are vastly more valuable than 
colored people's, give strong proof 
that the day is not far distant 
when the whites will absorb every- 
thing, and for their own comfort and 
safety, aye, for their own subsist- 
ence, the colored people will be ob- 
liged to seek some other country. 
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This result may not be for years, but 
it must come. It is as fixed as des- 
tiny. Premonitions of its approach 
are now given in every city in the 
Union. There population throngs, 
laborers' are abundant, and white la- 
bor is rapidly driving out all colored 
labor. This process will certainly 
go on until the result will be the en- 
tire exclusion of the free people of 
color from every honest and honora- 
ble means of a livelihood. 

We would anticipate this result, 
and prepare a home for them ; we 
would have them aroused to the re- 
ality of its approach, and take some 
steps to save themselves and their 
children from the certain wretched- 
ness and degradation which awaits 
them. It is a sublime, a glorious 
thought, that there is a land they 
can call their own, where natural 
causes will exclude their rival- 
ry, and where every thing com- 
bines to enable them to recover them- 
selves from the ruin of generations, 
and to exhibit to the world the spec- 



tacle of a free and happy republic of 
colored men, on the coast of Africa, 
having emerged from their load of 
misery, and made unspeakable ad- 
vancement in all the arts of civilized 
life and refined society ! 

It is therefore with a confidence 
which has no check and no faulter- 
ing, that we advocate colonization as 
the only practicable remedy for the 
ills which at present betide the co- 
lored race. And whether they think 
well of it or not, is a matter of no 
consequence to us, so far as our 
duty is concerned. Another genera- 
tion of men must come upon the 
stage, before the end will be of the 
mischievous influence which haS 
been exerted upon them by those 
who have cried '* peace, peace, to 
them, when there was no peace.' 
But a time will come, when they 
will set a proper estimate on the la- 
bors which colonizationists have 
performed for the improvement of 
their social, moral and political con- 
dition. 
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We would call particular attention 
to the following article from the Ma- 
ryland Colonization Journal, as illus- 
trating and enforcing many of the 
views taken in the preceding article : 

" Black Dignitaries. — There are 
two colored governors (?) in Liberia : 
Buchanan at Liberia proper, and Rus- 
worm at Bassa Cove. They are, in 
fact, more the agents of a Society, 
than the Executives of respective 
provinces." 



We copy the above short, discon- 
nected paragraph from an exchange 
paper, and what paper, we defy any 
dyed-in-the-wool brother Yankee to 
guess — the first time trying. It is 
hard to conceive of an editor so igno- 
rant, as to couple so many mis-state- 
ments in the short space of seven lines, 
and at the same time base enough to 
give such a gratuitous, unprovoked 
left-handed fling at the officers of the 
Liberia colonies. It can be suppos- 
ed to emanate only from some pure 
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slavery disciple of the Darwin school, 
who maintains the opinion that the 
colored race is but a connecting link 
between the human species and the 
quadrumane. It must be considered 
a mere passing scornful kick of the 
high-born Carolinean at the poor 
nigs, on seeing them presumptuously 
paraded before the public with titles, 
by the colonizationists. But not so, 
the above precious morceau comes 
from the pen of the colored editor of 
a paper called " The Mystery,'' pub- 
lished in Pittsburgh — at least it ap- 
pears in the columns of that paper as 
an editorial, spaced and without quo- 
tation. And why, it will be asked, 
should a colored man be disposed to 
sneer at honors bestowed upon others 
of his own race ? The writer per- 
haps can answer better than we. 
We only know that the most intelli- 
gent colored men that we have come 
in contact with in this country, are 
disposed not only to declaim against 
and abuse the Colonization Societies, 
but to slander, vilify and injure their 
brethren who have seen fit to emi- 
grate to Liberia. We blame no man 
for not emigrating or for opposing the 
scheme of African Colonization, if 
he can do so after a fair examination 
of its merits ; but those who take it 
upon themselves to denounce the 
Society, to injure the colonies and 
dissuade the more ignorant from 
emigration, without having fully ex- 



amined the subject, and making them- 
selves well acquainted wilh the cha- 
racter of the colonies, and the actual 
condition of its inhabitants, assume 
a most fearful responsibility, and 
sooner or later will come to a heavy 
reckoning. 

The writer of the above paragraph 
must be either an ignoramus or a wil- 
ful slanderer of his own race — proba- 
bly a little of both. Had he given 
himself the trouble to obtain any 
information concerning Liberia, he 
would have knOwn that " Buchanan" 
was a white man, and that he died 
some four years since; that "Bas- 
sa,'' including the " Cove," is one 
of the counties of ** Liberia proper 9" 
that " Russworm" is governor of 
** Maryland, in Liberia," some three 
hundred miles distant from " Bassa." 
He would have known that the co- 
lored governor of *' Liberia proper" 
is invested with more plenary pow- 
ers than any governor of a state or 
territory under the American Gov- 
ernment, and that the legislature of 
the colony have full power to make 
and repeal all laws, regulating the 
internal affairs of the colony, and its 
foreign relations. Had he been ac- 
customed to peruse a file of either of 
the Liberia papers, he would have 
found little of idle gasconade or ma- 
lignant aspersions, and we would 
it recommend to him some little honest, 
I candid investigation of the subject. 



Sait fr0m ixhtxxa. 



The barque Chatham, which was 
chartered by the New York Coloni- 
zation Society to carry supplies to 
Liberia for the ** Pons recap tives,'' 
returned to the p«rt of New York 
on the 8th ult. She left Monrovia 
on the 30th of June. The following 
extracts from the letter of Gov. Ro- 



berts, and the extracts from the Li- 
beria papers, on another page, con- 
tain all the intelligence of interest : 

Government House, 

Monrovia^ June 25, 1846, 

Sir: — ^I am happy to be able to 

inform you that the commissioners, 

despatched not long since, of which 

you have been advised, to treat with 
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the natives for territory, have suc- 
ceeded quite as well as I had any 
reason to expect, indeed, beyond my 
most sanguine hopes. 

I have the honor herewith to trans- 
mit to you copies of deeds for ten 
tracts of country purchased from the 
native chiefs; commencing at the 
south-east termination of our pur- 
chase from the Blue Barra tribe, 
and extending along the coast about 
eighty miles, embracing all the terri- 
tory, except Settra Kroo, lying be- 
tween Little Kroo and Little Sestors 
inclusive ; alsa eight miles of sea- 
coast, farther north, embracing all 
the Tassoo and Baffoo Bay territory. 

In the package with the deeds you 
will find account of sales of the 
merchandise received by the Roan- 
oke for the purchase of territory, ex- 
cepting eight hogsheads of tobacco, 
still . remaining on hand. Also ac- 
count current, showing the manner 
in which the proceeds have been 
disbursed. You will perceive that 
we have exceeded the amount of 
sales about ten hundred and ainety- 
eight dollars, and stand pledged to 
certain chiefs in the sum of four hun- 
dred and seventv-two dollars. 

I feel pretty sanguine, that with 
the twenty thousand dollars, we shall 
be able to secure all the territory we 
need. I am, at present, more con- 
cerned about New Cesters, Trade 
Town, and Settra Kroo, than any 
other points along the coast. The 
slavers at the former, and . foreign 
traders at the latter places, are doing 
all in their power to arrest our ne- 
gotiations with the natives. 

We shall, however, no doubt, suc- 
ceed; though we may, in conse- 
quence of such interference, have to 
pay a pretty round sum. Grand 
Cape Mount we must also have, if 
practicable. I hope after the arrival 
of the next vessel with supplies, 
soon to be able to give a good ac- 
count of our doings. 



By the barque «* Chatham," which 
ariived here on the 8th inst., I had 
the pleasure to receive your favor of 
April 24th, also a copy of your com- 
munication of March 27th, the origi- 
nal of which you forwarded via Eng- 
land, which, by the way, has not 
been received. 

The Legislative council will as- 
semble in Monrovia on the 13th prox- 
imo, to consider the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Board of Directors of the 
American Colonization Society at 
their last meeting, touching the sove- 
reignty of Liberia. 

I think, sir, no fear need be enter- 
tained by our friends in the United 
States, in regard to the possibility that 
the people of these colonies may^ at 
some future time, be coaxed into a 
dependence on the British Govern- 
ment; or that any difficulty is likely 
to arise between the colonists and the 
Society in regard to sending emigrants 
to the colony. I believe the citizens 
of Liberia are determined to maintain 
an independent government; and 
will encourage emigration by every 
means in their power. 

Mr. Ware has opened a school at 
Kentucky, according to instructions 
received from Mr. Cowan by the 
*' Rothschild," for the reception of 
native as well as American children, 
and has in attendance a goodly num- 
ber of each class. His health, how- 
ever, is still feeble, and will not al- 
low him to devote a great deal of his 
time to the school. I shall forward 
his receipts as directed. 

I have noted your remarks in re- 
gard to the provision made for the 
education of the children and youth 
landed from the *' Pons," and shall 
call the attention of the Legislature 
to the subject. The gentlemen ap- 
pointed under the law, to look after 
the welfare of these apprentices, are 
men of character and firmness, and 
may be depended upon for the faith- 
ful discharge of their duties. 
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Mr. Marville Smith, from Shaw- 
neetown, Illinois, who came to the 
colony in the ** Mariposa," is- living 
and well, and I think has lost none 
of his family ; he received a letter 
from his friends by the Chatham, 
and will, I presume, return an an- 
swer by this opportunity. 

Mr. Whittlesey's letter is received. 
I have not time to write him by this 
opportunity. Will you please in- 
form him, that I shall be happy to 
serve him in any way in my power, 
and at an early day will endeavor to 
make some collections in natural 
science and forward them to Profes- 
sor St. John, Cleveland, Ohio. 

The emigrants by the'* Roanoke,'' 
are getting along pretty well ; fifteen 
of the whole number have died, most- 
ly children, the remainder may be 
considered out of danger, though 
some of them are suffering with chills 
and fevers, which will perhaps follow 
them through the rainy season. 
Those by the *' Rothschild" are also 
doing as well as could be expected. 
All have had a first attack of fever, 
six have died, two very old women, 
two children and two young men, — 
the others are convalescent and likely 
to do well. 



II 



Rev. Mr. Hoyt has prevailed on 
my brother, Henry, to accompany 
Mrs, Hoyt, who is in bad health, 
and returns in this vessel to the 
United States. Can it be arranged, 
sir, for him to remain in the United 
States a year, to complete his studies, 
and attend one or two courses of lec- 
tures ? Any service you may render 
him will be thankfully acknowledged 
by me,and I will see that the Society 
is reimbursed any amount you may 
spend on his account, for the accom- 
plishment of the object stated above. 

You shall hear from me by the 
first opportunity after the meeting of 
the Legislature. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

Your ob't servant, 
J. J. ROBERTS. 
Rev. Wm. McLain, 

Secj ^c, Am. CoL Society. 

P. S. Accompanying, I send you 
the original of one of Capt. New- 
ton's letters. He has placed copies ' 
of it in the hands of all the chiefs in 
this part of the coast. Happily, Capt. 
Newton has been recently transferred 
to the South coast, and his place sap- 
plied by a commander I think more 
gentlemanly. 



[From the Liberia Herald.] 

iTtbcrta an^ t|i< 9rttt5^. 



H. B. Majesty's Sloop Lilt, 
Off Grand Bassa, 28th March, 1846. 
Gentlemen : — I have the honor to 
acquaint you that a representation 
has been laid before the British com- 
modore and senior ofHcer in com- 
mand of Her Britannic Majesty's ves- 
sels on the western coast of Africa, 
that certain parties under the govern- 
ment of Liberia have lately purchas- 
ed, and are about to possess them- 
selves of certain Trade Towns the 
property of British merchants legally 
transferred to them by a deed of agree- 
ment. 



I am directed by my commodore 
to give intimation to the local author- 
ities that they must refrain from any 
improper act towards British subjects 
or their property, or else be prepared 
to incur very serious consequences. 
. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
Your most ob't servant, 
H. NEWTON, Com. 

To the Local Liberian Authorities^ 
Grand Bassa, 

The above is a copy of an extraor- 
dinary document received by Gover- 
nor Roberts a few days ago from the 
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superintendent of public affairs at 
Grand Bassa. The/ document speaks 
for itself; but it will not be deemed 
improper to submit a few remarks 
upon it. We say nothing of the dis- 
courteousness of the communication 
— ^s those oniy can expect to be 
treated with politeness and comity 
who are prepared to repel insults. 
The vagueness and indefihiteness of 
the charge of a crime for which " the 
local authorities " are premonished 
to " be prepared to incur very serious 
consequences" is what demands at- 
tention. Unless " British merchants " 
will point out" Trade Towns " which 
have been "legally transferred to 
them by deeds of agreement," we see 
no way how the " local authorities " 
can, should they ever wish to make 
a purchase of the natives, avoid in- 
curing these " very serious conse- 
quences." It is not to be supposed 
for a moment that the" local authori- 
ties" would purchase territory know- 
ing at the same time that it had been 
ceded to ** British merchants ;" es- 
pecially as some of the guardians of 
their persons and property have man- 
ifested 80 eager a desire for a pretext 
to exterminate us. If the natives 
deeeive the ^* local authorities," and 
sell them t* Trade Towns " which 
they had previously ** Uansferred to 
British merchants by a deed of agree- 
ment," the fact of a prior claim has 
only to be made known and the '^ lo- 
cal authorities " will not wait to be 
driven by a menace of •* very seri- 
ous consequences " into a compli- 
ance with the claims of reason and 
justice. 

Commodore Jones, as well as the 
British Government, may rest assur- 
ed, that nothing is further from the 
•* local authorities " than an intention 
to commit any " improper act towards 
British subjects," or the subjects of 
any other government ; and we trust 
therefore that we will be permitted 
to hold our lives by a tenure some- 



l. 



what stronger than the mere absence 
of a charge by petty British traders. 

Another feature in this singular 
communication deserves remark, and 
that is, the precise direction in which 
the threat of devastation and exter- 
mination is pointed. It is the *4ocal 
authorities*' who are to be the vic- 
tims : and by local authorities in this 
connection we are unquestionably to 
understand the people of these colo- 
nies. They are to feel the full force 
of all the wrath which a petty tra- 
ding jealousy can conjure up. But 
wherefore ? Neither the " local au- 
thorities " nor the people of these 
colonies have recently purchased any 
of these *' Trade Towns, the proper-, 
ty of British merchants, legally trans- 
ferred to them by a deed of agree- 
ment." All purchases have been 
made by order, and with the funds, 
of the American Colonization Socie- 
ty in Washington. Now if there be 
any aggression in the premises, sure- 
ly they, and not we, are the ag- 
gressors, and at them the coarse 
threat should be levelled. It will not 
be disputed that the Society have an 
equal right with others to make pur- 
chase of" Trade Towns," and if subse- 
quently it should be proven that the^ 
** Trade Towns," had been previous- 
ly ** legally transferred to British 
merchants by a deed of agreement," 
we feel confident, their high and 
chivalrous sense of honor and sacred 
regard to justice, would induce them 
to yield at once to the superior claim. 

To conclude, it would savour more 
of a pacific design and a desire to pre- 
serve a good understanding, if those 
who claim parts and points on this coast 
would mark them out by some well 
defined and obvious boundary, and 
exhibit and substantiate their claims 
thereto. Then if the ** local authori- 
ties" should interfere, there would 
be some show of reason for the buc- 
caneering threat of ** very serious 
consequences." 
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Jntet(0ttnD Xttttt ftom a frttn^ in fStotj^ia. 



Rev. Wm. McLain — Rev. Sir : — 
I want to know whether, by the 
books of the Colonization Society, 
my name is found as a subscriber in 
arrears to the Repository, and if so, 
for how much, that I may as early as 
possible, send the subscription mo- 
ney due. 

My friendship for and sympathy 
with the colonization project is ar- 
dent and sincere. From circum- 
stances I have been unable to assist 
it as I would. This I know, is no 
comfort to you or the Society. Al- 
low me, however, to make some ne- 
cessary strictures on the management 
of the concern, which I do by way 
of friendly advice, which may be 
adopted or rejected according to their 
validity or invalidity. 

Th^ Society does not appear scru- 
pulously economical, such as the 
times in this country and the extent 
of its possible business, with so little 
funds, would seem to warrant ! (1) 
Thousands of emigrants are wailing 
on their oars, for a start to Liberia, if 
at the Society's expense. Numbers 
are in slavery still, becaiise the So- 
ciety cannot now send them — and 
their owners consider freedom enough 
without additional gifts. At the same 
time the amount for carrrying over 
emigrants, (each, about thirty dollars, 
and not under, together with a main- 
tenance for six months on that coast — 
which is in proportion to the luxury 
or the frugal subsistence allowed,) 
must make colonization somewhat 
more expensive, I fear than the means 
or willingness of making donations in 
America, could well afford to any 
thing like expedition. (2.) 

As the design, while in opera- 
tion cannot be a gala to the colonists, 
any more than emigration hither from 
Europe was in primitive times, or 
now can be, nothing but the most 



I rigid husbandry and economy is so in- 
dispensable for your operations ! I 
think fifteen dollars per head for 
those who have been slaves, and pro- 
portionable cheapness of living when 
acclimating, necessary also to health, 
amply sufficient for the plans of an 
association of men, whose benevo- 
lence is dependent on eleemosynary 
aids. All novel movements are try- 
ing occasions, and luxury or any ap- 
proach to it, cannot have toleration 
until the colonists from the soil or by 
trade create abundance for them- 
selves. Always bear this in mind. 
It does appear from the pages of 
the Repository, that the colonists cast 
lingering looks, too, much more than 
necessary, towards the parent Society. 
That they should after the six months' 
acclimation learn to depend on them* 
selves, and set with vigor to improv- 
ing the resources of a fertile soil, is 
a maxim vital to Liberia. Nor does 
this seem to be all. The colonists- 
while they esteem the Society as an 
exchequer, too often seem to harbour 
inimical feelings towards their for- 
mer masters, or the white people gen- 
erally of England or this country. 
Having so long been under domina- 
tion here, they call their coloniza- 
tion a refuge from audacious domina- 
tion, (3) forgetting that from our 
people they derive, by donations, so 
much nourishment ; and that even as 
a matter of slavery, the whites, by 
bringing them over here, rescued 
numbers of their fathers from the 
murderous knives of their Pagan 
countrymen, (4.) At least now a 
wise feeling would admonish the 
people of Liberia to hold their white 
brethren in greater esteem than they 
do ; for merit after all can be found 
to have attached as an heir-loom to 
the whites, who are now pondering 
upon building a great republic for 
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them — and to ensure which they 
must be men of sense and affection- 
ate' hearts, entirely void of those dis- 
reputable feelings that lead many of 
them to acrimony ! 

This behaviour on the part of the 
citizens of Liberia has neither the 
excuses of religion nor philosophy. 
It nearly caused the abandonment of 
a British philanthropist, as we see by 
his letter published months ago in 
the Repository. It causes some that 
were friends to pause in this country. 
A contrary, jorai/cr/wZ and amiable 
spirit is the most politic course, — the 
more sb in a climate, whose resident 
physician asserted is of an irritating 
tendency. 

But a blundering manner of treat- 
ing on the history of the Africans is 
calculated to elevate colored pride : 
and as pride is sin — and '* sin a re- 
proach to any people," men thus 
flattered at the very outset of their 
process of reasoning, cannot but 
think or reflect with a confusion void 
of true philosophy, — and to hold in 
disdain those from whom they expect 
nutriment, as a right, I allude to 
the oft-repealed remark that negroes 
rocked the cradle of science in Egypt 
—that numerous, also, of the fathers 
of the primary church were Africans 
— without specifying the color of the 
rockers of that cradle, or of Cy- 
prian himself, the father. That all 
-the ancient Egyptians were black or 
colored, we have no historic data to 
conclude. Even that letters were first 
invented in Africa we have as little 
authority to assert. We know with 
accuracy that the first inhabitants 
of Egypt were a mixture of all co- 
lors. The ruling dynasties, rather 
"white — and we know that the fact of 
the fathers being some of them na- 
tive Africans, is no warrant for con- 
cluding them negroes. Remember 
the Northern Vandals subjugated 

18 



and peopled the Northern coasts of 
the Mediterranean long before the 
days of those fathers. (5.) 

What would I influence? Not 
the depression of the black man. I 
am too much his friend to desire his 
wanton humiliation, or low estima- 
tion of his kinsmen. But this I 
would do if permitted: infuse a ration- 
al conception of things in minds that 
might then bear hearts rife with the 
seeds of a pure and Christian hu- 
mility, confiding in God and trusting 
that their white brethren are desirous 
of meting out to them the fullness 
of their aid, justice and reparation/. 

Let the Liberian colonists move on 
in the even tenor of their humble 
way to the attainment of an inde- 
pendent nationality. Inflate not their 
imagination with the idea that all the 
literature of the whites is due to 
them or to their ancestors ! It would 
prove a spoliation or drawback of the 
whole concern. It can continue to 
be sustained by the charity of those 
who know in what estimation they 
and their relations are held by the reci- 
pients pf their donations. 

If Gov. Roberts did indeed, un- 
touched by the adding or correcting 
hand of some white friend, write the 
Message to the Liberian Legislature, 
touching her independence, it goes a 
great way to the credit of the colored 
race. (6.) 

I should, for the benefit of Libe- 
ria, like the Repository to include 
this letter, or parts of it — and should 
be happy to see your commentary. 
Liberia is yet a suppliant before the 
world ; especially before our country. 
How much more nicely important 
for her citizens to be prudent in all 
their declarations ! 

Yours, very respectfully, 

JOHN J. FLOURNOY. 
Farm^ (nigh Miens^) Georgia^ 
July, 1846. 
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REMARKS. 

(1.) Whatever maybe the appear- 
ance, we believe that a thorough ex- 
amination of the receipts and ex- 
penditures will convince any one, 
that the committee do exercise the 
most rigid economy. This is their 
intention, and their endeavor. They 
know how limited are their means, 
and how immense is the work to be 
done, and they strive to act accord- 
ingly. 

(2.) The average expense of a 
passage to Liberia, in which every 
thing is found, may be put down at 
$30. If the company is large, and 
vessels are not in demand, and one 
can be gotten cheap, the expense 
can be reduced considerably below 
that. We would rejoice to be able 
get them carried to Liberia cheaper. 
As to their maintenance there for six 
months, if they have not the means 
of supporting themselves, it is indis- 
pensable that the Society should as- 
sist them. It would not do to throw 
ihem into a new country, where they 
must necessarily be more or less sick, 
during the first six months, and leave 
them to struggle for themselves. We 
should rejoice if we could support 
them on $15 each, but it is impossi- 
ble. It cannot be done. There ia a 
difference between the price of living 
in this country and in Africa. We 
do not support them after the first six 
months. Then they must work or 
** not eat." 

(3.) By reference to another arti- 
cle in this number, it will be seen 
that we consider colonization a re- 



fuge to the colored man from the 
ills which now beset him in this land. 
We think a little gratitude on their 
part to the whites for the noble 
scheme and the sacrifices made to 
carry it forward, would be very be- 
coming on their part. 

(4.) If our correspondent intends 
to say that they owe a debt of grati- 
tude to the people who brought them 
to this country, and enslaved them, 
we must differ from him. The gra- 
titude is all and alone due to Him who 
has made even the wrath of man to 
praise. Had those who kidnapped 
the Africans been actuated by no 
other motive than their good, wishing 
to bring them to this country to civi- 
lize and christianize them, the case 
would be different. The good of the 
African entered not into their calcu- 
lations. Their aims and ends were all 
supremely selfish, and the means 
used were horribly outrageous. God 
has overruled all things so that many 
Africans in this country have been 
elevated in the scale of being, and 
there is through them a hope of en- 
lightening the whole African conti- 
nent. To do this work, the whites 
make many and great sacrifices. It 
is to be feared that but for them, it 
would not, could not be done. If 
our correspondent meant that a suit- 
able remembrance of this fact became 
the colonists, and that however other* 
of their race had been greatly 
wronged by the whites, they had re- 
ceived many marks of favor and 
many substantial blessings, and there- 
fore they ought to cherish a suitable 



1846.] 



•Africa. 



283 



feeling of respect and esteem for thet precisely as they wrote it ; and there 
whites, we agree with him. 

(5.) There is here a wide field for 
speculation, but we do not design at 
present to enter it. We are disposed 
to think that if the colored people 
were inspired with a little more self^ 
respect, both in this country and in 
Liberia, it would be of much advan- 
tage to them. 

(6.) We know that many persons 
have denied that Gov. Roberts has 
written his messages — and we have 
been accused of retouching his de- 
spatches ere we publish them in the 
Repository. But all such insinua- 
tions and surmises are entirely gra- 
tuitous and without the shadow of 
foundation. We publish, without 
any alteration or amendment, all the 
despatches and letters which we pub, 
lish from Liberia. We do not always 
publish the whole of a letter ; as 
many things are often of no public 



interest ; but what we do publish is U to their race. 



are no whites there to write it for 
them. 

Gov. Roberts is not the only ma© 
in Liberia who can write well. Any 
person who reads the Liberia Herald 
will find many articles in it as well 
written as any body could write 
them. They would do credit to the 
columns of any newspaper in ouk 
country. 

Now it is to be remembered that 
these men had not been educated as- 
we call education. They have nat 
enjoyed the advantages which every 
white man in this country enjoys, ©r 
may enjoy. They went to Liberia 
uneduca ted. They have had to make 
their fortunes there against enormous 
obstacles. 

Considering all these things, that 
Liberia is what it is, should be cott- 
si dered matter of praise to those per- 
sonally engaged in it, and of credit; 



[From Africa's Luminary.] 

Africa. 



Africa is, on many accounts, anoted 
portion of our globe. It is the most 
extensive peninsula ; being nearly 
5,000 miles in extent north and south, 
and little less east and west. It con- 
tains about 12,000,000 square miles, 
and its population is variously esti- 
mated at from 60,000,000 to 100,- 
000,000, mostly sunken in the low- 
est depths of barbarism. It is styled 
in Scripture the **land of Ham," 
doubtless because, at the time it was 
thus designated, his descendants were 
its principal, if not its only inhabi- 
tants. It has been and is still, distin- 



guished for cruelty and oppression.. 
Many persons in Christendom, who 
are theoretically disciples of Him- 
whose teaching every where breathe* 
benignity and love, seem to suppose 
themselves licensed to perpetrate the 
most unheard-of cruelties, almost pe- 
culiar to the African slave trade, be- 
cause of the curse pronounced upoik 
Canaan the son of Ham ; — which 
runs thus — ** Cursed be Canaan ; a 
servant of servants shall he be unto 
his brethren. " But upon no princi- 
ples of fair interpretation can this 
be made to approve of, much Ie«» 
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justify involuntary servitude. It un- 
doubtedly had reference to times long 
since passed — the period of Israel's 
national prosperity. It is a scriptu- 
ral and historic fact that most of the 
seven nations of Canaan were de- 
scendants of Ham. Those of them 
who obstinately refused to give up 
the possession which God himself 
had long before ceded to Abraham, 
his friend, and t5 his posterity, were 
destroyed; while others, like the 
Gibeonites, became voluntary ser- 
vants, or literally " hewers of wood 
and drawers of water." In that way 
it has been fulfilled ; and the exam- 
ple given, shows how it might have 
been fulfilled vpluntarily. 

There are, however, as great varie- 
ties among the nations inhabiting this 
quarter of the world as any other of 
llie same extent. In addition to the 
descendants of Ham, it is inhabited by 
descendants of the Romans, PhoBni- 
cians, Vandals, or Arabs, Abyssinians, 
Egyptians, Moors, &c., all distinct 
laces. 

Egypt has been considered not only 
aland of fertility, power and wonders, 
but of science. It was there where the 
famous Alexandrian library was burnt. 

This is the land of Carthage, for a 
a long time the successful rival of 
Rome, probably of Troy, though, she 
has received such an entire over- 
throw, that it is, and may remain, a 
subject of doubt whether she was sit- 
uated on the coast of Africa or Asia. 

It is supposed that one of the dis- 
ciples of Philip, the evangelist, suc- 
cessfully introduced the gospel into 
Abyssinia, where a diluted form of 
Christianity still remains. The Af- 
rican churches were remarkable for 
their adherence to the simplicity of 
the gospel. While other churches 
sought for their bishops, the imposi- 
tion of the hands of the bishop of 
Rome, or some other popular prolate ; 
the presbyters of Alexandria refused 
all foreign interference, and for 20D j 



years in the early ages of the Chris- 
tian Church, were governed by 
bishops consecrated by the imposition 
of their own hands. 

This is the country of St. Augus- 
tine, one of the most eminent of the 
early Christian ministers, for his eru- 
dition, piety and industry. His praise 
is in all the churches. The country 
of Turtullian, the most volumnious 
writer of his age, and one of the 
most able defenders of *' the faith 
once delivered to the saints." 

Notwithstanding these and other 
instances, a very lamentably exten- 
sive prejudice exists against the Af- 
rican race. *' They are inferior in 
their natural capacity," it is affirmed. 
Suppose it be admitted. What then ? 
Must they be forever tantalized with 
it ; neglected, oppressed and enslav- 
ed ? Should they not rather excite 
our commiseration. But that they 
are naturally inferior, may be fairly 
doubted. »* Hath not God of one 
blood made all the nations of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth ?" 
'* Have we not all one father ^ even 
God ? " Their apparent inferiority 
is unquestionably the result of cir- 
cumstances, not of the peculiar con- 
formation of the head, as the phre- 
nologist, with his materializing theo- 
ry, would have us believe. A late 
writer remarks — " The low state of the 
arts in Africa, and the barbarism that 
so generally prevails in it, have been 
variously accounted for ; and perhaps 
we are yet without the means of 
coming to any satisfactory conclusion 
in regard to either matter. But it 
would seem that the first, or the low 
state of the arts, is mainly attributed 
to the climate, which supercedes the 
use of many articles indispensable in 
regions more* to the north and south. 
Manufacturing industry is principal- 
ly devoted, in European and Asiatic 
countries, to the production of arti- 
cles of clothing; but where clothes 
are an incumbrance, and most of the 
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people are satisfied if they have a 
piece of coarse common cotton stuff 
to wrap round their middle, it would 
be absurd and contradictory to expect 
that this great department of manu- 
facturing industry, and its many de- 
pendent and subsidiary arts, should 
make any progress. The agriculture, 
too, of the greater part of Africa is 
exceedingly unfavorable to the de- 
velopment of a spirit of enterprise and 
invention. The seasons differ but 
little from each other ; and in those 
tracts not condemned to perpetual 
sterility, that is, in the tracts watered 
by the periodical rains or by the over- 
flowing of the rivers, the rudest hus- 
bandry is sufficient, the heat of the 
sun operating on the moisture of the 
soil being all but enough to produce 
the most luxuriant crops. The houses, 
too, in tropical climates, may be con- 
structed at cortjparatively little ex- 
pense : and, except for the cooking 
of victuals, fires would be a nuisance. 
It is idle, therefore, to wonder at the 
backward state of industry in Africa. 
It would be as reasonable to expect 
to find a manufactory of freezing-ma- 
chines at the North Cape, as to ex- 
pect to find extensive cloth-factories 
in Nigritia.*' 

The same writer elsewhere remarks 
that—" Many of the negro nations 
have made considerable progress in 
the necessary and useful arts ; a pro- 
gress which it may be safely affirmed, 
greatly surpasses that made by any 
native nation of America." 

Africa is classic ground. What is 
more thrilling than reminisences of 
the temple of Jupiter once situated 
on an oasis of the desert ? Of Car- 
thage, the seat of the Trogan war. 
Of Egypt, the garden of the world, 
and the field where Jeht)vah not only 
gave frequent and demonstrative evi- 
dences of his superior power over 
her gods and demigods ; but of the 
superiority of his servants over them. 
There he showed his wonderis in the 
land of Ham. 



But what adds greatly to the inter- 
est of all the foregoing considerations 
is, that this is particularly the field of 
unfulfilled prophesy. Not only is it 
embraced in those general scriptural 
declarations and promises which relate 
to the conversion of the whole world ; 
as " thou shalt give the heathen to 
thy son for his inheritance," &c., but 
definitely. It is understood that Ps. 
68, 31, refers to the future conver- 
sion of these nations. ** Ethiopia 
shall soon stretch out her hands unto 
God. Sing unto God ye kingdoms 
of the earth : O ! sing praises unto 
the Lord." The term Ethiopia is 
compounded of blackness and heat^ 
and therefore may be considered as 
not only applicable to that part of 
Africa lying directly south of Egypt, 
but other parts to which blackness 
and heat are predicable. 

Finally, Isaiah 45, 14, is a strongly 
figurative description of the future 
conversion of Africa. " Thus saith 
the Lord, The labor of Egypt, and 
merchandise of Ethiopia and of the 
Sabeans, men of stature, shall come 
over unto thee, and they shall be 
thine : they shall come after thee ; in 
chains they shall come over, and they 
shall fall down unto thee, they shall 
make supplication unto thee, sayings 
surely God is in thee : and there is 
none else, there is no God." 

Shall then Christian nations cease 
their efforts to suppress the slave 
trade, not from the principal of 5ym- 
pathy only, but because they are 
objects of God's peculiar care ? 

Shall the friends and patrons of the 
missionary cause, yield for a mo- 
ment to discouragement because all 
has not been accomplished which 
they in their ardour could desire ; or 
has not been accomplished in the 
same way or time they had expected ? 
Nay, let them rather cast into the 
treasury of the Lord, and prove him 
now herewith, and see if he will not 
pour you out a blessing which there 
shall not be room enough to receive. 
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Shall we who have the honor of || perhaps as a reproof for our unfaith- 
"being the messengers of the churches, j fulness, or a trial to our faith, yield 



and who are now in^he field of strife, 
consider the battle ours, and not the 
Lord's ? and because we have been 
foiled in a few instances in our con- 



tests with the powers of darkness, litory or death." 



the point and ingloiiously flee, ex- 
claiming, ** I pray thee have me ex- 
cused." No, in the name of God let 
us lift up our banners and cry " vic- 



[From the New Orleans Protestant.] 
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We proceed, according to our prom- ij 
ise, to continue in this paper our ab- 
stract of the eleventh annual report 
of the Liberty County (Ga.) Asso- 
ciation for the religious instruction 
of the negroes. 

It is well known that the devoted 
men who are engaged in this work 
in Liberty county, are not content 
with the narrow limits of their socie- 
ty, or even of their State. They de- 
sire to excite an interest in the sub- 
ject in all parts of the south and 
south-west : and for this purpose they 
endeavor to collect and difi'use, as 
widely as possible, informatibn con- 
cerning the difficulties and encour- 
agements, the progress and prospects 
of this good work. The position oc- 
eupied by this association as the 
earliest and most successful pioneers 
in this enterprise, has drawn towards 
them the attention of benevolent and 
Christian meh in different parts of the 
country. This has led to an exten- 
slve correspondence, by which they 
receive intelligence of the progress 
«f the cause. The report gives us 
the sum of this intelligence in an ex- 
tended review of the work in the 
United States at the present time. It 
:Bay8 that the religious instruction of 
negroes has made remarkable and 
rapid advances throughout the so uth- 
ern and south-western States during 
the past year. The progress has 
been most rapid in those places which 
lutre enjoyed the reviving influences 



of the Spirit of the Lord. For seve- 
ral years our country has been blessed 
with few revivals, but during the past 
year the southern and south-western 
churches have been blessed in many 
places. In Kentucky thiBre have 
been some revivals, and in West Ten- 
nessee, and especially in Alabama and 
Mississippi have the churches been 
revived. During many of the meet- 
ings the servants were permitted to 
attend nearly all the services, and 
many were converted from this class. 
It is worthy of remark, that those 
congregations "which had paid most 
attention to the religious instruction 
of the servants, shared most signally 
in the blessing of God. 

The efforts in the cause have not 
been confined to any one branch of the 
Christian church. All have done 
something, and the interestseems to be 
increasing and becoming deeper and 
stronger. From records of the Epis- 
copal church in most of the States* 
we see that the negroes have not been 
altogether neglected. In Maryland, 
nearly one -half of the parochial re- 
ports embrace baptisms, confirma- 
tions, marriages and funerals of co- 
lored persons. 

In a few places special attention is 
paid to the negroes in the way of 
preaching and catechising. There 
are a few Sabbath-schools, one color<- 
ed church in Baltimore, one colored 
candidate for holy oidera, and one 
lay reader. 
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In Virginia, Bishop Mead speaks 
of confirming colored persons, and 
urges the claims of the negroes upon 
the faithful attention of the clergy. 
Dr. Johns also reports confirmations, 
and special services held exclusively 
for the negroes ; in forty-six parishes 
we have records of baptisms, and in 
fourteen something special is done in 
the way of Sabbath-schools. Bishop 
Mead writes in a very recent letter : 

" Many of our ministers show that 
their hearts are deeply affected with 
a sense of duty towards the negroes, 
by holding meetings on the afternoon 
of the Sabbath, either in the churches 
or at private houses. In some places 
Sunday-schools for their moral, religi- 
ous instruction are sustained by mem- 
bers of the church.", 

" I have been much gratified at the 
manner in which all my recommen- 
dations, whether to the conventions 
or to congregations, have been receiv- 
ed. The large slave-holders are gen- 
erally those who are most favorable 
to their religious instruction. In dif- 
ferent parts of the State, little chapels 
have been built expressly for theii 
use, where occasional services are 
held by the parish ministers, or some 
instruction given by masters or mis- 
tresses." 

In North Carolina, baptisms of 
colored persons are reported in nine- 
teen churches. One rector has a 
Sabbath-school, and another preaches 
on week days on three plantations. 

In the journal of the Convention 
of South Carolina, we have thirty- 
one parochial reports, and in every 
one there is special mention made of 
the negroes. Nine rectors preach 
en plantations in connection with 
their white charges : twenty-two have 
colored Sabbath-schools and classes 
of instruction. Ten missionaries are 
employed in this diocese, who labor 
in part or altogether for the negroes. 
There are 1,636 colored communi- 
cants; 930 children catechised by 



the rectors; and 1,454 in the colored 
Sabbath-schools. 

in Georgia and Florida some atten- 
tion is given to the subject. 

The Methodist church has 135,604 
colored communicants in the slave 
States. Besides the attention paid to 
the negroes by the travelling preach- 
ers, there are 84 missionaries devo- 
ted to them in the south. The South 
Carolina Conference reports 16 mis- 
sions ; 210 plantations served by 22 
missionaries ; 158 white and 7,723 
colored communicants ; and 4,426 
children under catechetical instruc- 
tion. 

The Baptist church embraces 
100,000 colored members, and there is 
a rapid growth of feeling and action. 
There are ministers and laymen of 
great influence who are deeply inte- 
rested in this good work, and who will 
not rest satisfied until steps are taken 
to improve the character of their color- 
ed membership, and to bring the 
gospel to bear more effectually upon 
all under their influence. 

In the Presbyterian church, at al- 
most every meeting of the Presbyte- 
ries and Synods the subject is urged 
upon the attention of the ministers 
and churches. The pastors in almost 
every church give a portion of their 
time to the colored people, and in 
many places Sabbath-schools are in 
successful operation. A number of 
missionaries have been appointed ;o 
preach to the colored people. 

It is plain, from the mass of evi- 
dence furnished by this report, that 
the religious interests of the negroes 
are receiving more attention from the 
Christian community at the south than 
ever before. It is plain, too, that 
there is no serious obstacle in the 
way of a thorough, systematic effort 
to christianize the whole colored 
population. Many planters who are 
not professors of religion themselves, 
are not only willing but anxious that 
their people should have the advan- 
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tage of sound religious instruction. 
They know that they will have some 
kind of religion, and it is far better 
for all concerned that it should be 
the pure and holy religion of the 



Bible, taught by wise and competent 
white instructors, than the mixture of 
superstition and fanaticism which 
has too often taken possession of 
i them for the want of proper teaching. 



[From the Liberia Herald.] 
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We have recently been on a tour 
to the upper settlements. The pros- 
pects there are truly bright and cheer- 
ing. We can safely say there is four- 
fold more doing at this time in 
the way of farming than in any 
preceding year. The people appear 
to have awakened as from slumber 
and are straining every nerve to place 
themselves beyond the reach of want. 
Between some an active rivalry is 
going on. Friend Jamei«on, as usual, 
has the lead, but who is next to him 
it would not, perhaps, be modest in 
us to say. One thing, however, we 
may be allowed to say, and that is, 
we are following hard after, anH are 
endeavoring to be beholden to none 
in the ensuing season. Not only are 
there some giving their whole atten- 
tion to agriculture, but almost every 
one, even the mechanics and traders, 
who reside in this settlement, are 
planting or have planted portions of 
their farm allotments, sufficient, if not 
destroyed by some untoward cir- 
cumstance, to provision their families. 
The most pleasing consideration in 
this movement is, that it will force 
the regular farmer to the cultivation 
of something besides what he has 
been accustomed to raise for home 
consumption. If the people continue 
what they have so well begun, in 
two years there will be no market 
here for «assada and potatoes. The 
farmer then will be forced to produce 
something else for exchange, and 
raise no more of the abovementioned 
articles than sufficient For his own 
use. Ginger, arrow-root, and ground 



nuts, being the most prolific articles, 
will then demand attention, as they 
are of easy cultivation and always 
command a market We think our 
people should pay more attention to 
the cultivation of fruits, such as 
oranges, limes, lemons, cocoa- 
nuts, grapes, &c. Most of the wha 
ling ships from America and Europe 
call at one or tjie other of the Cape 
Verde Islands to procure a supply of 
water and anti-scorbutic fruits. Such 
is the native poverty of those isolated 
rocks, and the danger of lying at an* 
chor in their harbors, that nothings 
we think, but necessity could drive 
them there. In addition, the water 
is said to be bad and very difficult to be 
procured. Now as we have as good 
a harbor as is to be found on the 
coast, Sierra Leone only excepted, ^ 
and as with little trouble and expense 
we would be able to furnish at a con- 
venient point any quantity of most 
excellent water, we are of opinion 
that the additional inducement of a 
full supply of such fruits as are in de- 
mand by whaling vessels would at- 
tract them hither. This, in addition 
to the activity it would give to agri- 
culture and husbandry, and to the in- 
crease of our revenue, would tend to 
diffuse information respecting the 
colony far and wide and give it im- 
portance abroad. 

It has occurred to us that the Colo- 
nization Society would perform an 
acceptable as well as a profitable ser- 
vice to the colony if they would send 
out annually a supply of fresh seeds, 
such as cabbage, mustard, turnip. 
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radish, lettuce, wntermellon, &c. &ts. 
These m ight be lodged in the public 
store, where, if good, they would meet 
with ready sale and pay as large a 
profit as many articles which are now 
sent out for sale. The sweet potato, 
which forms so large a portion of the 
food of the colony, has, as exotics 
generally do, most wretchedly de- 
generated. 

The present stock of the colony is 
the degenerate offspring of an excel- 
lent species brought some twelve or 
fifteen years ago from Virginia. It 
had when first imported a red skin, 



covering a bright yellow medula or 
pith, and was a most excellent and 
nutritious article. It is we believe^ 
called the Spanish potato. After 
the second year it began to degene- 
rate, and has been more worthless 
and innutritive every succeeding year, 
and at this time it is hardly worth the 
trouble and expense of cultivation. 
To have this article good and nutri- 
tious it will be necessary to renew 
the seed from America every three 
years. For whoever will send us a 
barrel or so next fall, we will as in 
duty bound ever pray. 
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We make the following extracts 
from a letter of Rev. J. Clark, Bap- 
tist missionary in Liberia, published 
in the last Baptist Missionary Maga- 
zine, from which it will be seen that 
WB do not exaggerate the importance 
of sending more missionaries, teach- 
ers, &c., into that field : 

Now, dear brethren, I leave it 
with you. But if you retain the mis- 
sion,you must strengthen and enlarge 
it. You must appropriate more to its 
support, and send us more help. 
While you were involved in debt 
and other difficulties,! held my peace, 
and even advised retrenchment. But 
now, I feel constrained to raise my 
voice for Africa. During the eight 
years of my connection with the mis- 
sion, it has been all the time embar- 
rassed for want of adequate supports. 
As few and weak as we have been, 
we have been under the necessity of 
doing much ourselves which might 
have been done by others, if we had 
had the means of paying them. In- 
stead of employing others to teach 
the heathen youth the rudiments of 
those arts which are essential to civi- 



lization, we have been obliged to 
teach them ourselves when we ought 
to have been breaking to the heathen 
the bread of life. When we ought 
to have horses to ride on our preach- 
ing tours, we have been under the 
necessity of walking. 

But, above all, we need more la- 
borers. Our work, which we have 
never been able to do properly, is ac- 
cumulating on our hands. The whole 
Bassa tribe is ready to receive the 
gosjpel. Wherever we go, they listen 
attentively to the word of life. They 
often say to us, it has been so long 
since you were here, that we have 
forgotten God's word. If you would 
come more frequently and preach to 
us, we would understand and remem- 
ber the word. A short time ago, 
one of the chiefs of Zuzo repeatedly 
sent to me for a teacher, as the school 
there had been suspended for the want 
of a s\ntable teacher. He had attended 
the school at Zuto, and learned to 
read and write both the Bassa and En- 
glish languages, and had said to me 
that he wished some one better quali- 
fied to live in his town. He said the 
Bassa teachers could instruct him in 
reading and writing, but he wanted 
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to learn something more. At last he 
wrote me to send one of our school 
boys, if I could send him no other. 
If we had a goodraissionary at Zuzo, 
he would exert an influence over a 
large section of country. A mission- 
ary at Tradetown might preach the 
gospel to thousands. I, for years, 
have longed to occupy that field my- 
self. I have made several visits 
there, and found them ripe for in- 
struction. River Sesters is also an 
inviting field, with thousands of pre- 
cious souls involved in the darkest 
gloom of heathenism. 

About one hundred miles in the 
interior, is the Kplei, (Kpisae) teem- 
ing with its hundreds of thousands : 
1 spent a few days a(nong them about 
two years ago, and they heard the 



gospel with gladness. The king said 
he had seen and heard what his fath- 
ers never heard. ** No white man 
ever came to their country before, to 
bring them the good news." He ear- 
nestly requested me to come again, 
and I promised him I would endeavor 
to, if I lived. He said God would 
not let me die for a long time. Who 
will come and give this people the 
gospel ? 

The Board have, indeed, had many 
discouragements ; but no more than 
any other mission on this coast, ex- 
cepting, perhaps, the Episcopal mis- 
sion at Cape Palmas. All the others 
have lost more than half their mis- 
sionaries on the field, and none of 
them have more than two of their 
older missionaries now in the field. 
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The subject of a communication 
with the ocean along the base of the 
Cape has been long agitated. There 
are some, who, regarding it imprac- 
ticable by any.means at present with- 
in our reach, or in any reasonable 
time likely to be, have ridiculed the 
idea as visionary and chimerical. 
There are others again, who, al- 
though they are not sound in the faith 
of its practicability are nevertheless 
not so sceptical as to be unwilling to 
give it a trial. In the category of 
those weak in faith, we are not asham- 
ed to say, we will, if sought for, be 
found. After hard rubbing and strain- 
ing our optics, we have made put to 
see through a glass darkly. And 
therefore we neither curl the lip of 
scorn at those who propose, nor feel 
the emotions of pity for those who 
repudiate. The Council of 1845, 
appropriated $800 for the work, 
and appointed commissioners to con- 
tract for it. Nothing however was 



done that year. At the last session 
the appropriation was increased by 
$400, making it $1,200, and three 
commissioners appointed to carry 
out the object of the appropriation. 
The work is at length commenced; 
the course of the Canal marked out, 
cleared, and the excavation begun in 
good earnest. 

Some good people in their forget- 
fulness of ridicule, seem to suppose 
that the advocates of this most desi- 
rable improvement — for a great im- 
provement it will most assuredly be 
if completed — expect it to be coni- 
pleted this year and with the present 
appropriation. The supposition is 
uncharitable ; as the expectation to 
complete it in that time, and for that 
sum, would be as unwise as it would 
be impolitic to postpone the com- 
mencement of a reform or improve- 
ment until their was a moral certainty 
it will be consummated. 

There are striking indications that 
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at some day the base of the Cape was 
washed by a body of rapidly flowing 
water, which emptied itself into the 
sea, and there are also striking indi- 
cations that this day does not date far 
-back in the gloom of the past. In 
proceeding with the excavation which 
follows what appears to have been the 
channel of this flowing water, we find 
an incumbent stratum of black mould 
about eight or nine inches in thick- 
ness ; this is unquestionably vege- 
table mould. The substratum is 
saiid, fine silicious particles, precise- 
ly the same as that found on the mar- 
gin of the sea, and in the bed of the 
liver near its embouchure. We have 
as yet seen no particles in the sub- 
stratum of the substances composing 
the adjacent elevation— no debris 



\ 



which must undoubtedly have been 
brought down by attrition, and would 
have remained had it not been car- 
ried off" by a constantly moving force* 
Higher up the river, where it flows 
some distance from the elevated land, 
and where there are no obvious in- 
dications that it ever approached 
nearer, we find the base of the moun- 
tain covered with debris of coarse 
granite or scienite, commingled with 
clay, which are the constituents of 
the elevated portion of this mamba'- 
tongue. From these and from other 
indications, we conclude, the bed of 
the river near its entrance into the 
sea, once lay along the base of the 
cape. The object is to open this bed, 
and by damming pp the present river 
to turn the water into its old channel 
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We are happy to find that there is 
a new spirit among some of the co- 
lored people of Maryland, and that 
there is a good prospect for emigrants 
this fall from that State. The follow- 
ing is from the last number of the Ma- 
ryland Colonization Journal 

Our Fall Expedition. — Our 
prospects at this time for emigrants 
are remarkably promising. We have 
advices from difierent parts of the 
State, of which all are of the same 
import, viz : that the opposition of 
the free colored people to coloniza- 
tion is becoming perceptibly less. 
This is certainly the case in this city. 
We find more enquirers, particularly 
among the more intelligent. The 
residence of Mrs. Thompson here for 
a few months, has given those who 
have had the civility to call upon her, 
some new light upon the subject of 
colonization. AMhough connected 



with the Episcopal Mission, yet she 
is perfectly conversant with all the 
affairs of the colony at Cape Pal mas, 
and was able to give full satisfaction 
to all enquiries respecting it. 

Those who conversed with her, we 
believe, came to the conclusion that 
there really was a colony or rather a 
commonwealth of colored people at 
Cape Palmas, about upon a par with 
other small settlements of Christian 
people in this country; that they 
had a government of their own, 
schools of their own, and churches 
of their own ; that they eat, drank 
and slept, pretty much as other peo- 
ple do ; and that they were in no de- 
gree difierent from their colored 
brethren in the United States except 
that they were a people, not colored 
people; and there was no dominant 
white race trampling on their heads 
and shoulders, in consequence of 
which, they generally walked some- 
what faster and more erect. 
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Father Scotland, too, has been 
very busy in the counties, and from 
all accounts has produced a most fa- 
vorable impression. A valued cor- 
respondent from Cecil ton, Dr. Ro- 
berts, writes us that he has done more 
good than all the colonization agents 



who have ever visited that place. He 
tells a straight-forward story, and 
no one can question its correctness 
for a moment. We calculate upon 
£fty emigrants if not more. Our 
vessel will sail on the 1st Novem- 
ber. 



Jtemif 0f JnitiixBfnct, 



Strong love for taking Medi- 
cine. — From a work recently pub- 
lished, entitled, '^ Missionary labors 
and scenes in Southern Africa," we 
extract the following incidents : 

Administering Medicine. — At 
Taung, where Mahura, the brother 
of Mothibi resides, and where, in- 
cluding the Bamairis, there was a 
population of nearly 20,000 souls, I 
preached to large congregations. As 
it was well known that I had per- 
formed some cures, I had some dozen 
of patients brought to me ; and 
among others a young woman who, 
from great exposure to the sun, was 
slightly deranged. It was most grati- 
fying to see the sympathy of the 
chief and relations towards this afflict- 
ed creature. Knowing their general 
treatment of such diseases, namely, 
to throw the sufferer into a chasm 
and cover him with stones, or tie him 
to a tree, I asked one of the roughest 
characters among the bystanders why 
they had not done so with this woman ? 
" We heard the word of God at the 
Kruuman, "was the reply. The na- 
tives, though afraid of poison, never 
once suspected that it would do them 
harm by administering medicine. 
They are passionately fond of medi- 
cine, and of being bled, believing that 
all diseases lie in the blood. I have 
known individuals after I had bound 
up the arm, open the orifice and let the 
blood flow until they fainted. No mat- 
ter how nauseous a draught may be, 



they will lick their lips even after a 
dose of assafoetida. On one occasion I 
requested a man at a distance to send 
sc'iie one for medicine. He sent his 
wife ; and having prepared a bitter 
dose, I gave it into her hand, direct- 
ing her to give it in two portions, one 
at sunset, the other at midnight. 
She made a long face, and begged 
hard that he might take it all at once, 
lest they should fall asleep ; I con- 
sented, when down went the portion 
into her stomach. I exclaimed, '• It 
is not for you." Licking her lips 
she asked, with perfect composure of 
countenance, if her drinking it would 
not cure her husband. 



Death of a valued friend of 
Colonization. — We have received a 
letter from a friend in Albany, N. Y., a 
member of Dr. Sprague's church, 
which contains the following notice of 
the death of a friend of colonization of 
long standing, and valuable services : 

'*The sickness and death of our 
good old Elder, Peter Botd, is our 
apology for not remitting the enclosed 
draft more promptly. He died on 
the 3d inst., (July,) at the age of 71. 
He was for thirty-three years a con- 
sistent memher of our church, and 
was in the Eldership twentynux 
years. His sickness was protracted 
for more than a year, and yet bis. 
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death was sudden. He died with 
unshaken confidence in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His end was peaceful 
and quiet He is truly a great loss 
to us, and not only to our particular 



Church, but to the whole communi. 
ty. His name will long be held in 
grateful remembrance by a large cir- 
cle of friends and acquaintances, '' 



intellectual f0nliiti0n of t^t eitr^ena 0f iTilietia. 



} of ignorance and superstition, hostile to all 
systems of disciplinary regulations — a go- 
vernment in which salutary laws are enacted 



During my sojourn in the United States, 
I have had frequent opportunities of con, 
versing with different individuals, respect- 
ing the present condition of the Colony of j| and enforced ; surely no individual can 
Liberia, and the probable success of the 
scheme of African Colonization ; and I have 
been surprised to perceive that, even after 
the experience of a quarter of a century, 
many persons are still disposed to regard 
that enterprise as little more than a Uto- 
pian undertaking, never destined to be at- 
tended with any of the advantages or bless. 
ings which its benevolent founders fondly 
hoped would follow their praiseworthy ef- 
forts, and which they dearly cherished as 
the prospective reward of their untiring ex- 
ertions, amidst difficulties which seemed al' 
most insurmountable, and which I really 
believe would have proved insuperable bar- 
riers, had not the finger of God pointed out 
the way, and the smiles of Heaven rested 
on their labors. 

Whatever may be said in opposition to 
the scheme, and however plausible may be 
theobjeclionsof persons who are unfriendly 
to the enterprise, I cannot but believe that 
the hand of an overruling Providence has 
been extended over the progressive coursa 
of that little commonwealth. To any in 
dividual whose mind is unprejudiced, 
especially to those who have had the oppor- 
tunity of personal observation and investi- 
gation, this is clearly evident. And after 
the greatest difficulties have been encoun- 
tered and overcome, and a regular govern, 
ment of civilized and orderly citizens has 
been established on the border of that vast 
peninsula, Uhe native inhabitants of which 
have so long been grovelling in the depths much less do I think, with a learned friend 



consistently say that the Colony of Liberia 
is not worthy of the sympathy, the respect 
and the admiration of the world. 

Having been born and educated in a 
slave state, it is not so great a matter of 
surprise to me, to view the prejudice which 
exists against that unfortunate class of hu- 
man beings, who, in consequence of the co- 
lor of their skin, have been doomed to ^er - 
vitude, and been debarred from the facili- 
ties of intellectual culture which are en- 
joyed by white persons ; but it is rather sur- 
prising that many persons are disposed to 
exhibit so little charity towards them, and 
to regard them as naturally incapable of 
appreciating the blessings, and of exercis- 
ing the privileges of freedom, under any 
circumstances. 

Now, I do not pretend to institute a com- 
parison between the white and colored class- 
es, respecting intellectual capacity, or the 
capability of self-government; for, under 
the peculiar circumstances in which the 
colored class are situated in this country, it 
would be impossible to arrive at even a 
proximate conclusion. A similar difficulty 
would exist, as in the question which is 
sometimes discussed in literary associations 
respecting the intellectual capacities of the 
two sexes. I' do not pretend to assert my 
belief that,even under similar circumstances; 
colored persons, as a class, are capable of 
arriving at as high a degree of scientific 
and literary refinement as the white class ; 
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of mine, who, a few days ago, advanced 
the opinion, that the period will arrive, in the 
history of our world, in which the inhabit- 
ants of Africa will stand pre-eminent among 
the nations af mankind. But I do know, from 
personal observation, that it is possible for 
some colored persons, by their own unaided 
efforts, and under very disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances, to dive into the sea of know- 
ledge and gather gems which would glitter in 
the most enlightened and refmed circles of 
literature and of science. And, although 
in Liberia there are comparatively few of 
this description ; yet there are enough to 
show, that in a country in which the mihd» 
as well as the body, is unfettered, and in 
which the college bell does not yet summon 
the aspiring student to the halls of learning 
the expansive energies of the intellect may 
break through all restraining influences, and 
soar above the grovelling forms of ignorance 
and indolence ; although the external cover- 
ing of the mental casket may be of a sable 
hue. And, taking every thing into consi- 
deration, it is not surprising that the num- 
ber of well-educated persons in Liberia is 
not larger. 

I may here state, that, during my resi- 
dence in the colony, about four hundred 
and twenty immigrants arrived from the 
United States, nearly all of whom were li- 
berated slaves ; and not a dozen of whom 
could write their own names. Indeed, the 
•majority of persons who have been sent to 
the colony have been of this class. The So- 
ciety could not do any better — they were ob. 
liged to send such as were offered, or as vo- 
lunteered to go ; and among the free volun- 
teers, comparatively few were educated^ 
So that the Commonwealth of Liberia has 
been built up principally by persons of 
little or no education. 

At present, however, the prospects are 
more encouraging. Schools have been in 



operation ; and the rising generation have 
enjoyed privileges, of which their parents 
were deprived ; and nearly all the young 
people who have been brought up in the 
colony, can read and write ; and some o' 
them are pretty good scholars. During my 
residence in the colony, I had two young 
men under my care and tuition ; and the 
facilitj' which they exhibited, in acquiring 
a theoretical and practical knowledge of the 
healing art, was equal to that exhibited 
by the majority of medical students whom I 
have known in the United States. 

In view of all the circumstances by 
which the citizens of Liberia are surrounded, 
I do not hesitate to assert, that I believe the 
government will continue to exist, and the 
colony tontinue to prosper , even although 
unaided by further accessions of numbers, 
by emigration ; provided it should not be 
disturbed by the aggressions of any foreign 
power. Yet I think it would be very ad- 
vantageous, if more free colored persons of 
intelligence would emigrate thither from 
this country; especially as the elective 
franchise will probably hereafter be exer- ' 
cised in the executive, as well as in the legis- 
lative department of the commonwealth. 

In consequence of the new position which 
is about to be assumed by the citizens, all 
the wisdom and experience which can be 
afforded, will be required, to conduct the 
little ■ ship of state in safety across the tur- 
bulent waves of political independence. 
And I sincerely hope that the free people of 
color in the United States will throw aside 
their prejudices ; and be willing to unite 
with their brethren in Liberia, in showing 
to the world that they are capable of ap- 
preciating and enjoying the blessings and 
privileges of freemen in their own land of 
liberty. 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 

Washington City, August, 1846. 



Cruelty. — Several cases of the cruel 
treatment of servants and others, have been 
reported to us, which we had never dream- 
ed of finding among the free colonists of 
Liberia, but forbear for the present making 



any further disclosures. We mean how- 
ever to speak boldly and warn all who are 
disposed to inhuman severity: 
" A child's among ye taking notes, 
And faith he'll piintthem."— Xi6maflfra7d. 
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JTrom Vie 2Qih of July, to the 2Qth ofAvgu$t, 1846. 



MAINE. 

Bath— By Hon. Robert P. Dunlap, 
from Kev. John W. Ellingwood. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

By Dea. Samuel Tracy :— 

PlainJUld—DT, Baker 

jlcworth— Co]. J. Slader 

JHenniker—Ahel Conner 

CkMcord—-lS. G. Upham, $6, Geo. 
Hutchins, N. Evens, Samuel 
Farrington, R. Davis, Abiel 
Walker, P. Brown, and N. H. 
Col. Society, each $1, J. F. 
Brown, 50 cents, Andrew Mc- 
Farland,^2 

Manchester—J . A. Burnham, ou 
account of life-membership, $5, 
J. Thompkins, $1 60, Wm. Pat- 
ten, $1 • • • • 

Chester— E. Orcott, 50 cents, Hon. 
S. Bell, annual subscription, $5, 
Mrs. Peris Bell, $2, John White, 
$3, B. Tenney, 25 cents, Wm. 
Tenney, $1, J. Robinson, 60 

' cents, J. W. Noyes, $1 ...... . 

Pittsfield—Dedi, J. L. Thorndike, 

Canaan—Rev. S. Quimby 

JYanklin-Fiom Rev. Isaac Wright. 



50 



50 
1 00 
5 00 



14 60 



7 60 



13 25 

1 50 
50 

2 00 



CONNECTICUT. 

By Rev. Lyman H. Atwater :— 
Fairfield— Yrom Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sherman, to constitute Miss 
Elizabeth Bertram, of Jamaica, 

L. I., a life-member 

NEW YORK. 

By Rev. Wm. Gray: — 

:7ye— Collection in the Reformed 

,Dutch Church, in Tyre 

Caroline — Collection in the Rev. 

C. Yates' church, by the Rev. 

G. Mandeville, $16 59, Miss 

Margaret Mandeville, 60 cents. 



46 75 



30 00 



7 00 



16 09 



NEW JERSEY. 

J'air^Zd— Rev. Ethan Osborn... 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Jfilton— From James P. Sander- 
son, Esq 

J)antri/Z€— Collection by Alexan- 
der Montgomery, Esq 

Northumberland— Viom Mrs. Re- 
becca Boyd, per her daughter, 
Mrs. S. H. B. Smith 



23 09 
10 00 

20 00 
34 00 

20 00 



Unicmtovm — Collected from sun- 
dry persons, by Hugh Espy, Esq. 



15 00 



DIS'T. OF COLUMBIA. 

By Rev. Mr. Bean :— 
Washingt&n Oi/y— Collection in 

Christ's Church 

Alexandria— From a " member of 

Christ's Church" 



89 00 



7 75 

1 00 



VIRGINIA. 

By Rev. John Towies : — 
Millford Mills— Mrs. Orra Hen- 
derson, of Fauquier County. . . . 
Lexingtm—Fiom the Rockbridge 
F. Col. Society, with a small 
lot of cotton cloth and clotMng. 



S 75 



1 00 
4 00 



5 00 



TENNESSEE 

By Rev. Thomas J. Hall: — 
Farmingtm — Collection in Beth- 

berie Church 

KENTUCKY. 

Salvisa—UeY. Dr. CI eland, and J, 

J. McAfee, Esq., each $5 

By Rev. A. M. Cowan: — 
Mas(m Co.— Jno. Armstrong, Rev. 
R. C. Grundy, General Richard 
Collins, A. M. Janeway, M. A. 
Ryan, C. Shultz, each #10. F. 
W. Wheatiey, W. E. Sedden, 
each $5, John H, Shankland, 
$3, W. Cruttenden, #2, J. Brod- 
nich, J. L. Kirk, S. S. Miller, 
Rev. W. M. Grubbs, W. M. 
Murphy, Mrs. C. B. Ryan, each 



6 00 



10 00 



Carroll Co.— R. P. Butler. $5, 
W. B. Winslow, #2, Henry 
Moor, ^1. J. R. Vance, 50 cts. 

Gallatin Co. —James Hoggins. . . 



81 00 



8 50 
2 00 



101 50 



OHIO. 

By Rev. S. Wilson :— 

New Concord — Collection in the 
Churches of Pleasant Hill and 
Norwich 

StevbenvUle^Charles C. Be&tty, 
Esq., subscription for 1846, and 
1847 

Day^cm— Mrs. C.P. Hall, $25, 
other ladies in Dayton, #25 



6 00 

20 00 
50 00 
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Newark— By Rev. W. Wylie, col 
lectioD in his Church, $3 50 
from Licking Colonization So 
ciety, $16 60.. 

Warren — Mrs. Nancy Perkins. . 

West Liberfy — Collection in Pres 
byterian Church, by the pastor 
Rev. James H. Gill 

DayUm — Collection in the Wesley 
Chapel, M. £. Church, by Rev 
W. H. Raper, pastor 



20 00 
10 00 



10 00 



7 to 



123 00 



INDIANA. 

By Rev. B. T. Kavanaugh :— 

JLogansport — S. B. Linton, W. T. 
Webster, and C. Carter, each 
^1, N.Stone, B. G. Spencer, 
W. Tyner, J. Dair, L. Turner, 
A. M. Higgins, James Pursell, 
H. Barker, Jos. Dale, and J. 
Johnson, each 60 cents, S. Gun- 
nings, J. S. Wiley, James Dale, 
S. Barker, J. C. Elam, cash, Jo- 
seph Willis, H. A. Smead, each 
26 cts 10 00 

Soalh Bend—W. H. Patterson, $5, 
J. Gilmore, Dr. D, Dayton, J. 
Brownfield, A.* Mason, Hon, S. 
C. Sample, A. R. Harper, J. 
Stuyton, Mrs. Abigail Hacking, 
and J. Decamp, each $1, I). 
Shillings, Rev. M. Storer, M. 
Calwell, H. Carlton, S. Calfax, 
A. Bouguett, B. F. Price, F, R. 
Tutt, E. S. Reynolds, H. Fish- 
er, T. Chamberlin, Rev. J. B. 
De Mott, each 60 cts., C. Cald- 
well, M. Whitney, J. Lindsey, 
Mrs. E. E. Colfax, Dr. L. Hum- 
phreys, A, Defrees, C. M. 
Wright, C. M. Heaton, D.True, 
Mrs. Lucy Ann Lobdell, and 
J. N. Massey, each 26 cts., A. . 
Bennett, 12 cts 22 87 

Hammonds — -John Green, Mrs. 
Ann L. Green, J. Brower, D. 
Barrett, each #1. T. L. Hallo- 
way, Rev. J. Early, and J, Rud- 
dick, jr., each 60 cents, James 
Green, 40 cts., W. Auten, S. 
Grover, W. Wharton, Miss N. 
Rupe, Mrs. E. Roddick, and A. 
Sumption, each 26 cts 7 40 

Dover — Henry Gettinger, $1, J. 
Russell, jr., Charles Loring, 
each 25 ct^ 1 60 

JeffersonvUle — Collection in St. 
Paul's Church, by Rev. Charles 
H. Page, Louisville, Ky 5 00 



46 77 



ILLINOIS. 
By Porter Clay, Esq : — 
CarrolUon — Collections from sun- 
dry persons, in Greene County, 
per Mr. Magruder 9 00 

Total Contributions $647 86 

For storage at Monrovia, one year 
to August 4th $1,000 00 

FOR REPOSITORY. 
NEwHAaiPSHiRE. — By Deacon 
Samuel Tracy : — Suticook — Ira 
Osgood, 50 cts. Acworth — Dea. 
A. Lincoln, $1, David Montgo- 
mery, 76 cts., Dea. Z. Slader, 
$160, Ed. Woodbury, $1 50. 
Hopkinton — Rev. M. Kimball, 
$1 60, Mrs. M. Harvey, 
$1 60. Concord — Hon. S. Mor- 
rill, $1 60. Pembroke — ^Dea. 

F. Vose, for '44, $2. J. Tenney, 
to July, '47, $1 60. Manches- 
ter — J. A. Burnham, to June, 
*47, $8, Mrs. S. A. Burnham, to 
June, *47, $3, 1. Thompkins, to 
Oct., '46, $1 60, D. Gillis, to 
Aug., '46, 76 cts., H. Brown, 
for '46, $1 60. Chester^O. 
Richards, N. F. Emerson, John 
Picket, and Dea. J. Lane, each 
$1 60. Canaan — C. Blodget, 
$1 50. Pittsfield—Dedi, J. L. 
Thorndike, $1 50, James L. 
Treat,$150 83 50 

Massachusetts. -Xou'c/Z — G. H. 
Carlton, for '46, $1 60, J. 

G. Carney, for '46, $1 50, G. H. 
F. Corliss, for '46, $1 60, Dr. 
Elisha Huntington, for 1846, 
$1 60, Jno. Clarke, to '47, $1 60, 
John Aikin. Esq., to '47, $4 60. 
Concord — Mrs. L. P. Heywood, 
for '46, $1 60, Dea. Reuben 
Brown, for '46, $1 50, Dea. 
Elisha Holman, for '46, $1 50, 
Col. D. Shadduck, for '46-'47, 
$3, Wm. Monroe, for '46, $1 60, 
J. S. Keyes, for '46, $1 60, Mrs. 
Rebecca Bartlett, for '46, $1 60, 
Hon. Samuel Hoar, for '43-'44, 

$8 50 27 50 

New York,— CaroZin^— Subscrip- 
tion of Joseph Speed, Esq., to 

lstSept.'49 3 91 

Ohio. — Dresden — Daniel Still- 
well's subscription, to Jan. 7, '• 
'47, per J. Still well 1 00 

Total Repository 65 91 

- Total Contributions 547 86 

Storage 1,000 00 

Aggregate Amount $1,618 77 
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C0L0N1£A.T10N RoOMS, 

Washington Citt, jSug. 31, 1846. 

Mt Dbar Madam :— 'When I saw 
you last, you mentioned that a letter 
had been written by Willis Helmn^ 
ooe of. the slaves emancipated by the 
MTiU of the late Nathaniel Hooe, of 
King George Co., Va., who went to 
Liberia in the '' Roanoke," address- 
ed to Mr. D. Lewis, expressing great 
iUsaatisfaction with the Colony and 
wishing to return to Virginia. Since 
that time I have seen a copy of the 
letter. Being anxious to know some- 
thing of the facts in the case, I ad- 
dressed a letter to Dr. Lugenbeel) 
who was in Liberia at the time of 
their arrival, attended them during 
their sickness, and knew all about 
tiieir situation and prospects, on the 
subject of Willis' discontent, and I 
received his answer which was very 
satisfactory. I enclose you a copy 
of my letter to him, with his answer, 
and hope that you will have them 
inserted in your Fredericksburg pa- 
per, that they may thus be seen by 
the persons who have heard of the 
letter of Willis. 

I am^ with grreat respect, 

Yours, very truly, 
W. McLAIN. 

lIf9.ClRIimAN, 

Fredericksburg^ Va. 
19 



Colonization Rooms, 

Washington City, Mg, 22, 1846. 

Mt Dear Sir : — I have seen a 
copy of a letter written by Willis 
Hblmn,. one of the slaves emanci- 
pated by the will of the late Nathaniel 
Hooe, of King George Co., Va., 
who went to Liberia in the '* Roan- 
oke," in which he expresses great 
dissatisfaction with the state of things 
in Liberia ; complains that they can- 
not get enough to eat, that what they 
do get, is unfit to eai, and that they 
have to pay an enormous price for it; 
he says they are stqk, and that they 
all want' to get back to Virginia and 
be slaves again, that they would all 
rather be slaves in Virginia than/ree 
in Liberia ; and he begs all his friends 
to remain slaves for life, rather than 
go to Liberia; and he finally begs 
Mr. Lewis, to whom the letter is ad- 
dressed, to contrive some way to get 
him back to Virginia. 

As you saw these people and knew 
all about them, 1 should be pleased 
to learn whether they had any cause 
for complaint, whether they are all 
dissatisfied : And whether there was 
any thing peculiar in Willis', case 
that caused liim to write such a letter, 
and any thing else which you may 
think important to a right underatau- 
ding of their condition. 
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Some of the friends of Willis and | 
of Liberia have been greatly disti eas- 
ed at the contents of this letter. And 
it is thought that some explanations 
ore necessary in order that its state- 
ments may be properly understood. 
We who are familiar with the feel- 
ings of emigraius on their first land- 
ing in Liberia, know that they are al- 
most always dissatisfied for a time; 
that the fact of finding themselves 
entirely among strangers, in a new 
country, and under the necessi- 
ty of thinking and acting for them- 
■elves, together with the sickness of 
aeclimation, all tend to make them 
onhappy and discontented. And we 
also know that as soon as these causes 
are removed, they become both 
bappy and contented. And I shall 
myself be surprised if Willis does 
not himself soon become entirely 
■atisfied with Liberia, and regret that 
lie ever suffered that letter to be sent 
to his friends and prevent any of 
them from going to Liberia. 
Yours most truly, 

W.MoLAlN. 

'. W. LV0BNB£KL, M. D. 



Washington City, 

Jlugust 22, 1846. 

Rbt. and Dear Sir: — In reply to 
your note of this date, I have to state 
that I was in Liberia during several 
months after the arrival of ihe ^^ Ro- 
anoke," and that I had daily oppor- 
tunities of observing the condition of 
ihe emigrants who arrived in that 
vessel. 

In regard to the complaints of 
Willis Helmn, I would state that I 
frequently and freely conversed with 
bim, during my professional visits ; 
and that from the first time J saw 
bim, he seemed to be determined not 
to be 'satisfied with any thing; and 
that I did not perceive any thing in 
bis case different from what existed 
in the cases of others who arrived in 



the same vessel, and who were per- 
fHctly satisfied with their condition. 
Instead of not getting enough to eat» 
the fact is, they frequently got more 
than was really necessary, especially 
when they were sick; and I was 
obliged to request the storekeeper to 
curtail their rations, during their in- 
disposition, in order to prevent them 
from eating too much, and thereby- 
aggravating their sickness. The 
food which was furnished them was 
generally good and wholesome : and 
if you could have peeped into the 
houses of many of them, about the 
hour for dining, you would also, no 
doubt, have been convinced that their 
rations were sometimes unnecessari* 
ly large. 

It is true that sometimes, some 
difficulty existed in procuring fresh 
provisions ; but generally there was 
a sufficiency. And sometimes there 
was considerable difficulty in getting 
such articles of diet, as would suit 
the taste and condition of some of 
them, while prostrated by fever ; but 
even this difficulty did not oftea 
exist. 

On the whole, I think that neither 
Willis Helmn, nor any of the rest of 
the emigrants by the Roanoke, had 
any great cause for complaint. It is 
not uncommon for emigrants to be dis- 
satisfied during the first few months 
of their residence in Liberia, espe- 
cially those who, like Willis Helmn, 
go to the Colony reluctantly ; and 
who, like him, prefer slavery in this 
country to freedom on the other side 
of the Atrantic. But; even in many 
such cases as this, the emigrant* 
become not only satisfied with 
their condition, but expressed their 
unwillingness to return to the 
United States under any circum- 
stances. 

Permit me to state further, that 
the majority of those people from 
Mr. Hooe's estate, expressed them- 
selves as being pleased with their 
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Bftw home. I am rather inclined to 
think that the coloring of the narra- 
tive in Willis Uelmn's letter, as well 
as the penmanship, is in some mea- 
sure, the production of a white man, 

itXXtt fxo 

Ret. and Dear Sir: — The follow- 
ing extract from a letter which 1 re- 
eeived from one of my students in 
Liberia, will exhibit the condition of 
the immigrants who arrived in the 
Barque '* Rothschild," on the 15ih of 
March last ; and also, those who ar- 
rived in the ^ Roanoke,'* on the 8th 
of December preceding. You are at 
liberty to give it a place in the Re- 
pository, if you think proper. 

J. W. LUGEINBEEL. 



KxNTUCKT Settlement, Liberia, 

Jime 20th, 1846. 

Dkarlt beloted Sir : — The im- 
migrants who arrived in December 
last, by the Roanoke, appear to be 
tolerably well acclimated, there being 
Tery little sickness among them, with 
the exception of an occasional chill, 
produced generally by exposure to the 
damp weather; succeeded, however, 
by so little arterial excitement, as not 
to compel them to go to bed. Since 
your departure, there have been three 
deaths among them, all females — two 
adults and a girl*, the death of all of 
whom, I may jusdy say, was not pro- 
duced by the acclimating fever: how- 
ever, the "African fever" will be cens- 
ured and held responsible for the same. 

The Kentuckians, who arrived per 
Barque '*Roihschild," every circum- 
stance duly considered, are going 
through their acclimation tolerably 
well. But it is truly lamentable that 
•omany circumstances concur against 



who is not very friendly to the 
scheme of Colonization. 
Tours truly, 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 
Rev. W. McLain. 

m ifilitrta. 

their successful acclimation; and that 
too by their own imprudence and in- 
temperance. One circumstance es- 
pecially which operated very muck 
against some of them, and which I 
deeply regret, was their inordinate 
desire for ardent spirits. Having 
procured, on the passage out, a sup- 
ply of that baneful potation, they in- 
dulged th6ir appetites ; nor did some 
of them refrain from the use of the 
potent poison, even during the stage 
of arteiial excitement, accompanied 
with a preternatural determination of 
blood to the head. Thus, I consci- 
entiously believe, were two of this 
company brought to their death; both 
men of middle age. And one man 
went so far as to incorporate with his 
glass of whiskey, about an ounce of 
gunpowder; but, as Providence would 
have it, he is yet alive and walketh. 
Over such cases as these the medical 
man has little or no control. 

Besides the above, three children 
have died, and one adult, who died 
of inflammation of the brain. Their 
attacks of fever have been generally 
pretty severe; and most of them have 
had a second, and some a third at- 
tack ; consequently, we consider 
(hem nearly through their acclimation. 
All of them have been doing tolera- 
bly well for the last few weeks. 
With gratitude and esteem, 
I remain yours truly, 
JAMES S. SMITH. 



[From the Marjland Coloaization Journal.] 
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Wrrn joy unfeigned we make the 
above annunciation, and we doubt 
aoty our feelings meet with a warm 



response frorii every true friend of 
Liberia. From our first connection 
with ihe colony, fifteen years since, 
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vBgnkr and stated tnteroourae be- 
tween it and this country, has been 
Ae great desideratum ; and the want of 
it, one of the greatest obstacles to the 
^dirancement of the cause of African 
colonization. It is true, we felt the want 
4if a packet more sensibly when in the 
colonies, but there are reasons power- 
Cttiand cogent enough, ever obvious to 
fis, in our present situation as agent 
•cf the society, to induce a greater 
fiaerifice than the society now makes, 
to have this measure consummated. 

In the early and trying times of 
Ihe old colony, this measure was urg- 
ed by Ashmun, and subsequently by 
his successors, in its more j[)almy 
<iays. But we believe no actual steps 
w«re taken in the matter, until Judge 
Wilkeson purchased the Saluda on 
hia own account, and run her seve- 
ral voyages for the society. But the 
attempt proved a failure, mainly, we 
cj^ne, from two causes : 1st, the pur- 
chasing of an old vessel, instead of 
building a new one; and 2dly, by 
the vessel being owned by an indi- 
vidual or by the society, instead of a 
joint stock company. The society 
was in debt and unable to own a ves- 
sel, and the sailing of one tended 
:«tiU further to embarrass her. If the 
ivessel were to be owned by an indi- 
vidual, no guarantee could be given 
f&r her continuance in the trade longer 
tlliaa the inclination or interest of the 
iodividual dictated. 

It is now near ten years since 
the plan of establishing a Cape Pal- 
mas packet by the Maryland State 
Colonization Society was first broach- 
ed, and much spouting was made, 
ameh ink shed, and even the Muses 
and the ladies invoked to get the 
lliing under way — but it was no go. 
Another desperate effort was made in 
1841, after the State Colonization 
Convention, to get the Packet — 
-VBB Packet agoing ; and the agent, 
Mr. Kennard, obtained some liberal 
tions in the counties. Still i 



the thing hung fire, and would ftot 
go oflT. Finally, in the snmmer of 
1844, Major Wood, who was then ut 
the United States, and some of his 
colored friends in this city, tried 
to devise some feasible plan of com- 
mercial intercourse between the co- 
lored people in this country, and 
their friends in Liberia, through, or 
in connection with the Colonization 
Society. One idea suggested anothef» 
and one plan led to another, u&iil 
something like the present one wait 
adopted, viz : For the colored peo- 
ple in this country and Liberia, to 
form a joint stock company, to build 
a vessel to run regularly between the 
Chesapeake and Liberia, and to take 
the society's emigrants and merchan- 
dise on freight. The societies, the 
American and the Maryland State 
Colonization, each agreed to furnish 
annual freight and emigrants to the 
amount of $2,000 and more, should 
they have occasion to send it, at the 
customary rates of freight and pas- 
sage. 

The next movement was to obtain 
a charter, and the Legislature of the 
State of Maryland, with a liberality 
which greatly astonished our north- 
ern abolition states, at once granted 
a charter on the most liberal terma. 
The next thing was the casfL, and 
then came the pinch. The majority 
of the colored people of this city, 
with that jealousy which has over 
characterized their movementsr to- 
wards the friends of colonization, and 
that vacillation which wo fear will 
ever prevent their eEecting any thing 
great and good, hesitated, objected) 
suspected, and finally did nothing. 
Some few, however, came up to the 
scratch, and boldly put down their 
names, but in amounts far below 
what was required for building a 
packet. Application was then made 
to the Colonization Saeieti^atomaka 
good their guarantee of freigKt,* pv^ 
vided Uie aaount of atook ntl^ai^ 
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actibed for by the colored people, 
should be taken by white persons on 
condition of surrendering the same 
to such colored people as might de- 
sire it hereafter at cost and interest. 
This was finally assented to, and the 
subscription readily filled up. Now 
it was supposed, we could go on; 
but up comes another obstacle to the 
Packet concern, in the shape of the 
Oregon question, so we must wait 
until this palaver was set. Well, 
set it was, just in time to allow us to 
make a contract for the vessel as 
above stated. 

Here then, we are at this time. 
The keel of a barque of 275 tons 
laid, which is to be launched on or be- 
fore the 1st of November, (a descrip- 
tion of which with a cut we propose 
to give in our next number.) The com- 
pany is formed under the charter and 
the ofiicers[chosen. It is proposed that 
the vessel shall make her first voyage 
this fall with emigrants, and freight, 
from both the American and Mary- 
land Colonization Societies. Should 
mora loou be left aftertaking all pas- 
sengers and freight ofifered, it is pro- 
posed to fill her up with staple arti- 
cles of trade, on account of the com- 
pany, to be disposed of in the colo- 



nies. It is proposed to havea wlitte 
captain (for the first voyage or two, 
until some well informed responsible 
colored man can be found to take 
his place,) colored mates, crew, aad= 
supercargo if one be necessary. H 
is proposed to make two voyage*^ 
the first year, and afterwards to* in- 
crease the number if sufficient freight 
and passengers are ofiered. Tbe 
best accommodations will be prepar- 
ed for cabin passengers to and froBS 
the colonies, and no pains will be 
spared to render the packet a desirft- 
ble passenger vessel. 

Such is the outline of our plan, of 
which more details will be given in 
a future number. 

We may therefore congratnlate 
ourselves upon accomplishing at leasi 
two of the great objects proposed, 
viz: the establishment of regiilar 
communication between this countrjr 
and the colony, and the sailing of 
the Packet by colored officers andl 
crew ; and we do not yet despair of 
seeing the whole concern in the ow* 
nership of the colored people them- 
selves, and of seeing a flourishing^' 
commerce grow up between thens 
and their brethren in Liberia. — GLe^ 

ET BNOVOH FOR OIVB BAT ANTHOW* 



[From the Journal of Commerce.] 
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LiBBRiA. — The following letter 
from Governor Roberts is published 
for the information and satisfaction 
of those who liberally contributed 
•f their means for the relief of the 
Africans recaptured in the slaver 
Eons : . 

GOVERNMBNT HoUSB, 

Monrovia, June 27, 1846. 

(Ok^Bon. ike Ex. Committee 

N, Y. Stale Colonization Soeietif, 

GBifTLEKEN:— -By the good barque 
^Chatham,'' which arrived in our 
htrbot on the 8th instant, I had the 
Imsaot of receiving your communica- 



tion of April 29th, covering inwice 
and bills of lading for roeichandisr^ 
provisions, clothing, &;c., sent out by 
your society for the relief of the cap- 
tives landed in this colony from t&e 
slave ship " Pons.'* 

The arrival of the Chatham wiilt 
•supplies for these poor creatures, 
was truly opportune. The scarcity 
of provisions in the colony had re»- 
dered the condition of many of thens 
very distressing ; and serious feans 
were entertained that not only the 
captives, but the colonists too would 
soon begin to experience great 
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On the arrival of these captives inii 
the colony, the citizens generally, 
moved by sympathy rather character- 
isiic of our people, agreed to receive,, 
and did receive into their families a 
large number of them, promising to 
provide for them to the extent of 
their abilities. Many of the captives, 
however, fell into the hands of those 
whose limited means would not al- 
low them, when provisions began to 
grow scarce, to retain the poor cap- 
tives longer, without reducing their 
own families to want. The conse- 
quence was that in a few months 
hundreds of them, including a number 
who had been apprenticed to irre- 
sponsible persons, were thrown as 
paupers upon the community, most 
of them emaciated, sick and in 
a wretched state of helplessness. 
Scores of them, for the last month 
or two, have been hanging upon the 
skirts of our settlements, living prin- 
cipally on what they could plun- 
der from the colonists. Indeed, the 
present scarcity of provisions is ow- 
ing, in a great degree, to their nume- 
rous depredations upon the young 
crops of our farmers. 

Your benevolence will enable us 
at once to relieve the necessities of 
those in the settlements, and to pro- 
vide for the proper training and fu- 
ture comforts of those who are now 
roving about the country, whom I 
shall endeavor to collect as soon as 
practicable for that purpose. 

Your instructions respecting the 
distribution of these supplies, that 
they be distributed ** without parti- 
ality or discrimination, in the propor- 
tion of respective need of the cap- 
tives," shall be strictly observed. I 
feel sensibly the greater responsibili- 
ty resting upon me in regard to the 
proper application of the supplies 
you have entrusted to my care. I 
shall do the very best I can in the 



premises to give general satisfaction 
in carrying out the wishes of the 
contributors. I shall set about ^ the 
work immediately, and report to yom. 
by the earliest opportunity, what dis- 
position has been made of the sup- 
plies, and what is likely to be the 
result of your liberality upon the ob- 
jects of your care. 

Your appeal to the benevolence of 
the American public in behalf of 
those distressed captives, and the 
liberal response it met on the part 
of the citizens of New York, have 
awakened sentiments of deep grati- 
tude in the hearts of the people of 
these colonies. 

I should take great pleasure in 
rendering Mr. Cornish, who came 
out in the "Chatham," anv assis- 
tance in my power. Both Mr. Cor- 
nish and Mr. Roye claim the assis- 
tance promised, by the society, to 
emigrants six months after their arri- 
val in the colony. I shall supply 
them on account of the New York 
State Colonization Society, until I 
can learn your pleasure. 
. I am, gentlemen, most respectfully, 
I Your obedient servant, 

J. J. ROBERTS. 



Extract from a letter dated Monrovia, (Afri- 
ca) June 27tb, 1846. 

After a voyage of 35J dayi, I 
began to pry into the mysteries of 
this unfortunate country. To many 
Africans the vastness of the natural 
resources of this portion of the world 
would appear incredible. Its im- 
mense wealth every where abound- 
ing, in every thing. The first 
ground, I ascended, I found to be a 
rich bed of iron ore. Yet many 
poor people have suffered in the 
midst of these natural advantages and 
philanthropic provisions. 

The independence of the colony 
has been lately declared ;* from which 



* This is a slight mistake. The colony had been offered its independence by the So- 
ciety, ttnd the Colojual Council was to meet on the 13th July to consider the salyeet. 
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a new slate of things will arise. 
All classes will be benefited. 

Let prood men flock to this repub- 
lic; to promote and defend it« every 
interest, and the world will see 



Africa's day of glory returning. I 
have resolved on maki'g this place 
my future home. The business 
prospects of the country are beyond 
the most sanguine expectations. 



[F rom (he Journal of Commerce.] 

important fteatimony fr^m Mibttia, 



The following letters from Liberia 
are from a son of the Uev. S. E Cor- 
nish, of this city. The value of the 
writer's testimony is enhanced by the 
lact that till recently he was an aboli- 
iionisl, and, with his fatlier and other 
family friends, has regarded the ef^»rl^ 
of the Colonizatiun Society wiiii 
distrust: 

Monrovia, (Africa,) 

June 25, 1846. 

The good barque Chatham arrived 
safely in Monrovia in thirty-six days. 
"We anchored a mile from the shore, 
between two American vestels of 
war. We were becalmed ^ve days 
within 150 miles of the coast: also 
by night had tremendous squalls, 
which are common on this coast. 
Independently of the calm and 
squalls, we had a delightful passage. 
^As soon as we anchored, the natives 
came out to us in all directions in 
their canoes. If it were not for these 
natives, or *' Kroo-men," as they are 
called, it would be very diiHcult to 
get any thing on shore from vessels 
coming to this port. We arrived in 
the morning, and in the afternoon the 
Captain, Mr. Roye, and myself went 
on shore, and proceeded idirecdy to 
the Government House, where we 
were kindly received by Gov. Ro- 
berts, Judge Benedict, and the prin- 
cipal gentlemen in the place. I pre- 
sented my letters of introduction to 



vour city, with a view to complete 
his medical education. 

On a pers^on's first view of this 
place, he is very apt to form a poor 
opinion of it. Tliis was the case 
wiih me; but after I had beea 
amongst the people, and saw the man- 
ner in which they lived, and how 
intelligent and refined they were, 
and, above all, that they enacted, and 
were governed by, their- own laws, 
and when I considered that I was for 
ihe first time in my life breathing a 
free aimusphere, and in a country 
where the white man does not hold 
sway, and an individual.however hum- 
ble, if he qualifies himself, may attain 
to eminence and distinction, I real- 
ly felt surprised that I could have 
remained contented so long in 
America. 

I sincerely think, that if the co- 
lored people of the United States 
could only see what a fine country 
this is, and might be made by a little 
exertion, the r prejudices against the 
Colonization Society and the Colony 
would be entirely removed. From 
hearing the captain and sailors con- 
versing concerning the malignity of 
the African fever, and of the many 
deaths that hav^ been occasioned by 
it, 1 was frequently discouraged. I 
have conversed with several colonial 
physicians on the subject. They in- 
formed me that the change from the 
temperate to the torrid zone is so 
great, that most people coming here 
necessarily have to pass through the 



Mr. Roberts and Mr. Benedict. Dr. | acclimating process ; but there is not 
Roberts leaves in the Chatham for '< the least danger to be apprehended 
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from it, providing you take care of [ 
yourself. They say that it has a 
great resemblance to tlie fever and 
ague that you have in the United 
States, only that it is not half so severe. 
There are persons that have been 
here 18 or 20 years, and have never 
been afflicted in the least by the fe- 
ver; so you see that it has been 
greatly exaggerated. 

The Colony is about declaring its 
independence. 



Monrovia, June 27, 1846. 
This is really a beautiful country. 
The thermometer seldom ranges 
above 80 deg.; the air is temperate 
in the day time, and the nights are 
cool ; the same clothing is worn here 
that is worn in the United States, 
flannels not excepted. The popula- 
tion of Monrovia is estimated at one 
thousand. The wealthier and more 
respectable portion of the communi- 
ty are engaged in trade. The natives 
bring them palm oil, camwood, and 
ivory, and they receive goods in re- 
turn. Vessels come here from all 
parts of the world for the purpose of 
traffic. They trade with the natives 
Up and down the coast, and in a few 
years the captains of them become 
independently rich. 



Our governor is. considered as be* 
ing very wealthy, and lives in grand 
style, does a great deal of tradings 
and has charge of the Public Stores. 
You would be astonished if you could 
only see how readily goods of every 
description sell here, especially pro- 
visions, such as flour, pork, beef^ 
hams, butter, cheese, sugar, laid, 
mackerel, raisins, saleratus, and gro- 
ceries of all kinds are in great 
demand. 

The. women dress as finely here 
as they do in the United States. They 
do not pretend to wear domestics ; 
all their finery must be import* 
ed. This makes an excellent market 
for fine goods of all sorts, such as 
calicoes, muslins, linens, shawls, 
stockings, &c. * 

The whole continent is one de«^ 
pository of curiosities. Mechanics 
are very much needed. Clothing is 
very scarce here ; there is not a tai- 
lor in the place. Please send me 
what clothing you can obtain. Flan- 
nel is considered as being a great 
protection in this climate. 

Your aflectionate son, 

WM. C. CORNISH. 
Rev. Samuel E. Cornish, 

Comer of^fh and WooeUfits,^, 
New York city. 
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Proceedings of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the Kentucky Slate Colo- 
nization Society^ Frankfort^ Au- 
gust 26, 1846. 

Whereas, the Board has been of- 
ficially informed that the American 
Colonization Society, will use all 
monies raised in Kentucky for th^ 
Colonization cause, in transporting 
and providing for emigrants from 
Kentucky, to settle in Kentucky in 
Liberia; and whereas, by this promise 
of the American Colonization Socie- 
iyi no cause exists for any indepen- 



dent State action on the part of the 
Kentucky Colonization Society to 
advance the cause of Colonization in 
the State — therefore. 

Resolved^ That it is expedient to 
continue the existing relation that 
the State Society holds to the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society as one of 
its auxiliaries. 

Resolved^ That we recognize the 
Rev. A. M. Cowan, as the agent of 
the American. Colonization Society— 
and we do hereby appoint him as the 
sole agent of the KentHoky State 
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Colonisation Society, for the Slate of 
Kentucky ; and revoke all commis- 
sions heretofore given to all other> 
persons as agents of this society. 

Resolved^ That the Rev. Mr. 
Cowan make a report of his agency 
in this State to this Board, before the 
next annual meeting of the State 
Society. 

Resolved^ That the special object 
Af Mr. Cowan be to raise means to 



set out aS[i expedition of free color- 
ed people in Kentucky, and those 
who may be set free, to go to Liberia, 
in December next. 

Resolved^ That all editors of pa- 
pers, religious and political, in the 
State, be requested to publish the 
foregoing resolutions, and editorial- 
ly call the attention of their readers 
to the cause of Colonization in its 
interests to the people of Kentucky. 



ifctter from SiXti^^tn 51. jBensan. 



Bassa Cove, Grand Bassa, 

Liberia, Jpril 7, 1846. 

Dear Sir: — It is with much pleas- 
ure I acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the thirty-first of October 
last The interest manifested in my 
behalf in the United States, and es- 
pecially by yourself, (as I perceive 
by various papers,) has, together with 
the Divine assistance, buoyed my 
spirits above that state of despon- 
dency into which I would have no 
doubt fallen, by reason of the un- 
paralleled aggression committed by 
the British on the commerce of help- 
less Liberia, viz : the seizure of the 
John Seys. 

You remarked that, from what you 
had heard, you thought it would not 
be a difficult matter to make it ap- 
pear in Sierra Leone, that she was 
taken as reprisal. But, sir, their 
mode of adjudication is so very for- 
eign from any thing I have ever seen 
or read of among any people pro- 
fessing civilization, not to say Cliris- 
tianity, as that it seems altogether 
useless for me to seek any thing there 
in the shape of justice, and if I ever 
fet justice, it must be from some 
source possessing more moral prin- 
ciple than has as yet been manifested 
tX Sierra Leone, in the action taken 
on my vessel there. For after inef- 
fectually resorting to every stratagem 
thai seemed the least plausible to ef- 



fect her condemnation— my agent 
wrote me under date of August, (I 
think,) that my schooner had been 
acquitted in the Vice Admiralty 
Court, that after all their searchings 
and minute enquiries, nothing the least 
suspicious appeared; but strangely 
that the same court award that the 
defendant pay captors' cost, amount- 
ing to about eleven hundred dollars, 
and then I was to receive my proper- 
ty, (or rather schooner, and as much 
of her cargo as had not been destroy- 
ed.) The bill of cost fills up near- 
ly the pages of four sheets foolscap, 
and among the items there are some 
of the most ridiculous charges ima- 
ginable, so that I have abandoned all 
hope of getting any thing in the form 
of justice there. If the payment of 
one penny, in the sense they wish 
me to pay the 1,100 dollars, would 
be the means of possessing me of an 
independent fortune, the texture of 
my soul would not allow me. It is 
entirely discordant with my whole 
constitution. Gov. Roberts has offi- 
cially laid the subject before the En- 
glish Government, and with Kim and 
other respectable citizens, I cannot 
as yet believe, that that Government 
will countenance such a disgraceful 
outrage, but will make due restitu- 
tion. • ♦ • » » 

I think the settlements of Bassa 
are getting on pretty well. We hav& 



^V^^^^^^^h^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



•^.J"' ~l_ l^ll- 



306 



Letter from a Colonist, 



[October^ 



one of the finest countries in Libe- 
ria : as regards health, fertility, and 
natural resources it is not excelled ; 
all we want is good industrious immi- 
grants that will go cheerfully to work 
on their arrival, and in a few years 
they will be independent, if liberty, 
peace, and plenty can constitute one 
thus. Our people in Bassa, would 
be very glad of an accession. In 
Bassa Cove a number wish to move 
out on their farms, but as yet our 
number is too small to be divided, as 
our surrounding natives are not as 
effectually subdued as they are in our 
sister' county, for we have not had 
thirty emigrants sent to this county 
in six years. Governor Roberts 
would willingly send us a part of the 
annual arrivals were it optionary with 
him, but it seems that their destina- 
tion is fixed before they leave Ameri- 
ca. We hope our friends in Ameri- 
ca will remember us in future, and 
call to mind that ours is a young set- 
tlement and needs inhabitants more 
than our sister county, and moreover, 
the advantages for the industrious to 
aspire are greater here than in our 
sister county, as will be confessed by 

every candid man in the colony. 

* « ' « • • « « 

The number of persons engaged 
in farming at Bassa this season doubly 
exceeds the number of any former 
season : in fact it seems that our late 



difficulties have had the happy efiTect 
( f begetting in us an increasing at- 
tachment to our country and a desire 
for the development of its resources. 

We firmly believe that the hand of 
God is in the colonization cause, and 
that Liberia and Liberians are the in- 
struments by which he intends effect- 
ing certain purposes, and if we are 
obedient no weapon that is formed 
against us shall prevail, the everlast- 
ing arms are underneath us. Jeho- 
vah is our strong hold and defence. 
We cannot express the gratitude and 
harmony of spirit we' feel towards 
our friends in America — I mean the 
friends of Colonization there. They 
are the friends of a cause that has for 
its object the most exquisite good, 
good which nothing but eternity can 
adequately develope, — a cause that 
has been the means of planting the 
glorious standard of the Prince of 
Peace upon the Idolatrous shores of 
benighted Africa, from which (even 
Liberia)thelightofthe glorious gospel 
of the Son of God is eminating, and 
we trust will continue to shine fortk 
till Ethiopia stretch out her hand to 
her God and Africa is redeemed. 

May the Lord continue to energize 
you in your efforts in our behalf. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
Yours obediently, 

STEPHEN A. BENSON. 
Rev. W. McLain. 



ittttt from a (iolonttt. 



We have been politely furnished 
by the Rev. Mr. Towles, Millford 
Mills, Va., with the following extracts 
from a letter received by him from 
one of the people whom he sent to 
Liberia in the Roanoke ; 

Monrovia, June 23(f, 1846. 

Dear Madam: — Your very kind 
letter came safe to hand ; I was much 



rejoiced indeed to have the pleasure 
of receiving a letter from you. It 
showed plainly that you had not for- 
gotten me nor the rest of ipy fellow 
servants, although we be in this far- 
off land. You will be pleased to 
hear, no doubt, that I am now living 
with the M. Epis. Missionaries, Mrs. 
Susan H. Benham. 1 am in good 
health as I could expect, some chills 
and fevers still hang on to me yet ti 
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the sequel of the aroliinating fever. 
Maria is at Mill:«burgh, a town about 
20 miles from this, at school, under 
Mrs. Wilkins, who keeps a female 
seminary. 

Polly is well—! have no doubt but 
that she will write you by this con- 
veyance. 

This land is the onlv land where 
the colored man can say he \sfree. 
Here he can truly say in the laiiguag« 
of one of our colored editors: 

*< The soul erect and free 
Hence ever more shall be ; 
To none we'll bend ihe knee, 
Lut Nature's God." 

Tell all who enqutre after me that 
lam perfectly »aiisjied^ nor ctuld 
any one induce me to return to 
•America to live. It is true we are 
destitute of many litile comforts of 
life here that we were used to in a 
temperate climate, but are not all new 
countries subject to like misfortunes 
in their early history? You said 
nothing of our litile Luminary, a 
Methodist paper published here : i 
«ent you a few files, did you receive 
them or no. There was no postage 
charged me on your letter that you 
sent. My Chrisiiana is well ; you 
may say to Vivian, I have no doubt 



but he would be glad to see her, she 
is growing to be a fine child. I was 
very glad indeed to hear from your 
children. * * « « • 

Anna has professed religion — f saw 
her a few days — she was well. It 
appears that we all came to Africa 
(or some good purpose, at least tor 
are bmefiled thereby. You may 
lell the colored friends 1 will not 
wriie to them uniil ihey write me. 
You will please the next lime you 
write lo Ijancasler Co., give my love 
to all my friends, an<l Polly's also. 
I gave Polly paper lo write — I cannot 
say whether she has written you or 
no. Now let me say to you, I still 
love God, and do feel that he loves 
me, for he has raided up friends for 
me in this far-off land, among stran- 
trers. God is love. Will you serve 
him in spirit, faitlifully keeping his 
law, running in ihe way of holiness 
with obedience and delight.? May 
he preserve you and yours, and grant 
us a happy meeting in Heavea. 
Amen. 

My brother's pen is so bad he can't 
write any more now. I conclude bj 
entreating you to pray for me. 

I am vouis affeciionately, 
EMILY SAUNDERS. 



jTibtrU iTtfiUlatian. 



As a specimen of the manner in 
which the Legislators of the-Com- 
monwealth of Liberia discharge their 
duties, we publish the following ac/s 
passed at the session of the Colonial 
Council held last January, and print- 
ed at the Herald ofiice by authority, 
in pamphlet form, by L. D. James, 
Monrovia. 

Alf ACT REOt7LAT[NO COMMBRCB AND 
REVENUE. 

Sb«. L Be it enacted by the 



Governor and Council in Legialch 
ture assembled., an't it is hereby en,' 
acied by the authority of ihe samty 
That from and afier the passage of 
this act, that so much of the 2d sec- 
lion ol the act regulating commerce 
and revenue as relates to captains or 
supercargoes of foreign vessels being 
bound to do their business through 
the intervention of commission mer- 
chants, be repealed,and it be optional 
with captains or supercargoes to do 
their own business under the inspec- 
tion of the collector. This, however, 
shall not be so construed as toprefent 
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taptains or supercarproes from em- 
ploying any commission merchant, if 
they prefer doing so. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. 
That that part of the 20lh section of 
&e above act which reads, that all 
** licenses ^hall commence with the 
first of January,'^ be so altered that 
the fiscal year shall commence with 
the second Monday in February. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ 
That captains or supercargoes of fo- 
reign vessels shall be required, before 
they commence doing business in the 
Commonwealth, to execute a bond, 
with good sureties, to the collector, in 
behalf of. the Commonwealth, in the 
sum of five hundred dollars, to secure 
the duties and other claims which may 
have been contracted by such cap- 
tains or supercargoes, with any citizen 
or citizens of this Commonwealth, 
and that all captains, when settling 
with the collector, shall make oath 
before said collector, that he has ren- 
dered a true account of all the goods 
he has landed. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. 
That captains or supercargoes, who 
may wish to land and leave goods in 
either of the ports of entry of this 
Commonwealth, either for sale or 
storage, shall be permitted to do so 
uuderthe following regulations: The 
collector shall personally superin- 
tend the landing of all such goods, 
mark, or otherwise note the packages, 
and record in a book the marks and 
contents of each package, as soon as 
said goods are landed, the full amount 
of duties *shall be paid on said arti- 
cles. Provided, however, that if the 
said articles are unsold, and reshipped 
in unbroken packages, and sent be- 
yond the limits of the colony within 
three years from the date of landing, 
the collector shall give a certificate 
to the shipper, certifying the same^ 
which certificate, when presented to 
the Commonwealth Treasury, shall 
entitle the shipper to receive back 



three-fifths of the duties paid on the 
goods so shipped beyond the limits 
of the colony. The collector shali 
be entitled to a fee of one dollar and 
fifty cents per diem for all services 
rendered under the provisions of this 
section. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacttdj 
That all goods, wares, merchandise, 
books, and scientific apparatus, t^at 
may be brought into the colony to 
promote the cause of education^ shall 
be exempted from duties. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. 
That the price of licenses to transact 
commission business shall be fifteen 
dollars per annum, and the price of 
license to retail ardent spirits in any 
quantity less than one gallon, shall 
be five hundred dollars per annum ; 
and for one gallon, or any quantity 
above one gallon, shall pay for license 
the sum of one hundred dollars^ 

Sec. 7. Be it further enact ed. 
That any person not having a license 
to retail less than one gallon of spi- 
rituous liquors, and who shall issue, 
or deliver at any one time less than 
one gallon, or sufi*er any spirituous 
liquors to be drank in their shop or 
store, shall, on conviction, be fined 
in any sum not less than $25, nor 
more than $100, for the first offence, 
and double the amount of fine for the 
second. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enactedf. 
That captains, supercargoes, or com- 
mission merchants for them, shall be 
allowed to sell as small a quantity as 
one gallon of spirituous liquors, with- 
out obtaining a license for the same, 
when the vessel is in harbor. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted^ 
That all trading on board foreign 
vessels in any of the harbors of this 
Commonwealth shall be considered 
unlawful, unless under the in^peeticm 
of the collector, or his deputy. Per- 
sons convicted of violating this sec- 
tion, shall forfeit and pay to the 
Commonwealth double the amount 
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of the article so sold. Notification 
of the provision of this section shall 
be inserted in the Port Regulations, 
A copy of ivhich shall be left on 
board of every merchant vessel en- 
tering the ports of this Common- 
wealth. 

Sec. 10. wfnrf be it further enact- 
ed^ That the second section of the act 
entitled ^*An act regulating com- 
merce and revenue," be and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

▲ir ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COMMON 
' SCHOOLS. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Go- 
vernor and Council in Legislature 
tasembled^ and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same^ That 
from and after the passage of this act, 
that the sum of one thousand dollars 
be appropriated annually out of the 
Treasury of the several counties, to 
be apportioned to each town, accord- 
ing to the number of its inhabitants, 
for the exclusive purpose of assisting 
to educate the youths of this Com- 
monwealth. 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted. 
That in towns or villages where 
schools are supported by benevolent 
institutions for the purpose of edu- 
cating the yotfths of this Common- 
wealth, the superintendents or direc- 
tors of such schools may draw quar- 
terly, semi-annually, or annually, on 
the Governor of the Commonwealth, 
foi: the amount appropriated and ap- 
portioned to such schools. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. 
That a committee of three persons 
be appointed by the Governor in 
•each town, whose business it shall 
be to report annually to the Legisla- 
ture the state of the school in their 
town, the number of children taught, 
and other prospects connected with 
the school. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ 
That in towns or villages where 
•eUook are not supported by bene- 



volent instttutions, the Governor of 
the Commonwealth may apply the 
amount apportioned to that town or 
village in the best manner to secure 
the education of the youths of said 
town or village. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ 
That any law conflicting with the 
above act be and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF THE 

POOR. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Go- 
vernor and Council in Legislature 
assernbled^ and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same. That 
the Governor of this Commonwealth 
be instructed and authorized, and he 
is hereby instructed and authorized, 
to assign in each county of the Com- 
monwealth from any ' unassigned 
lands, a tract of land not less than 
five acres in each assignment. And 
that he cause to be erected on each 
assignment immediately a sufficient 
house or number of houses, to con- 
tain the poor of each county, said 
house or houses to be in the best 
style as to durability and comfort, of 
native workmanship, and to be as 
secure and comfortable as that cha- ' 
racter of houses will admit of. 

Sec 2. Be it further enact edf 
That persons applying for relief from 
the public funds, and who may be 
regarded as proper objects of public 
bounty by the officers appointed to 
take cognizance of such cases, shall 
be relieved only on condition that 
they go to the houses erected in pur- 
suance of the first section of this act,, 
and only while actually residing on 
said assignments. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ 
That all persons who shall thus be- 
come public beneficiaries by residing 
on these assignments, shall be com* 
pelled, when bodily health will ad*- 
mit, to employ themselves in any 
way which may be directed by the 
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ofEeers authorized to direct them. 
Persons who may be regarded capa- 
ble of laboring refusing to do so as 
directed, shall be expelled from the 
premises, and no longer enjoy the 
public bounty. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ 
That said premises shall be furnished 
with all suitable tools and implements 
for cleaning and cultivating the land, 
aud as soon as circumstances will 
warrant it, with knitting-needles, 
■pinning-wheels, looms and cotton, 
for the purpose of manufacturing 
eloth. Sec. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted. 
That the physicians in each county 
be requested to visit by turns the said 
establishments, render medical aid 
and advice to those who may need 
■nch assistance. That a proper and 
suitable person be employed to re- 
side on each of these assignments, to 
whose care the inmates of the estab- 
lishments shall be consigned, they 
shall afford all necessary aid and at- 
tention to the sick and infirm, and 
superintend the operations of those 
who may be put to labor. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. 
That in addition to the overseers of 
the poor already appointed, six per- 
sons shall be appointed in each coun- 
ty of this Commonwealth, through 
whom persons wishing to avail them- 
selves of the beneficial provisions of 
this act may make application ; when- 
•ver such application is made, any 
three of said committf/e of six per- 
sons concurring in the justness of the 



applicant's claim to relief, shall have 
authority to admit said applicant into 
the premises by note to that effect to 
the superintendent. It shall be the duty 
of one of this committee to assign the 
labor of those who may be fit to labor^ 
to visit every week the said establish- 
ment, to ascertain the condition of 
the inmates, and to inquire whether 
the superintendent discharges full/ 
the duty assigned to him. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enactedy 
That the sum of twelve hundred 
dollars be appropriated, and the 
said sum is hereby appropriated, to 
carry out the provisions of this act, 
which shall be divided among the 
three counties of this Commonwealth 
in a just proportion of its poptdation. 

Skc. 8. Be ii further enacted^ 
That the Governor be authorized to 
make, from time to time, such other 
regulations as may seem best adapted 
to carry out to the fullest extent the 
humane aud benevolent objects of 
this act. 

Sec. 9. And he it further enacted^ 
That the property of paupers who 
may die on the premises shall be 
chargeable with the amount which 
may have been expended on said de- 
ceased pauper. No person who may 
avail himself or herself of the bene- 
fits of said establishment shall have 
the privilege of disposing of their 
property, either real or personal, by 
bequest or otherwise, so as to prevent 
said property from being responsible^ 
for the amount expended on said 
[ pauper. 



jPr. itttran^er on €oi0n\}tLt\on, 



Wk commend to the earnest con- 
sideration of our friends the follow- 
ing important statements from the pen 
ef Dr. Alexander, of Princeton, con- 
tained in his History of African Colo- 
nization: 



introduction. 

The best method of disposing of 
the free people of color, so as to 
promote the highest interests both 
of them and the citizens of this coun- 
try, among whom they dwell, is e 
subject of momentous consequence^ 



1846.] 



Dr. Alexander on Colonization. 



31t 



concerning which very different opin- 
ions have been enteilained. The 
idea of providing a place for them on 
the coast of Africa, met the views of 
a large number of the most intelli- 
gent and benevolent men in this 
country ; and the apparent difficulty, 
if not impracticability, of removing 
so great a number of persons to such 
a distance, furnished, for a long time, 
the only objection to the enterprise. 
The obstacles were indeed very for- 
midable, and would have discouraged 
the efforts of any men not animated 
by a noble enthusiasm in the cause 
of humanity. The first difficulty 
was to obtain a territory on the coast 
of Africa — a country possessed by 
numerous savage tribes, all deeply 
engaged in the slave trade, and jeal- 
ous of every body, and every meas- 
ure, which might possibly interfere 
with this nefarious traffic. The Le- 
gislature of Virginia had made an ef- 
fort, through the President of the 
United States, to acquire such a ter- 
ritory, but without success. How 
then could it be expected, that a vol- 
untary association, without funds, 
and without the aid of civil govern- 
ment, would be able to plant a colo- 
ny on the shores of a continent more 
than three thousand miles distant? 
But great as were the obstacles in the 
way of success in this enterprise, 
they have been overcome. Liberia 
not only exists, but is in a flourish- 
ing condition. Perhaps no colony 
has ever existed where so much 
that is calculated to render society 
respectable and happy, was to be 
found. An undoubted right to a ter- 
ritory of considerable extent has been 
secured, by fair purchase from the 
native kings and chiefs. The coun- 
try is uncommonly beautiful and fer- 
tile, and to the natives, or those who 
are acclimated, as healthy as any 
country in the world. The people 
•f the colony live in comfortable 
houses, and are plentifully supplied 



with food, with moderate labor. 
The country is also well situated for 
commerce, by attention to which, » 
number of persons have acquired a 
handsome property, and live in as 
much elegance and affluence as the 
majority of merchants in this country. 
The privileges and security of a regu- 
lai: republican government are fully 
enjoyed. The people choose their 
own representatives, and have a le- 
gislature and judiciary of their own 
choice and their own color; the only of- 
ficer appointed by the board of mana- 
gers in this country is the governor; 
and for some years, this office hav 
been i^Hed, both at Monrovia, and 
Cape Palmasj by colored men. From 
all accounts, there is as much good 
order, morality, and subjection to 
law, in Liberia, as in any other coun- 
try ; and the evidence of it is, the 
peaceful state of society, and the 
small number of convictions for trans- 
gressions of the laws. 

The community of Liberia is also 
distinguished for its schools anii re- 
ligious privileges. Nearly all the 
children of the colony have the op- 
portunity of attending school; and 
almost the whole population are in 
the habit of regular attendance on 
public worship on the Sabbath ; we 
do not know any community upon 
earth where so great a portion of the 
people are serious professors of re- 
ligion. All intelligent persons who 
have visited the country, however 
strong their prejudices against the 
colony before, have come away very 
favorably impressed in regard to its 
prosperous condition ; all visiters 
have concurred in declaring, that the 
people appeared almost universally 
to be contented with their condition, 
and to entertain no wish to return t9 
this country. The problem has been 
fairly solved, that the colored race 
are as capable of improvement as the 
whites, and in every department of 
government they have manifested 
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BOimd sense and discretion, equal to 
nrhat could have been expectea from 
people of any other nation, with no 
greater advantages of education, than 
they have enjoyed. Indeed, we have 
not seen any state papers which in- 
dicated sounder judgment and more 
just diBcernment of the true interest 
of the colony, than those of Governor 
Roberts. Even in his correspon- 
dence with officers of the British I 
Navy, on points of internal law," 
he appears to great advantage ; and 
we understand that the administra- 
tion of Governor Russwurm has 
given such entire satisfaction to the 
Maryland Colonization Board, that 
they are entirely unwilling that he 
«hould resign his office. 

Two things in' relation to Hie na- 
tive Africans deserve special atten- 
tion ; the first is, that several hun- 
dred natives, recaptured from slave 
ships, have been settled in the colo- 
ny, in a village by themselves, and 
are now among the most orderly and 
industrious of the citizens, having, 
for the ^most part, embraced Christi- 
anity, and possessing schools and 
churches, where young and old at- 
tend with as much order and solem- 
nity as in any civilized country. 
The other is, that many thousands 
of the natives choose to reside within 
the territory of Liberia, for the sake 
of security and peace, which they 
there enjoy; and willingly obey the 
laws of the colony. 

And although hostile and formida- 
ble attacks were made on the colonists 
when they were few in number, so that 
their preservation must be ascribed to 
the remarkable interposition of Provi- 
dence — yet, now, they are free from 
all apprehension of danger, and are 
at peace with all the surrounding 
tribes. And so high is the opinion 
entertained of the government of the 
colony, that frequently the disputes 
among the neighboring tribes are 
referred to them for arbitratipn. 



The influence of the colony in pai^ 
ting an end to the slave trade, has 
l^en confessedly great. The coast 
w Inch is now possessed by the colony, 
had long been famous for this in- 
human traffic ; but now along a coast 
of three hundred miles, there is not 
more than one or two places, where 
any slaver dare enter. It may truly 
be said, that more has been done by 
the establishment of this little re- 
public of freemen, to suppress the 
slave trade, than by the combined 
operations of both the British and 
American navies. Reflecting men. 
both in Great Britain and in this 
country, seem now to be convinced, 
that the only effectual method of 
putting an end to the slave trade is 
to plant colonies along the coast, and 
to make trading and agricultural es- 
tablishments in every accessible part 
of the interior. 

Whether this colony was com- 
menced in wisdom, or imprudently^ 
it now exists, and cannot be aban- 
doned. There it stands on the sav- 
age coast of Africa, and is likely to 
exist for a long time to come. Hith- 
, erto no ill consequence has followed 
from the prosecution of the scheme 
of colonization, except the sacrifics 
of a number of valuable lives on a 
coast pecuiiiurly unfavorable to the 
constitution of white men. It has 
provided a home for some thousands 
of colored people, a large portion of 
whom exchanged slavery for free- 
dom, and a degraded condition in 
society for one of independence and 
dignity. Who can doubt that the 
colonists of Liberia are in a far mora 
eligible state, than if they had re- 
mained in this country ? And who 
can tell the beneficial influence which 
they may hereafter exert on the na- 
tive inhabitants of the dark continent 
of Africa? This little free republio 
may, for aught we know, be the germ 
of a great and flourishing empire. 
Look back three hundred years, ani 
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jou will see a few feeble colonies of 
Europeans struggling with the most 
formidable difficulties, and often on 
the very verge of extinction. And 
now behold these small colonies 
grown to be one of the most pow- 
•erful nations upon the earth; ex- 
tending their commerce to every 
quarter of the habitable globe ; pro- 
ducing by agriculture, in rich abun- 
dance, all the articles most necessary 
for man's subsistence ; and, manufac- 
turing clothing far more than is 
needed by its twenty millions of in- 
habitants^ Let it be considered that 
the same benignant Providence which 
watched oVer this rising country, and 
raised it to its present eminence 
among the nations of the earth, has 
also smiled on the infant republic of 
Liberia. The indications of Divine 
favor towards this colony have been 
most marked, ^nd some of them tru- 
ly extraordinary, as will most fully 
appear in the events recorded in the 
following history. 

The principal difficulties have been 
encountered and overcome. A work 
has been achieved, by a few indefati- 
gable and philanthropic men, which, 
to posterity, will, we doubt not, ap- 
pear the most interesting and remark- 
able event of the first part of the 
nineteenth century. No such work 
was ever before accomplished by 
means so inadequate. Unless Provi- 
dence had signally prospered the en- 
terprise, the object could never, have 
been realized. It is to us, who have 
with interest marked every disaster, 
and every step of the progress, a 
most astonishing object of contem- 
plation, that a private association, in 
a little more than twenty years, 
should, by voluntary contributions, 
without the aid of general govern- 
ment, have been able to establish a 
well ordered and happy republic on 
the desert shore of Africa, at the dis- 
tance of three or four thousand miles! 
This is, indeed, a thing which would 
20 



scarcely be credited, if its truth de- 
pended on common historical testi- 
mony. The idea of removing all the 
colored population of this country, 
has been ridiculed as fanciful and im- 
practicable. But however short the 
enterprise may come of accomplish- 
ing all that would be desirable, in 
regard to this unhappy race, yet let 
it be kept in mind, that whatever 
may be accomplished, is so much 
clear gain ; gain to those who go, by 
greatly meliorating their condition; 
gain to those who stay, by diminish- 
ing their numbers ; gain to the white 
population who desire to be exempt 
from this class of people, and pros- 
pectively an inconceivable gain to 
Africa, by kindling on her borders 
the light of Christianity, civilization, 
and useful science. 

If not another individual should be 
added to the colony from this coun- 
tryr Liberia may still flourish and in- 
crease, and become a rich blessing to 
benighted Africa. It should be re- 
membered, however, that the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society never pro- 
posed such a thing, as the object of 
this institution, as the removal to 
Africa of the whole colored popula- 
tion of this country. Their plan 
embraced no others than free people ; 
they carefully avoided any interfe- * 
rence with those held in bondage by 
the laws of the State where they re- 
side. The only influence which the. 
colonization scheme can have • on 
slavery is indirect — by furnishing a 
comfortable asylum for such as are 
free. Many conscientious and bene- 
volent slaveholders, who were re- 
strained from emancipating their 
slaves, from the consideration that 
there was no place that they could 
advantageously send them ; upon see- 
ing that the colony in Africa furnish- 
ed such an asylum as they wished, 
have begun to liberate their slaves, 
and in a number of instances, to fur- 
nish them with every thing necessary 
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for the yoyage, and, in some cases, 
besides giving them an outfit, have 
generously paid their passage. The 
Colonization Society, therefore, while 
it never proposed emancipation as its 
object, has done more, incidentally, 
to promote emancipation than all the 
abolition societies in the country. 

Indeed, these have, as far as is 
known to us, redeemed no slaves 
from bondage, but without intending 
it, have, by the course which they 
have pursued, riveted the chains 
which confined the slaves more close- 
ly than ever. No one has a right to 
complain on account of the emanci- 
pation of slaves by the will i^nd free 
consent of their owners. The abo- 
litionists, if sincere in their profes- 
sions, ought to rejoice in ever)' in- 
stance of the kind ; and the advocates 
of slavery have no right to complain, 
for the fewer of the number left, the 
more valuable their services. But if 
Liberia should continue to doi^rish 
and increase, it is not so improbable 
as many suppose, that the greater 
part of the African race now in this 
country will, in the inscrutable dis- 
pensation of Providence, be restored 
to the country of their fathers. Why 
80 many of this unhappy race were 
ever permitted to be brought to Ame- 
rica, begins now to appear. They 
Wf^re sent here by a benignant Provi- 
dence, overruling the wicked passions 
of avaricious men, that they might be 
christianized and civilized, and might 
carry back to their benighted coun- 
trymen the principles of religion, 
freedom, and representative govern- 
mrnt. But whether these hopes shall 
ever he realized or not, much good 
for Africa may be effected by the 
colonization enterprise; much good 
has already been effected, and the 
beneficial results of the colony will 
nr t stop here ; every thing is in pro- 
gress, and the time, even the set 
t'mp, to favor this long benighted 
land, is drawing near. No instru- 



mentality is so likely to be effectoal 
to bring light and civilization to her 
tribes, as the return of her own sons, 
ff the Pagans in Afiica are ever con- 
verted, as we believe they will be, it 
must be by the preaching of the 
Gospel ; and in order to this, mis- 
sionaries must be sent; and it is ma<- 
nifest, that the existence of Christian 
colonies in that countr}', will furnish 
a degree of safety to preachers of 
the Gospel which they c^uld not 
otherwise enjoy ; and afford facilities 
for introducing the Gospel in the in- 
terior, which in no other yray could 
be had. Already these little settle- 
ments on the coast of Africa have be- 
come fields of missionary labor; for 
the natives continue to dwell in the 
territory ceded to the colony ; and 
while they are under the civil juris- 
diction of its government, they retain 
their own towns and personal pro- 
perty. It is true that at Cape Palmas 
some misunderstanding took place 
between the government and the mis- 
sionaries of the American Board ; but 
this furnishes no argument against 
the utility of colonies as auxiliaries 
to missions. The occasion of this 
difference may have been owing ta 
unreasonable demands and expecta- 
tions on the part of the missionaries.- 
On ibis subject we wish to express 
no opinion ; but surely this diflerence 
of opinion between the officers of 
government and the missionaries 
does not in the least prove ihat the 
existence of colonies may not he 
highly beneficial to the operations 
of missionaries among the heethea. 
P the/ missionaries at this place have 
found ihe vicinity of the colony im- 
portant ; and in one instance, a mor^ 
thy missionoiry was exposed to im- 
minent danger from the violence* of 
the savages, from which he was de- 
livered by the seasonable arrival of 
one of our vessels of war. But had 
there been no colony there, no such 
relief would be experienced. Mis- 
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sionaries greatly need the aid and 
protection of civil authority, as ap- 
pears by the present unhappy condi- 
tion of the islands in the Pacific. 
All that can reasonably be inferred 
from the unpleasant disagreement 
alluded to is, that missionaries should 
be very careful to submit to the laws, 
and obey the orders which may be 
found necessary for the welfare of the 
colonies where they reside, and grate- 
fully to accept the protection and fa- 
cilities for introducing the Gospel, 
afforded by the colonies. And Chris- 
tian rulers in these colonies should i 
do every thing in their power to aid 
the missionaries in their arduous 
work of propagating the Gospel 
among the surrounding Pagan tribes. 
But it is not an unfounded expecta- 
tion, that the colonists themselves 
will establish missions among the 
heathen in their vicinity, for they 
have already commenced the work. 
Both the Methodist and Baptist de- 
nominations have engaged in this 
work, and not without success. In- 



deed, it is our belief that this great 
work of evangelizing Africa will be 
accomplished, not so much by mis* 
sionaries sent from abroad, as by the 
zeal and Christian enterprise of the 
various colonics which from time to 
time will be planted along the whole 
western coast of Africa. Some very 
interesting facts have recently oc- 
curred in relation to this subject in 
the colony of Sierra Leone. A num- 
ber of recaptured Africans from this 
country in the interior, after being in- 
structed in the doctrines of Christian- 
ity, were desirous of revisiting their 
native land, and were accordingly 
furnished wiih the means of return- 
ing to their friends. The communi- 
cations of these converted Africans 
prepared the way for a visit from 
missionaries sent out from Sierra 
Leone, who have been cordially re- 
ceived by the king of a region of 
which little was heretofore known: 
and there is now a pleasing prospect 
of propagating the Gospel in this 
benighted region. 



[From the Golonizationist.] 

IHH IB it? 



Why is it that the Abolitionists 
are so opposed to Colonization ? Is 
it because colonization subserves 
the highest interests of the free co- 
lored people in this country, giving 
them the opportunity of escaping the 
depression they experience here, and 
going to a land where they can enjoy 
alj the sweets of liberty without any 
to molest or make them afraid? » Is 
it because colonization, by a splen- 
did practical example, has shown that 
the colored race are capable of self- 
government, and has thereby awak- 
ened hope and enlisted sympathy in 
their behalf, in every part of the ci- 
vilized world ? Is it because colo- 
nization has already, without vio- 
lence and without excitement, been 



the means of emancipating hundreds 
of slaves, and carrying them, when 
free, beyond thie reach of prejudice, 
to a country where they breathe no- 
thing but the pure air of liberty, and 
where every surrounding influence 
is healthful and ennobling? Is it 
because colonization has proved it- 
self to be more effectual as a means 
of suppressing the slave trade than 
all the ships of war that were ever 
manned for that purpose ? Is it be- 
cause colonization is the last hope 
of Africa, and promises, through the 
agency of her own sons, to scatter in 
every part of her benighted territory 
the blessings of pure reliffion, ra- 
tional 1 berty, useful science, and re- 
I presentative government? Are these 
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the reasons which operate upon the 
minds of abolitionists, and cause 
them to attack the Colonization So- 
ciety and all its active friends with 
such bitter denunciation and unre- 
lenting fury ? Must we believe that 
after all their philanthropic profes- 
sions they wish to keep their colored 
brethren in a state of civil and social 
depression ? Must we believe, that 
when masters come forward and 
emancipate their slaves that they may 
go to a country where their condi- 
tion will be better and their prospects 
fairer in every respect than they 
could be here, the sight awakens in 
their bosoms no throb of gratitude 
and joy ? Must we believe that the 
successful and entire suppression of 
the slave trade over a distance of 
three hundred miles onhhe coast of 
Africa, is, in their estimation, a mat- 
ter of no interest or importance? 
Must we believe that they are un- 
friendly to the civilization and chris- 
tianization of 150,000,000 of hea- 
thens who cover the African conti- 
nent, and are ground down under as 
cruel and degrading a superstition as 
curses any portion of the human 
famifyt No: we will not exactly 
believe all this — ^but so long as aboli- 
tionists continue their violent oppo- 
sition to colonization, we will and 
must believe that they are mad with 
one idea — so utterly bent on carry- 
ing out their own favorite scheme, 



and so blindly prejudiced in its favor, 
that they can see nothing good, no- 
thing important, and nothing praise- 
worthy in any other scheme, no 
matter how wise in its construction, 
benevolent in its bearings, or happy 
in its results. In other words, they 
are opposed to the Colonization So- 
ciety because it is not an Abolition 
Society — and many of them are op- 
posed to churches and missionary 
associations for the same reason. 
We cherish toward these men no 
other than feelings of kindness and 
benevolence. We pity their blind- 
ness, and desire its removal. We 
shall continue, as w*e have opportu- 
nity, to give them information touch- 
ing the history and achievements of 
African colonization, and then if 
they continue to hold that there is 
nothing good under the sun but abo- 
lition, immediate, unmitigated, uni- 
versal abolition, the fault of their 
being duped by so monstrous a fana- 
ticism will not be chargeable to any 
neglect on our part. As to the cause 
of colonization, all that is necessary 
to insure its popularity and success 
is for its friends to continue to urge 
its just claims with calmness and 
becoming zeal. It will meet the ap- 
probation of all candid, benevolent, 
thinking men ; and as to others, their 
frowns will do the cause a far more 
essential service than their favor. 



[Frpm th« Coloniationut.] 



§ti|e t)art0U0 htaxxn^t of Jlfrtcati Colani^a tton. 



A correspondent of the Wabash 
Courier, signing himself " No Abo- 
litionist," thinks that the friends of 
colonization are urging too great a 
variety of arguments in its defence. 
He seems to contemplate the scheme 
of colonization simply in its bear- 
ings upon **the inhabitants of the 
United States, black and white," and 



insists that from this point the de- 
fenders of the cause may not depart-— 
here the argument must begin, and 
here it must end. Now it seems to 
us that this view is entirely too nar- 
row — and that any man who confines 
himself to it, thereby shows that he 
is not duly impressed with the real 
magnitude and importance of the 
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subject in question. Indeed, it is the 
distinguishing glory of the coloni- 
zation enterprise that it has a variety 
of benevolent and momentous bear- 
ings, and admits a variety of power- 
ful and independent arguments in its 
favor. This being the case, it can 
be commended to the favorable re- 
gard of ''all sorts and conditions of 
men." To those who desite to see 
the free people of color elevated, we 
can say, hete is a plan which prom- 
ises to do moie for their permanent 
elevation than can be accomplished 
by any other instrumentality. To 
those who loathe slavery and desire 
its peaceful abolition, we « can say, 
here is a plan, which, by opening an 
attractive asylum for the colored race 
in the land of their fathers, and show- 
ing their capability of self-govern- 
ment, has already operated upon the 
minds of benevolent masters as a 
motive to * emancipation, and will 
operate hereafter more powerfully 
and extensively in the same way, as 
the colonies it has planted grow in 
wealth, in numbers, and in general 
prosperity. Indeed, there is no more 
effectual way of breaking the chains 
of the slave than that of taking his 
brethren who are free, organizing 
them into an independent govern- 
ipent, and raising them to the highest 
pitch of mental, moral, and social 
elevation of which they are capable. 
Such an example cures unreasonable 
prejudice, and produces a strong 
public sentiment in favor of the co- 
lored race, which will ultimately do 
more for their universal enfranchise- 
ment than all the abolition lectures 
that ever were or ever will be deli- 
vered. To those who abhor the slave 
trade, (and who does not?) we say, here 
is a plan which has already done more 
for the suppression of this inhuman 
traffic than the combined navies of 
the world. And to the friends of 
Christian missions, who desire to see 
the everlasting Gospel shedding its 



healthful influences upon every part 
of the African continent, we say, the 
experience of centuries proves that 
it is only through the agency of ci- 
vilized colonies that missionaries in 
Africa can receive that protection 
from savage violence, and gain that 
influence over the minds of the na- 
tives, without which it is in vain to 
expect success. Here, then, are four 
separate and independent arguments 
in favor of the colonization enter- 
prise, either of which is sufficient to 
sustain it ; and all of them united 
put it upon a foundation which can- 
not be moved. Some persons advo- 
cating the cause will choose to view 
it in one aspect, and some in an- 
other. Some will delight to contem- 
plate it in its direct bearings upon 
the free people of color— others, ia 
its incidental bearings upon slavery- 
others, in its tendency to suppress 
the slave trade, and others still will 
give it their advocacy and support on 
the ground that it furnishes the only 
feasible plan for extending the bless- 
ings of civilization and Christianity 
into the dark interior of a continent, 
which, according to the voice of 
prophecy, is destined yet to " stretch 
out her hands unto God." If it be 
true that the colonization scheme 
has various claims, let every one be 
fully persuaded in his own mind as 
to which claim is the strongest, an4 
which it is most expedient to urge— 
and let not those who are particularly 
impressed with one feature of it 
condemn their brethren who are 
equally impressed with some other 
feature. The truth is, every feature 
of the enterprise is beautiful, its every 
bearing is salutary, and it has so 
much to commend it to the favor of 
the friends of humanity and religion, 
that in pursuing the argument in its 
defence, no well-informed man, from 
whatever point he may view the sub- 
ject, need ever be at a loss. Con- 
siderations will meet him up(m every 
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hand, showing clearly and conclu- 
sively that African Colonizatjon is 
a- scheme which bears throughout 



marks of true wisdom and the parett 
benevolence. 



[From Uie St Joseph Valley Remitter.] 



Rev. Mr. Kavanavoh, the Stale 
Agent of the Indiana Colonization 
Society, has delivered four addresses 
to the citizens of this town and vici- 
nity on that subject. They were all 
characterized by a high degree of 
talent, and a thorough acquaintance 
with every argument bearing for or 
against the cause which he is sup- 
porting. They were received by the 
numerous assemblage which listened 
to them with an earnest satisfaction 
and approbation, worthy of the elo- 
quence with which they were de- 
livered, and the deeply important 
and interesting facts embodied in 
them. At the close of his series of 
addresses, Mr. Kavanaugh took the 
sense of the auditory, as to whether 
they would form a County Coloni- 
zation Society to assist in this great 
work, which was lesponded to in the 
• affirmative by a hearty and unani- 
mous vote. He then stated to them 
in the commencement of the organi- 
zation, that he would feel very much 
gratified if this infant society could 
raise $30, which would pay the ex- 
pense of emigrating one emancipated 
slave to the Republic of Liberia, 



which has been founded on the shores 
of Africa. The warm approbation 
with which the cause has been re- 
ceived, as well as the masterly and 
unanswerable manner in which it has 
been enforced, was attested by the 
immediate subscription of $45 in re- 
sponse to the call for $30 1 And the 
facts stated that the Society in the past 
year have had offers of a thousand 
more slaves than they had funds to 
transport to Liberia, appeals loudly 
to the philanthropy of those whose 
benevolence is of a practical charac- 
ter. Wm. H. Patterson and H. B. 
Ball became life members by the pay- 
ment of $5 each ; and other citizens 
yearly members by the subscription 
of smaller sums. The following of- 
ficers were elected to serve till the 
4th of July next, when the annual 
meeting of the society is to be held. 
Hon. S. C. Sample, President; John 
Brownfield, Wm. H, Patterson, and 
L DeCamp, Vice Presidents ; S. 
Colfax, Secretary; A. Monson, TVca* 
surer; Dr. D. Dayton, Dr. Jacob 
Hardman, A. R. Harper, Dr. L. 
Humphreys and M. Stover, Mana- 
gers. 



^^t ^tai^t ^tait an^f tH tltio 9otK €rtbune. 



The Liberia Herald says, '*the 
slave trade about here is breathing its 
last gasp. The British cruisers have so 
closely invested these dens of blood 
and deaths that the slavers find it im- 
possible to send off their victims. 
The slavers at the Gallinas have 
given up their slaves to the natives, 
and some of theniy we are informed, 



are waiting with impatience an op- 
portunity to quit the coast. Those 
at New Sesters, making a virtue of 
necessity, have embarked in the Paint 
Oil trade. Success to this branch et 
their business.'' 

After quoting the above statement) 
the Tribune indulges in the follow- 
ing strictures : 
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This is the old song, but it can 
no longer deceive persons of any in- 
telligence. The fact is, that all the 
efforts to put down the foreign slave 
trade, have been worse than a fail- 
ure, and will continue to be so, until 
the market for slaves is broken up, 
by the overthrow of slavery itself. 
One half the effort that has been ex- 
pended in this fruiiless operation 
upon the limbs and foliage of the tree, 
would have sufficed to have destroyed 
the tree itself, root and branch, if the 
axe of reform had been directed to the 
right spot. 

The Tribune ought to know better 
than to make such statements as these. 
It has at command the proofs of the i 
fact that for more than three hun-! 
4red miles along the coast the trade , 
has been entirely broken up through 
the influence of Liberia. The state- 
ment of the Herald only refers to the 



parts of the coast adjacent to Liberia, 
on which the Trijpune ought to 
know that only two factories have 
existed for years, and that Liberia 
would have broken these up long 
since if we could have purchased the 
territory on which they are located. 
Furthermore, a little reflection 
will convince the Tribune thatahe 
true place to attack the ''root" of the 
slave trade is in the hearts of the na- 
tives of Africa ! Convince them of 
the iniquity or the impolicy of the 
trade, show them even that there is a 
better and more profitable commerce 
than that of their kindred, and they 
will soon abandon the trade ! Let 
the influence of Liberia and missions 
be spread all along the coast, and no 
money or machinations of the traders 
would get them a cargo ! 



J av t abit tlattce. 



Wb find in the "Liberator," the 
following very polite and kind notice 
of our August number, and also of 
the benevolent labors of the Rev. C. 
C. Jones of Liberty county, Geor- 
gia. The article which the Liberator 
thus introduced was entitled *' Emi- 
grants for Liberia:" 

" We have received the African 
Repository and Colonial Journal. (the 
organ of the Colonization Society) 
for August, and put an extract from 
it in its appropriate place, the Ref- 
VGB OF Oppression. Besides tlie 
usual amount of pro-slavery matter in 
this number, it contains a hearty re- 
commendation of the infernal scheme 
of Rev. C. C. Jones of Georgia, for 
isiystematically keeping the Gospel 
4tom the slaves, and imposing upon 



them in Its stead a religion suited to 
strengthen and perpetuate slavery.^' 

It will probably be a very diffi- 
cult matter to convince Mr. Jones and 
his coadjutors that thi«» description of 
their system of religion is true ; and 
a miich more difficult one to make 
the hundreds of slaves who have 
found peace to their troubled consci- 
ences and ''joy in the Holy Ghost," 
through the preaching and teaching 
of Mr. J., that this "gospel is from 
beneath I** It is humiliating to see 
how far men's prejudices will blind 
their eyes, pervert their understan- 
dings and lead them to speak evil of 
every body and every thing whick 
does not "follow them.'* 
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^M Con«(rtiati«m of C0l0ntjatt0n. 



The scheme of African Coloniza- 
tion had its origin in the combined 
wisdom, and united councils of dis- 
tinguished patriots residing in the 
various sections of our country and 
entertaining widely different politi- 
ck sentiments, and of devoted Chris- 
tians belonging to the numerous reli- 
gious denominations which spread 
their benign influence alike over the 
north and the south. For the time 
being, and the object which was be- 
fore them, all their party lines were 
obliterated ; their sectional prejudi- 
ces were laid aside; their separate 
organizations were forgotten ; and 
they met on common ground, acted 
as one great brotherhood. They 
saw before them an object of great 
and all-commanding importance, em- 
bracing within the wide range of its 
promised blessings, the character and 
destinies of two races of men, and of 
twD quarters of the globe. To ac- 
complish this, they adopted a policy 
of enlarged practical beneficences, the 
execution of which would interfere 
with none of the personal interests 
or private prej udices of those concern- 
ed ; and presenting considerations of 
sufficient magnitude and sublimity 
to control all their feelings, and se- 
cure united action and harmonious 
councils ! 

In this original organization of 



« 

this Society, may be seen the true 
type of its matured character, and 
felt influence. It is a heaven-born 
bond of union, which adds strength 
and security to* all the agreements in 
civil, social and religious society, and 
weakens, and for the time being at 
least, renders inoperative the disa- 
greements. It furnishes a broad field 
of benevolence, where the mutual 
sympathies, opinions, and charities of 
all religious denominations may meet 
and commingbe. It affords a broad 
and holy ground on which the north 
and the south may co-operate in good 
fj^ith to each other, for the benefit of 
the whole colored race, the support 
of our national Constitution, and the* 
good of the world. It furnishes a 
deep channel where their mutual sym- 
pathies may freely commingle ; — and 
in which their charities may flow to- 
gether for the relief of those who are 
found in all parts of the country, and 
for the redemption of the continent 
of Africa. It presents a way in which 
all may safely approach the most deli- 
cate, most difficult and dangerous sub- 
ject in our national union, and may 
expend their benevolence, without 
ever stirring the spirit of internal dis- 
cord, or ruffling the calm surface of 
society. 

Is there any other scheme, in the 
praise of which more can be said ? 



HetP <%t9le of ColonUtna. 
It seems that our old friend 6er- ny of colored people in the State of 



rit Smith is anxious to form a colo- 



New York. It is not known that hft. 
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pays the expenses of any to get to 
that happy spot, but he certainly of- 
fers them a share in the property of 
earthj when they arrive. Some 
have thought his effort in this re- 
spect, anpther proof of his great libe- 
rality. Perhaps it is — but of the 
character of those lands we know 
nothing. The Journal of Com- 
merce seems to understand the sub- 
ject from the following, which we 
cut from a late number : 

Bounty of Gerrit Smith. — 
Some of the newspapers are eulogiz- 
ing this once sensible man, because 
he is giving away deeds in any num- 
ber to colored men, of forty acre lots 
of his vast tract in Hamilton county. 
The considerations in the deeds are 
as follows : 

'* For and in consideration of the 
sum of one dollar to me, in hand 
paid, and being desirous to have all 
share \n the subsistence and happi- 



ness, which a bountiful God has pro- 
vided for all, has granted, sold, &c."' 
If the negroes do not run away 
from the bears and wolves and cli- 
mate and sterility of Hamilton coun- 
ty, with more anxiety than they ever 
did from Southern slavery, then we 
do not understand their character. 
We do not blame the negroes for get- 
ting their liberty if they can, but to 
make /them take farms in Hamilton 
county, is too bad. The wild beasts 
up there will rejoice in a negro set- 
tlement among them, especially at 
the beginning of winter. 

Had Judge Leigh taken the Ran- 
dolph negroes there, they might have 
fared as well as they have done in 
Ohio, and certainly he could have 
gotten the land much cheaper! 

After all, •' there is no place like 
home, there is no place like home I" 
And there is no ''home, sweet 
home," for the colored man, but ia 
Liberia ! 



/: 



Jvttl^om in a free Jitatt. 



Facts are almo'st daily transpiring 
which show th^ immense import- 
ance of colonizatidn. Among them, 
none are more conspicuous than those 
which come to us from the free States. 
If the colored people cannot enjoy 
freedom in a free State, what can 
they do ? Where shall they go .? 

Here is a fact : ' 

Randolph's " John." — W^ are 
told by the Lynchburg Virginian, 
that John, the well known and faith- 
ful servant of the late John Randolph, 
who, with the emancipated slaves of 
his master, went to Ohio, and were 
there treated by the citizens in a 
manner of which our readers have 
l^een apprized,, has returned to Char- 



lotte with the- intention of petition- 
ing the legislature to allow him to 
remain in the commonwealth. He 
says, they have no feeling for colored 
people in Ohio, and, if the legislature 
refuse to grant his petition, he will 
submit to the penalty of remaining 
and be sold as a slave — preferring 
this to enjoying freedom in a free 
state. 

We have been repeatedly asked, 

why do you not send those slaves to 

Liberia ? . To this question we reply, 

we have had nothing to do witk 

them, and have reason to believe that 

they have been prejudiced against 

going to Liberia. And in addition 

to this, it is now very doubtful 
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whether they have money enough 
left to take them to Liberia *, and it 
would be impossible for us, in the 
present state of our finances, to give 
them a free passage and support them 
six months after their arrival. 

We have been informed that many 
of the rest of them would come back 
to Virginia, and be slaves, rather than 
remain in Ohio, if they could get 
hack. And yet they are now free and 

in a free state ! But what does it all 

« 

amount to ? 

Suppose Western Virginia and 
Northern Kentucky, were to-morrow 
to emancipate their slaves, what 
would become of them ? They could 
not remain in those states. They 



must remove. Where shall they go ? 
To Ohio, most easily, and as there 
are more Abolitionists in that state 
than any other, more hopefully i 
But ^ould they be admitted there ? 
Where then shall they go? What 
on earth could they do ? Let those 
who can, answer these questions* 
In view of them, and such like, the 
scheme of colonization rises in mag« 
nificence and grandeur beyond con- 
ception. 

This then is the time to aid this 
scheme, that when these thicken- 
ing events shall turn the tide into 
Liberia, there may be strength and 
intelligence enough there to re- 
ceive it! 



[From the Colonizationist.] 



Platteville, Wis., 
August 22, 1846. 

Bro. Gurley: — I have observed 
from time to time, with the deepest 
interest, the course pursued by the 
citizens of Ohio towards the emanci- 
pated slaves of the late John Ran- 
dolph of Virginia. 

I had repeatedly remarked in my 
lectures, as stated in the *' Eleventh 
Annual Report of the Indiana Colo- 
nization Society," that when slaves 
were emancipated in the south, and 
by the laws of those States, (as is the 
case with most of them) they are 
forced to leave and not permitted to 
remain in any State south, to go into 
the north ; those northern States 
would reject them, and leave the 
slave the alieraative, to choose be- 
tween returning into bondage or emi- 
grating to Liberia. In other words, 
Liberia offers the only retreat for the 
slave from bondage, where he is re- 






quired to leave the south. The free 
Slates, may, for a short time, tolerate 
the migration of a few colored peo- 
ple among them from the south. 
Especially among the Abolitionists, 
where they are allowed to have the 
satisfaction of abducting them from 
their masters. But if the master 
comes and offers them^ and especial- 
ly in large numbers, they will be 
refused. 

On my way to this place, I met 
with a citizen of Indiana, formerly 
of Virginia, who gave me some sin- 
gular facts on this subject. There is 
living in Ohio, said he, a wor^ity citi- 
zen, a Mr. G., a native of Virginia, 
who, after a residence there of some 
eight or ten years, returned to Vip^ 
ginia, on a visit to see a brother who 
still remained in the^Old Dominion.", 
Mr. G. gave his brother an interesting 
account of the prospects and poUej' 
of Ohio, with which, he was mueli 
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]deaeed. The Virginia brother re- 
marked to Mr. G. that he found his 
slaves a great burthen to him and re- 
quested him to take them all to Ohio 
and set them free ! ** I cannot do 
it," said Mt. G. " Why?" asked his 
brother. *'The citizens of Ohio 
If ill not allow me to bring 100 ne- 
groes among them to settle," said Mr. 
G. " But," said he, '* I can put you 
upon a plan by which you can get 
rid of them and get them into Ohio 
very easy. Do you take them to 
Wheeling and there place them on a 
steamboat for Cincinnati, and speak 
of taking them to New Orleans ; and 
while you are looking out for another 
boat, give the chance, and the Abo- 
litionists will steal the whole of them 
and run them off) and then celebrate 
a perfect triumph over them. But 
if you take them to the same men 
and ask them to receive and take 
care of them, they will tell you to 
take care of them yourself.'' 

The case of the Randolph slaves 
proves that Mr. G. was right, and 



that the view presented in our annual 
report is a just one. Mr. Randolph 
emancipated his slaves, and as they 
could not remain in Virginia, they 
were to be sent to Ohio — there they 
are not allowed to settle, and must 
now return to bondage, or go to 
Liberia. 

As yet the burthen or embarrass- 
ment of a mixed population of blacks 
is scarcely felt in the north, as it 
must be soon ; for just as emancipa- 
tion goes on in the south, they must 
increase in the north, unless our 
plan and policy prevails. I cannot 
say that I regret to see a test of these 
practical truths. For facts speak out 
loudly to prove the correctness ofthe 
best system of policy on these sub- 
jects. Had Mr. Randolph's slaves 
been allowed to remain in Ohio, they 
would have been a down-trodden 
and oppressed people for all time to 
come. If they go to Liberia they 
will be FREE in every sense of the 
term. 

B. T. KAVANAUGH. 



[From the Colonizatiooist.] 

1t0fK l^iDtr Confcrfttce. 



Report of a Cammittee, on African 
Colonization, of the Rock River 
Conference ofthe Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, held in Galena^ 
lUinois^ August 12th, 1846. 

The Committee on the subject of 
.African Colonization, have had the 
same under consideration and ask 
leave^ thereon, to make the follow- 
ifig report: 

The cause of African Colonization, 
<;ontempIating, as it does, the amelio- 
ration of the condition of the colored 
people of our own country, thje chris- 
ilsDization and salvation of Africa, 
and the final suppression of the slave 
trade, has, in various forms, from the 
origin of the American Colonization 
Society to the present time, been re- 



cognised and approved by the Gene- 
ral Conference of our church, seve- 
ral of the annual conferences, and 
in a special manner by our Missiona- 
ry Society, which has made Liberia, 
from its first settlement, the choice 
Held of its evangelical and benevo- 
lent labors. 

Your committee are of opinion, 
that when we consider the relation 
that we, as a church, sustain to the 
Republic of Liberia, having an entire 
annual conference within its limits, 
and the great prospects of future use- 
fulness in sending the gospel to the 
one hundred and fifty milliont ejf 
heathens to be approached from the 
ground we now occupy in that coun- 
try : and from the further considera- 
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tion of the position that the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church sustains to the 
subject of slavery, and the condition 
of the colored people generally — the 
means to he employed, peacefully 
and lawfully to emancipate the slave, 
and the elevation of the whole African 
race, at home and abroad, there is no 
scheme which is better calculated to 
represent and carry out the feelings 
and views of our church and people 
on the subjects here involved, than 
that which is contemplated in the de- 
signs and plans of the American 
Colonization Society. 

Your committee are not disposed 
to protract remarks on this very inte- 
resting and important subject, but 
would recommend for the adoption 
of the conference of the following 
resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That in the judg- 
ments of this body, the scheme of 
African Colonization, as set forth in 
the plans of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, as a means of amelio- 
rating the condition of the unfortu- 
nate and oppressed African race, 
both in this country and elsewhere, 
is infinitely superior to any other 
which has been presented to the* pub- 
lic on this subject, and as such is 
hereby recommended to the favorable 
consideration of our people and the 
public at large. 

2. Resolved, That until something 



better is presented we shall use our 
exertions and influence 'to dissemi- 
nate correct information on the sub- 
ject, by the circulation of approved 
publications, and in all suitable ways 
promote the interests of the cause of 
Colonization. 

3. Resolved, That the presiding 
Bishop of this conference be, and he 
is hereby requested to re-appoint our 
Bro. B. T. Kavanaugh, as agent for 
the American Colonization Society 
for the ensuing year. 

WESLY BATCHELER, . 

Chairman. 

The report and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Rev. E. Spring- 
er, the following preamble and 
resolution were also unanimously 
adopted. 

Whereas the Rev. B. T. Kava- 
naugh, agent of the American Colo- 
nization Society, has commenced th« 
publication of a paper in connexion 
with his agency — '* The Colonizft- 
tionist." And whereas we find that 
paper to be a most able and efiicient 
advocate of the colonization cause, 
and well calculated to promote its 
interests, in a cheap and convenient 
form, therefore, 

Resolved, That we use our best 
endeavors to circulate ^ The Colo- 
nizationist" within the bounds of our 
respective charges. 



We have the pleasure of inform- 
ing our friends in Virginia that we 
iave engaged the Rev. Charles A. 
Davis to act as our agent in Virginia. 
He has been amember of the Exeeu- 
ti^e Committee o^xhe American Colo^ 
nizatioh Society, and is familiar with 
all our operations and is favorably 
known to our friends generally. Be- 



tat( 0f Vxt$%n%a. 

fore he came to this city, he had resided 
in Virginia, his native State, and wa« 
one of the most distinguished prea- 
chers in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He is therefore favorably 
known throughout the State, and 
sustains a high, character for energy, 
intelligence and business habits, and 
is withal a. very eloquent preacher. 



nt^niL ^ _ '> _ ~ii_ r^tfr»t_#'>_i»>i_^~^_<'»i_ 
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,We consider ourselves happy, and 
the cause greatly advantaged, hy hav- 
ing secured the services of such a 
man. Virginia is one of the most im- 
portant States in the Union, and if 
properly cultivated will yield as 
much money as, and more emigrants 
for colonization than, any other 
state. For the last few years we 
have had no regular agent, and of 



] consequence comparatively very little 
has been done. Now we expect 
great things. Mr. Davis is already 
in the field. We commend him to 
the liberality and co-operation of all 
the friends of colonization in the 
State. His labors will be arduous ; 
he ought therefore to receive a hearty 
welcome and a vigorous encourage- 
ment. 



€M £\btvxa antf € 
In another column will be found a 
statement in regard to the Liberia 
and Chesapeake Packet, which is 
now building in Baltimore. We 
^oubt not our friends will be rejoiced 
at this intelligence. Though the 
vessel does not belong to this socie- 
ty, still we feel the liveliest inte- 
rest in its success. It is owned 
by a j oint stock company, incorporated 
by the Legislature of Maryland, and 
partly under the management of co- 
lored men, and designed to be entire- 
ly so. The American Colonization 
Society has engaged to furnish pas- 
sengers and freight amounting to 



i)tBaptakt f^acktt. 
$2,000 annually. The Maryland 
Colonization Society has engaged to 
do the same. The vessel will make 
two voyages a year. We shall thus 
enjoy the advantage of regular com- 
munication, at short intervals, with 
Liberia, besides being able to accom- 
modate our emigrants more comfort- 
ably than heretofore. 

We have the promise from the 
company of a drawing of the Packet 
for our next number, together with 
a more minute description of her 
accommodations, and the plans and 
objects in view in undertaking this 
enterprise. 



Vtifsti fa 
Wb desire to call special attention 
to the following notice in regard to 
the sailing of our fall expedition for 
Liberia. This will be a fine oppor- 
tunity for any persons who desire to 
go to Liberia to see the country for 
themselves. They can remain there 
a few weeks and return in the same 
vessel, or they may remain there, 
say about six months, and return in 
her on her next voyage : 



V £xbttxa, 

COLONIZATION NOTICE. 

The American Colonization Socie- 
ty will send an expedition to Liberia 
to sail from Norfolk, Ya., about the 
16th of November next. The com- 
plement of emigrants is not yet made 
up. Persons wishing to go, who 
can be ready at that time, are request- 
ed to give us immediate notice, at 
this office. 

Executors, and others, having slavet 
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under their care, intended for this Tes- 
lel, are respectfully requested to 
have them ready in time. They 
should be well supplied with beds, 
bedding, clothing, cooking and farm- 
ing utensils, and such other articles 
as may be necessary to their com- 
fort and happiness. 

Any masters, having slaves whom 
they wish to send to Liberia, at this 
or some subsequent time, are request- 
ed to inform us of their number, ages, 
character, &.c. and at what time they 
will be ready. 

There is at present a great demand 
in Liberia for teachers^ and ministers 
of the gospel. The attention of free 
people of color, who are competent 
to discharge the duties of either of 
these professions, is earnestly re- 
quested. We shall be happy to hear 
from them. 

The increasing operations of the 
Society demand enlarged resources- 
Our friends who are willing to aid us, 
are earnestly requested to send for- 



ward their donations without delay. 
Ministers of the gospel will confer a 
great favor, and promote a good 
cause, by laying this subject before 
their respective churches, and taking 
up a collection, and forwarding it to 
us, by maU, 

The Liberia and Ckeaapedu 
Packet is now on the stocks in Bal- 
timore, and will be launched the «Lit 
of November next. She will be a 
beautiful vessel, and possess every 
convenience for the transportation of 
emigrants, as well as cabin passen- 
gers. She will thenceforward make 
two voyages a year, and will thus 
furnish regular communication • with 
Liberia. 

All letters sent to this office for 
citizens of Liberia^ and for the offi- 
cers and crews of the African Squad- 
ron, fosT PAID, will be forwarded 

by the first 'Opportunity. 

W. McLAIN, 
Sec. Am. Col. Soe. 
Colonization Roomt^ 

TVasUngton City, Sept. 9, 1846. 



%tctxpt3 of ttft Sim tt tea 

From ike 20th jlugwt, to 

VERMONT. 
By Bea. Samuel Tracy : — 

ITietford — A. Howard, jr 1 00 

Bameit — Rev. Thomas Goodwille, 1 00 
St, Johnsbtirj^'DT. ' C2^vm Jpv/eit, 
$2, H. Martin, 25 cts. — Cba'd- 
wick, 111, Ephraim Jewett, $1, 
Moses Kittred^e, last payment 
on life membership, |^10, Rev. 

J. H. Worcestor, f$S 17 25 

Sardwick — Dea. D. French, $2, 

Rov. Mr. Loomis, ^1 3 00 

Irattnirg—Geo, C. West 1 00 

Wettford—A. Allen $1, M. Os- 
gnbd, jr. ^1, C. Osgood, $1, 
M. 0?good. 50 cts., Wm. Henry, 

50 cts 4 00 

Burliv^fon — Rev. J. K. Converse, 10 00 
Einesburg — Mrs. S. Wead, 60 cts.. 



L. Marshall, 50 cts.. 



Grego- 



n C0i0nt3iittan <%actet9| 

the 20tA September, 1846. 

ry, 50 cts., S. Byineton, 60 cts., 
Samuel L. Mead, Orin Murry, 
T. Wilson, H. Boynton, Wm. 
B.- Viele, Gen. — Leavenworth, 
L. Dorwin, C. Dorwin, each 
$1, Eliza Strong, Miss S. £. 
Goodyear, each 25 cts.. Cash, 

$1 «6 i2'«r 

New Haven — Geo. Wm. Nash.. . . 3"0& 

Pi«s/brd— Rev. C. Walker, $1, 
Andrew Leach,^3 50, Dr. Wins- 
low, SI, T. F. Bogue, $\ %S6 

East Rutland — Wm. Barnes, Jas. 
Barrett, Hon. R. Pierpont, Hon. 
Seth Foot, each .^1, Dea. Wm. 
Page, ^5, L. Daniels, ^2 11 00 

West Rutland — Abner Mead, 
|3 50, Silas Pratt, 60 cts.,Benj; 
Blanchard, Isaac Chatterton, 
Horatio Mead, Joel M. Mead, 



V 
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Wm. Humphrey, each $l,Mary 
Gilmore, 60 cents 9 50 

CfMetan — Dr. J. Perkins, first 
payment on life membership, 
$10, Dea. Higley, J. Adams, J. 
Adams, jr. Col. Branch, F. Bar- 
ker, Dea. A. Griswold, Horace 
Guernsey, Dea. T, Hooktrr,' 
Rev. J. Steel, each ^1, Mrs. 
Higley, Mrs. Adams, Hon. A. 
Warner, Dea. Cheaver, H. 
Hodges, Wm. Ward, each 50 
cents, Hon. John Meach, $2.. . 24 00 

West PouUney — Cash, 50 cts., D. 
Peck, 60 cts 1 00 



104 81 
50 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

MUlbury — Simeon Waters 

CONNECTICUT. 

jScanfoc— -Colfection in the church, 
by Rev. ShubaelBartlett, pastor. 3 00 
NEW YORK. 

By Capt. George Barker : — .. 

iv. F. City — From sundry persons. 8 00 
VIRGINIA. 

By Rev. C. A. Davis : — 

lUmdon County — Collected from 
various individuals at Camp 
meeting 40 16 

Leestmrg—D. G. Smith, ^6, Burr 
W. Harrison, $5, Cash, $2, G. 
Head, $fl, Thos. P. Knox. $3, 
Dr. Geo. Lee, ^3, A. Powell, 
$\, Cash, #1, A. S. Tebbs, ^1, 
C. G Eckridge, $1, Cash, $1,» 
A. W. Gray, $1, Miss R. Saun- 
ders, $1, Miss Cath. A.R.Saun- 
ders, #1, Miss M. E. White, $1. 28 00 

Union — Cash, ^5 cts., Mrs. Violet, 
$1, Miss Phebe Roszel, $2, Miss 
Weedon, 75 cts., P. Hopkins,^!, 
Mrs. Hopkins, 50 cts., Mrs. Car- 
ter, $1, Dav. G. Gallagher, 50 cts. 
Jas. Johnson, $3, M. Plaster, $1. 
R.H Dtalany,|f5,J.A.Carter,$5. 21 00 

Middletyurg-Dr.rnpletU $2, Mrs. 
C. B. Brown, $2, M. S. Hamil- 
ton, ^1, Wm. Rawlings, $5, 
Cash, $2 21, Mr. Hoof, 25 cts., 
G. T. Hopkins, 60 cts., J. M. 
Orr,50ctH.. J:Hutchinson,50 cts., 
R.B.Welch, 50 cts., S. J. Brown, 
50 cts.. E.M. Baker, 25 cts., G. 
R. Hatcher, 25 cts., A.G. Smith, 
50 cts., J. M. Damald, 25 cts.. 
Cash, $180 17 61 

Jldie--John Mo6ne, $1, Cash, $1. 2 00 

Fauquier County^ Upperviih-Cash, 
^5, C. H. Powell, $f5, R. H. Car- 
ter, $5, G. Calvert, $5, Dr. Hen- 
ry, #2 50, Mrs. Norris, J»l, Cash, 
$2 61, J.Gibson, 50 cts., J. Hun- 
ter, 25 cts.. D. Locke, 12 cts., a 
Lady,$l,Mrs. Fitzhugh, 60 cts., 
Hiss M. Hereford, $1, P. Y. 



Brooke, $1, Maj. Armstead, 60 
cts., H. Lunceford, 30 cts.'. Cash, 
$1 50, R. Calvert, ^1, Cash, 62i 
cts., C. L. Adams, |^1, E. Rust, 
$1, Cash, $1 50, H. T. Dixon, 
$1, Caldwell Carr, $5 48 90 

Paris — Collection, $3 97, and two 
^Id lings 3 97 

Clark County y Mount Carmel 1 25 

White Post—E. W. Massey 2 00 

Fairfax County, Fairfax C. H.— N. 
Conrad, $2, J. B. Hunter, 50 cts., 
Cash, $1 14, Miss Allison, 25cts. 8 89 

Lexington — Collection in the Pres- 
byterian Church, to constitute 
Mr. Jacob Fuller, senior, a life 
member of the American Colo- 
nization Society, by J. W. 
Paine 25 00 

Woodstock — Collection in the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, by 
Rev. George G. Brooke 4 00 

Oakley — From John Nelson, Esq. 
annual subscription., 5 90 

Westmoreland C H. — From Rev. 
Benjamin F. Stewart, D. D.. . . 6 00 

Orange C. H. — Collection in St. 
Thomas' Church, .per Rev. J. 
Earnest, rector 10 83^ 



KENTUCKY. 

By Rev. Alexander M. Cowan: — 

Shelby county — ^John Brown, G. W. 
Johnson, G. L. Harbison, W. M. 
King, A. R. Scott, Mrs. J. Scott, 
Robert Long, Sr., Wm. Hanna, 
Rev. J. Tivis, Dr. G. W. Nuck- 
ols, J. B. Harbison, S. War- 
mac, O. Thomas, Rev. W. 
Crawford, W. Thomas, each ^5, 
A. Hturrington, Arch. Brown, 
each $2 50, Mrs. M. Moxley, 
^, J. W. Stout, $1 45, Single- 
ton WUson,$l 

Franklin Couniy — Jas. Davidson, 

Woodford County—D. C. Humph- 
reys, f20, W. Scott Burford, 
$10, H. B. Lewis, $5 

Fayette Cbunty—W.-T. Scott, A. 
Vanm6ter, R. Quarles, R.lnnes, 
S. Laird, H, T. Duncan, R. Pin- 
dall, Thomas Hunter, each $20, 
Miss Patsy Carr, Rev. J. H. 
Brown, James Weir, J. S. Ber- 
ryman. Hector P. Lewis, each 
#10, R. P. Kenney, #5, Noah 
McClennan, #2, Mrs. Ann 
Brown, $\y Collection on the 
4th July, in McChord Church* 
Lexington, $8 

Clark County — A . Blackwell . . . . 

Boyle Cowtiy-— John R. Ford, Dr. 
W. Craig, N. Winn, Miss Eliza- 
beth Cowan, Jesse Smith, Al- 
bert T. Talbott, D. A, RusseU, 



213 90 



M 46 
10 00 



36 00 



226 00 
10 00 
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Mrs. S. W. Russell, James M. 
McFarrain, each ^10, Henry 
J. Cowan, James Barbour, Geo. 
Lee, Charles Caldwell, Joseph 

McDowell, each $5 115 

LouitviUe — Collection in St, Mat- 
thew's Church, 4th July 13 



00 
45 



493 90 



OHIO. 

XiCTiia— From the Greene County 
Colonization society, per James 
Gowdy, Esq., Treasurer 63 50 

Xenia — From the Female Auxil- 
iary Colonization Society of 
Xenia, and vicinity, per Mrs. 
McMillan, Secretary 20 00 

Putnam. — From Zauesville and 
Putnam Auxiliary Colonization . 
Society, 4th of July collection, 
byH. SaiFord, Esq. Secretary... 100 00 



183 50 



TENNESSEE. 
Dandridge — Collection in the Pres- 
byterian Church in Dandrid^e, 
35, Collection in Presbyterian 
Church, Newmarket, $5, by 
Rev. J. McCampbell, D, D., . .. 10 00 
WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 
By Rev. Benj. T. Eavanaugh: — 
PlattevUle — From sundry persons, 14 00 
JMin^ro/ Poini-From suna.j)erson8, 2 75 
Madison^From Hon. D. Irvin, P. 
L. Hall, Mrs. L. T. Skinner, 
Albert Skinner, and T. W. Suth- 
erland, each $1, C. D. Finch. 
B. Shackelford, J. T. Oark, L. 
F. Kellogg, C. Bushnell, and B. 
Holt, each 60 cents, E. R. 
Gorga, 25 cts 8 25 

25 00 
Total Contributions $1,041 21 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Maine.— By Capt. Geo. Barker— 
Bangor — Subscription of Abner 
Taylor, for 1845,-'46 3 00 

Vermont. — By Deacon Samuel 
Tracy — Ryegate—Jsimes Smith, 
John McLure, W. M€Lure,Jas. 
McLure, and W. Johnson, each 
1^1 50, to Sept. '47. Presumpsie— 
Dea. L. P. Parks, $1 50, to Sept. 
'47. St. Johnsbury — Dr. Calvin 
Jewett, for 1846,-'47, $3, Eph. 
Jewett, to Sept. '47, $1 50. St, 
Johnsbury Centre — Charles Hos- 
mer,$2, to Sept.'47. Greensboro^ 
-Deacon Samuel Baker, to Sept. 
'47, $150. Brovmington-ReY,A, 
L.Twil^ht,$2.to Nov. '47. Sm^ 
3>oy— Dea. S. H. Hovey, 25 cts. 
^^f Wwi-RcT. P. Taylor, to Sept. 



'47, $1 60. WeHJbrdr^M, Os- 
good, to July, '47, $1 50, Hon. 
John Allen, 50 cts., Sam'l. Rice, 
$2 in full. Hmesburg—Dx, D. 
Goodyear, $3, to Jan. '47, Hon. 
Joseph Marsh, $1 50, to Sept. 
'47. Vergennes^V, C. Tucker, 
$\ 60, to July, '46. PiUsprdr-^ 
Andrew Leach, to July, '47, 
$1 50, Hon. Thos, Hammond, 
$\ 50, to Oct. '47. West Rut- 
land — Rev. A. Walker, to Oct. 
'47, $1 60, Abner Mead, to Oct. 
'46, $1 50, Silas Pratt, $1 50. 
Castleton — Carlos Sanford, Dea. 
E. Merrill, to Oct. '46. A, Love- 
land, in fuU, H. Westover, in full, 
Harvey Shepherd, each $1 50, 
Hon. Zi Howe, in full, $i. 
East Poultney-ReyJ. H. Myers, 
$1 60, in full. Weal PoMUney^S. 
E. Hooker, $1 60, to Sept. '47.. 49 75 

MAS8ACHus£TTS.-itfi//^7^— Sub- 
scription of Simeon Waters, to 
Jan. 1847, ^1 50. WaierUm— 
By Rev. C. J.Tenney— A. Cole, 
$2. WesUm^-J. M. Gourgas, 
for 1844,-'45,-46, $4 60. SUr- 
ling— Dr. W. B. Peck, $1 60. 
Amherst— L. M. Hills, for 1846, 
$1 60, Jonathan Woods, for 
1844,-'45, and '46, $4 50, Luke 
Sweetser, to January, 1847, $5. 
,ashfieldr-~Eev. S. D. Clark, for 
1845, $2. North Adams— W, 
N. Mills, $1 50. PUtsfieldr^O, 
S. Root, to Sept. 1847, $1 50... 25 50 

New York.— A«c York City— 

•- By Capt. George Barker : John 
P. Rider, subscription to Jan., 
*47, $2, from sundry subscri- 
bers, $26. Geneva — C. A. Cook, 
to Sept., 1846, $2 30 00 

Kentucky. — jiugusta — Col. Jas. 
Fee's subscription to Sept. J^ 
1847, per Thomas Ingles 2 00 

Ohio. — Xenia — From Jas. Gow- 
dy, Esq., subscription to Jan., 
1847, $160. flt/&6oro'— Sam'l 
Linn, to 1 Jan., '46, $2. Fin- 
ley— F. Henderson, to Sept., '47, 
$1 50 6 00 

Illinois.— JKttnsoii— By Rev. B. 
T. Eavanaugh : subscription of 
Rev.W.Batcheller,toSept.,'47. ^ 40 

Wisconsin Territory. — Fond- 
du-Lac— By Rev. B. T. Eava- 
naugh : subscription of Rev. W. 
H. Sampson, to Sept., '47 40 

Total Repository 116 05 

Total Contributions 1,041 21 

Aggragate Amoant $1,167 26 
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jDr. Carroll on t\)t ^iant ^vaht. 

A FERUAMENT REMEDY FOR THE AFRIOAN SLATE TRADE.* 



Dr. Carroll, late agent of the 
New York State Colenization So- 
ciety, has just published a volume of 
sermons and addresses, which pos- 
sesses very great interest. 

We are permitted to extract the 
following able and highly finished 
address on the bearing of colonization 
on the slave* trade. We are sure 
that no person will regret the time 
spent in its perusal : 

It is said to be " a calamitous dis- 
tinction, but a sublime one," for man 
to be placed on the same arena where 
moral evil is at work, in the dire hos- 
tility of its power to every thing 
good, and for him to be arrayed in 
resolute antagonism to its progress 
and its sway. This distinction be- 
longs to Christian man exclusively ; 
ours being the only world, as far as 



we know, in a probationary state, 
and with a moral economy where 
the forces of good and evil are in 
conflict, and alternate success and 
defeat attending the one and the other 
in the career of their energies to- 
wards the final catastrophe. This 
planet which we inhabit is, perhaps, 
the last battle field in the empire of 
God where the parallel collision of 
great antagonist principles are work- 
ing out the stupendous problems of 
the divine government, and displaying 
that glorious prerogative of Deity 
which educes order from confusion, 
light from darkness, and makes ini- 
quity the foil to enhance the eternal 
splendors of vindicated, triumphant 
righteousness. It would not be won- 
derful if in the heat of so great a con- 
flict man, in his limited capacities, 
and himself sufifering the efi^ects of a 
sad moral overthrow, should some- 
times mistake the best means of co- 



* This lecture is one of a series which the aathor wrote on the subject of the African 
slave trade, and delivered to po{)ular assemblies while Secretary of the New York State 
Colonization Society. It was intended to Ibllow immediately one on the horrors of the 
slave trade as it now exists. When not preceded by the one alluded to, it is robbed of 
a part of the interest it would excite. But the lecture on the horrors of the slave trade, 
the. author has thought best to omit here in consequence of the tragic and revolting de- 
tails which it contains, and which were necessary to do justice to the subject of which 
it treats. 
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ping successfally with the giant foe. 
That particular instrumentality which 
eyentualiy proves effective in the ex- 
tirpation of any of the great evils of 
the world, is at first but vaguely com- 
prehended and little understood. — 
What is popularly termed accident 
often leads not only to discoveries in 
science, but to the knowledge of that 
combination of forces or those moral 
appliances by which the gigantic 
evils that curse humanity are to be 
subverted and ultimately annihilated. 
This is true in reference to the means 
first contemplated for the suppression 
of the African slave trade. It were 
not to be supposed that with the en- 
lightened philanthropy and active 
Christian benevolence which charac- 
terized Great Britain and America at 
the commencement of the present 
century, the slave trade could escape 
the notice of these two nations, or its 
enormities fail to awaken a deep and 
painful solicitude for its suppression. 
As early as 1791 the British Parlia- 
ment began to investigate the subject, 
collect evidence and make prepara- 
tions for ulterior action. They at 
length passed an act prohibiting the 
importation of slaves into any of their 
West India possessions, after the first 
of March, 1808. Before this date 
the Government of the United States 
prohibited the importation of slaves 
into this country, and declared the 
slave trade to be piracy and punish- 
able by death. England then made 
an effort to bring Spain to adopt a 
similar policy, and secured that pow- 
er nominally in favor of the abolition 
of this odious traffic. It was now 
supposed that the great and* decisive 
blow was struck, and that the day 
fpring of Africa's redemption had 
visited her. But on the part of the 
savage pagans of Africa, the thirst 
for articles of European manufacture 
and for luxuries, and the more brutal 
thirst for gain on the part of corrupt 
nominal Christians; mocked the puny 



force of mere legislation and parch- 
ment resolutions, and showed their 
triumph in the mortifying and ihe- 
lancholy fact, that this infernal mer- 
chandise in men had not even re- 
ceived a perceptible check from these 
great national movements for its sup- 
pression ! The gain of at least 180 
per cent, on all the capital invested 
in this now contraband commerce in 
bodies and souls, inspired a courage 
that risked the severest penalties of 
law, and plied the trade, in no wise 
daunted by these stringent govern- 
mental enactments of nations. 

It was soon found that the trafiic 
went on with no diminution in the 
number of victims, afnd no abatement, 
but a vast increase of its attendant 
horrors. " Leviathan was not to be 
so tamed." Then was suggested the 
expedient of armed squadrons on the 
coast of Africa, to cruise and cut off 
all access of the slave ships to the 
shores. Accordingly Great Britain 
and the United States each despatch- 
ed a portion of their naval force to 
guard the ports and harbors of the 
western coast from all ingress and 
egress of vessels suspected of being 
engaged in this unlawful and inhuman 
adventure. And now with the gal- 
lant war ships of the two most pow- 
erful nations on earth, and the Brit- 
ish Lion and the American Eagle 
floating on the flags at the mast-head, 
and the thunder of their cannon re- 
verberating along the coast and echo- 
ing up every cove and river's mouth 
of the territory, is not Africa safe 
from the approach of the slaver? 
Will the keenest cravings of avarice, 
or the most infatuated lust for gold, 
tempt the monstrous dealers in living 
sinews and bones to urge on their 
trade in the face of such terrors, and- 
risk their all amidst such perils as 
these ? Yes, after all this array of 
naval armaments afloat on the African 
seas, and sustained as it has been for 
a number of years at an enormous 
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expense to both governments, the 
slave trade in Western Africa has 
been nearly or quite as rife within 
the last five years as at any time 
during a century ! It has, as yet, 
received no mortal wound from the 
mouth of British or American cannon. 
Nay, its terrible energies have not 
even been crippled by all this marine 
force employed against it. Its bloody 
crest is still erect and daring, despite 
the public sentiment and national le- 
gislation of Christendom, and the 
armed squadrons of the most power- 
ful nations on earth hunting it down 
on the seas. The recent statistics 
of this abominable traffic show, that 
while it has been forced to all the 
vigilance, cunning and arts of smugg- 
ling, it is nevertheless now carrying 
off as many victims annually as it 
did when unembarrassed by the es- 
pionage and pursuit of armed vessels. 
This may seem incredible, but it is 
a well authenticated fact. On a cer- 
tain part of the western coast the 
slave trade has indeed been effectu- 
ally suppressed, but by means entire- 
ly distinct from the direct iiifluence 
of men-of-war on the seas. It seems 
to be the error of human nature to 
trust to those means of most obvious 
and imposing power, and to overlook 
those more unpretending and noise- 
less in their operations. And yet in 
this we violate the judgment which 
the analogy of nature would teach 
us to form. For what is more noise- 
leans and unimposing than light kiss- 
ing the very lips of sleeping infancy 
so gently as not to awake it from its 
slumbers ; and yet what material 
agent accomplishes results of such 
magnitude and moment in the physi- 
cal economy ? It is not the thunder 
and lightning, the whirlwind, and 
the volcano, the deluge or the water- 
spout, in their terriffic operations 
that achieve that great aggregate of 
results which makes the earth what 
it is, stored with the means of exist- 



ence and happiness to myriads of 
sensitive and intelligent creatures. 
No ! it is the sunshine and the gentle 
breeze, the early and the latter rain, 
the unseen warmth and the silent 
dews. There are some obvious rea- 
sons why a naval force, however 
powerful and imposing, should fail 
of effectually suppressing the slave 
trade. Ships of war can never be- 
come so numerous on the coast as to 
form a perfect blockade. Besides, in 
many places not designated as har- 
bors, the shore is at once so bold 
and so calm as to permit the light 
slave ship to run in and take her 
living cargo and be off on the track- 
less main without being seen by a 
war cruiser. But I apprehend that 
one of the reasons of this failure of 
squadrons to suppress the slave trade, 
is the fact, that the British Govern- 
ment has offered so high a premium 
on the head of every recaptured slave, 
and so much per ton on the slave 
vessel, that it proves a powerful 
temptation to tlie captain and crews 
of the men-of-war to connive at sla- 
vers so far as to permit them to go 
in and freight their vessels, in order 
that they may capture them after- 
wards and realize this liberal govern- 
mental bounty on the tonnage of the 
captured vessels and on the number 
of the slaves they contain. But the 
slave vessels being all built for fast 
sailing, if they can once get their 
cargo of human beings shipped and 
they under way, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred they can 
then escape capture by their supe- 
rior speed. 

The British have another reason 
for rather wishing to capture a slave 
ship after she has a full cargo on 
board than to prevent her from get- 
ting to the coast and shipping one, 
and that is, in addition to the high 
premium per head on the recaptured 
slaves and on the vessel, these re- 
captured Africans are sent to the 
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British West Indies to work the plan- 
tations as apprentices or hired labor- 
ers, and the government allows so 
much per head for every such labor- 
er introduced there from the coast of 
Africa. Now with this double boun- 
ty to be realized in case of success 
in capture by the officers and by every 
one of the crew of a British man-of: 
war, is it not highly probable that 
they will be tempted to connive at 
the shipping of slaves for the sake of 
the profits of seizing them after- 
wards ? We honor human nature as 
much ^s facta will permit us to do. 
But it would be an extraordinary 
stretch of generosity and charity to 
suppose that this motive would be 
wholly unfeltby tli6 high-minded and 
honorable officers of her Majesty, 
Queen Victoria's, government. Our 
own gallant officers on the African 
coast have no such temptation ; but 
are as much interested to prevent a 
slave ship from landing and loading 
as to capture one after she has shipped 
a full cargo. And yet as a matter of 
fact the American squadron has not to 
any extent till very recently been 
successful in seizing slavers. This 
is no reflection ou the courage, in- 
tegrity, or fidelity of our excellent 
officers. It is the result of the in- 
trinsic difficulties that environ the 
case. By a recent international ar- 
rangement of Great Britain with 
France, the naval force of the latter 
is to be added to that already employ- 
ed for the suppression of this horrible 
traffic. But it is doubtful whether 
this additional force will give greater 
success in reaching the humane re- 
sult contemplated. An armada from 
the choicest ships of nations could 
not annihilate a traffic sustained by 
the combined avarice of Africa her- 
self and of all her corrupt and greedy 
destroyers throughout the world. 
Physical force is not the right kind 
of instrumentality to battle success- 
fully with those evils whoje exciting 
causes are the depraved passions and 



appetites of intelligent^ immortal 
mind. And yet it appears almost im- 
possible to teach mankind this simple, 
and as it would seem to us, obvious 
truth. If the whole coast of Africa 
were completely blockaded so that 
not a slave should be shipped for a 
century, the slave trade would not 
then be annihilated ; for the causes 
that give rise to it would still be in 
existence, and on the withdrawal of 
an armed force from the seas would 
inevitably lead to the renewal of the 
traffic. There is no adaptation what- 
ever in mere physical force to remove 
these causes. And every principle 
of sound philosophy assures us that 
till the exciting causes are removed, 
the effects which they naturally pro- 
duce cannot cease. We want a re- 
medy then for this enormously wicked 
traffic that will reach its origin ; that 
will at once grapple with and destroy 
the causes that give it birth and sus- 
tain its being. Any thing short of 
this must ultimately prove a failure. 
But what shall this remedy be ? The 
most intelligent philanthropists, both 
in the old world and the new, now 
begin to answer — '^ the civilization 
and Christianization of Africa her- 
self." 

No man has made a more labori- 
ous investigation as to the best, the 
true remedy for this overgrown evil, 
than Thomas F. Buxton, .Esq., of 
England. The conclusion at which 
he arrives, after his protracted and 
careful researches on this subject, he 
expresses in the following language: 
" With all confidence we affirm that 
nothing permanent will be effected 
unless we raise the native mind,*^ 
Again, writing of Africa, he remarks 
— ^we must elevate the minds of 
her people^ and call forth the capon 
bilities of her soiV^ One of the 
most distinguished African travellers, 
after all that Europe had then done 
for the suppression of the slave trade, 
remarks, — "Europe therefore wiU 
have done litde for the blacks, if the 
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abolition of the Atlantic slave trade 
is not followed up by some wise and 
grand plan for the civilization of the 
eontinent." Captain Harris, of the 
British service, so extensively ac- 
quainted with Africa, was commis- 
sioned by his government to investi- 
gate the matter and report as to the 
best methpd of extinguishing the 
slave trade. The conclusion at which 
he arrived, after all his researches and 
enlarged observations on this subject, 
was, that the slave trade could never 
be extinguished so long as the savage, 
pagan spirit of •Africa herself was in 
favor of it. His conclusion is sound 
and strictly philosophical. It rests 
on a true insight into the real cause 
of the evil ; a cause not to be reach- 
ed by naval armaments nor parlia- 
mentary legislation : for though com- 
pulsory means may restrain the act, 
it cannot eradicate the motive. Were 
the whole coast blockaded, still the 
*^ African will not have ceased to de- 
sire and vehemently to crave the 
spirits, the ammunition, and the ar- 
ticles of finery and commerce, which 
Europe and America alone can sup- 
ply ; and these he can obtain by the 
«lave trade, and by the slave trade 
only, while he remains what he is." 
Captain Harris has therefore very 
wisely recommended the civilization 
and Christianization of Africa herself, 
recommended a remedy for the dis- 
ordered passions of the native mind, 
and for its savage physical condition, 
as the true, efficient causes of this 
disgraceful and inhuman traffic. 

Two things then must be done for 
Africa, if she is ever rescued from 
the ravages of a commerce in her 
own hapless children, alike ruinous 
to her and infamous to the nations 
concerned in it. 1. Mind there must 
he elevated, expanded and disciplined 
lill it can comprehend the true econ- 
omy of national wealth, and take ad- 
vantage of those laws of nature which 
are subservient to its production. 



And 2 ; the physical resources of the 
country must be understood and de- 
veloped, till each African chief can 
be made to see that for every dollar 
he now receives from the sale and 
export of his living subjects, one hun- 
dred dollars^ worth of produce, either 
for home consumption or foreign 
commerce, can be raised by them if 
retained as laborers on the soil. 

But capabilities of mind and re- 
sources of territory are nothing in 
the estimate of ignorant savages ; 
and while the Africans remain such, 
and know no way of obtaining the 
products of civilized industry but by 
the slave trade, that trade can never 
be annihilated till you exterminate 
the colored race. No. The native 
mind must be trained, equipped and 
led forth there to its grand conquest 
over the laws and agencies of matter, 
and taught its power to render them 
subservient to the purposes of man's 
existence, convenience and comfort, 
by extracting from the soil and gath- 
ering from the spontaneous produc- 
tions of the earth the legitimate 
bounties which Providence bestows 
on intelligent human industry. But 
can this be done ? And if done, are 
the physical resources of Africa such 
as to furnish her inhabitants ample 
means not only of subsistence, but 
of wealth, wholly independent of the 
ungodly gain of the slave trade? 
Both these questions may without 
hesitancy be answered in the affirma- 
tive. The primary elements of mind 
in Africa are, essentially, what they 
are in similar circumstances every 
where else in the world. The pow- 
erful appliances of civilization, science 
and religion will find susceptibilities 
in the African intellect, and, plied 
long enough, will effect the same 
evolution of mental capacities, the 
same inventive powers — the same en- 
terprise, and will give the same gene- 
ral direction to the deathless energy 
of mind there as in any other quarter 
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of the globe. It is a libel on the be- 
nevolence of God, to suppose that 
he has created a race of rational be- 
ings with so stinted mental endow- 
ments, that with proper culture they 
cannot be sufficiently developed and 
disciplined, to avail themselves of the 
bounteous means of a happy tempo- 
ral existence within their reach, and 
also to rise to those noble destinies 
of an immortal nature, for which man 
was made. In respect to the physi- 
cal resources of the continent of Af- 
rica, they are amply sufficient to sus- 
tain twice the number of her present 
population in a state of advanced civi- 
lization, refinement and luxury. 

Indeed Africa is inferior to no other 
portion of the globe in native wealth. 
—The partial and very imperfect ex- 
ploration of her mineral resources | 
shows that silver, gold, copper and 
iron abound in many parts of the 
country. — Of valuable timber she has 
an inexhaustible supply, and it is al- 
ready becoming an important article 
of export. — Dye woods are found in 
the greatest abundance, yielding car- 
mine. Crimson, red, brown, brilliant 
yellow, and the various shades from 
yellow to orange and a fina blue. — 
Africa is rich in gums. — Copal, Se- 
negal mastic, and sudan or Turkey 
gum, can be obtained in large quan- 
tities. — Of nuts, which are beginning 
to form a new and important article 
of trade, there are the palm nut, the 
shea nut, the cola nut, the ground 
nut, the castor nut, the nitta nut, and 
the cocoa nut.— The palm tree grows 
in great numbers, and immense quan- 
tities of the* nuts are permitted to de- 
cay on the ground without being ga- 
thered. Then there are valuable 
roots that -grow with little or no cul- 
tivation. — Of these, may be mention- 
ed the manioc, yams, sweet potatoes, 
arrow-root and ginger. — All the fruits 
of the tropics are there in variety 
and profusion: oranges, lemons, cit- 
rons, limes, pine apples, guavas, ta- 



marinds, pawpaws, plantains, and ba- 
nanas. — Of grain, there is rice, In- 
dian corn, Guinea corn or millet, 
and other varieties. — There are also 
miscellaneous products, such as bees' 
wax, ivory, Indian rubber, and in 
some places horns, hides, skins, tor- 
toise shell, ostrich feathers, pearls, 
ambergris, amber, cotton, coffee and 
indigo. Africa also contains every 
species of domestic animal and fowl 
necessary for convenience and food, 
and fisheries which, were they under 
Yankee enterprise and management, 
would annually yield a revenue twice 
as great as the whole of her slave 
trade. But to give a complete cata- 
logue of African products would ex- 
tend this lecture beyond reasonable 
limits. A writer of great accuracy 
remarks as follows : " With few in- 
considerable exceptions, the whole 
line of coast in Western Africa, ac- 
cessible to trading vessels, presents 
immense tracts of land of the most 
fertile character, which only require 
the hand of industry and commercial 
enterprise to turn them into inex- 
haustible mines of wealth .'' An in- 
dividual who had spent some time in 
Western Africa, and become from 
close and careful observation well 
acquainted with the character and 
capabilities of its soil, writing to the 
colonists of Liberia, remarks : "The 
fiat lands around you, and particular- 
ly your farms, have as good a soil 
as can be met with in any country. 
They will produce two crops of com, 
sweet potatoes, and several other ve- 
getables in a year. They will yield 
a larger crop than the best soil in 
America. — One acre of rich land well 
tilled will produce you three hun- 
dred dollars' worth of indigo. Half 
an acre may be made to grow half a 
ton of arrow-root. Four acres laid 
out in coffee plants will, after the 
third year, produce you a clear in* 
come of two or three hundred dollars 
annually. Half an acre of cotton 
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tree will clothe your whole family. 
One acre of canes will make you in- 
dependent of all the world for the 
sugar you use in your family. One 
acre set with fruit trees and well at- 
tended, will furnish you the year 
round with more plantains, bananas, 
oranges, limes, guavas, pawpaws, 
and pine apples than you will ever 
gather. Nine months of the year 
you may grow fresh vegetables every 
month, and some of you who have 
lowland plantations may do so 
throughout the year." 

And now, in a country of such vast 
physical resources, and so richly 
blest of Heaven with every product 
of a luxuriant soil and a genial cli- 
mate, is there any thing more neces- 
sary *to annihilate her inhuman and 
infamous traffic in her own children, 
than to raise the native mind into the 
daylight of civilization where it can 
see things 'as they are, appreciate the 
exuberant bounties of Providence 
hitherto overlooked, and be made to 
understand the fact which can then 
be demonstrated — viz : that the labor 
of one man, and that not in tilling the 
earth, but in merely gathering the 
spontaneous production of the palm 
nut and the elephant's tooth, can earn 
annually a sum more than twice as 
jDuch as he would bring, were he 
sold as a slave, and his life and in- 
dustry thus annihilated to his own 
country and transferred to a foreign 
one for ever. Such an elevation of 
the native mind is beyond all doubt 
the true radical remedy for the Afri- 
can slave trade. This is the conclu- 
sion, I may add, the settled convic- 
tion^ of the most enlightened philan- 
thropists of the world at the present 
day. All human history shows that 
it is mind which rules the destinies 
of nations. Mind reinstated, en- 
throned in something of its primitive 
sovereignty and dignity, and invest- 
ed with the majesty of an enlight- 
ened conscience and high Christian 



sentiment, is and ever will be the 
elected instrument of Divine benefi- 
cence for the subversion of the pow- 
ers of darkness, the destruction of 
the overgrown schemes of wicked- 
ness, and for the prevalence and uni- 
versal triumph of truth and righteous- 
ness in the world. But how is this 
elevation of African mind to be ef- 
fected ? How is Africa to be civili- 
zed ? I answer in the general, by 
observing the same great laws of ci- 
vilization that have operated in civi- 
lizing any other portion of the human 
family. Civilization has its fixed 
laws, and if overlooked or violated 
in any case, their results cannot be 
realized. History furnishes no in- 
stance of a barbarous people left to 
themselves, and uninfluenced by in- 
tercourse with otherSjjever becoming 
civilized. 

Fallen human nature has no inhe- 
rent tendency to so refined an issue. 
In some peculiar cases military con- 
quest has contributed to the civijiza- 
tion of the conquered. But in no 
form can war be regarded as the ne- 
cessary handmaid of civilization. — 
Commercial intercourse, where a 
country has facilities for communi- 
cation with the interior, has often re- 
sulted in the civilization of a people. 
But the grand law of civilization op- 
erates on the social and political con- 
dition of a people, through the me- 
dium of MODEL COMMUNITIES planted 
amongst them, and rendered perma- 
nent in their influence on the imita- 
tive principle and emulation of the 
barbarous tribes. This is the law of 
civilization which we must observe 
in reference to Africa. The hope of 
benefitting her in this respect by 
military conquest is out of the ques- 
tion; and commercial intercourse, 
heretofore, has been far from exert- 
ing a civilizing influence on her peo- - 
pie. Nor can such intercourse be 
expected materially to benefit a popu- 
lation, whose country has no great 
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highways, few navigable rivers, and, 
therefore, no facilities for communi- 
cation with the interior. We must 
have the model communities planted 
and sustained there. The germ must 
be rooted in her own soil, and rear 
its trunl^, put forth its leaves, its 
flowers, and its first fruits, before 
the -eyes of the savage native tribes. 
This is no new theory of African 
civilization. Near the close of the 
last century, Captain Beaver, a be- 
nevolent Englishman, attempted a 
model settlement of civilization in 
Africa ; but the climate soon disclosed 
to him and to his company the me- 
lancholy fact, so fearfully demonstra- 
ted since, that the white man's life 
must be the inevitable forfeit of all 
such attempts! Who then are to 
form the constituency of these model 
communities, indispensable to pro- 
mote that civilization which alone 
can ^efFectually suppress the slave 
trade of Afi ica ? Experience and ob- 
servation have decided that it is to be 
her own exiled, but now civilized. 
Christianized sons, whose physical 
structure and temperament have never 
been so changed by a different lo- 
cality, as to unfit them to return with 
safety, and live in their original cli- 
mate and country. 

Burkhardt, the most distinguished 
of travellers in Africa, remarks that 
there is no fairer prospect for her 
civilization, " than the education of 
the sons of Africa in their own coun- 
try and by their own countrymen, 
previously educated by Europeans." 
]f in forming these model settlements 
of civilization in Africa, there were 
no risk of life to white men, yet, on 
every principle of social philosophy, 
it would be infinitely preferable to 
have them composed of educated. 
Christian colored men. The asso- 
ciations which the native tribes have 
connected with white men as a privi- 
leged and superior race, would very 
naturally cause them to despair of 



successfully imitating such a race in 
the arts and usages of civilized life ; 
whilst the identity of skin and na- 
tional lineage with the colored com- 
munity would have precisely a con- 
trary tendency, and would demons- 
trate to them, by a living example, 
the improvement and elevation of 
which the negro race is capable. 

The case then may be stated thus : 
the true, and only effectual remedy 
for the horrible slave trade is the 
civilization and Christianization of 
the inhabitants of Africa herself. To 
effect this we must have model com- 
munities of civilized, Christian men- 
planted and rendered permanent 
there ; and for obvious and impera- 
tive reasons the men that compose 
these communities must be colored 
men, the descendants of Africans. 
Now where shall we find such men ? 
The men who alone, under God, can 
be the instruments of civilizing and 
Christianizing their '' brethren, their 
kinsmen according to the flesh ? " I 
answer, in this country. And may 
not preparation for becoming instru- 
ments of so great blessing to their 
fatherland have been one of the in- 
terior, beneficent purposes of God in 
permitting the wickedness of mm 
to exile them anc] bring and bind 
them for a season in servitude here ? 
Has the work of establishing these 
model communities of civilization in 
Afiica been begun .^ It has, under 
blessed auspices and brilliant auguries 
of ultimate and triumphant success. 
By whom has a scheme of so far- 
reaching and so effective benevolence 
been originated and put into execu- 
tion? By those lofty and patriotic 
minds who organized the American 
Colonization Society, Notwithstand- 
ing the earlier efforts of Great Britain 
in the establishment of the colony of 
Sierra Leone, I am happy to think 
that oMf own country has a fair and 
equitable claim to the noble distinct 
tion of being the first to plant a com* 
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munity in Africa that can be regarded 
as in all respects a true, model set- 
tlement of civilization, republican 
liberty and Christianity. The fol- 
lowing is no exaggerated represen- 
tation of what has been achieved by 
this great American movement : 

" What, then, has colonization 
done ? It has laid the foundation of 
an empire in the commonwealth of 
Liberia. There it is — on the coast 
of Africa, a little north of the equator, 
in the central regions of African bar- 
barism, and of the slave trade. There 
are four colonies and twelve Chris- 
tian settlements, dotting a coast of 
about 300 miles, extending their do- 
main by fair negotiation, back into 
the interior and along the Atlantic 
shore, the whole incorporated into a 
federal republic, after the model of 
our own, with like institutions, civil, 
literary, and religious, and composed 
of Africans and descendants of Afri- 
cans, most of whom were emancipa- 
ted from bondage in this country for 
the purpose, some of whom were re- 
captured from slave ships, and a small 
part of whom are adopted natives 
tliat have come in to join them. 
There is Christian civilization and 
the government of law ; there is a 
civil jurisprudence and polity ; there 
are courts and magistrates, judges 
and lawyers; there are numerous 
Christian churches, .well supplied 
with ministers of the gospel ; there 
are schools, public libraries, and a 
respectable system of public educa- 
tion ; there is a public press and two 
journals, one monthly, and one semi- 
monthly; there are rising towns and 
villages ; there are the useful trades 
and mechanic arts, a productive ag- 
riculture and increasing commerce ; 
in their harbors are to be found ships 
trading with Europe and America,* 
and the exports are increasing from 
year to year ; and all this the creation 
of somewhat less than twenty years, 
—nan achievement of which there is 
no parallel in history." 



Now is not such a community pre- 
eminently adapted to promote civili- 
zation in Africa, to develope her 
physical resources, to augment and 
give impulse to her legitimate trade 
and commerce, and thus to prove the 
great and efficient remedy for a traffijc 
that has burnt in upon her its\in- 
mitigated curses for centuries ? 

On this subject the opinions of 
General Turner, late Governor of 
Sierra Leone, are entitled to great 
weight. Mr. Buxton, who was in- 
timately acquainted with his views 
in reference to this matter, was irre- 
sistibly led from General Turner's 
great experience and extensive ob- 
servation, to the conclusion (I give 
his own words) " That the true way 
to suppress the slave trade and to 
extricate Africa from its present abyss 
of misery, is to be found in friendly 
intercourse with the natives ; in the 
encouragement of their legitimate 
trade, in the cultivation of the soil, 
and in alliances with them for the 
suppression of the slave traffic." 
Now do not our colonies fulfil pre- 
cisely all these conditions? Their 
intercourse with the natives is of the 
most friendly kind ; — they encourage 
trade with them;— and they give 
them a practical illustration of the 
right culture of the soil on the colo- 
nial farms. The government of Li- 
beria has also formed alliances and 
entered into treaties of amity and trade 
with about two hundred thousand 
of the native tribes, one invariable 
condition of which treaties is that the 
natives shall in no way, directly nor 
indirectly, aid or abet the slave trade 
or connive at it in any form — that 
they shall abandon some of their bar* 
barous usages and protect and foster 
•American missions. Already some 
fifteen or twenty thousand of the na- 
tive Africans have voluntarily •become 
subject to the laws of Liberia, thrown 
aside the badges of their superstition 
and idolatry, conformed their cos- 
tume and their social habits to the 
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requisitions of civilized life, and many 
of them attend public worship on the 
Sabbath in the colonial churches. 

The English language, that great 
vehicle of the knowledge of civiliza- 
tion and of a pure Christianity, has 
already penetrated more than two 
hundred miles into the interior, and 
awakened among chiefs and people 
a spirit of inquiry and a strong de- 
sire for the establishment of schools 
to instruct them in the arts and usages 
of civilized life and the truths of the 
Christian religion. 

What a change in a little more 
than twenty years ! The whole ter- 
ritory now occupied by the common- 
wealth of Liberia was lately one vast 
theatre of slave-trading and all kinds 
of savage enormities. Now there is 
not a slave factory between the two 
extremes of colonial jurisdiction. It 
is computed that the existence and 
influence of this commonwealth on 
the western coast prevents the ex- 
portation of nearty fifty thousand 
slaves annually from that part of 
Africa. Besides, the protection and 
encouragement which the colonies 
afford to Christian missions, enables 
those colonies thus incidentally to 
exert the most certain of all civilizing 
influences on savage men — the in- 
fluence of the gospel — and so paves 
llie way for an indefinite progress 
by the natives in social, political and 

religious improvement Such 

colonies as ours then, British philan- 
thropists themselves being judges, 
contain all the elements of Africa's 
intellectual, social, civil and religious 
redemption, and constitute the grand 
and only effective remedy for that 
monstrous tralKc in her children 
which has covered Christendom with 
guilt and Africa with more than fu- 
neral gloom for ages. 

Now had colonization no tendency 
to furnish an asylum for the disfran- 
chised colored man of this country, 
—no tendency to place him in cir- 



cumstances where, unimpeded by 
prejudice and privileged competition, 
he can enjoy social equality, political 
rights and liberty with all the ave- 
nues to wealth, to civil, intellectual 
I and moral distinctions open before 
him, and with all the lures to the 
loftiest hopes and noblest aspirations 
of human nature gathering their re- 
sistless attractions upon him— -did 
this enterprise do nothing more, di- 
rectly nor indirectly, than to furnish 
Africa with so admirable a model set- 
tlement of her own descendants as 
the colonies of Liberia now present, 
this alone, in its civilizing and Chris- 
tianizing influence on Africa herself, 
and in its bearings on the ultimate 
and entire overthrow of her slave 
trade, would entitle colonization to 
the rank which that enlightened 
statesman, the late Hon. Roger M. 
Sherman, assigned it as '^ amongst the 
noblest schemes of benevolence in the 
nineteenth century J ^^ This alone 
ought to claim for it the sympathies, 
the prayers and the liberal patronage 
of the patriots, the philanthropists 
and Christians of the whole civilized 
world! And it is this aspect or 
bearing of the enterprise on the tem- 
poral and spiritual interests and des- 
tinies of the teeming millions of Af- 
rica which the providence of God is 
now rendering most prominent and 
full of promise to that benighted, af- 
flicted cotitinent. 

How true that the thoughts of the 
great, Eternal Mind are not as our 
.thoughts. While we hitherto have 
been contemplating colonization in 
its bearing on the free colored peo- 
ple and the slaves of our own coun- 
try, and striving by it (and that too 
"in a great fight of aflSiiction ") to 
ameliorate the condition of the one 
class, and to secure the liberty of the 
other, even on a small scale, it would 
seem that the Infinite Mind has given 
an unthought-of grandeur to our 
scheme, by adopting it as a far- 
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reaching instrumentality of blessings 
to a vast continent, to the number of 
whose inhabitants all the colored peo- 
ple herSj are but as the dust in the bal- 
ance. Thus it would appear that with- 
in the exterior and obvious form of 
our simple enterprise, and concealed 
from all but the Omniscient eye, laid 
those sublime elemental principles of 
Africa's social, political, and religious 
regeneration, which need only to be 
energized by Omnipotence and con- 
trolled by a hand divine, in order to 
work out some of the most stupen- 
dous results ever witnessed in the 
national redemption and elevation of 
human nature ! How wonderful the 
counsels of the Most High ! What 
if it should be found that amidst the| 
darkness and depression of her exiled 
sons here for nearly two centuries, 
God has been calmly, silently, and 
unseen, just as he forms the diamond 
in nature, elaborating that rich gem 
of civilization that now begins to 
sparkle as a brilliant qa Africa's 
bleeding bosom. 

If there be "a thread that deter- 
mines the place of every head in the 
necklace " of individual and national " 
destiny, then when Africa at last ex- 
changes her dark zone for a girdle of 
jewels glittering with the light of 
science and religion, who shall pre- 
dict that it will not be found that co- 
lonization has spun the silken thread 
which binds them all in their beau- 
teous order ? And if this be only in 
the slightest degree probable^ what 
shall we say of the professed phi- 
lanthropy that would break this 
thread? Is it wise, patriotic or be- 
nevolent, to attempt to embarrass or 
destroy an experiment for Africa's 
redemption, which promises to bless 



her hundred and fifty millions, be- 
cause it will not confer immediate 
social and political freedom on some 
three millions of her hapless sons in 
this country ? Is it enlightened, dis- 
interested, magnanimous sympathy 
for the whole colored race which 
dictates determined opposition to the 
only plan thai for centuries has 
promised to furnish a fair opportu* 
nity for the colored man to test, by 
actual experiment, what he can make 
himself to be in the scale of intellec'> 
tual, social, and political existence, 
when his whole nature is free, and 
on an arena wide as his capacities, 
and free too as his nature, and every 
hope and aspiration, every generous 
impulse that can be brought to bear 
on his eneigies, is proffering him its 
aid? 

In a future age I doubt not that the 
organized opposition and deadly hos- 
tility shown by some towards this 
noble attempt for Africa's disenthral- 
ment and regeneration will be re- 
garded as one of the most singular 
and inexplicable facts in the history 
of this part of the nineteenth century.* 
And yet I am not sure but that thi3 
is the very fact on which a profound 
and far-sighted Christian philosopher 
would fix his firmest expectations of 
great and glorious ulterior issues. 
For, it is on the principle of antago- 
nism, that the infinite God himself 
has wrought out some of the grandest 
problems of his moral government 
The loyalty and holiness of Heaven's 
first-born sons were tested by the 
opposing forces of temptation and 
sin. And who may say whether 
Gabriel himself would ever have 
stobd so high, or shone so brightly, 
had not Lucifer fell like lightning by 



• The author is willing to believe that some good men who are really interested in the 
welfare of the colored race, have been induced to oppose colonization through misrep- 
resentations respecting its character, and misapprehensions as to its legitimate aims and 
bearings. But for the one who commenced the crusade, and for those that have rallied 
round hU standard^ no such charitable supposition can be entertained. 
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bis side and subjected him to the 
shock of opposition ? What great 
or good thing in the empire of Je- 
hovah has escaped the action of an- 
tagonistic forces, or been exempt 
from the struggles and the throes of 
conflict ? 

Christianity itself, in the immacu- 
late person of its Divine founder, 
was hunted down by the fiercest op- 
position from the manger in Bethle- 
hem to the cross on Calvary, and 
from the cross to the tomb of Joseph, 
where the rancour of Jewish hate 
held its jealous vigils till stunned 
«nd overpowered by the glories of 
the resurrection ! Christ had to en- 
dure tlie contradiction of sinners 
against himself. The great Captain 
of our salvation was made perfect 
through suffering. It is a deeply af- 
fecting thought that the light of the 
glorious Sun of Righteousness him- 
self had to struggle through clouds, 
and "has woven its rainbows" of 
promise to man on a " back ground 
of eternal black I " 

H^d colonization been of more 
doubtful tendency and bearing (than 
facts prove it has b^en) on the pre- 
sent and prospective condition of 
iong-neglected Africa, one might sup- 
pose that the sympathies owed her 
by the Christian world would have 
effectually curbed all opposition, till 
4he scheme had been fairly tested 
and proved by incontestable experi- 
ment to be a failure. I say, the sym- 
pathies owed her by the world. For 
who can avoid an emotion of strange 
and even sublime sorrow when 
musing on the mysterious and mourn- 
ful destinies of that ill-starred conti- 
nent, bereaved annually of nearly 
half a million of her hapless children, 
not by the visitations of natural death 
or by physical calamity, but by that 
violence and reckless rapine and 
murder, which are deaf to every cry 
eave that of an inexorable and fiend- 
ish cupidity ! Poor, bleeding Africa ! 



'' The Niobe of nations — ^fhere she stands, 
Childless and crownless in her voiceless wo." 

Her weeds of mourning have never 
been laid aside for centuries. Her 
cheeks have never been ftee from 
tears of the 4}itterest bereavement. 
Her long and starless night of deso- 
lation' as yet has been succeeded by 
no bright and blessed morning 1 

For some inscrutable reason in the 
counsels of Heaven, Africa has been 
longest doomed to the unassuaged 
woes of man's moral overthrow in 
Eden, and has been the very last to 
share in that august movement which 
human nature, under the gospel, is 
now making towards its triumph 
over the ruins of the apostacy and 
the attainment of its highest terres- 
trial destinies. Through darkness 
and storm and confiict, colonization 
has struggled and succeeded in lo- 
cating on her coast the elemental 
forces of this grand movement for 
Africa. It is, perhaps, one of the 
greatest experiments ever made on 
human society ! It is certainly one 
of thrilling, inefiable interest to earth 
and heaven. It aims to infiuence 
ultimately in all their dearest inte- 
rests, one hundred and fifty millions 
of immortal minds hitherto and pros- 
pectively, as it would seem, to a 
great extent, beyond the reach of 
any other instrumentality. For aught 
that any man dares now predict, 
their hopes and happiness for two 
worlds may be found, in the evolu- 
tion of the Divine purposes, to be 
involved in and identified with the 
success of this experiment ! It aims 
to remove the covering from all faces, 
to upheave and throw off the super- 
incumbent masses of superstition^ 
paganism, crime and curses, that for 
centuries hav.e crushed a fifth part of 
the hundreds of millions of the hu- 
man race, into the lowest deep of 
moral degradation. It aims to de- 
velope the physical resources of a 
vast continenty to evolve and give ^ 
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play to the mental faculties of its 
myriad population, to awaken the 
high hopes and infinite aspirations 
that will fit Africa for those grand 
and exalted enterprises which will 



bring her up to the level and make 
her a full partner with the other na- 
tions, in all the stupendous blessings 
of the world's long-looked-for social, 
political, and spiritual millennium ! 



Jntr0l)iucti0tt itt Dr. JSll<« anl><r'0 ^§101019 of ColoniiotUn; 

( Continued from our la&t.) 



It is a well ascertained fact, that 
some of the African nations, among 
the most cruel that ever* lived upon 
earth, appear now disposed to re- 
ceive missionaries, and pay attention 
to the Gospel. Were it not that the 
dirtiate of Africa is so inimical to the 
constitution of the white man, there 
is not a country on the globe where 
there is a stronger encouragement to 
missionary efforts. But it seems the 
ordination of Heaven, that Africa 
shall be regenerated by the instru- 
mentality of her own sons, chiefly. 
And it is an interesting fact, that al- 
ready from among the emancipated 
slaves of the West Indies, mission- 
aries have gone, or are preparing to 
go, to Africa, to carry the glorious 
Gospel to their benighted country- 
men. This view of the effect of the 
colonization scheme, is to our minds 
the most animating of all others. 
The redemption of Africa from the 
cruel tyranny of the prince of dark- 
ness, and from the most miserable 
and degrading bondage of the crud- 
est superstition upon earth, is the ob- 
ject on which our hopes are fixed ; 
and we do believe from the signs of 
the times, that the period is not far 
distant when " Ethiopia shall stretch 
out her hands unto God ; " and we 
confidently expect, that the American 
Colonization Scheme w^U act an im- 
portant part in achieving this great 
work. A most unreasonable opinion 
was hastily taken up by Abolitionists, 
founded on some unguarded expres- 
aiojos of southern men, at the first I 



public meeting to form a Coloniza- 
tion Society at Washington, that one 
object, or rather tendency, of the in- 
stitution was, to render the property 
in slaves more valuable ; by remov- 
ing from among them the free peo- 
ple of color, by whom they were 
greatly corrupted. These declara- 
tions of individual slaveholders, per- 
fectly innocent when properly un- 
derstood, were attributed to the So- 
ciety, and tortured into a meaning as 
foreign from the views of Coloniza- 
tionisfs, as they are from those of 
Abolitionists. As has been repeat- 
edly said, the originators and foun- 
ders of this Society, whatever they 
might think of slavery, determined 
to engage in a benevolent enterprise, 
which should aim to accomplish a 
great good, witliout meddling with a 
subject so exciting, and so difiicult 
to be disposed of, as that of Ameri- 
can slavery. 

They did not even suppose that 
the scheme which they intended to 
prosecute, would either stand in the 
way of any efforts to bring about 
emancipation, or that it would be a 
substitute for schemes of this kind. 
They did, indeed, foresee that if th« 
enterprise should prove successful, 
and a well ordered colony should b« 
established in Africa, it would enable 
those slaveholders who, from whaW 
ever motive, wish to get clear of their 
slaves, to send them to an asylum, 
where they would have every oppoi- 
tunity of enjoying the privileges of 
freemen. But this is in perfect liar- 
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mony with the laws of most, if not 
all, the slaveholding Stales — which 
permit every man who chooses to 
liberate his slaves, provided he send 
them out of the State. But how the 
colonization scheme should have any 
tendency to perpetuate slavery, is 
utterly inconceivable. For, though 
it interfere not with the existing re- 
lations between master and servant, 
as established by law ; yet the more 
slaves are emancipatec), the greater 
work is before them, and the greater 
the need of some plan by which they 
might be removed. And so far from 
tending to perpetuate slavery, if all 
the slaves in the country were now 
emancipated, the need of such a 
scheme would be ten times more 
urgent than it is at present: because 
there would be ten times as many 
persons thrown into a helpless, de- 
^aded state, without the means of 
comfortable subsistence. The Abo- 
litionists, therefore, instead of setting 
themselves in opposition to this 
scheme, ought to have hailed it as 
one calculated to provide a comfort- 
able residence for all whose emanci- 
pation they might be able to effect. 
Two races of men, nearly equal in 
numbers, but differing as much as 
whites and blacks, cannot form one 
harmoneous society in any other way 
than by amalgamation ; but the whites 
and blacks, in this, country, by no 
human efforts, could be amalgamated 
into one heterogeneous mass in a 
thousand years ; — and during this 
long period, the state of society would 
be perpetually disturbed by any con- 
tending factions. Either the whites 
must remove and give up the country 
to flie colored people, or the colored 
people must be removed— otherwise 
the latter must remain in subjection 
to the former. And the question for 
the philanthropist to decide is, 
whether the relation of master and 
servant, as now existing, or a state of 
degradation, such as the free people 



of color are now laboring under, be 
the most eligible. In the former case, 
the weak and poor have a patron and 
protector, and a kind feeling is gene- 
rated between the master and servaijt, 
where they aje disposed to perform, 
respeciively, their relative duties ; 
but, in the other case, the poor 'co- 
lored race are mere outcasts from so- 
ciety ; and no feeling of kindness, 
but only of contempt and dislike, is 
generally entertained towards them 
by the whites, because they are every 
where considered, with few excep- 
tions, bad members of society. And 
their condition in the free States is 
not better than in the slave States, 
but worse. It does appear, there- 
fore, that we cannot benefit the slaves 
by obtaining liberty for them in this 
country; and that liberty which 
brings with it no benent, hut an in- 
crease of misery, is a poor boon, it 
does appear to me — and I have for a 
long time most earnestly considered 
the subject that we can confer a real 
benefit on the African race in no other 
way than by separating them from 
the whites, and removing them to the 
country of their fathers which is still 
congenial to their constitution. 

There are thousands of slavehold- 
ers who would give up their slaves, 
if they were fully satisfied that Li- 
beria would be permanently a safe 
and comfortable abode for them. The 
attention of many people at the south 
is now directed intensely towards 
this rising colony ; and more, many 
are now educating their younger 
slaves, with some view of a future 
residence in that land of promise. 
And the noble example of McDonogh 
will be followed substantially by 
many. In the vast continent of Af- 
rica there are extensive regions which 
lie uncultivated. It is for the bene- 
fit of the human race that men should 
not be crowded together in dense 
masses, while so many countries, 
naturally fertile, are inhabited only 
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by wild beasts, or are roamed over 
by a few miserable savages. Large 
cities are justly termed, by a sagaci- 
ous politician, " great sores on the 
body politic." Even in our largest 
cities, which are comparatively of 
modern origin, one-fifth of the popu- 
lation, so far from adding to the 
strength or riches of the community, 
hang as a dead weight upon the in- 
dustrious and useful inhabitants. — 
How much belter would it be, to 
have a large portion of these settled 
on the fresh soil of our extensive ter- 
ritories ! America, however, is in a 
fair way of having all her . valuable 
lands inhabited and cultivated. The 
discovery of this continent, and its 
colonization by Europeans, has been 
one of the most important events 
which has occurred for centuries. 
Millions have found an asylum and 
a comfortable home here, who, with 
their posterity, would have been poor 
and miserable in their native coun- 
tries. But who shall people the 
wild regions of Africa ? Undoubted- 
ly it is the will of the great Parent of 
the human race, that this wide con- 
tinent should be possessed and cul- 
tivated by mankind. But Africa is 
not the country for white men. 
Europeans cannot colonize these re- 
gions — the climate is so deleterious 
to their constitution : and the same 
is true of Americans. If ever Africa 
is settled and occupied, it must be by 
her sons, scattered over the face of 
this western world. For, although 
generations have passed away since 
the forefathers of the present race of 
colored people were degraded from 
their native land, yet is found by ex- 
perienc6, that Africa is a climate 
adapted to the constitution of the co- 
lored men of this continent. As far 
as experience has been had, no peo- 
ple are more exempt from disease, 
after the acclimating fever has been 
passed through, than the inhabitants 
of Liberia. It seems plainly, there- 



fore, to be the duty and the interest 
of the colored race in this country, 
where every thing is so unfavorable 
to their rising to their proper level in 
society, to turn their eyes to Africa, 
where there is a frfee and happy re- 
public, composed and governed en- 
tirely by men of their own color ; and 
where every honest citizen feels that 
he stands upon an equality with any 
other man in the world. And it be- 
hooves those who industriously sow 
prejudices against colonization, in the 
minds of the free people of color, to 
consider what injury they may be in- 
flicting on them and their posterity. 
Let them either propose some method 
by which these degraded and trodden- 
down people may be rendered more 
comfortable and respectable here, or 
let them not throw obstacles in the 
way of their emigration to a country 
where they might have the opportu- 
nity of enjoying the real blessings of 
freedom. 

It is in vain to declaim about the 
prejudice of color; however unrea- 
sonable, it will long continue to exist, 
and will prove an eff*ectual bar to the 
possession and enjoyment of the 
same privileges and advantages which 
the white population enjoy. If I were 
a colored man, I would not hestitate 
a moment to relinquish a country 
where a black skin and the lowest 
degree of degradation are so identi- 
fied, that scarcely any manifestation 
of talent, or course of good conduct, 
can entirely overcome the prejudice 
which exists, and which is as strong, 
if not stronger, in the free than in the 
slaveholding Slates : — and I would 
use every exertion to reach a land 
where it is no crime, and no dishonor^ 
to appear in a colored skin — a coun- 
try where no white superiors exist 
to look down with contempt upon 
the colored race, but where they are 
the lords of the soil, and the rulers 
of the nation. I cannot but admire 
the honest ambition and noble daring 
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of the first emigrants from this coun- 
try to Africa. Then no Liberia ex- 
isted. The Society did not own one 
foot of ground on that continent, and 
it was extremely doubtful whether 
they would be able to obtain any ter- 
ritory for a colony. Yet these lion- 
hearted men, resolved to run every 
risk, took, as it were, their lives in 
their hands. They went out, like 
Abraham, not knowing whither they 
went, or what destiny awaited them. 
And the event was proved, that they 
were called by the providence of 
God, to engage in this hazardous en- 
terprise. And I cannot but feel pity 
for the grovelling views of many co- 
lored men, now residing in a state of 
degradation in this country, who, in 
Liberia, might rise to wealth and in- 
dependence, and, perhaps, to high 
and honorable office. One of the 
first laws given to man, and which 
is still in full force, was ^' Replenish 
the earth and subdue it;" and after 
the deluge God signally rebuked the 
determination of the people to remain 
together, by confounding their lan- 
guage, and thus scattering them over 
the face of the earth. The object of 
the multitude in erecting this im- 
mense Tower is plainly declared to 
have been, *'Lest they should be 
scattered abroad on the face of the 
whole earth;" and the object of the 
Almighty in the stupendous miracle, 
now wrought, by which the language 
of the people was confounded, is dis- 
tinctly declared to have been, ''To 
scatter them abroad upon the face of 
all the earth." It is, therefore, plainly 
the will of God that the human race 
should not collect in dense bodies in 
some particular parts of the world, 
while large tracts of habitable land 
lie desert and uncultivated. The 
command *'to replenish the earth 
and subdue it," is still in full force. 
And to what people does it equally 
belong to possess and cultivate the 
extensive and fertile regions of Afri- 



ca, as to the sons of Africa in this 
country, who need a home where 
they may enjoy equal privileges with 
others, and where they may be in- 
struments of diffusing among the bar- 
barous natives the lights of Christian- 
ity and civilization ? If ever the ne- 
gro race are raised from their de- 
graded state of ignorance and vice, 
in Africa, it will probably be by the 
return of the descendants of that race, 
spread over so large a part of this 
western continent and over the West 
India islands. If the wise and bene- 
volent plan of civilizing Africa, and 
putting an end to the slave trade, de- 
vised by Sir Thomas F. Buxton, and 
which was attempted to be carried 
into effect at so great expense of life 
and money, had adopted the principle 
of sending back the emancipated ne- ' 
groes from the British colonies in the 
West India islands, instead of at- 
tempting to settle colonies of white 
Europeans in the deleterious climate 
of Africa, the object sought, so im- 
portant and desirable, would, in all 
probability, have been accomplished. 
And if the colony of Sierra Leone 
should need to be recruited, it will 
be founti expedient to invite the most 
enterprising and besfr^ducated of the 
negroes of the W^I^Indles, to emi- 
grate to that country. The present 
difficulties of Liberia, in consequence 
of the ungenerous conduct of certain 
officers of the British navy towards 
the unoflfending colonists, will, it is 
presumed, be of short duration. It 
would be an indelible reproach to the 
magnanimous government of Great 
Britain, to be the means of destroy- 
ing or injuring an infant republic, 
just starting into existeRCe, under the 
most favorable auspices. Liberia 
may be considered as a star of prom- 
ise which twinkles in the dense dark- 
ness which overshadows the African 
continent. This community may be 
said (without exaggeration) to be the 
t most extraordinary upon earth, when 
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all the circumstances of its origin and 
progress are taken into view. Pro- 
vidence has evidently and remarkably 
smiled on the enterprise, and, we 
trust with confidence, will defend it 
against all who may attempt its de- 
struction. Let those, then, who op- 
pose the scheme of African Coloni- 
zation, beware, lest they be found 
resisting what God approves. As 



for himself, the writer is a\i fully per- 
suaded that the plan of colonizing 
the free people of color in Africa is 
wise and benevolent, as he ever was 
of the wisdom and benevolence of 
any human enterprise. 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER. 

Princeton, N. J., 
January 6, 1846. 



£tiitx from a fritn2r tn Dirgtnia. 



To the Editor of the Jtfrican Repository : 

I have lately had many interviews 
with the free colored people in dif- 
ferent parts of this State, and I have 
thought some statement of facts in re- 
gard to them might be interesting to 
your readers, and that if you would 
reply to some of their difEcuities and 
objections to colonization, it might 
benefit many of them who read your 
paper. 

We haye in this State, (Virginia,) 
a very large class of colored people 
who are free. Some of them have 
obtained their freedom by their own 
energy and perseverance, having rais- 
ed the money and bought themselves. 
Others have been set free by their 
roasters on account of their long and 
faithful services. Others have been 
born free, and they have multiplied 
their* numbers greatly. It is proba- 
ble that their increase is more rapid 
in Virginia, than in any other State, 
Worth or South. Several satisfactory 
causes for this, will suggest them- 
selves to every reflecting mind. 

Many of these people are highly 
respectable. As servants of some of 
the best families in the State they 
have been well brought up. On be- 
coming free they have retained their 
industrious habits, and with economy 
and prudence, they have contrived to 
live well, and to lay uj) something for 
the future. Some of them have ac- 
cumulated quite a handsome pioper- 

22 



ty. Some of them too have educa- 
ted their children, and themselves to 
some extent, and deserve much credit 
for what they have thus accomplished 
under accumulated obstacles. 

Would that I could give thus good 
an account of them all. But alas ! 
This cannot be done. There are too 
many of them, of whom, directly the 
reverse of all this is true. They are 
degraded, poor, wretched, and totally 
destitute of any idea of ever bettering 
their condition. They seem never 
yet to have taken in the idea that 
either virtue or respectability was to 
be expected from them ; and as the in- 
fluences all around them have a de- 
pressing rather than an elevating ten- 
dency, there is none but the most for- 
lorn hope for them. Had they their 
feelings of independence, or rather 
of self-dependence and self-respect, 
which ought of right to belong to 
men who are free, or were the sur- 
rounding influences diflerent from 
what they are, there would be some 
possibility of reaching them with 
some redeeming power. But as it is, 
there seems no means by which their 
condition can be successfully bettered. 
Every appeal to them is totally inef- 
fectual : and there is no prospect of 
so altering their external condition, as 
to put beneath them an agency which 
would force them up to respectability. 
They are not the kind of persons you 
need to send to Liberia, and they are 
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totally averse to going, if they were. 
They are incapable of appreciating 
any one of the motives for changing 
their situation. 

This is the worst side of the pic- 
ture. These remarks apply to the 
^^ lowest of the people.'' Let me 
leave them here, and speak of those 
above them. 

Among the better class of colored 
people there is considerable inquiries 
in regard to Liberia. They however 
are ** slow to believe." It requires 
the greatest prudence and caution 
rightly to impart to them information. 
They are naturally suspicious of 
every plj^n proposed for bettering their 
condition. They cling with surpris- 
ing tenacity to the hope that the day 
will come when they shall be reliev- 
ed from the disabilities which at pre- 
sent bind them down, and shall be 
instated in rights and privileges in 
this country equal to the most favor- 
ed citizens. There are enemies 
enough to colonization to keep evil 
reports in circulation in regard to Li- 
beria, which they readily embrace 
and believe, and thus they prejudge 
the case, and are not in a state of 
mind to weigh calmly the reasons for 
emigration. 

I have been constantly beset with 
cavilings like the following, viz : 

1. Why do the whites wish to get 
clear of us, and send us away to that 
land ? 

2. If we must live by ourselves, 
why do you not give us some place 
in the United States, where there is 
room enough ? 

3. Why do not some of the citi- 
zens of Liberia come back and let us 
see them personally, and learn from 
their own lips all about their condi- 
»tion there ? 

4. What evidence is there that, if 
we go to Liberia, and do well for a 
time, we shall not some day be op- 
pressed by other nations, and subject- 
ed to all the cruelties which our an- 



cestors have suffered in being torn 
from their native land ? 

1 have also been met with objec- 
tions, honestly made by some, by 
others cavilingly, like the following, 
viz: 

1. I do not want to go where there 
are no white people. I do not be- 
lieve in the control of negroes. I 
have seen too much of them. They 
will never do for me. 

2. I do not want to go there to die. 
Every body dies there. It is too 
sickly for me. If I do not die natu- 
rally, the wild beasts will eat me up. 
1 cannot live among snakes and alli- 
gators. 

3. I have heard that the colonists 
are engaged in the slave trade, and I 
never could stand that. 

4. They have to eat roots there. 
They cannot get any bacon and cab- 
bage there, nor any thing like what 
we live on here. 

5. If I go there and do not like it, 
they will not let me come away again. 

6. I have no money to begin with, 
if 1 go therei and I know I could not 
get along that way. 

I have seen some persons who are 
sincerely desirous to go to Liberia, 
and are anxious for infornaation on 
the following points, viz: 

1. At what season of the year is 
it best to start, or to arrive there ? 

2. How long is the voyage, and is 
there much danger that we shall be 
lost on the way ? 

3. What ought we to take with us, 
both for use on the voyage and after 
we get there ? 

4. How much land is given to each 
emigrant? 

5. Can I educate my children there, 
and what will it cost ? 

6. Will the Colonization Society 
pay my expennes in getting there ? 

In answer to these inquiries, I have 
given such facts as I had at commazuL 
But I have thought that it would be 
well for you to give a short answer to 
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them, and publish it in the Reposito- 
ry. Many of them read it regularly, 
and though you may have said all 
that could be said, in one form or 
another, yet they need ^' line upon line, 
and precept upon precept." 
Yours, 

Very respectfully, 

U— L .• 



EDITORIAL REPLY TO THE INQUIRIES 
IN THE ABOVE. 

It will not be a difficult matter to 
furnish an answer to any inquiry 
and objection stated in the pre- 
ceding communication, perfectly sat- 
isfactory to ourselves. But they 
may be far otherwise to many of 
the colored people. We fully ap- 
preciate the difficulty of making 
them rightly understand all the 
bearings and blessings of coloniza- 
tion, and of convincing them that it 
presents to 4hem the very highest 
good that they will ever enjoy in this 
world. In our mind there is not a 
doubt of this. We are as fully per- 
suaded that colonization opens to 
the colored people of this country the 
only bright prospect that lies before 
them in all the broad future, as we 
are of our own existence. But our 
conviction of the fact, and the ability 
to convince them, are two vastly dif- 
ferent things. Could they be brought 
to look at the whole subject as we do, 
they would, without doubt, think as 
we do. 

If we can contribute any thing to- 
wards this desirable work, it will not 
be labor lost. Gladly shall our best 
services be rendered in this way. In 
conversing with colored people we 
have often encountered the objections. 



They are to be met in every town and 
village, and wherever the subject is 
agitated. 

In reply to the first set of *' cavil- 
ings,'' the following statement C(f 
facts may be relied upon: 

I. It is not true that the friends of 
colonization are actuated by no high- 
er motive than " to get clear of the 
colored people." They do not pro- 
pose to send them to Liberia con- 
trary to their own wishes. Their will 
is always consulted in the matter. 
We have no power to send them. 
They can stay here as long as they 
wish. * But our opinion is that their 
stay in tliis country will ever be at- 
tended with such depressing influen- 
ces as to render it any thing but de- 
sirable. While, on the contrary, their 
departure to Liberia will bring them 
into an entirely new set of circum- 
stances, where a vast field of advance-^ 
ment will be opened to them, and the 
most powerful motives b'e brought to 
bear upon them to lift them up in the 
scale of being. In this country, we 
see no prospect of their ever rising 
above their present level. There no 
power can prevent them from rising. 

Another consideration on this point* 
If we wish to get clear of them, and 
this only, we certainly are laboring 
with but very litde prospect of ob- 
taining our wish. The number trans- 
ported to Liberia bears so little com- 
parison to their natural increase, tha^ 
to continue the progress with no other 
motive than merely to get clear of 
them, would be the blankest business 
in the wide world. This, therefore, 
cannot be the reason why we givft 
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and labor to support colonization, 
and urge its claims and benefits upon 
them, from time to time, with all the 
ardor of our minds. 

2. Will they please to designate what 
particular place in the United States 
they would like to have assigned 
to them ? Where is there a spot not 
wanted by the white man ? How 
rapidly is our population spreading 
over the whole country ? What has 
been the fate of the poor Indian ? 
where is his resting place ? Where 
his home, not ever to be disturbed by 
the march of civilization ? Could 
the colored people hope for a better 
destiny than has been his ? 

Will they go west of the Rocky 
Mountains ? Ask them. And if they 
were there and comfortably fixed, 
what assurance have they, that their 
descendants will be allowed quietly 
to remain there ? 

Why do they not go to Canada 9 
Many of their brethren have gone 
there. Great sympathy has been 
expressed for them by the present in- 
habitants of Canada, and the people 
of England. Why do they not avail 
themselves of this sympathy and go 
there in large masses ? They know 
the reason. We need not imagine it. 

Will they go to a/rce State ? Some 
of them have tried this, and have rued 
the day they ever set foot on free soil. 
The reception the "Randolph ne- 
groes" (as they are now called in 
Ohio) met with, is warning to them 
on this subject. 

No! There is no place for them 
in this country. It is not their land, 
and they never can be made at home I 



here. There are difficulties in the 
way which no power of man can 
remove. 

They feel this and sometimes ac- 
knowledge it, when they would not. 
Some time last year a convention 
was held by them in the northern 
part of Ohio, at which it was pro- 
posed to adopt a plan of colonization 
to some distant part of this country, 
but it met with more bitter opposi- 
tion and fierce denunciation, than 
did ever the hated scheme of African 
colonization, and the majority carried 
the day, and resolved that they would 
contend to the death for their rights on 
the soil where they were born ! 

3. Why do not the citizens of Li- 
beria come back and tell their own, 
story? Who would believe them, 
if they were to? Many of them 
have come — have gone to their friends 
and their kindred, and have, in the 
simplicity of their hearts, told how 
they lived and what their prospects 
were ; and then have been told that 
they were paid by the Colonization 
Society to tell this stdry^ and their 
own kindred refused to believe them ! 
And when they have gone among 
strangers and presented a true pic- 
ture of Liberia, they have been 
charged with trying to persuade men 
to go there, simply because it would 
benefit those already there 1 In this 
kind of treatment, but little encour- 
agement is found for them to repeat 
their visit to this country. Beside 
this, it costs both time and money 
to come to this country and go every- 
where to tell of the condition of Li- 
beria. Who among the colored peo- 
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pie here would be willing to make 
such a sacrifice for their race ? 

If they want to understand the 
true condition and prospects of Li- 
beria, why do they not send out an 
agent to see for them, and return and 
report the facts? This would cer- 
tainly be a most feasible plan for ar- 
riving at some correct understanding 
of the case. 

4. There does not seem to us any 
danger of the citizens of Liberia ever 
being subjected to the disastrous end 
alluded to in the fourth cavil. Li- 
beria, though very young yet, is fast 
rising into the dignity and grandeur 
of full grown manhood. Its growth 
and government has excited some 
feeling in some parts of the world. 
But there is nothing of danger to be 
apprehended. And as to the slave 
trade ever getting its victims from 
among the citizens of Liberia, it can- 
not be thought of for a moment. 

We consider the government of Li- 
beria firmly established. It possesses 
sufficient stability and intelligence to 
warrant it permanent future existence. 

The safeguard against any disas- 
trous result is to be found in the 
virtue and education of those who 
support it. It will be just what they 
choose to make it. If, therefore, any 
of the colored people in this country 
are solicitous on this point, they 
ought, without delay, to cast in their 
mite to strengthen the hands of their 
fellow men, and thus do all in their 
power for the salvation of their race. 

In reply to the six objections made 
to going to Liberia, we state briefly : 

1. This objection argues a very 



bad state of mind in him who makes 
it. It shows that he has not a de- 
cent self-respect, or that he has very 
inadequate ideas of the capabilities 
of his race. If his ideas of negro 
government have been formed from 
the conduct of some colored over- 
seer on a plantation, then he ought 
to know- that a government of law 
and order, regularly established and 
administered bv colored men, for 
their own mutual benefit, is another 
and a very different thing. And if 
he has the principles and character 
of a man, he may stand a fair chance 
of rising to the head of the govern- 
ment, and then surely he need not 
complain of undue rigor. 

2. For acclimated emigrants, Li- 
beria is as healthy as any other 
country. Their bills of mortality 
show this. The census published 
and circulated so widely in all parts 
of this country prove it. 

And farther than this, there is 
very little danger of dying in the 
process of acclimation, if the patient 
takes proper care of himself. Of tlie 
emigrants sent out during the last five 
years, not one in twenty has died from 
the eflects of the acclimating fever. 

We have never heard of a single 
colonist having been eaten up by the 
wild beasts, and think^ therefore, that 
there must be some mistake as to the 
danger from that source. 

3. We can hardly speak gravely 
in answer to this objection. We 
lately heard of a gentleman of some 
distinction, who had been on board 
of one of our men-of-war on the Af- 
rican coast, and therefore claimed to 
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be well informed as to the actual 
slate of things at Liberia, and who 
said that it was generally believed 
tliat the colonists were engaged in 
the slave trade ; and he mentioned 
the name of one person, of whose 
participation in that horrible traffic 
there was no doubt. But it so hap- 
pened that we knew the said person, 
and that he had not been in Liberia 
for several years, and that he is now 
residing in the city of Philadelphia. 

By the laws of Liberia, it is a 
capital offence to be engaged in the 
slave trade. And not only are the 
colonists entirely free from blame, 
and above suspicion in this matter, 
but they have also exerted a redeem- 
ing influence upon the native tribes 
in their vicinity. One of the first 
articles in all the treaties made with 
the natives, binds them to abandon 
forever all participation in the slave 
trade. It is a fact, which is notorious, 
that the establishment of Liberia has 
driven the slave trade entirely away 
from more than three hundred miles 
along the sea coast, with the excep- 
tion of one single factory. 

It is, therefore, entirely too late in 
the day to charge this crime on the 
colonists. 

4. Is there anything in the climate 
or soil of Liberia that should make 
roots more unwholesome or unpala- 
table as an article of food there than 
they are in this country ? It is a fact 
that they eat roo/« there, and so they 
do here, and in the form of sweet po- 
tatoes, Irish potatoes, turnips, &;c. 
They are here generally much ad- 
mired, and we see no good reason 



why tlje same thing should not be 
true of them in Liberia. 

There is no danger of starvation 
in Liberia. There is no difficulty ia 
getting plenty to eat, of good whole- 
some food. It is true that some ar- 
ticles of diet eaten here cannot be 
gotten there without much inconve- 
nience. But it is also true that there 
are many vegetables and fruits there, 
which are not found here ; and that 
nature has furnished an abundant 
supply of the kind of food best cal- 
culated to promote the health and 
comfort of people living on that soil, 
and in that climate. 

5. It is not true that the Society 
does not allow any body to return, 
when once they have gone to Libe- 
ria. Every colonist there is as free 
to stay, or leave and go where he 
pleases, as any individual in this, or 
any other country, can possibly be. 
We have no control over them. Thev 
are responsible to themselves. They 
may go away any day they choose. 

6. It is true, that it would be very 
desirable for every colonist to have 
a little money to begin life with in 
that new world. But it is not indis- 
pensable. A majority of the present 
colonists commenced there without 
a cent. Many of them have risen to 
considerable wealth, and all who 
have practiced any industry or econo- 
my, now enjoy an abundance. A 
good character and a willingness (o 
work, are of more value than a for- 
tune without them. There is per- 
haps no place in the world where a 
family can be supported with less 
labor than in Liberia. The earth 
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produces abundantly, and almost per- 
petually, and with very little labor in 
the cultivation. There is, therefore, 
no difficulty in living well, even 
without any money to begin with. 

Information is desired upon six 
points : 

1. The spring or fall is the time 
that our vessels usually leave Nor- 
folk. There is very little, if any, 
choice between these two seasons 
of the year, as a time to leave this 
country for Liberia. It is rather 
more convenient to fit out an expe- 
dition at these periods, than at any 
others, and therefore we have select- 
ed them, as the best time for the sail- 
ing of our vessels. Hereafter it is ex- 
pected that the Liberia Packet will 
make two voyages a year, and if busi- 
ness justifies, she may make three. 

2. The length of the voyage is 
from thirty to fifty days. The ave- 
rage is about forty days. We hope the 
Liberia Packet will make a much less 
average than this. The emigrants 
ought to be at the port of embarka- 
tion two days before the vessel sails. 

3. Every emigrant ought to be 
well supplied with clothing, both for 
summer and winter, similar to what 
he wears in this country. There is 
no winter in Liberia, but during the 
rainy season, health is greatly pro- 
moted by wearing flannel, or warm 
clothing. He ought also to have a 
good mattrass and bed clothes. If he 
is a mechanic, he ought to have the 
tools of his trade. If he is a farmer, 
he ought to be well supplied with 
axes, hoes, spades, saws, augers, &c. 
And as every family is expected to 



keep house and live for themselveSy 
they ought to have a good supply of 
table furniture and cooking utensils. 
It is not convenient for them to take 
chairs, tables and other large articles 
of furniture wjth them, as they occu- 
py too much room in the ship. But 
whatever is convenient and necessary 
in housekeeping and of small com- 
pass, they ought to take. A keg of 
nails, a bale or two of domestics, and 
some leaf tobacco, would be of use 
to them, in erecting their houses and 
paying for any labor they might 
need, during the first few months of 
their residence in Liberia. 

4. By the laws of Liberia, each 
emigrant on his arrival receives a 
town lot, or Jive acres of land. If he 
is the head of a family, the quantity 
of land is increased according to the 
number of his family. This allowance 
may seem small, but it is abundantly 
sufficient for all his necessities until 
he is able to buy more for himself. 

5. By a law of the commonwealth, 
all parents are required to send their 
children to school. In some of the 
settlements the schools are very good. 
In others, they are more indifferent. 
But a parent who wants to educate 
his children can do it better in Libe- 
ria than in any other place. 

6. The Colonization Society will 
give a free passage to all who are un- 
able to pay for themselves, and will 
aid them in supporting themselves 
during the first six months after they 
arrive, by furnishing them with pro- 
visions, and medicines and medical 
attendance when they are sick, and 
providing them a house to live ia« 
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During these six months they can he- 
come acclimated, raise a crop for 
themselves, huild them a house on 
their own land, open and plant a piece 
of land, and have everv thing: in 
readiness to live comfortahly there- 
after. 

We have thus gone through all 
the matters suggested by our corres- 
pondent. It will be well for our 
friends to preserve this number, as 
they may often have occasion to re- 



fer to it. Almost everv week we re- 
ceive letters asking for the very in- 
formation contained in the preceding 
items. We are always happy to 
give it. But it 'Would frequently be 
more convenient for them and us just 
to refer to this printed page. 

We shall, however, at all times, be 
happy to hear from them, in regard 
to any persons who contemplate go- 
ing to Liberia, and to furnish any ad- 
ditional information in our power. 
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Within is a sketch of the hull of 
this vessel and her proposed spars 
and rigging, also a view of a section 
through the centre line, and a plan of 
the deck viewed from above, all en- 
graved on wood by Mr. Manning of 
this city. 

The sketch represents the vessel 
as having just rounded to, and let go 
her atickor off the coast — say at Mes- 
surado or Cape Palmas. This mere 
profile or side view, on so small a 
scale, although actually drawn from 
life^csn give but a very imperfect idea 
of the beautiful model of the vessel ; 
yet 'tis enough to demonstrate to the 
practised eye that she is no lugger. 
The first object in her construction, 
was the comfort of the emigrants, the 
next, speed — and there can be but 
little doubt of her perfection in both 
respects. The length of her keel is 
112 feet; breadth of beam 25 feet; 
draught of water when loaded, 13 
feet ; dead rise, 18 inches ; rake of 
masts. If inches to the foot ; she is 
well but not heavily sparred. She 
has a poop deck rising from the main 
deck 2 J feet, extending 66 feet, form- 
ing the emigrants' cabin ; the floor of 
which is sunk 85 feet below the main 
deck, leaving 6 feet in the clear. This 
cabin is well lighted and ventilated, 
having windows looking forward in 



the break of the deck, (well secured 
in rough weather by dead lights,) 
also stern windows, such as are usu- 
ally placed in vessels of her class. 
The companion-way varies from the 
one represented in the section of the 
vessel ; it is made like the entrance 
to the main cabin of steamboats, open 
on both sides descending to a broad 
stair, the front part being left open for 
the free admission of air. The booby 
hatch, K, is surrounded by glass 
windows and iron gratings that admit 
of light and air freely. Bull's eyes 
or sky lights will be placed in the deck 
between this and the stern, on each 
side of the deck cabin. Two patent 
water closets are also placed in this 
cabin. There are 1 1 lengths of berths, 
4 feet wide each, three tiers on each 
side, with the exception of the stern- 
most. A tank holding over 2,000 
gallons extends through this cabin 
from the keelson to the upper deck. 
A scuttle communicates with the 
lower hold, under which the emi- 
grants' provisions and water is placed. 
The lockers, N. N., under the fore 
windows contain their small stores. 

From this brief sketch it must be 
apparent to any one at all acquainted 
with nautical matters, that the accom- 
modations afforded by this vessel to 
the emigrants to Liberia, are all that 
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can be desired for their health or com- 
fort^ and second only to those of the 
first class passenger ships. 

The upper cabin for those paying 
their own passage, is placed on the 
poop deck, made and finished in the 
ordinary manner for vessels of her 
class. It is divided into three parts, 
viz: the ladies' cabin aft, with 2 
state rooms, containing 4 berths ; the 
gentlemen's cabin, with 8 open berths, 
and two state rooms forward for offi- 
cers and steward. 

This packet is owned by a joint 
stock company, formed under a char- 
ter obtained from the legislature of 
the State of Maryland, under the title 
of " The Chesapeake and Liberia 
Trading Company." It is most libe- 
ral in all its provisions, allowing the 
Company to extend its capital, if de- 
sirable, to $100,000. 

This charter was obtained in the 
hope and belief, that an amount of 
stock sufficient to put one vessel in 
operation, would be subscribed for by 
colored people of the United States 
and Liberia; as such a measure 
would* tend much to disabuse the 
minds of the colored people of this 
country of the false impressions which 
they have heretofore entertained with 
regard to Liberia, and bring them and 
their transatlantic brethren nearer 
together. — ^This hope, however, has 
not been fully realized. Many 
among the colored people who were 
most anxious to have the thing es« 
tablished, have declined making good 
their subscriptions, and the result has 
been a subscription for a majority of 
the stock necessary for building the 
Packet by several white gentlemen 
favorable to the scheme. All such 
subscriptions, however, are made on 
the condition of a transfer of the same 
at its fair market value when it shall 
be desired by any colored person 
either in the United States or Liberia. 
The whole amount of funds, original- 
ly obtained on subscription to the 
•• Cape Palmas Packet," has been in- 



vested in the stock of this Company, 
in the name of the Maryland State 
Colonization Society, as it was be- 
lieved the present plan would prove 
equally advantageous to the Society 
in its general results, and more eco- 
nomical. A very liberal subscription 
has been made in advance by several 
prominent citizens of Liberia, which 
we doubt not will be increased on the 
first voyage of the Packet to the 
amount desired, viz : one-half of her 
value. It is intended to keep the 
vessel running regularly between the 
ports of Baltimore and Norfolk, and 
the several Liberia colonies, making 
two, three, or even four voyages a 
year, depending in a great measure 
upon the amount of freight or emi- 
grants ofiered by the Colonization 
Societies. 

It is not intended to take freight 
for other parties, unless the Mission- 
ary Societies having stations in the 
colonies, should see fit to guarantee 
a certain amount of freight annually, 
as the Colonization Societies have 
done, in which case, the same facili- 
ties for regular shipments would be 
granted th^. Cabin passengers, lo 
the extent of the accommodations, 
will be taken at the usual rates, and 
every attention paid to their conV^ 
nience and comfort. The under offi- 
cers and crew of the vessel will be 
colored men, and it is intended to 
put her in charge of a colored man as 
master, as soon as one competent can 
be found. Letters and packages will 
always receive attention, and be de- 
livered as directed, if practicable. 

The vessel is under contract to be 
launched by the first of November, 
and there is no doubt of her being 
ready for sea by the 15th. 

All communications relative to the 
Packet or the Company may be ad- 
dressed to 

JAMES HALL, 
Managing Agent, 
Baltimore, 

October 20, 1846. 
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Letter from John N. TVaddel. 



[November, 



[From the Lilicria Advoc&te.] 

itXXtt fram J0M 1(1. Wat'^ti, 



Paulding, Miss., Sept.^ 1846. 

Brother Finley: — It is known 
to you that several years since, the 
Synods of Alabama and Mississippi 
resolved to unite in the noble Chris- 
tian enterprise of purchasing the 
slave Ellis and his family, to be sent 
to Africa as a missionary family. 
The two synods have, as you have 
heard, at last, after long delay, suc- 
ceeded in raising the required 
amount, ($2,500) and Ellis has now 
been purchased and is in the hands 
of the committee of the synods, and 
will sail in December. This 1 look 
upon as one of the most noble and 
interesting enterprises which has 
been undertaken by the Southern 
church for a long time. Perhaps 
none of equal interest, considering 
the magnitude of its prospective re- 
sults, has ever been undertaken. To 
one who is familiar with the details 
of the history of this man Ellis, the 
subject is full of interest. 

He is a remarkable man. For 
years past he has labored to acquire 
an education, under circumstances of 
difficulty and discouragement rarely 
if ever surrounding any man. He is 
a most excellent blacksmith, and his 
shop has in consequence been always 
crowded with work, and of course at 
night it would be natural to expect 
that he would be fatigued, and will- 
ing to rest. But this his leisure time, 
and every other spare moment, has 
been assiduously devoted to study. 
And thus he has studied the Greek 
and Latin languages pretty thorough- 
ly, and has made some proficiency 
in Hebrew. In addition to this, he 
has paid considerable attention to the 
sciences, and is now a far better 
scholar than many who have had 
every advantage. He is to be examin- 
ed with a view to licensure at the meet- 
ing of the Tuscaloosa Presbytery on 
the 4th Thursday of the present 
month. He has a Latin Exegesis, a 
critical exercise, and a popular ser- 



mon, to exhibit as parts of trial. It will 
no doubt be an interesting occasion. 

Bro. McNair, who was appointed 
the Agent of the Synod of Mississippi 
in this case, related to me the circum- 
stances of an interview which he and 
Bro. Stillman, of Eutaw, held with 
Ellis, and they were truly thrilling. 
It took place on the morning after the 
purchase had been completed. To use 
Bro. McNair's language, " he had of- 
ten heard of expressions of gratitude, 
but never had he seen the visible man- 
ifestation of it to such a degree before." 

Ellis takes the name of " Harrison 
Ellis,'' by which to be hereafter 
known: the name of Harrison he 
chooses in consequence of his attach- 
ment to his first master, a Virginia 
gentleman who raised him. 

I imagine that the statement of 
these facts will be interesting to some 
of your readers who are not familiar 
with them, and to others who, per- 
haps, have never heard of the case. 
And it may encourage us to be more 
faithful as masters, and especially as 
ministers of the Gospel, in discharg- 
ing our duty to servants. How can 
we tell but that in the humble and 
neglected class of blacks who are 
around us, there maybe many an one 
who, by the blessing of God on the 
teachings of His word, might become 
converted, and then prepared for the 
great missionary work to Africa ? — 
And when we are sure that every 
thing human is in favor of the color- 
ed missionary's success there, and 
against the white man, it is surely 
worthy of our deliberations, our ef- 
forts, and prayers as Christians desir- 
ous of the success of this great work, 
that we anxiously consider this matter. 

May the Lord of Heaven smile 
upon the cause of African Coloniza- 
tion, and as one means of advancing 
this cause, may He abundantly pros- 
per your valuable paper ! 

I am, dear Brother, yours in Chris- 
tian affection, JNO. N. WADDEL. 
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VitctiptTf of tde iVntirrtcan C0Unt3atton ^ocitti^f 
From the 20th September, to the 20th October, 1846. 



MAINE. 

South Berwick — By Rev. Henry- 
Wilbur: — From members of the 
Rev. Benj. R. Allen's church 
and society, to constitute him a 

life member of the A. C. S 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Portsmouth-^'Dx. Rufus Kittredge, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Springfield — By Rev. J. B. Pin- 
ney : — From Rev. Mr. Peabody, 
^6, Mr. Russell, $1, Collection 
in Hampden Hall, $26 67, Col- 
lection in Town Hall, $3 40, 
Josiah Hooker, Esq., $1 

Carlisle — By Rev. Joseph Tracy : 
— From Rev. Preserved Smith, 
to constitute his vvife a life 
member of the Am. Col. Soc. 



RHODE ISLAND. 

Newport — By Rev. J. B. Pinney : 
— Collection in Baptist church, 
CONNECTICUT. 

By Rev. J. B. Pinney : 

Madison — From Erastus C. Scran- 
ton, $25, J. H. Scranton, $25, 
S. H. Scranton, $10, Jonathan 
Scranton, $5 

CruUford — Collection in the Conpj. 
church. Rev. Mr. Hall, pastor, 

Tariffville — Collection in Presby. 
church. Rev. Mr. Thompson, 
pastor 

Simsbury — Collection in Cong, 
church, Rev.Mr.M'Lain, pastor, 

Windsor — Collection in Cong, 
church, $10 31, From Mrs. 
Pierson, $3 

New Haven — Collection in St. 
John's M. E. church. Rev. Mr. 
Bangs, pastor, .$5, various per- 
sons, $10 38, collection in M. 
£. church, $6 42, collection in 
North Cong, church, $11 50, 
collection in Chappel church, 
Rev. Mr. Griggs, pastor, $20 63, 
collec. in M. E. church, $10 47. 

Berlin — Collection in , 

$2 25, from Norman Porter, 
Esq., (of which, for " Liberia 
Herald," $2,) $10 



30 00 
10 00 



37 07 

30 00 
67 07 

1 50 



65 00 
25 00 

7 15 

12 00 

13 31 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

By Rev. J. B. Pinney : 

Pittsburg — Charles Brewer, Esq., 
for land fund, $1,000, George 
Hogg, Esq., $100, Mrs. Hogg, 
donation, $20, Pollard McCor- 
]nick, ^0, Thomas Hannah, 
to constitute Mrs. Hannah 



64 40 



12 25 
199 11 



a life member of A. C, Society, 
$30, Mrs. McKnight, $10, 
Francis Bailey, Esq., ^10, Thos. 
Howe, pO, James Bedding, ^, 
Michael Allen, $5 1,210 OO 

Uniontotim — Judge Ewing, $5, 
James Veich, Esq., $5, Dr. R. 
Campbell, 50 cts., Dr. Camp- 
bell, $1, Isaac Reason, $5, Jas. 
Gibson, $1 17 50 

West Mexandria^'Thos . Yates, jr. , 
$5, Mrs. M. Yates, $1, Andrew 
Yates,$5 11 00 

Cross Creek — Collection in Pres. 
church, $18 25, Wm. Patterson, 
$5, Sam. Patterson, $5, Jas. Pat- 
terson, $5 75, Wm.Vance,Esq., 
$5, Lysander Patterson, $!.«... 40 00 

Cannonsburg-'Dr. YoweW, $l,Rev. 
Dr. Brown, $5, Robert Richey, 
Esq., $5, Rev. Dr. Ramsey, $5, 
Daniel Houston, Esq., $20 .... 36 00 

Washington — Hon. Thos, M. T. 
McKennen, $5, Rev. Dr. Mc- 
Conoughey, j^5, Daniel Brown, 
Esq., $5, Colin Reed, Esq., $5, 
James Brice, $5, Jesse Kenwor- 
thy, $50, R. Officer, $5, cash, 
$6, S. Cunningham, John L. 
Gow, Esq., and Dr. Jno. Wish- 
art, each $2, Prof. R. H. Lee, 
Miss Flora Lee, Jn. Grayson, jr., 
H. Langley, T. J. Hunter, 
A. Barr, Jno. J. Clark, Robert 
Milligan, Jno. Grayson, Jacob 
Slagle, and W. Smith, each $1, 
Mrs. Henderson, 50 cts 103 50 

Pittsburgh — Charles Brewer, $26, 
Frederick Lorenz, $10, Moses 
Atwood,$5, by Geo.Breed, Esq. 40 00 



NEW JERSEY. 
By Rev. Samuel Cornelius : 
HighVs Tovm — Collec'n in Baptist 
church. Rev. C. Mulford, pastor, 
Newark — W.Rankin, $100, collec- 
tion in 1st Pres. church, $44 20, 
D. Colton, jr., H. E. Baldwin, 
Isaac Baldwin, J. C. Garthwaite, 
Joseph N. Tuttle, M. W. Day, 
D. A. Hayes, Mrs. Hanford 
Smith, Edwin Van Antwerp, 
John Condit, each $10, John 
Chetwood, $20, W.E. Baldwin, 
F. T. Frelinghuysen, Samuel 
Meeker, John Taylor, J. R. 
Davison, each $5, H. McDou- 
gall, Courtland Parker, each 
$3, J. D. Vermilye, W. A. 
Myers, each $2, R. Y. Miller, 
Dr. Mercer, P. R. Campfield, 
Jacob Starkey , S. £aldwixi« Jno. 



1,458 00 



6 68 
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P. Jackson^ Mr. Cook, Mr. 
Miller, A. O. Boylan, Joha 
Rhoda, J. N. Jorolomon, T. A. 
Waldron, E. T. Hillyer, each 
$1, Collection in Second Pres- 
byterian church, Rev. J. B. 
Condit, pastor, $18 91 330 51 

J3e2tru^re— Jno.M.Sherrerd,£sq., 20 00 

Piicataway — Collection in Baptist 
church. Rev. Mr. Lewis, pastor, 5 82 

Belleville — William Stevens, John 
Cunningham, John Duncan, 
Win. Duncan, Robert Duncan, 
Joseph Kingsland, each $10, 
George Bird, two cases printed 
calicoes, $i208 64 268 64 

Bloomfield — Israel Crane, $20, 

Collection in Pres. church, $19. 89 00 

SomervUle — Collection in Second 
Dutch Reformed church 11 00 

Samp Toyjn — Collection in Baptist 
church. Rev. K. M. Barker, 
pastor 4 50 

Pattersofi^Mrs. Daniel HoUsman, 
S20, John Colt, Rodgers, Ket- 
chum k, Co., each $10, Daniel 
Ridgway, Plummer & Prince, 
each $5, Samuel Smith, $1. 51 00 

Jersqf City — D. S. Gregory, Esq., 
$50, P. M. McManin, T. B. 
Gautier, M. D., each $10, Mrs. 
Gautier, $5 75 00 

Plainfield—J. C. Ay res, $1, Mr. 

Skellorn, 50 cents, cash, 25 cts. 1 75 

New Brunsxjtndc — J. J, Janeway, 
D. D., $50, J. Proudfit, $10, 
S. A. Van Vranken, J. Nielson, 
each $5, Rev. Dr. Davidson, 
N. S. Nielson, James J. Cjan- 
non, each $3, J. Terhune, 
Howard Bishop, cash, P. C. 
Onderdonk, P. V. Miller, each 
$2, Collection in First Dutch 
Reformed chuich. Rev. S.Howe, 
D. D., pastor, $7 42, David 
Bishop, Jas. Bishop, each $2 50, 
J. B. HUl, Rev. G. R Bliss, Am- 
brose F. Randolph, J. B. Inslee, 
D. Clark, John Letson, J. S. 
Hardenburgh, A. L. Newell, 
W. H. Leupp, H. O. Speer, 
Geo. H. Stout, Robert Lyell, 
D. F. Randolph, W. McDonald, 
P. Conover, A. C. Stryker, 
each $1, Mr. Crawford, 41 cts., 
Mary Freeman, 26 cts., cash 
from several individuals, $8... 126 08 

BurlingUm — C. Van Renselaer. . . 25 00 

Bridgeton — Wm. Elmer, M. D., 
$10, Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer, $10, 
R. C. Nichols and C. E. Elmer, 
each $5, Rev. S. B. Jones, 
cash, each $3, cash, cash, Ja- 
cob Harris, each $2, cash, cash, 
cash, James Dairy mple, Phebe 
Muliord, each $1 47 00 



Trenlon — ^J. W. Lanning:, P. D. 
Vroom, each $5. T. Sherman, 
$3, J. Wilson, B. Fish, Joseph 
Brearley, each $2, cash from 
several persons, $14 33^ 00 

Princeton — Collection in First 
Presbyterian church, $15 20, 
A. Alexander, D. D., $100, 
Charles Hodge, John Maclean, 
SaniM Miller, James Carnahan, 
James Green, J. A. Alexander, 
S. Alexander, each $5, L. P. 
Smith, E. M. Topping, each 
$2, J. L. Dufiield.G.M. Giger, 
N. M. Owen, T. W. Cattell, 
each $1, cash, 60 cents 158 70 

Elizabeihtown-^CoWtcXioxi in First 
Presbyterian church 20 00 

Gloucester Co. — Joseph Porter. . . 10 00 

Jersey City — From Wm. Savery, 
for subscription to July, 1846, 
in hollow ware BO OO 

Newark — From Peter S. Duryea, 
for subscription to July, lS-16, 
in hats, $50, John Chadwick, 
for subscription to July, 1846, 
in silk for caps, $21 60 71 60 

VIR^JNIA. 1,335 28 

Frederickstmrg — From R. C. L. 
Moncure, Esq 5 00 

Stafftrrd C. jff.— From John M. 
Conway, Esq.- 2 00 

Wheeling — Contribution by the 
congregation of the Forks of 
Wheeling, by the Rev. James 
Hervey 20 00 

By Rev. C. A. Davis : 

Jtlexandria-HoheTi Jamieson, Esq. 
$5, J. Wittcers, $5, Lambert 
& McKenzie, $5, B. Wheat, 
$2, B. Waters, $2, J. L. Pas- 
coe, $2, Mrs. McVeigh, $2, 
cash, $2, cash, $2, R. Zim- 
merman, $1, Mr. Wheat, $1, 
Jas. P. Middleton, $1, Thomas 
Sandford,$l, cash, $l,Wm. N. 
Brown, $1, A. D. Harmon, $1, 
Miss Winter, $1, A. Lockwood, 
$1, Chas. C. Smoot, $1, R. Y. 
Cross, $1, C. P. Shaw, $1, J. 
McCormick, $1, H. Bradley, 
$1, J. D. Harrison, ^l, Wm. 
Veitch, $1, J. W. Wood, 60 cts., 
cash, 60 cts., E. C. Fletcher, 
60 cts., R. Cross, 50 cts., Mrs. 
Morgan, 50 c, cash, 50 c, cash, 
25 cts., A colored man, 25 cts. 46 60 

Cool Spring — Lewis Marshall, $5, 
J. Holland, $5, J. T. Smith, $3, 
Mrs. John Marshall, $2, Mrs. 
Archer, j^, Mrs. Mary W. Car- 
ter, $1, cash, $1, cash, $1, Mr, 
Barstable, $1, Mrs. Barstable, 
$1, A. Chunn, $1, Mrs. Rebec- 
ca Caiter, $1, H. Shacklett, $1, 
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Miss C. Shacklett, $1, J. D. 
Hall, $1, Miss E. Wright, $1, 
cash, $75 cts., Daniel G. Bal- 
tbrope, 50 cts., cash, 60 cts., 

cash, $'2 46 32 21 

LeetVs Manor — Jas. K. Marshall... 6 00 
Farrowsville — ^Thos. M. Ambler.. 5 00 

JVewtovm — Collection, 1 26 

Winchester — Miss S. Burwell, $5, 
Collection in Lutheran Church, 
(Rev. Mr. Smith's,) $7 20, 
Rob't Y. Conrad, $5, T. A. 
Tidball, $5, J N. Bell, $2 50, 
Lloyd Logan, $^2 60, Abraham 
JVultottj ^2, Daniel Gold, SI. 
Mrs. Lindsay, |^1, D. Hollin^s- 
worth, $1, Jos. S. Carson, §1, 
P. Shearer, ^1, H. M. Brent, 
$h J. B. Taylor, $1, G. J. Wil- 
son, ^1, Wm. N. Dooley, $\, 
. Sam'l R. Atwell, $h N. Shea- 
rer, Sl» Rev. G. M. Frye, $\, 
Mr. Latham, 50 cts., G. Ander- 
son, 50 els., cash, 50 cts. J. 
Smith, 50 cts., J. Ransdale, 50 
cts.. Miss Anderson, 60 cts., 
Jas. Hoey, 50 cts., cash, 25 cts. 44 95 
Martinsburg^Wm. H. Mathews, 
1^1, H. Bowen,$l, Jas. E.Stew- 
art, $1, J. 0. Snyder, $2, D. Mar- 
ker, $1, J. H. Likens, ^1, Con- 
rad Roush, $5, C. M.Shaffer, $1, 
Mrs. Cooper, $1, Mr. McClure, 
50 c., Mr. Merchant, 25c., cash, 
$2 97, J. Piper (cord,)50 c.,E. 
Washington (coPd,) 12) cts.. . . 18 34 
Harper*8 Ferry — Collect, in Meth. 
E. church, (Rev. Mr. Head's,) 17 18 

GEORGIA. 197 43 

AOiens-^By Rev. T. C. Banning : 
— From T. Bishop, $5, Albon 

Chase, $5 10 00 

OHIO. 
Walnut Hills — S.D.Keraper, Esq., 60 

Dayton — By Rev. A.M. Cowan : 
—Balance of a subscription to 
send Ware and wife to Liberia, 3 00 



KENTUCKY. • 

By Rev. Alex, M. Cowan : 

Fayette Cb.— Col. William Rodes, 
Kev. Dr. R. T. Dillard, each 
^20, Solomon Yanmeter, $5... 

Jesuimine Co. — Thomas E. West, 
D. B. Price, each $5, J. E. 
Spilman, $3, Otho Robards, 
^2, Mrs. C. Price, $2 50, H. 
Eitchie, J. McKee, H. Scott, 
JMrs. S. Scott, Mrs. Ritchie, 
Mrs. B. McDowell, each $1... 

Mercer Co. — Dr. J. Sweney 

Boyle Cb.— Dr. J. Todd, M. G. 
Touce, J. A. Jacobs, each ^10, 
A. E. Caldwell, C. Henderson, 
J..L. Crawford, each $5 



3 60 



45 Q% 



23 60 
2 00 



45 00 



I Barren Co.— W. B. Kilgore 1 00 

Warren Co. — Thomas Quigly, 
$110, J. Vanmeter, J. Ford, 
Rev. J. F. Ford, G. W. Simons, 
Jonathan Hobson, E. W. Ho- 
warth, each $5, H. J. Jackson, 
S2, Rev. Mrs. Rice, #1, A. A. 
Herdman, V. C. Durham, each 
50 cents 44 00 

Logan Cb.— -G. W. Morton, ^3, 
H. Barcley, G. W. Gray, S. W. 
Atkinson, each |^2, W. Ryne, 
J. B. Temple, N. Long, M. B. 
Morton, "W. M. F. (Caldwell, 
F. Grubbs, S. S. Vicke, T. 
Buckper, jr., J. W. Beale, each 
$11, cash, 25 cents 18 25 

Todd Cb.— Rev. F. Bottomly, D. 
H. B. Grooms, W. Dickey, 
each^l 3 00 

Christian Co. — G. Meriwether, 
$10, D. F. G. Montgomery, D. 
R. H. Kelly, B. S. Campbell, 
Jas. Moore, R. Rowland, Rev. 
W. D. Jones, each $»5, Ira L. 
Ellis, R. R. Lansdon, each $2, 
B. Smith, J. M. Cheany, W. 
H. Moore, G. C. Bronoughj 
Rev. A. Lons:, Rev. G. W. 
Quait, each $1, W. V. Bernard, 
60 cts., Collection, $4 64 65 14 

Henderson County — Peter Smith 
HoUoway, by his father, J. Hol- 
loway, Esq., to constitute him 
a life member of the American 
Colonization Society, ^30; Sam. 
Stiles, Fayette Posey, each $10, 
Judge T. Towles, Robert Clark, 
Rev. Joel Lambert, each ^5, T. 
D. Jones, $3, Z. Easton, J. A. 
Rosseau, J. McCullough, J. B, 
Hart, W. W. Herndon, A. L. 
Jones, C. T. Sanderfur, W. 
Preston Smith, D. W. S, Reed, 
each #1, W. Sanderfur, 60 cts.. 77 60 

Shelbyvtlle — From Col. James D. 
Allen, Ex'r of Rev. A. A. Shan- 
non, on account of a legacy left 
to the American Col. Society. . 200 00 

614 39 

Total Contributions $3,826 28 

FOR REPOSITORY. 

Massachusetts. — By Rev. J. C. 
Tenney, D. D. — Lee — Alexan- 
der Hyde, to 1 March, 1848, $2, 
Leonard Church, to 1 Nov. '47, 
$1 60, Beach & Royce, to 1st 
Mar. 1848, $2, S.Thatcher & In- 
gersoll, to 1 Mar. 1848, $2, Eli 
Bradley, to 1 Nov. 1847, #1 60, 
S. & A. Hurlbut & Co., to 1st 
Nov. 1847, $1 60, Thos. E. M. 
Bradley, to 1 Nov. 1847, $1 60» 
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G. W. Platner. to 1 Mar. 1848, 
$2, Stephen Bradley, to 1 Nov. 
1847, $1 60. Valton— Mrs. L. 
Crane, to 1st Nov. 1847, ^1 50. 
Shelbume Falls — Deacon fienj. 
Maxwell, to 1 Nov. 1847, $1 50, 
J. B. Bardwell,P.M.,to iNov. 
1847, ^1 50, W. T. Clement, to 
1 Nov. 1847, 1^1 50. Greenfield- 
Hon. Dan. Wells, in full to 1847, 
$3. jimhei'st— Alfred Baker, to 
1 Nov. 1847, $1 50. Taumsend 
— Levi Warren, to 1 Jan. 1845, 
$3, Dea. Joel Adams « to 1 Aug. 
1847, $1 50, Sam. Adams, to 1st 
Oct. 1847, $5. Brookline — Dea. 
Thomas Griggs, to 1 Jan. 1847, 
^1 50. Granby — From Reuben 
£. Eastman, subscription for 
1846, and '47, $3. Westjield^ 
From £. G.Talmadge, subscrip- 
tion for 1845, and *46, ^3 

Rhode Island. — By Rev. J. B. 
Pinney — Newport — From Thos. 
F, Hazard, Esq., subscription 
for 1846, and 1846 

New York. — By Capt. George 
Barker — New York City — Chas. 
S. Little, to May. '47, ^2, B. F. 
Butler, to Aug. '47, %2, C. S. 
IVoodhull, to July, '47, $2, J. 
W. Dominick, to July, '47, $2, 
R. H. McCurdy, to April, '47, 
$2, G. Storer, to July, 47, $2, 
Wm. Chauncey,to Jan. '47, ^2, 
N. C. Piatt, to July, '47, $2, D. 
H. Nevins, to July, '47, $'2, A. 
B. Nelson, to July, '47, $2, Jos. 
Sampson, to July, '47, $!2, C. R. 
Gelston, to Aug. '47, $2, Mrs. 
L. Rushforth, to July, '47, $2, 
Cornelius Shaddle, to Aug. '47, 
02, Mrs. S. E. Austin, to Aug. 
'47, $2, J. C. Meeker, to Aug, 
'47, Itf2, A. Meffarv^, to Aug. 
*47, $t2, J. A. Robertson, to 
Auff. '47, ^2, Edward Crarey, 
to Sept. '47, $4, Rev. Jno. Mc- 
Cauley, to Au^. '47, $2, Rev. 
Mr. Seelye, Still watei, in full, 
01, Gen. A. Fleming, to Aug. 
'47, $-2, Robert Newell, to July, 
'47, $2, Sundry persons, 038 50. 
Windham Centre — From Rev. 
Ezra S. Cook, subscription to 1 
Jan. 1847, 02 

Pennsylvania. — By Rev. J. B. 
Pinney- Wjs< Mexandriar-Geo, 
R. Wilson, for subscription to 
Jan. 1847 

Virginia. — Jlldie—By Rev. C. 
A. Davis : Mrs. F. J. Berkley, 
in full to 1 Jan. '47, 06. Fred^ 
ericksburg — From R. C. L. 
Moncure, for subscription for 
1846 and 1847, " 



43 00 



3 00 



87 50 



5 00 



9 00 



North Carolina. — Raleigh — 
From John Primrose, Esq., for 
subscription for 1847-'48, 03. 
YanceyvUle — From James Me- 
bane, Esq., for subscription 
from 1 Jan. '43, to 1 Sept. '49, 
010. Newby's Bridge— From 
Nat. Winslow, for subscription 
from Jan. '43, to Jan. '47, 06. . 19 00 

South Carolina. — Charleston — 
From Rev. Sam'l Gilman, sub- 
scription to 1846, 05 50, E. L. 
Kerrison, to 1845, 01 60 7 Oa 

Lo ui s I ANA .— f/arm(m6u7^-From 
Joseph Sargent, Esq., for his 
subscription from Jan. '41, to 
Jan. '47, 09 9 00 

Kentucky.— Bj; Rev. Alex. M. . 
Cowan- CAris/ian County-Ftom 
Garritt Meriwether 5 OO 

Ohio. —Steubenville— By C. W. 
James, Esq. : H. H. Leavitt, to 
Jan., 1846, 01 60, General L. 
Stokely, to July, 1846, 09. 
diicinnati — G.W. Rice, to Sept. 
1845, 04 50, James Foster, to 
Jan., '46, 05 50, N. Wright, to 
Jan., '46, 04, J. W. Shepherd, 
to Jan., *47, 01 50. Columbus 
—J. Ridgway, to Jan., 1847, 
01 50, J. W. Espy, to Jan., '47, 
01 50, R. Neil, to Jan., '47, 02. 
J. Grubb, to Jan., '46, 05 50. 
CZi//o7i— Rev. U. Russell, in 
full, 02, A. Plowman, in full, 
02. ChUlicothe—Hon. William 
Creighton, to Jan. '47, 05 50. 
Tallmadge^Wm, C. Oviatt, to 
Mar. '46, 06 50. A'^enia— Wylie 
Roberts, to 1 May, '45, 02. Ma- 
rion— H. Peters, to Oct. '46, 05. 
Montgomery— A, Burdsall, to 
Jan. '45, 02. Nelson— J, H. 
Stevens, to Jan. '47, 01 50, Da- 
niel Everett, to May, '47, 05. 
Ashtabula — N. Parish, to July, 
'43, 01. Canton— io\iXi Harris, 
to Jan. '46, 05. Walnut HiUs 
— From Sam. D. Kemper, Esq., 
subscription to4July,'47, 01 50. 75 50 

Missouri.— iS^ £outs— By C. W. 
James, Esq.: J. Spaulding, to 
1 Jan. '47, 02, Joseph Powell, 
to 1 July, '46, 01, Dr. F. Knox, 
tol Dec. '46,0160 4 50 

Wisconsin Territory. — Ann 
Arbor— Rev, Mr. TenBrook, 
president Michigan University, 
subscription to Oct. '47, 01 50, 
per Rev, 0. J. Tennis. 1 50 

T 

Total Repository 209 00 

Total Contributions 8,820 28 

Aggregate Amount 04,095 28 



THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY 



AND 



COLONIAL JOURNAL. 



Vol. XXII.] 



WASHINGTON. DECEMBER, 1846. 



[No. 12. 



€||( tlottl) ^ntirrtcan Vievxtw on Colonisation. 

* A.RT1CLS I* 



A History of Colonization on the 
Western Coast of Africa. By 
Archibald Alexander} B. !>., 
Professor in the Theological Sem- 
inary at Princeton, JV. J. Phil- 
adelphia: William S, Martien. 
1846. Svo. pp. 603. 
The enterprise, the history of 
which Dr. Alexander has presented 
so much at large, originated in a de- 
sire to benefit the colored race both 
in this country and in Africa, the 
slave as well as the free. It was 
meant to serve the free, by providing 
a home where they should not be op- 
pressed by those associations of con- 
tempt and injury which hang round 
them here and prevent their rising ; 
and to help the slave, by showing that 
his condition can be improved by 
emancipation, which is now doubted 
by many, and not without some rea- 
son. It was believed that there were 
those who held slaves from a feeling 
of necessity, and because they con- 
sidered themselves responsible for 
their welfare — retaining them in their 
service not from selfish motives, but 
from the sincere impression, that to 
dismiss them, under ordinary circum- 
stances, would do them more harm 
than good. Such persons undonbt- 



edly there are, quite as many a* 
would be found, in the same relation, 
in any other part of the world. Not- 
withstanding all that is said, to the 
disadvantage of our country, of the 
glory which England has gained by 
her West India emancipation, no one 
believes that there would have been 
more freedom at this moment in 
Jamaica than in Louisiana, had it de- 
pended there, as it does here, upon 
the masters. Those persons must 
be largely blessed with faith and 
charity who can look over the social 
condition of the British empire, and 
believe that the English are more 
alert than all the rest of the world in 
surrendering evils and abuses which 
they are interested to maintain. Here 
and elsewhere, there are some who, 
from reasons of humanity, desire to 
escape from the unnatural relation of 
master to slaves ; others who deplore 
its effects on character, both in them- 
selves and their children ; others yet 
who live in dread of the consequen- 
ces and changes which it may possi- 
bly bring. These all, acting from 
various and perhaps blended motives, 
are willing to surrender their charge, 
if they can be sure that they are le- 
moving them from a bad condition to 
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% better. The eoIonizatii>n system 
IS intended to answer this natural 
and reasonable demand. 

But there is an irapression in many | 
minds that the plan originated in sel- 
fishness, and that the whole opera- 
tion of the system is selfish from first 
to last. 'J'he best way to determine 
this point is to consider the charac- 
ter of those with whom it began ; 
unless there is scrniething which 
they could have expected to gain by 
Yt, there can be no ground for the 
enfipicion. The well known divine^ 
Dr. Hopkins, of Newport, first sug- 
gested it. Though, in his day, the 
relation of master and slave was not [ 
questioned as it is now, and ii was 
not so generally admitted that man 
can buy no right to man^ it was evi- 
dent that the bondman was at the 
mercy of his lord, that they who 
have unlimited power will sometimes 
abuse it, and that, even if the slave 
should be humanely treated, it is 
only physical cumfort» which such 
kindness can supply, since, in order 
to reconcile him to his condition, his 
mind must be kept in darkness, thus 
closing the only window through 
which Heaven's light can reach the 
soul. Dr. Hopkins thought, too^ that 
the colored race might be made the 
means to carry light and civilization 
to their African brethren, who have 
always been so difficult to reach. 
Surely, no one can ascribe his zeal- 
ous philanthropy to any mercenary 
designs. Some years after. Doctor 
Thornton, a native ©I Virginia, 
brought forward a similar plan, and 
published an address to the free peo- 
ple of color in Massachusetts and 
Bhode Island, inviting them to go 
with him to Africa tO' establish them- 
selves in the land of their fethers. 
He failed for want of meaws; but 
what earthly end could he have gain- 
ed from it but labor and sorrow, had 
it succeeded to his utmost hopes ? 
Dr. Finley, of New Jersey/ called 



the first meeting which ever was at- 
tended in this country to consider the 
subject; and he, Dr. Burgess, and 
Samuel J. JVlilis, who went forth to 
explore, and found his grave in a 
foreign land, were as far removed 
as any men can he from thesnspicioD 
of using philanthropy to veil self-ior 
terest and ambition. And it may b» 
said in general, that those. who hav« 
taken up this object have struggled 
against wind and tide, having no lend 
voices of encouragement to cheer 
them, and yet persevering against 
contempt and resistance, when it was 
impossible to account for their self- 
devotion, except by admitting that 
i; came from the heart. 

But it is said, that there are those 
who sustain this enterprise, notfiom 
any desire to serve the slave or the- 
African, but simply with the view of 
making slavery safer and more per- 
manent by removing the free colored 
people from our shores. Undoubted- 
ly it was free men whom they expect 
ed to remove. It was not understood 
'that any should be compelled to go ; 
if they went at all, it must be by an 
act of freedom on their own part, bj 
using the power of choice. Even had 
it been otherwise, had the slave been 
compelled to go, we cannot see tha 
extreme cruelty of the operation ; for 
we have the impression that slavery i& 
a bitter state, and that whoever takes a 
man out of it to a land where he calk 
breathe the air of free moral existenos 
renders him a service, though pep- 
haps against his will. When we seo^ 
a man in the fire or the; water, w» 
may be forgiven if we do not cere- 
montousTy ask his consent to draw 
him out; and if he should prefer re- 
maining in either element, it should 
not be accounted inhumanity on our 
part, if we consulted his welfare mois^ 
than his will. It may be, that somd 
have exerted their power as masters 
in a last act by compelling th^ir 
slaves to go; but if (here hare beea 
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such cases, we do not know them, 
and we apprehend that they are very 
jew. That the system has heen ad- 
vocaled by some Southern statesmen 
on the ground that it makes slavery 
safer and surer, we readily admit ; 
but certain it is, that the men who 
hold extreme opinions on the sub- 
ject, believing slavery intended as a 
permanent blessing, are among the 
most jealous enemies of colonization, 
because they feel that the whole 
matter is brought under review and 
made to agitate the public mind in 
this form, when it could not be in- 
troduced in any other. If, therefore, 
colonization could be put down, they 
think that it would close the only 
avenue through which light can reach 
the minds of the masters, and pre- 
vent all discussion of the right of 
man to man. 

There is no doubt that this is a 
correct impression, and in all these 
cases the question is not, with what 
views is an enterprise supported, but 
what is its effect likely to be. Every 
extended movement enlists a variety 
of interests and feelings ; some, who 
are perfectly indifferent to it in one 
point of view, may be warmly inte- 
rested when they see it in another. 
If one of its advocates presents it to 
one set of men as favorable to their 
interests and views, and to another 
set, having different interests and 
opinions, as favorable to theirs, it is 
an evident fraud and falsehood on his 
part ; there is no excuse for his double- 
dealing. And so, if the appeals and 
reports of any association hold differ- 
ent language according to the point 
of the compass to which they are 
addressed, offering colonization to 
the South as a means to perpetuate 
slavery, and to the North as an in- 
strument to undermine it, no man in 
his senses,, will undertake to excuse 
01 defend them. The case is differ- 
ent, when the plan is simply present- 
ed, and each one left to judge for 



himself what purpose it will answer, 
and why it should have claims to his 
friendly regard. The reasons which 
have weight with them may be differ- 
ent ; they may sometimes be directly 
opposed to each other ; one advocate, 
who takes one view of it, may prf>- 
sent that view, and another, at his 
side, or in a distant region, may hold 
forth an opposite doctrine, without 
any mo^al inconsistency or prevari- 
cation. In every thing else, there is 
the same contradiction. Some friends 
of temperance are in favor of restrict- 
ing laws, while others, equally sin- 
cere, believe that these create more 
intemperance than they suppress. 
Some opposers of capital punishment 
deny the right to take life, while 
others maintain the right, but would 
not exercise it, because it gives a 
murderer the aspect of a victim. 
Thus it is that men travel in different 
paths to the same result ; and it is 
no reproach to a cause, if it should 
be sustained from views and induce- 
ments various and even contradicto- 
ry, since it has been so with every 
enterprise since the world began. 

But while the scheme of coloni- 
zation presents itself in various as- 
pects to different classes of its sup- 
porters, and we are not aware that its 
advocates lie open to any charge of 
perverting or suppressing the truth, 
though it is not seen alike by all, it 
is well known that a great prejudice 
has been exerted against it, and that, 
too, in a part of the country where 
it might have expected the warmest 
welcome. It was not so in the be- 
ginning ; the friends of humanity and 
freedom in New England at first were 
deeply interested in it ; it seemed to 
open precisely the M'ay that was 
wanted, in which philanthropy could 
touch the subject of slavery without 
throwing off constitutional restraints, 
or calling up the fierce resistance of 
the masters. For a time, the only 
I objection made to it was the poverty 
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of its resources, and the vastness of 
the work which it proposed to do. 
This objection was met, by showing 
that all beginnings must be small ; it 
is only by slowly and heavily piling 
one stone on another, that founda- 
tions are ever laid ; that it was far 
better to make thorough, even if lin- 
gering, preparation for the work, 
than to have a multitude thrown into 
the new colony at once, tdthout a 
mass to receive them in which their 
ignorance and barbarism could be 
melted down. Discouraging as such 
beginnings are, it is evident, in 
looking back on every such enter- 
prise, that their hopelessness ai first 
has been their greatest blessing, call- 
ing out patient hope, inspiring suc- 
cessive as well as strong endeavors, 
and giving the new elements time to 
ripen into consistency and hardness, 
to bear the weight that shall after- 
wards come. 

As to the work which it proposed 
to accomplish, it was not supposed 
that mere efforts of private liberality 
would remove the vast slave popula- 
tion of the country, increasing every 
year, as it does, by tens of thou- 
sands. If the States interested would 
consent to the surrender, and the na- 
tion put its energy to the endeavor, 
iio doubt it could be done < but no 
one ever imagined that a voluntary 
association, however extended in its 
numbers, or liberal in its contribu- 
tions, could any more relieve this 
continent from its burden than they 
could dip the ocean dry. Still, there 
was something which was entirely 
within their power: they could make 
•an experiment, to show, that, under 
favorable circumstances, the emanci- 
pated slave could throw off his de- 
gradation, expand to the full propor- 
tion of intellectual naanhood, form 
an energetic and practical character, 
and learn to respect himself and 
command the respect of others ; yet 
more, that, with his powers thus 



drawn out, he could give to the world 
the example of a moral, well ordered, 
and free community, with wise laws, 
administered by efficient members, 
and not indebted to the white man 
for counsel or guidance ; and, rea- 
soning on common principles of hu* 
man nature, it was believed that such 
a colony wonld send an inviting « 
light across the deep, that slaves 
would hear of it and be earnest to 
go, that masters would feel that 
there they might safely send them, 
and thousands would iind their way 
to it unaided and of themselves, as 
men always succeed in arriving at 
any destination which they strongly 
desire to reach. \n all this there is 
nothing visionary. The slender re- 
sources of the colony, though a dis- 
couragement, have proved a bless- 
ing; the corner-stone has been slow- 
ly and surely laid ; and the time is 
not distant, when it shall be a matter 
of attraction, and interest, and rejoi- 
cing to the colored race in this 
country and the world. 

These objections, which met the 
plan in the outset, being answered, • 
it was prosperous and successful for 
a time. But the subject of slavery 
was kept before the public mind, and 
inquiry began to be made concerning 
the foundation of the master^s right 
to the slave. If the possession came 
by inheritance, the father could not 
transmit to the son a stronger claim 
than he had himself; if he bought 
from the slave-dealer, the trader could 
transfer only his own title ; and this 
came originally from the African 
chief, who destroyed and plundered 
some village, that he might sell his 
wretched captives for gunpowder and 
rum. His only claim was that of the 
robber to the goods he had stolen ; 
so that, on looking into the validity 
of deeds, it became tolerably clear, 
that, if the slave was a man and not 
an animal, he had the best right to 
himself, — a right of Which he could 
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not be dispossessed by any act of 
power. By such processes of rea- 
soning, the idea of the right to eman- 
dpalion became familiar to the pub- 
lic mind^ and any thing which ap- 
peared to deny that right, or to as- 
8ume that the slave was not in a con- 
dition to claim it or be the better for 
it, was looked on as an excuse for in- 
justice and oppression. All at once, 
an attempt was made to persuade 
those who took a humane interest in 
the subject, that the colouization 
scheme maintained the unfitness of 
the slave to be free, and discouraged 
the hope that, under any circum- 
stances, he could rise to the dignity 
and station of a man. 

It was not easy to understand how 
this suggestion could gain credit, 
when the whole object of the society 
was to make him free, and to place 
him in circumstances propitious to 
the full development of his powers. 
To be sure, it went on the supposi- 
tion that, as things are now, there is 
no place in this country where he 
can be situated thus. Go where he 
may, he encounters a cruel preju- 
dice, which weighs him down like a 
millstone, excluding him from the 
honors and comforts of life, and re- 
minding him, with perpetual insult, 
that he belongs to an inferior race ;, 
a prejudice so deeply ingrained in 
the public mind, that many, who are 
kind and generous in other relations, 
are hard as the rock in this. Now, 
the question is, what shall be done 
for his relief? Shall he submit to 
these heart-breaking sorrows in si- 
lence, waiting till the lime shall come 
for a general chan^ire in the public 
.feeling, which may not come till 
long after he is in the dust ? or shall 
he take advantage of a way of escape 
that opens, and relieve himself, by 
passing to a more favored region, 
where none can stand above him or 
trample him down? His master is 
desirous to send him to such a coun- 



try, and he is desirous to go. Why 
should they not be gratified ? What 
possible advantage can result to any 
one fiom keeping him in bondage, 
when he may as well be free ? If 
it be said, that these cases of occa- 
sional release exert an influence ad- 
verse to the more extensive deliver- 
ance which might give the same 
blessing to greater numbers, it might 
be well to show how the manumis- 
sion of one can, by any imaginable 
efifect, be unpropitious to tiie manu- 
mission of all. It should be remem- 
bered, that sending the slave to Africa 
is in itself an act of emancipation; 
and, so far from being predicated on 
the idea that he never can be a self- 
sustained and energetic man, the 
whole theory of colonization is found- 
ed on the idea, that it is only his pre- 
sent condition which debases him, 
and if that can be changed, he will 
be intelligent, energetic, and happy 
as any of the sons of men. It really 
aflfords almost the only mode of im- 
mediate emancipation, recommend- 
ing it as wisdom in the master and 
justice to the slave ; and yet there 
are many, who, for no reason except 
that some one has told them so, will 
maintain to the death, that coloniza- 
tion and emancipation are inconsist- 
ent with and hostile to each other. 

We are well aware, that the free 
people of color in this country have 
now a great prejudice against expa- 
triation. This, they say, is their na- 
tive land, and why should they leave 
it ? Ay, why should they leave it, 
if they can find an indiicement to 
stay ? Egypt was the native land of 
Moses and the Israelites ; but their 
native air was not particularly good 
for their constitutions, and though 
they sometimes sighed for it in their 
discontent, they would doubtless 
have been sorry enough to have been 
taken at their word, and sent back 
again to the flesh-pots, cucumbers, 
and melons, not to speak of the brick- 



366 Review of Dr. Alexander's History of Colonization. [December, 



yards. We cannot see the especial fas- 
(unalion in any patt uf this country, 
M^hlcli should make a separation from 
it so heart-rending. We apprehend 
that, if our portion in it was like 
theirs, we should sound a retreat ai 
the first opportunity, and without in- 
curring the penalty of Lot's wife by 
looking back on the forsaken home. 
It passes our comprehension to dis- 
cover what they can find here, in 
the way either of enjoyment or 
hope, that i^hould be so difficult to 
resign. It is true, that better days 
may come in process of time ; but 
meanwhile, it would seem as well to 
go to better days wherever they can 
find them, even if beyond the sea. 
But this is matter of taste; and if 
the colored citizens of America prefer 
tlieir present condition, such as it is, 
no one asks them to leave it ; the^y 
are at perfect liberty to remain to 
llie end of time, if such is their plea- 
sure. 

But there may be those who see 
better prospects opening before them 
in other regions, who, even if the 
chance of improving their condition 
were less than it is, would gladly 
embrace it, being strongly convinced 
lliat any change must be for the bet- 
ter. There i& no more reason why 
they should be forced to stay than 
why others should be compelled to 
go; and yet this constraint is im- 
posed upon them, if they are de- 
prived of this place of refuge. Should 
tlie colony be put down, they would 
be obliged to content tireraselves with 
what they haver in this country, 
where, so far as we^can understand, 
their portion and hope are as small 
and uninviting as ever fell to the lot 
of man. Now, while we should 
abominate the compulsion that forced 
any one to go, we cannot see that 
there is any less hardship in being 
required to stay unwillingly, as they 
must, if the wishes and predictions 
of many with respect to the colonies 



were made good. It is as a kind of 
emancipation that we are most inte- 
rested in it ; it has the advantage of 
being consistent with the law, accept- 
able to the masters, and, as thesa 
considerations are not wholly disre« 
garded by reasonable men, is more 
likely than any other form to be ge- 
nerally adopted. 

There is a common impressior>, 
however, that these plans of coloni- 
zation increase the prejudice against 
the colored race. Whether this im- 
pression is held by any in good faith, 
or simply given to others, it is not 
easy to say ; for how any one in hi^ 
senses can trace such an efi^ect to 
such a cause is more than we can 
tell. Undoubtedly, the scheme of 
colonization admits that there is such 
a prejudice ; none lament it or sufilei 
from it more thau the colored race 
themselves ; but to say that coloni- 
zation excuses, defends, or has any 
tendency to maintain it, is very much 
like the popular faith of childhood, 
which ascribes tlie origin of the wind 
to the agitation of the tree. It allows 
and deplores its existence, we mean 
so far as our observation and sym- 
pathy extend; there may be those 
who think the prejudice natural, and 
not to be overcome ; but this viev 
of the matter is not ours, Wc look 
on colonization as the only means at 
present existing to place the colored 
man where he shall not be crushed 
down with its weight, and it is chiefly 
for this very reason that we wish it 
success, and aid it with our best eiv- 
deavors. If the inquiry be made, 
why we do not give battle to this 
prejudice, we answer, it is not be- 
cause we do not condemn and de- 
plore it, but because we have^ never 
seen prevailing ideas and feelings 
suddenly changed by direct assault ; 
and we think it better in general to 
help out those who are struggling 
with the waters, than to dam the 
current, or wait for it to run by. 
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Besides these objections, which 
are made to an)*^ plan of coloniza- 
tion, and which one would think 
would have as much force in refer- 
ence to the British provinces as in 
^eir African application, much has 
been said in opposition to the colo- 
nial settlements now existing. We 
are told that they are unhealthy, 
aChd that great sacrifice of life has 
attended the efibrts to plant theui. It 
is true, that, in former days, many 
have perished in consequence of 
being suddenly transferred to a cli- 
mate the peculiarities and demands 
df which they did not know. But it 
would not be ea«y to find a region 
<sn this earth where people will not 
sometimes die ; had there been such, 
it would by this time have been tole- 
rably well peopled by emigration, as 
well as by its own supply. But 
>ytiile it is true, that the common 
doom of mortality extends to the 
African settlements, it is not easy to 
sTiow that the waste of life is greater 
than, under similar circrastances, it 
would be in any other land. We find, 
when the facts are known with re- 
spect to the death of many enter- 
prising travellers, that they became 
sick in consequence of thoughtless 
CKposure to the nightly chill. So, 
in the colonies, while insufficient 
preparation was made to receive the 
^(migrants, and physicians had not 
learned the proper treatment of local 
diseases, there was as much sick- 
ness and loss, perhaps, as at Ply- 
mouth in the earlier days. But as 
the settlements extend their accom- 
modations, and medical men m^ake 
tJjeraselves acquainted with the com- 
plaints which at first were new to 
them, the danger disappears, and the 
prndent are in as little danger as in 
their American home. 

Another objection to Liberia is, 
that the inhabitants have not devoted 
themselves as much to the cultiva- 
tion of the loil as might be desired. 



It is undoubtedly true, that this em- 
ployment is more favorable to a 
healthy moral state than any other, 
though less attractive to indolence 
and ambition. As was intimated iu 
the foundation of the Hebrew com- 
monwealth, men engaged in agricul- 
ture are more likely to have that so- 
cial equality, and that independence 
of feeling, which exert propitious 
influences to make and keep them 
free. But while any friend to a 
young republic would desire and re^ 
commend this employment for the 
great body of the people, it is obvi» 
ously impossible to force it upon 
them ; they will, according to tbt 
common experience of human nature, 
turn their attention to the fftirsuis 
which promises immediate gain. If 
traffic and commercial advantages 
are withifi reach, these will at first 
prove most attractive ; they will 
bring with them tastes not the most 
favorable to content, industry, or 
moral improvement and elevation. 
It is noX till the sorrowful experience 
of many shows that e\'ery one can- . 
not succeed in these pursuits, and 
that many blanks will be drawn to 
a single prize, that the quiet culture 
of the soil will be estimated as it 
deserves. But there is a stage of so- 
cial progress in which the common 
illusion on this subject passes away. 
We may now see in New England 
how many are withdrawing them- 
selves from the dusty and crowded 
paths of common life, from unprofil- 
able trade and thtonged professions^ 
where the chances are many to one 
against them, to seek a subsistence 
in those agricultural pursuits, which, 
if less gainful in respect to wealth, 
are more apt and sure lo yield returns 
of the higher treasures of character, 
mind, and heart. 

There are some, too, who have the 
impression, that the Liberian experi- 
ment has been a failure ; that the in* 
habitants are neither prosperous nor 
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happy; that the tone of morals w 
low among them; and, although 
tome of them have become wealthy, 
that the greater number are poor and 
degraded, having gained nothing, but 
rather lost, if that is possible, by 
their translation to Africa. If this 
were so, it would be conclusive evi- 
dence against their power of rising \ 
•o far as it went, it would show that 
tliey are wholly unfit for freedom, 
and need to be under the authority 
of others ; it would confirm all that 
the despisers of the colored race 
have said of their natural inferiority 
and their necessary dependence ; for 
one cannot imagine how the experi- 
ment should be tried under more fa- 
irorab^ circumstances, and if it has 
not succeeded, there is no hope that 
it would prosper if tried again, in 
this land or in any other. But so far 
fxom finding this depressing view of 
Liberia confirmed, on examination, 
the weight of testimony is entirely 
on the other side. Some disappoint- 
ed persons, doubtless, there have 
been; some white men who have 
left the colony in disgust, and pub- 
lished unfavorable representations of 
it. But on looking into the matter, 
it does not appear that they were so 
sick of Liberia, as the colony was 
of them. The colored persons who 
have abandoned the undertaking be- 
came disgusted at finding that they 
must exert themselves there as at 
home, and that, unless they labored 
for their subsistence, they must suf- 
fer even more than in this country, 
ffince there was no master on whom 
they could lean. 

But by far the most fluent, and 
sweeping testimony against the colo- 
nies has been given by those who 
never saw them, and who have no 
light whatever on the subject, ex- 
cept what a predetermined and deadly 
hatred gives. On Xhe other hand, 
evidence is given in favor of Liberia 
by the officers of our navy, by mas- 



ters of trading-ships, by residents 
who have returned, and bv more co- 
lonists than one can number — men 
who could have no motive to mislead 
the public, and whose characters for-, 
bid the suspicion of falsity. These 
all bear witness to the moral habits 
and social order of the people, their 
prevailing activity and intelligence, 
the abundance of talent and energy 
which they manifest, and their rapid 
advance in all the improvements gf 
civil and domestic life. The churches 
and schools are well attended, the 
Sabbath is observed more faithfully 
than in any city of our land, the 
courts of justice are in steady and 
successful operation, .the interests of 
the mind are properly regarded, and 
religion holds a place as high in the 
general respect and affection as in 
any part of the world. Really, no 
one, who is not determined never to 
believe, can resist the conviction, that 
all the promises and predictions of 
the founders have been made good. 
Considering the materials of which 
the colonies necessarily consisted, it 
is wonderful that they have oome 
forward in civil and moral strength 
so soon. Neglected by friends and 
resisted by angry opposdrs, they 
have laid the foundations of an en- 
lightened and powerful state, and the 
walls are already rising. We cannot 
understand how it is, that any, who 
wish to prove that the colored race 
are capable of manly action and self- 
sustaining energy, should reject the 
evidence which this history affords 
them. They may look in vain in 
other directions to find any testimony 
so satisfactory and convincing ; and 
if they say that they need no such 
testimoivy, they must remember that 
others do, and that their doubts and 
sneers can only be answered by 
showing what colored men have 
done. Where can such illustration 
be found in successful action, except 
in a field like this ? 



1S46.] Review of Hr, Mexander* 8 History of Colonization, 36& 



One of the greatest reeommenda- 
tions of the system of colonization 
is the effect it will have on the con- 
tinent of Africa, not only by aflford- 
ing a starting-point and place of 
protection for missionaries, which 
otherwise they could not find, but 
still more by its tendency to suppress 
the slave trade, that most accursed 
of all sins and evils, which nothing 
dse hitherto has been able to reach. 
The British government has exerted 
itself, apparently in good faith and 
feeling, to put an end to these horri- 
ble adventures ; but it is freely con- 
fessed, that their maritime power, 
great as it is, can hardly reach this 
traffic, and that it has continued to 
thrive and grow under all efforts to 
put it down. So long as the gain 
gS such voyages is gieat, wretches 
will be found every where to fit out 
vessels for the trade and to man 
them, and if they are detected and 
pursued, their living cargoes, which 
might have testified against them, 
are drowned in the depths of the sea. 
But while the fieets of great nations 
are baffled in their endeavors, these 
small colonies, composed of colored 
men, having sympathy for their 
brethren, are able to say and to main- 
tain, that the slave trade shall not 
pollute their ground ; their influence 
with the natives goes far to prevent 
their engaging in it ; and the avenues 
of fair and innocent commerce which 
they open withdraw the natives from 
violence and blood. It is made 
cle>ar, by successful experiment, that 
where such colonies are established 
the slave trade cannot come. Since 
every other attempt to suppress it is 
hopeless, and this is the only one 
w.hich promises any success, every 
one who wishes to put an end to it 
must rejoice in the prosperity of 
these settlements, and give his will- 
ing aid to extend them. The only 
objection that can be made is, that 
they are not strong enough for the 



' purpose, and this should be a reason 
for enlarging their means and num- 
bers, and thus giving them more 
power for the work. 

The history of this enterprise, as 
it is here recorded, is one of great 
interest even now, though the results 
of the movement are as yet but im- 
perfectly developed. Before its con- 
sequences can open upon us, it must 
have reached its full stature. It has 
not yet passed through its childhood, 
or at most its forming state. But 
enough already appears to make it 
certain, that it will maintain its ex- 
istence ; that it will be a strong and 
Jlourishing republic, and, like other 
republics, with all its faults, it will 
be a refuge for the oppressed ; that 
it will have power to drive the slave 
trade from its borders, and to send 
the light of humanity into the dark- 
ness of the continent, where it 
stands, like sunlight on the e^gQ of 
a black cloud, giving promise that 
the shadow shall pass away. They 
who are disposed to ascribe its origin 
to selfishness should remember that 
it was commenced by private liberal- 
ity, not that of slaveholders, but 
principally of those who coidd de- 
rive no advantage from it beyond the 
gratification of theii benevolent feel- 
ing. Some of the States, also, hav« 
taken measures to establish colonies 
for themselves, and it is to be hoped 
that others will follow their exam- 
ple. But the national government, 
somewhat embarrassed perhaps by 
the relations in which it stands, has 
done nothing for it which is entitled 
to the name of patronage ; and pert 
and conceited officers of other na- 
tions have shown a disposition to 
tyrannize over it, by the exertion of 
brief authority in some unreasonable 
ways, which it is hoped that their 
superiors will disavow. The streams 
of private charity have been larg^ely 
and liberally flowing, and eflTorts 
the most constant and unwearied 
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have been made by its disinterested ' 
friends. No popular enthusiasm has 
lifted and borne it onward, but every ; 
where it has been sustained by the | 
thoutjhiful convictions of the wise j 
and good. More than once, it has ' 
encountered a tempest of resistance ; 
which would have destroyed it, had 
it been less firmly set in the con- , 
science and affection of its support- 
ers — but which, as it is, has given 
it a deeper root, a mightier bough, 
and a richer depth of foliage, to 
«helter those who sit under its ex- 
tending shade. 

Any one who associates the idea of 
telfishness with colonization would 
do well to consider how many mar- 
tyi"s have laid down their lives for it, 
martyrs not precisely of the kind so 
popular just now, who stand at a 
iiufficient distance from all danger, 
and abuse the sinner, instead of en- 
deavoring to influence him to give 
up the sin — but of the more genuine, 
sort, who hold comfort, safety, and 
life itself in light esteem, if, by sur- 
rendering them, they can be of ser- 
vice to the cause of man. Samuel 
J. Mills, before alluded to, was a 
man of this description ; he poured 
his full heart into every work of love. 
His most earnest desire was to preach 
the Gospel to the Africans, and it was 
with a view to this work that he be- 
came an explorer in the service of 
the Society, and contracted the dis- 
ease of which he died. He found 
much to encourage him in the intel- 
ligent views which some of the na- 
tives suggested. One of them re- 
marked, that it would be well to have 
tlie direction of the enterprise in the 
hands of colored men, since the 
neighboring tribes would dread the 
encroaching spirit of the whites 
much more than that of their own 
kin. Another said, that, as soon as 
a colored man capable of the tru«t 
could be found for a chief of the co- 
lony, he ought by all means to be 



placed at its head ; precisely the 
course which the directors have 
thought it wise to pursue. 

The next of these devoted men 
was Samuel Bacon, an Episcopal 
clergyman, who interested himself m 
the subject, and was employed by 
the government as agent to take cai^ 
of slaves delivered from the slave- 
ships« The emigrants who wenl 
with him were most of them taken 
sick with the acclimating fever ; his 
strength was exhausted by his un* 
wearied attendance upon them; hia 
spirit was severely tried by their 
jealous and unreasonable upbraid- 
ings ; he found himself deceived by 
a native on whose faithfulness hie 
thought he could rely. But while 
all things seemed to be against him, 
and the prospects of the enterpri^ 
'were dark and low, he declared that 
his faith in colonization was strong 
as ever, for he had actually seen Afri- 
cans landed in America suffering aa 
much and in the same manner as x\m 
emigrants there ; while the surprising 
fertility of the soil, the mildness of 
the climate, the commercial advan- 
tages, the great abundance of fish 
and wild animals, seemed like an in- 
vitation to the scattered children of 
Africa to return to their home. Aa 
for himself, he had counted the cost 
of the service, and had made up hln 
mind to die in it, if necessary, ft 
was not long before he was weighed 
down with anxiety and labor. la 
the sickness which followed, he had 
neither medical attendance nor pro- 
per care ; and it was not long before 
he died, with a resigned spirit, and 
with unbroken confidence in thje 
cause for which he had left his na- 
tive land. 

Another of these martyrs was Dr. 
Randall, of Maryland, a physician 
of great promise, who had been 
elected to a professorship in Colum- 
bia College. After the death of Ash- 
mun, he felt it to be his duty to de-: 
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vote himself to the object in which 
he had been interested before, and 
tlierefore, against the remonstrances 
of his friends, he resigne4 all pros- 
pects of success and honor at home 
for the sake of rendering service to 
his race. Unfortunately* his zeal 
outran his strength. He exposed 
himself to the sun by day and the 
damps by night in a fatiguing jour- 
ney, and, thinking more of his duties 
than his dangers, he became a vic- 
tim, not so much to the climate, as 
to his earnest desire of doing good. 
Mr. Erskine, also, a colored Presby- 
terian divine from Tennessee, went 
out with his family to preach the 
Gospel to the Africans, but was soon 
taken from his field of labor, after 
having followed his wife and daugh- 
ter to the grave. Dr. Anderson, of 
Maryland, was another who left 
bright prospects and warm friends at 
home to labor in the service of hu- 
manity abroad; but very soon after 
he landed in the colony, he was 
csalled from his difficult station to his 
eternal rest. 

Many such examples there have 
been, to show how much generous 
self-devotion has been manifested in 
this cause. It may seem like a need- 
less waste of life, but almost all those 
physicians bore witness that the un- 
relenting fever was not more alarm- 
ing in Liberia than in our Southern 
States. And as for the expenditure 
of life, it seems to be ordered by 
Providence that such shall be the 
history of every similar adventure. 
The loss of such friends becomes a 
gain to the enterprise, from the spirit 
which it awakens in others ; and 
there can be no loss to those who, 
with true philanthropy, lay down 
their lives, a willing sacrifice, in the 
cause of humanity and of God. 

But this interesting cause, besides 
affording examples of great self-sac- 
rifice, has called into its service some 
m^n of extraordinary power as well 



as philanthropy, who, in a larger 
field, would have been admired for 
their talent and energy, and in their 
small circle manifested high gifis^ 
and made efforts which will hereafter 
be remembered with honor and ap- 
plause. Tlie first of these was Mr. 
Ashmun, who went to Liberia tn 
1823. Educated for the ministry, 
he was wholly untrained for business 
and war, and was thrown at ones 
into the midst of danger which 
threatened the existence of the colo- 
ny. Its njeans and resources, ihade- 
quate at the best, were all in disor- 
der, and he had no time to arrange 
them before the blow should fall. 
Much of the public properly had 
been consumed by fire; the emi- 
grantii were not properly sheltered, 
though the rainy season had set in; 
defences there were none, and not 
three dozen persons were able to 
bear arms. He was worn down with 
sickness; after nights of delirium, 
he was compelled to spend the day 
in labor; and his wife, who had 
come to share his fortunes, was ra- 
pidly sinking by his side. Certainly 
such a state of things was enough 
to fill the strongest and most experi- 
enced with dismay. But instead of 
yielding to depression, he proceeded 
to arrange the public affairs, provi- 
ding for responsibility and order in 
every department. He erected build- 
ings for the emigrants and the pub- 
lic stores ; he himself planned forti- 
fications and superintended their 
erection, while he armed and disci- 
plined the few soldiers that the small 
settlement was able to supply. So 
far from finding at home rest and re- 
lief from his multiplied labors, no- 
thing can be more affecting than the 
account*'of the death-bed where his 
wife lay, in a miserable hut, which 
could not be ventilated, with*the rain 
falling through the thatched roof 
upon her pillow and bed, and he, 
scarcely able to support his own 
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weight, was leaning over her, while 
she expressed her perfect and con- 
tented resignation to a Heavenly 
Father's will. Surely the imagina- 
tion cannot conceive a state of things 
which would make a heavier de- 
mand on the energies of the mind 
and heart. 

At length, the whole force of the 
neighboring tribes was concentrated 
in a powerful assault upon the colo- 
ny. This was bravely and success- 
fully resisted. Again they came on 
with greater violence and numbers, 
while the ranks of the nlefenders 
were thinned and their strength ex- 
hausted with watching by niglit and 
labor by day. Again they were re- 
pulsed with fearful slaughter. But 
the ammunition of the colony was 
exhausted, the provisions nearly 
gone, the wounded suffering every^ 
U)ing for the want of surgical skill. 
Still, his confidence never failed, for 
it was reposed not in any human re- 
sources, but in the favor and blessing 
of the Most High. Neither wa6 it 
disappointed ; for the cannonade of 
the last engagement was heard at 
midnight by the crew of a British 
vessel, which happened^ as men say, 
to be passing, though there is no 
such thing as chance. Major Laing, 
the traveller, who was on board, in- 
quired into the cause of the firing, 
and when he found the little colony 
struggling for existence against all 
the tribes of the coast, generously 
supplied them with the means of fu- 
ture resistance, and, what was better, 
exerted a mediating influence with 
the assailants, which resulted in a 
friendly treaty, and an honorable and 
lasting peace. 

All this, one would think, was 
enough for one man ; but after all he 
had done for the colony, Mr. Ash- 
mun WJV3 suffering from the jealousy 
oi the Society at home ; in some 
way or other, injurious reports had 
reached them, and awakened suspi- 



cion. At the same time the colonists 
were in a state of open mutiny, 
which it required all his energy tD 
keep down. But he could .not be 
driven from his post of duty by vio- 
lent resistance or unmerited reproach. 
By inflexible faithfulness, he com- 
pelled the rebellious to submit to his 
authority, and his employers to do 
justice to his name ; and it was noi 
till his character stood not only clear 
but highly honored, and all acknow- 
ledged the cause to be more indebted 
to him than to any other man, that 
he returned to his home, not to en- 
joy his honors, but to die almost at 
the moment of reaching his native 
land. 

Eleven years after the death of 
Ash mun, the colony was happy in 
securing the services of another re- 
markable man, Thomas Buchanan, 
who was appointed by the govern- 
ment as agent for taking charge of 
the recaptured Africans. The seve- 
ral colonies were now united into a 
sort of federal association, called the 
commonwealth of Liberia, of which 
he was the executive head. From a 
timid and despondent condition, it 
had grown into firmness and sUrength, 
and what it wanted was a clear mind 
to arrange all its elements and re- 
sources, and a powerful character to 
make its influence felt and under- 
stood. Buchanan^s first act was to 
seize a vessel under American colors, 
which hovered on the coast in such 
a manner as to give the impression 
that it was a slaver. This was a 
bold step, and exposed him to seri- 
ous consequences, if he should have 
mistaken her character; but when 
he considered the detestable effect of 
the trade upon the races near him, 
he did not shrink from the most de- 
termined acts of duty. He also di- 

ft 

rected a slaver, who had established 
himself at Little Bassa, to leave the 
place. The colony claimed jurisdic- 
tion there, though its right to the soil 
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was questioned. An English trader, 
at the same time, established a fac- 
tory there, anii when he was ordered 
to leave it, insolently refused. En- 
couraged by this example, the slaver, 
who had promised to depart, deter- 
mined to remain, and carried on his 
vile business more openly and large- 
ly than before. Mi. Buchanan took 
with him a military force to the spot, 
atiid after a sharp engagement de- 
stroyed the factories, seized the 
goods, and compelled the native 
chiefs to give up the slaves who had 
been carried into their countries to 
escape his reach. These vigorous 
proceedings against the slave trade 
exasperated some of the native prin- 
ces, and Gatoomba. one of the most 
powerful of their number, made an 
attack on some of the moie exposed 
settlements, one of which was de- 
fended in a rerfiarkable manner by 
three brave and resolute men. Find- 
ing that both colonists and natives 
were to suffer from this marauder, 
who was so savage and daring that 
two peaceful envoys who were sent 
to him were murdered in cold blood, 
the governor marched with a force 
against him, broke up the founda- 
tions of his power, and deprived him 
of the means of carrying *on his 
work of cruelty and death again. A 
more perplexingdifficulty arose with- 
in the colony, from the claim of the 
Methodist mission, which had been 
permitted to receive its supplies from 
home in goods that were admitted 
without paying duties. He was 
willing that all articles intended for 
the personal use of the missionaries 
should be imported thus, but would 
Dot consent that they should enjoy 
an unrestricted privilege, which 
might throw the whole trade of the 
colony into their hands. In all these 
cases, some of which were severely 
tryinff, he bore himself with a manlv 
decision, which commanded univer- 
sal respect and confidence. But just 



at the moment when the colony was 
receiving the greatest benefit from 
his services, he died. He had had 
lime, however, to prepare the way 
for delivering over the chief authori- 
ty into the hands of colored men, to 
whom, on all accounts, it is desira* 
ble that it should in future be con- 
fid(^d. * 

It is still more interesting to con- 
template the examples of colored 
men who have distinguished them- 
selves in this history, because they 
prove the truth of the leading prin- 
ciple of the enterprise, which is, that 
color does not strike inward— thai, 
place the African in favorably cir- 
cumstances lor putting forth his en- 
ergies, and he will not be found 
wanting in any respect, either in 
activity of mind, or in strength and 
deierftination of heart. The most 
distinguished illustration of this truth 
(we do not speak of the living) was 
Lott Carey, who had so strongly im- 
pressed Mr. Ashmun, no common 
observer, witli a sense of his merits, 
that, when he relumed to his own 
country, he left his office in Mr. Ca- 
rey's hands, earnestly recommend- 
ing him as his permanent successor. 
This person was originally a slave 
in Richmond, Virginia, rather cor- 
rupt and profane in his habits, till, 
at the age of twenty-six, he becam% 
a Christian believer. Feeling the 
disadvantages of his ignorance, he 
learned at that age to read and write, 
and, as he had much natural elo- 
quence, he addressed his brethren 
with great force on the subject of 
their religious duties. Meantime, 
he became so trustworthy and effi- 
cient in the tobacco- warehouse where 
he was employed, that he was soon 
able to buy his own liberty and that 
of two children, and the salary paid 
him for his services was eight hijn-. 
dred dollars a year. But prosperous 
and respected as he was, he deter- 
mined to go where, as he said, he 
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should be ** estimated according to 
hi^ deserts and not his complexion." 
He felt bound, also, to use his ad- 
vantages to do something for his suf- 
fering race. 

Afier he had been ordained as a 
preacher according to the usage of 
the Baptists, he proceeded to Libe- 
ria, where, retiring as he was, he 
toon made his real character felt, 
and was treated with the respect 
which he deserved. At the time 
when most of the colonists were in 
favor of breaking up the settlement, 
and retreating to Sierra Leone, on 
arcount of the dangers which beset 
lher)j, he declared his fixed purpose 
to remain, and thus encouraged them 
by his firm example. When they 
had no physician among them, he 
undertook to do his best^, and by 
means of his good sense and experi- 
ence, he was able to inspire full 
confidence in his patients, and, in a 
very extensive practice which was 
thus forced upon him, he met with 
great success. The only exception- 
able part of his history was his 
joining the seditious persons who set 
Mr. Ashmun's authority at defiahne, 
and seized the public stores. But 
when ilie governor publicly repre- 
sented to them the true character and 
tendency of their proceedings, Mr. 
Carey came forward at once, openly 
confessed his error, and ever after 
was among the friends and support- 
ers of law. All this while he did 
not neglect his original mission, but 
gave his attention to the establish- 
ment of schools and churches, and 
particularly interested himself in 
teaching the recaptured slaves. He 
felt himself under obligation to Af- 
rica also, and went far into the inte- 
rior, founding places of instruction, 
where the natives could be taught 
the language and religion of the co- 
lonists, which many of them were 
earnest ^to know. His death was 
occasioned by an explosion of gun- 



powder, while he was preparing to 
assert the rights of the colony, and 
drive off a slaver who had estab- 
lished himself within a few miles' 
distance; and even the loss of Ash- 
mun was hardly more felt than his. 
Durint; the six months of his admin- 
i:<tration, he had borne himself with 
great dignity, inspiring respect at 
home and abroad. He was perhaps 
more welcome to the settlers than 
any other person could have beea, 
because he was a living example to 
show that the colored man was equal 
to every trust of duty or of honor. 
EInppily the same confirmation is 
now aifijrded by Governor Roberts, 
whose nble and satisfactory manage- 
ment of public aflfairs most of our 
readers know ; and who we hope 
will long be spared to the communi- 
ty over which he so well presides. 

If such examples can be found 
among those who were born in bond- 
age, and therefore were most unfa- 
vorably situated for cultivating and 
bringing out the powers that were in 
them, who can doubt that the coming 
generation will afford innumerable 
more ? The atmosphere one breathes 
is very important to the health and 
strength of the physical nature; it is a 
sort of miracle if the svstem reaches 
its full vigor and proportions in a 
corrupted air, and such cases prove 
much more than if found in a differ- 
ent condition. When we find men 
formerly slaves conducting the pub- 
lic affairs of the colony, filling the 
places of trust and honor, firmly 
maintaining its rights, bravely de- 
fending its borders, managing its cor- 
respondence with Europeans in such 
a manner as to inspire respect and 
confidence, and, what is more, show- 
ing that the intellectual and religious 
interests of the people are near their 
hearts, it seems to us to afford vol- 
umes of eloquent pleading in behalf 
of the slave, and to establish the fact, 
that such a field of action and im- 
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provenoent is one which the colored 
race are blind to their own interests 
not to prize. They may say that 
they know their own interests best ; 
it may be so ; but men, before now, 
have mistaken what was good for 
them, when ihey thought they saw 
it clearly. We do not perceive that 
iheir color gives them any better 
means of judgment than others pos- 
sess ; and to us it seems clear, that, 
in disowning Liberia, they indulge a 
suicidal prejudice, which their chil- 
dren, if nut they, will remember 
with sorrow in futuie days. We do 
not say that other places may not be 
better, but we do say that this com- 
monwealth fully answers the pur- 
pose for which it was founded, by 
showing that the colored race can 
be efficient, ^elf-sustained, respected 
and happy, without needing the aid 
or counsel of white men, and in a 
republic entirely their own. 

How it is that the free colored 
race can look with complacency on 
their condition in any part of this 
country is more than we can under- 
stand. True, it may be better at 
some future day than it is now ; we 
hope and trust that it will. But we 
speak of it as it is now, and surely 
there is no immediate prospect of a 
change for the better ; and we can- 
not comprehend why they should 
wish to detain those who arc desi- 
rous to make the experiment of other 
influences and a more favored land. 
No community, one would think, 
can aflford a better home for the free 
colored man than Boston ; and yet, 
in comparison with Liberia, what 
story has Boston to tell ? 

'*By an authentic document in 
the nature of a report rendered this 
year [1837] to the » Boston Union 
for the Relief and Improvement of 
the Colored Race,' we are enabled 
to run a statistical parallel between 
the people of the colony of Liberia, 
in Africa, and the free people of co- 



lor in the city of Boston, in Amer- 
ica. In Liberia, more than one in 
every four of the inhabitants aie 
church members. In Boston, less 
than one in every seven of the co- 
lored people are church members. 
In Liberia, there are five hundred and 
eighty pledged members of temper- 
ance societies ; in Boston there is 
not one, as appears froiti the tabu- 
lar view. In Liberia, every child of 
sufficient age, of the families of the 
colonists, was at regular school ; in 
Boston, the proportion was so small 
and so uncertain as to be really not 
comparable. In Boston, a primary 
school for colored children had to be 
discontinued for want of scholars ; 
in Liberia, fifteen schools could not 
satisfy the people, clamorous for the 
education of themselves and their 
ofTspcing. In Liberia, the inhabitants 
support, both by their pecuniary and 
by their literary contributions, an 
ably conducted paper — they cannot 
only generally read, but can general- 
ly write and compose in a correct 
and manly style, as our quotations 
therefrom abundantly testify ; in Bo«*- 
ton, scarcely any of the adults were 
able to read, ^ and of children so 
reported some discount must be 
made.' In Boston, 'a majority of 
all classes of them attend public 
worship very irregularly ;' in Libe- 
ria, the people are a * peculiarly 
church-going people, nor could love 
or money influence any of them U> 
labor on the Sabbath.' " — p. 543. 

Some may think that the colored 
persons would not be the better for 
connexion with the churches ; some 
of their friends have been exceed- 
ingly busy to bring the church ini»> 
disesteem with them, and thus have 
done fatal injury to those whom they 
probably meant to serve. But to 
the eye of common sense, the fact 
just stated tells very much in favor 
of the home beyond the sea. 

In Boston, the colored race are 
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diminishing,* and ihe number of un-[ 
married persons is great, a fact 
wh!ch bodes no good to the coming 
generations. In Liberia, the inhabi- 
tants are increasing, and the state of 
society is encouraging in every re- 
spect of prosperity and morals. 
Now, it seems to us, that, if we 
were of their number, and the lines 
had fallen to us in our Northern ca- 
pital, we should strike our tent with 
all possible expedition, and proceed 
to a more genial home. If we were 
reminded that we were born in Ame- 
rica, we should answer that it was 
quite sufficient for us, and we should 
take care to die in some more friend- 
ly and favored land. This, how- 
ever, is matter of taste and opinion, 
which each one must determine for 
himself; but we lament to say, that, 
as the prejudice against them grows 
out of the memory of their bondage, 
even if slavery should come to an 
end to-morrow, it must be a long 
time before the impression of their 
inferiority and all the associations 
conjiected with it would be done 
away. 

We recommend this work to those 
who desire to know something of 
one of the most remarkable enter- 
prises of the age. It is true, its his- 
tory is young, and the events here 
recorded have been passing before 
us ; but we think very little of such 
incidents as they are served to us 
piecemeal in the public prints. It is 
not till we see the whole movement 
at a single view, that we can under- 
stand its greatness, or form any con- 
jecture as to its results in a future 
day. It has yet much to contend 
with ; as our government cannot take 



it under its full protection, it must 
depend in a great measure upon the 
sense of honor and right which pre- 
vails among the nations of the earth. 
We wish it could place more ample 
confidence in this moral'sense; but^ 
if the conscience of nations is weak^ 
there is nothing which any one of 
them could gain by injury to Libe- 
ria, and this is a guaranty on which 
it can more safely rely. Sometimes 
a small naval officer may glory over 
it, in the wantonness of power which 
has been committed to his unworthy 
hands ; but it is hoped that such airs 
of importance 'will be prevented, if 
not censured; they cannot, be per- 
mitted without reproach to the na- 
tion which allows them. Our own 
officers have done themselves great 
honor by the kind and manly inte- 
rest which they have manifested in 
the colony, and the open testimony 
in its favor which they have been 
ready to give. We hope that it will 
be strong enough to work out its 
own results in peace. Prejudice 
itself cannot well point out any harm 
which it can do ; while there is good 
reason to hope that it will afford a 
refuge for the oppressed, and be the 
means of making to injured Africa 
some late atonement for its number- 
less wrongs. 

We say again, then, that we sup- 
port this enterprise as a measure of 
emancipation. We look upon it as 
allowing the claim of the slave to be 
free, urging on his master the duty 
of releasing him, and expressing full 
confidence that he can be enlighten- 
ed, happy, and free, when removed 
from the operation of that prejudice 
which here weighs him down. So 



* Mr. Lemuel Shattuck's able re]>ort on the census of Boston taken in 1843 contains 
a table, on page 43, from which we borrow the following facts. In 1742, of the whole 
population of the city, 8.39 per cent, were colored persons ; in 1800, they were only 
4.7; in 1825. 8.29; in 1836, 2.24 ; and in 1845, but 1.61 percent. In 1840, the whole 
number of colored persons in Boston was 1,988; in 1845, the number was reduced to 
1,842 ; yet, in these five years, the total population of the city had increased from about 
85,000 to 114,366, or 34.54 per cent. 
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far from admitting that the prejudice 
in question has any foundation in 
trutli and reason, we think it baseless 
and unjust; and we see no means 
so efficient to remove it, as to give 
the slave a chance to show the world 
what his energies, exerted for him- 
self, can do. If we could see or 
imagine a way in whinh colonization 
would prolong the existence of sla- 
very, it is the last thing in which we 
should be interested ; but while we 
do not doubt the sincerity of those 
who ascribe this effect to it, we can- 
not trace the steps of their reason- 
ing, nor understand the state of mind 
in which these impressions are wel- 
comed as true. To our apprehen- 
sion, it is clear, that whatever keeps 
this subject before the public mind, 
without exciting bad passions, is fa- 
vorable to the progress of truth. It 



is well known that this form of eman- 
cipation is tolerated and practised 
where no other would be possible. 
If any one sends his slaves to Libe- 
ria, it is a declaration on his part 
either that it is his duty to surrender 
them, or that he thinks they can be 
better off elsewhere than in the 
house of bondage. In both cases, 
his testimony is favorable to the cause 
of freedom ; others will be infliH 
enced by it : and thus a sense of the 
value of liberty, and the right and 
capacity of the slave to enjoy it, will 
gradually mak^ its way from heart 
to heart. All may not travel up to 
this conviction in precisely the same 
way ; Init this is of little importance, 
if they only arrive at the truth, that 
every man should be his own mas- 
ter, and that all have a right to be 
free. 



[From the Newark 

ilnnuat 18«])0rt oftM ^^tu J 

The ninth annual meeting of this 
society was held at the lecture room 
of the First Presbyterian church last 
evening, William Rakkin, Esq., 
one of the vice presidents, presiding. 
The minutes of the last annual meet- 
ing, and the proceedings of the ex- 
ecutive committee, having been read 
and approved, J. P. Jackson, Esq., 
the corresponding secretary, read the 
annual report, as follows: 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The managers of the New Jersey 
State Colonization Society, in submit- 
ting their annual report, are bound to 
^ive thanks to Uie Author of all good 
for the success with which he has 
crowned their efforts to promote the 
cause confided to their care. 

It is a subject of congratulation to 
all the friends of the colonization so- 
ciety, that the parent Society were 
able to pay off the debt which for 
many yeara retarded their move- 
ments. 

24 



Daily Advertiser.] 

er^ep ttolxrntjatUn SbotxtXn, 

In their last annual report they 
stale the fact with much thankful- 
ness, and at the same time they an- 
nounced that the subscription of 
820,000 for the purpose of purchas- 
ing additional territory on the coast 
of Africa, was completed. 

It gives us pleasure to spy, that 
one of our own fellow-citizens, R. 
L. Colt, Esq., of Paterson, sub- 
scribed $1,000 to this object. 

Your managers have long beeij 
convinced that nothing was wanting 
to ensure a more general co-operation 
of Jerseymen in the good cause we 
advocate, but fuller information re- 
specting our plans, our successes^ 
and our prospects. Under this con- 
viction, we subscribed for 500 copies 
of the •' Liberia Advocate^''^ a i 
monthly paper published at St. Louis, 
Missouri, and edited with great abili* 
ty by Rev. Robert S. Finley, a 
son of the founder of the American 
Colonization Society. We have di- 
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reeled this paper to be sent for a 
year to every minister of the Gospel 
in the state, and to other influential 
citizens. And we hope to reap 
abundant fruit in coming years from 
the information thus difl'uscd. 

The subscription of Mr. William 
Rankin is, by his request, devoted 
to the payment of these papers. 

During the past month we have 
been able to send to the colonial 
atore valuable goods, amounting to 
•288, that is to say : 

2,608 yards of calico prints^ from 
Mr. Geoboe Bird, of Belleville, 
▼alued at $208 64. A quantity of 
of hats valued at $60^ from Mr. P. 
8. DvRTEB, of Newark. 

Hollow ware^ valued at $30, from 
Mr. William Savert, of Jersey City, 
besides a donation of the same amount 
from the same gentleman last spring. 
Making the amount of goods sent to 
the colonial store, for the benefit of 
the American Colonization Society, 
•318 64. 

We have also received from Mr. 
Jo^N Chadwick, in goods, •21 60. 

Our agent has collected in money 
the following sums, viz : 

In Morristown, 941 40— Belvi- 
dere, 920— Hightstown, $6 68 — 
Newark, $281 51, besides $100 
from William Rankin as above— Pis- 
cataway, 93 82— Belleville, 960— 
Acquackanonk, $20 — Somerville, 
•11 50— Bloomfield, $30— Camp- 
town, $10— Bridgeton, $47— Tren- 
ton, $66— Waterford Glass Works, 
•1(^— Madison, $10— -Samptown, 
•4 50— Elizabethtown, $30— Pater- 
son, $31 — Jersey City, $75 — Bur- 
fington, $25— Plainfield, $1 75— 
Princeton, •158 70 — New Bruns- 
wick, ^128 08. 

In addition to the above sums, 
Atere have been paid to thei treasurer 
of the American Colonization Socie- 
ty, the following sums : from Pitts- 
grove, 918- Fairfield, •10— Green- 
wich} •S5*-Making since last annual 

I 



meeting, a total contribution from 
New Jersey, in money and goods* 
of •2,574 18. 

We have not room to give the 
name of every individual donor, nor 
is it necessary, as the agent is care- 
ful to publish them all in the African 
Repository. We may however men- 
tion, without invidious distinctions, 
the liberality of Rev. C. Van Rens- 
selaer, $25, Rev. Dr. Janeway, •50, 
D. S. Gregory, Esq., ^50, Rev. Dn 
Alexander, •100. 

And in this connexion we take 
the opportunity to recommend to the 
public the ^* History of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Soeiety^^ pre- 
pared by Rev. Dr. Alexander, and 
lately published in Philadelphia. It 
is only necessary to mention the 
name of the author to give assurance 
of the value of the work. 

The liberality which we have the 
pleasure to- record, has resulted, of 
course, from the confidence reposed 
in the parent Society, and the well 
attested benefits which have attended 
their labors in the colonies and. 
neighboring parts of Africa. 

Liberia, only a few years ago the 
abode of savages and the centre of 
the abominable slave tirade, now 
spreads its colonies along 300 miles 
of the western coast and is gradually 
extending in the interior. 

It has a growing population, pros**- 
pering in the mechanic arts, agricul- 
ture, trade and commerce — rejoicing 
in a republican government, in a 
code of good laws and moral and re- 
ligious institutions— difiusing know- 
ledge, the useful arts and Christianity 
among surrounding tribes, and while 
ofifering^itOv^het brethren in other 
landu, a .good, a free and a happy 
home, Liberia aids most efficiently 
in. freeing Africa from the fearful 
wrongs under which she has groaned 
for centuries. 

This cause is destined to triumplu 
In this conviction, while we rejoice 
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that it was originated by one of our fel- 
low-citizens, we also rejoice that we 
have had the honor of co-operating 
in advancing thus far, and werenewed- 
\y pledge ourselves to its support. 

The Board cannot conclude their 
report without adding, that all the 
operations of the society have mainly 
devolved upon our agent, the Rev. 
Samuel Cornelius ; and that his ser- 
vices have been highly efficient and 
valuable. As long as the society 
shall be permitted to enjoy his agen- 
cy, its objects and prospects cannot 
fail to be promoted. 

All which is respectfully submit- 
ted on behalf of the managers of the 
New Jersey Colonization Society. 
J. P. JACKSON, 

Cor. Secretary. 

After the reading of the report, its 
adoption was moved by Dr. D. M. 
Reese, of New York city, who pro- 
ceeded to address the society with 
much interest and force of illustra- 
tion, on the general objects of the 
colonization enterprise. Dr. Reese 
referred, in the course of his remarks, 
to the difficulties which the society 
has to encounter from the opposition 
of those who profess to be great 
friends of our colored population, 
but who really were nothing more 
than anti-colonizationists, and op- 
posed to the true interests and per- 
manent welfare of that unfortunate 
class. Dr. Reese also referred to 
the case of young Cornish, who, he 
said, was in education and address, 
every way a gentleman, and express- 
ed large hopes of his future usefulness 
to^^the cause, through the influence 
which he would probably exert oq the 
colored people of this country. 

The report having been unani- 
mously adopted, the Rev. Dr. Eddt, 
being called upon to make some 
statements in relation to the recent 
proceedings of the parent Society, of 
which he was one of the directors, 
made an interesting address, in which 
he declared it to be his firm convic- 



tion that no benevolent society of the 
present day was so important in its 
consequences and objects as that of 
the Colonization Society. 

On motion of Rev. S. I. Prime, the 
thanks of the society were presented 
to Dr. D. M. Reese for attending our 
meeting, and for the able address 
which he had just made. 

The following resolutions were 
then adopted on motion of Mr. J. P. 
Bradley : 

Beaolved, That the cause of colo- 
nization demands the best efforts, 
and the most cordial support of the 
Christian public in this country. 

Resolved^ That the parent Socie- 
ty has our confidence, and shall 
have all the support that we are able 
to give to it in the prosecution of its 
noble purposes. 

Resolved, That the present con- 
dition of Liberia affords encourage- 
ment to hope for the establishment 
of Christianity and free institutions 
on a permanent basis in Africa. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
society are due to those clergymen 
who have taken up collections in its 
aid ; and that the clergy of this state 
generally, are hereby respectfully 
requested to take up collections for 
this object on or near the fourth day 
of July, and to transmit the same to 
Mathias W. Day, Esq., of Newark, 
the treasurer of the society. 

On motion of J. P. Jackson, Esq., 
the letter of Rev. Dr. Alexander, pub-» 
lished with the proceedings of the last 
annual meeting, be referred to the 
Executive Committee. 

On motion of J. P. Bradley — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
society be hereby given to Rev. S. 
Cornelius, for his efficient perform- 
ance of the duties devolving upom 
him as agent of the society ; and that 
he be commended to the friends 
of colonization throughout the state. 

On motion of Rev. S. Cornelius^-^ 

Resolved, That the officers of the 
I piast year be re-elected except so far 
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as death or removal may render a 
change necessary. 

Whereupon ihe following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year. 

President — Joseph C. Horn- 
blower. 

Vice Presidents — (one for each 
county) — Peter D. Vroom, William 
Rankin, Lewis Condict, James B. 
Elmendorf, Roswell L. Colt, Daniel 
Haines, D. S. Gregory, Jehn B. Ay- 
crigg, William P. Robeson, Alexan- 
der Wurts, George W. Doane, Abra- 
ham Browning, Joseph Porter, T. 
G. Haight, L. Q, C. Elmer, Robert 
B. Johnson, Elias B.Caldwell, Jacob 
J. Janeway, Thomas H. Hughes. 

Corresponding Secretary — John 
P. Jackson. 

Recording Secretary — Joseph P. 
Bradley. 

Treasurer — Mathias W. Day. 

Managers — Dr. Alexander, Capt. 
Stockton, Prof. John Maclean, J. S. 
Green, R. S. Field, Wm. Pennington, 
William B. Kinney, Rev. M. H. 
Henderson, James Hague, jr., J. C. 
Garthwaite, Isaac Baldwin, Rev. C. 
Van Rensselaer, S. G. Potts, W. 
Halsted, Wm. L. Dayton, S. R. 
Hamilton, T. J. Stryker, H. W. 
Green, Rev. Dr. Magie, Reverend Dr. 
Murray, J. J. Bryant, Peter A. John- 
son, James Newell, Wm. B. Ewing, [ 



George W. Janvier, Rev. Samuel 
Cornelius, C. W. Mulford, Professor 
Cook, Wm. C. Morris and John Ty- 
ler. 

Executive Committee — William 
Rankin, Isaac Baldwin, J. P. Jack* 
son, Joseph P. Bradlev and Mathias 
W. Day. 

Agent — Rev. Samuel Cornelius. 

Directors of the American Colo^ 
nizalion Society — Rev. Ansel D. 
Eddy, D. D., Rev. J. J. Janeway, D. 
D., and Hon. Lucius Q. C. Elmer. 

On motion of Rev. S. Cornelius — 

Resolved^ That the executive com- 
mittee have power to fill vacancies 
in the directors, and to add such 
further directors as the society may 
be entitled to send. 

On motion of Dr. Eddv — 

Resolved^ That the executive com- 
mittee confer with all the clergymen 
of the state on the subject of raising 
funds for the society. 

Resolved, That the secretaries 
publish the proceedings of this meet- 
ing in the Newark Daily Advertiser 
and the New York Observer. 

The society then adjourned to 
meet in Newark on the second 
Tuesday of November, 1847. 
WM. RANKIN, 

President. 

J. P. Bradley, Rec, Sec'y. 



[From Uie New York Jouraal of Commerce.] 

5Viioliti0ni0m — tt'0loni3Otion axiT^ it0 S^T^vocatttf, 



Abolitionism. — The New York 
Evangelist contains a letter from the 
Rev. Dr. Cox, in which he speaks 
of the great temperance convention, 
and emphatically of the disturbance 
and mischief produced by certain 
American abolitionists, Messrs. Gar- 
rison, Frederick Douglass, &c., who 
are resolved to thrust their, anti-sla- 
very ultraism into the foreground on 
all possible occasions. Having men- 
iioned the great variety of persons 



present at this convention, and that 
they were from distant and widely 
sepaiated countries, and the good re- 
sults he anticipated from the earnest 
and harmoneous deliberations of the 
members. Dr. C. observes: 

"They all advocated the same 
cause, showed a glorious unity of 
thought and feeling, and the effect was 
constantly raised — the moral scene 
was superb and glorious, when Fred- 
erick Douglass, the colored abolition 
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agitator and uUraist, came to the 
platform, and so spake a la mode as 
to ruin the influence, almost, of all 
that preceded. He lugged in anti- 
slavery, or abolition, no doubt prompt- 
ed to it by some politic ones, who 
can use him to do what they would 
not themselves adventure to do in 
person. He is supposed to have 
been well paid for the abomination. 

^ What a perversion, an abuse, an 
iniquity against the law of reciprocal 
righteousness, to call thousands to- 
gether, and get them, some certain 
ones, to seem conspicuous and de- 
Yoted for one sole grand object, and 
then, all at once, with obliquity, open 
an avalanche upon them for some 
imputed evil or monstrosity, for 
which, whatever be the wound or 
injury inflicted, they were both too 
fatigued and too hurried with sur- 
prise, and too straitened for time to 
be properly prepared. I say it is a 
trick of meanness ! It is abominable ! 

^^ On this occasion, Mr. Douglass 
allowed himself to denounce Ameri- 
ca and all its temperance societies 
together, as a grinding community of 
the enemies of his people ; said evil, 
with no alloy of good, concerning 
the whole of us ; was perfectly in- 
discriminate in his severities, talked 
of the American delegates, and to 
them, as if he had been our school- 
master, and we his docile and de- 
voted pupils ; and launched his re- 
vengeful missiles at our country, 
without one palliative, and as if not 
a Christian or a true anti-slavery 
man lived in the whole of the United 
States. The fact is, the man has 
been petted, and flattered, and used, 
and paid by certain abolitionists not 
cmknown to us, of the ne plus ultra 
fitamp, till he forgets himself; and 
though he may gratify his own im- 
pulses, and those of old Adam in 
others, yet I am sure that all this is 
just the way to ruin his own influ- 
ence, to defeat his own object, and 



to d o mischief, not good, to the very 
cause he professes to love. With 
the single exception of one cold- 
hearted parricide, whose character I 
abhor, and whom I will not name, 
and who has, I fear, no feelings of 
true patriotism or piety within him, 
all the delegates from our country 
were together wounded and indig- 
nant. No wonder at it! I write 
freely. It was not done in a corner. 
It was inspired, I believe, from be- 
neath, and not from above. It was 
adapted to re-kindle on both sides of 
the Atlantic the flames of national 
exasperation and war. And this is 
the game which Mr. Frederick Doug- 
lass and his silly patrons are playing 
in England, and in Scotland, and 
wherever they can find * some mis- 
chief still, for idle hands to do ! * I 
came here his sympathising friend — 
I am such no more, as I more know 
him. 

" My own opinion is increasing 
that this abominable spirit must be 
exorcised out of England and Ameri- 
ca, before any substantial good can 
be effected for the cause of the slave. 
It is adapted only to make bad worse, 
and to inflame the passions of indig- 
nant millions to an incurable resent- 
ment. None hut an itrnoramus or a 
madman could think that this way 
was that of the inspired apostles of 
the Son of God. It may gratify the 
feelings of a self-deceived and malig- 
nant few, but it will do no good in 
any direction — least of all to the poor 
slave ! It is short-sighted, impulsive, 
partisan, reckless, and tending only 
to sanguinary ends. None of this — 
with men of sense and principle." 

We are pleased to know that such 
are the present conclusions of Doctor 
Cox. We foresaw to what the doc- 
trines of Mr. Garrison and his dis- 
ciples tended and must come, ten 
years ago, and their acts now have 
certainly the merit of consistency 
with their original principles. The 
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public will judge what the principles 
must be, which not only sanction the 
conduct described by Dr. Cox, but 
which dispose the editors of the Li- 
berator to republish without censure 
such specimens of decency and cour- 
tesy as the following: 

[From the Herkuner Freeman.] 

Colonization and its Advo- 
cates. — At the 12th anniversary of 
the New York State Colonization 
Society, lately held in the city of 
New York, the Rev. Mr. Winans, 
of Mississippi, and Rev. Mr. Slicer, 
of Baltimore, (a couple of pious and 
reverend robbers,) fired some heavy 
pieces of artillery against the aboli- 
tion " fanatics " of the north. The 
Rev. Dr. Parker, of Philadelphia, also 
discharged a small blunderbuss in 
the same direction — to prove his 
claim, we suppose, to the title of D. 
D. 

It used to be said, eight or ten 
years ago, by the orators and organs 
of the Colonization Society, that 
tliey had no wish or intention to in- 
terfere with slavery— they only de- 
. sired, if masters at the south saw 
fit to emancipate their bondmen, to 
furnish them a passage to Liberia, 
and a home there — that was all. But 
now the time is changed. The pious 
thieves above named, in their speeches 
at the anniversary meeting, exulted 
loudly in the prospect that the colo- 
nization scheme would '* wipe from 
the soil of America every speck of 
the pollution of slavery ! " 

The knaves are getting their eyes 
skinned ; they begin to see that 
emancipation must comet and that 
speedily; and they would like to 
give the credit to the old coloniza- 
tion harlot, \^ho is entitled to nothing 
save the public execration for the 
impediment which she has placed in 
the way of freedom. But hear the 
Reverend Mr. Winans, of Mississip- 
pi: 

*' The door that has been shut by 



the misjudged efforts of the Aboli- 
tionists is again opened; and the 
south is beginning to understand 
that abolitionists are not the north 
or the east, but a little fraction, a few 
fanatics, who dare not look the truth 
in the face, and who are the enemies 
of every scheme that has wisdom and 
prudence to recommend it.'' 

The author of this foul and lying 
imputation is the same smart and 
famous gentleman who in the late 
Methodist General Conference defied 
any one to prove that slavery was 
wrong! We fling back his false^ 
hood and impudence into his brazen 
front, and tell him that the land-pi- 
rates of the south (including the 
reverend *' wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing ") are the villains^ ^ who dare not 
look the truth in the face.*' 

We have observed, that this style 
of abuse is seldom the resort of those 
who are not entirely destitute of bet- 
ter means of securing notoriety. We 
should hesitate to apply opprobious 
epithets, for mere opinions, however 
erroneous ; but surely those deserve 
severe public rebuke, who search 
through the whole vocabulary of de- 
nunciation and reproach, to find 
terms by which to stigmatize not 
only individuals, but whole bodies of 
Christian men, differing from them* 
selves in regard to slavery, not so 
much in the end proposed, as in the 
manner and the means by which it 
shall be most beneficially, on the 
whole, attained. The London cor- 
respondent of the ^ntUSlavery 
Standard says, that at the meeting 
of abolitionists at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, for the purpose of 
forming an Anti' Slavery League, at 
which the character of an abolitionist 
was denied to Dr. Cox ; Mr. Sidney 
E. Morse, editor of the New York 
Observer, rose and corrected the e^• 
ror, and when catechised by the as- 
sembly, '* stood his ground, assailed 
England for having entailed slavery 



1846.] 



Aholitionum— Colonization and Us advocates. 



383 



^v^^^^^h^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



^^^^^^^^ 



-upon America, and pointed to the 
benevolent and successful efforts of 
the Colonization Society, in contrast 
with the wild, pernicious schemes of 
the abolitionists.*' Whereupon Mr. 
Garrison declared that Dr. Cox had 
presided as moderator in the New 
School General Assembly, and read 
extracts from speeches of slave-hold- 
ing ministers in that body ; and Mr. 
H* C. Wright produced a letter in 
which the fact was stated, that ^* for 
his (Dr. Cox's) defence of the slave- 
holding ministers and elders, he had 
received the special thanks of that 
man-steaiing brotherhood!!^^ The 
Leaque was organized, and Mr. 
Garrison announces to his American 
friends that they may speedily look 
lor another visit from the great agi- 
tating philanthropist, Mr. George 
Thompson. We rejoice that there 
are now in Great Britain so many 
distinguished Americans, who will 
not permit the exaggerations, mis- 
representations, and calumny, of 
Messrs. Garrison, Douglass, and 
Wright, to pass uncontradicted. A 
pamphlet on the slavery question, 
published by Mr. Sidney E. Morse, 
in Scotland, has made a profound 
impression on the leading minds of 
that country. 

The Rev. Joshua Leavitt, in re- 
plying to a writer in the Emancipator, 
over the signature of ** lota," on the 
question why the Gospel has not 
Polished slavery at the south, and in 
allusion to one of the reasons alleged 
by ^ Iota," says :— 

'* The' inconcbisiveness of this rea- 
son b farther seen in the fact, that in 
those portions of the South where 
there has been the greatest amount 
of gospel, and for the longest time, no 
more has been done toward the aboli- 
tion of slavery than in parts where 
there has been the least gospel ; that 
is, in either case, nothing has been 
done. If there is any difference, it 
would seem that those sections where 



there has been the most gospel, are 
now the most intensely devoted to 
slavery." 

This we believe an egregious er* 
ror. We have seen abundant evi- 
dence in every section of the south » 
that Christianity is working constant* 
ly, and well nigh universally, for 
the benefit and ultimate emancipation 
of the slave. The nature of Chris- 
tianity itself, would teach us that it 
must be so; and our observation, 
and facts innumerable, demonstrate 
our theory. Nothing done towards 
the abolition of slavery ! Is it no- 
thing that a general conviction is 
wrought in the mind of the south 
that slavery is both a moral and po- 
litical evil, for which remedies are 
to be sought and applied — that it 
cannot and ought not to be perpetual ; 
that even its temporary existence or 
toleration can be justified only so far 
as they are sanctioned by the great 
Christian law of charity ; that in its 
regulation this law miist not in any 
one of its relations be violated ; and 
that in fine, the idea is becoming 
more and more prevalent, that slaves, 
equally with other human beings, are 
under the protection and entiUed to 
the beneficence of society. How 
they can best be instructed and ele- 
vated ; how and when their servitude 
shall cease; where shall be their 
final home ; and how far the change 
in their condition shall be the effect 
of individual justice and humanity; 
how far, and when, of state legisla- 
tion; these are questions of grave 
import, not unregarded nor uncoo- 
sidered at the south. Mr. Leavitt 
will recollect that the Gospel origi- 
nally was likened by its Divine Au- 
thor to the least of all seeds, and 
though destined by his promise to 
become a tree over-spreading the 
world, yet centuries elapsed before 
the Kingdom of Idolatry sunk into 
its shade. Was nothing done in the 
meantime ? Do we expeet to gather 
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the fruit to-roorroiv, of the seed we 
plant to-day? "First the blade, 
then the ear, then the full corn in 
the ear,'* is as well the law of moral 
progress, as of nature. And could 
we look into the mind of the south — 
could we examine those hidden 
springs of action which finally de- 
Telope themselves in great measures \ 



and achievements, we have no doubt 
we should discern that the sentiment 
of justice to the slaves, inspired by our 
religion, is one of the most powerful 
and rapidly progessive in that mind, 
of all sentiments. The end is not 
yet, but it will finally show itself in 
full proportions of beneficence and 
grandeur. 



€a t}^t Jfxtt Colored Ift^pXt in t(ie Vntteft jitatef. 



We have lately had frequent oc- 
casion to allude to the present con- 
dition and undeniable prospects of 
the colored people, particularly in 
the free States. Facts are almost 
daily transpiring which attest the 
truth of our reasoning on the sub- 
ject, and the correctness of our con- 
elusions. Looky for example, at 
what has lately occurred in the State 
of New York. We were told again and 
again that there would soon be given 
to the world the clearest evidence 
that the condition of the colored 
people was rapidly improving, and 
that they would, on the adoption of 
the new constitution, be admitted to 
vote at elections, and enjoy all the 
rights and privileges of citizens. 
They and their friends (so called) 
made prodigious efforts to secure 
this result. The article they de- 
sired was incorporated in the Con- 
ttitution by the Convention, and was 
submitted to the test of the popular 
will at the late election, and it was 
voted down by an overwhelming 
majority ! They therefore stand in 
a worse condition now than they 
did before. They have summoned all 
their strength, made their desperate 



efilbrt, and have fkiled. What hope, 
therefore, can they rationally enter- 
tain of success at any future time f 
In connection with this subject we 
call particular attention to the fol- 
lowing remarks by the editor of 
the Maryland Colonization Journal. 
They express our sentiments ex- 
actly. We have always advocated 
Colonization on the ground and for 
the reasons which he specifies. 

Interestinq to the Free Peoflb 

OF COLOR. 

We insert below some articles 
from the Abolition papers, to which 
we desire to call the attention of all, 
and more especially of our colored 
readers. We referred to the same 
subject in our August number. 

We have always professed to be 
the friend of the colored man. We 
advocate colonization as his friend. 
We are satisfied that the active co- 
lon izationists in Maryland do the 
same. Some persons, we know, 
support the society with a view to 
its missionary agencies : others look 
to it as a means of ultimately efiect- 
ing a political good for Maryland : 
there are those who think that, by 
its means, the free colored people 
may be removed from a contact with 
the slaves, which is injurious to the 
latter ; and there are those, who be* 
lieve that it wil! promote a voluntary 
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emancipation of the slaves, until at 
last Maryland shall rank among the 
free states of the Union. Persons, 
we say, are to be found, entertaining 
these opinions respectively. But we 
are colonizationists, because we are 
the friends of the colored man. We 
are satisfied that this country can 
never be for him but a temporary 
abiding place. It can never be the 
permanent home of his people. They 
may stay here for generations yet. 
But generations are as days in the 
existence of nations. The time of 
the Exodus may be remote, or it 
may be at hand. But that it must 
ffirrive, is as certain as that to-morrow 
followeth to-day ; and the elements 
ft'om which to calculate the advent 
are to be found in such facts as 
are mentioned in the extracts refer- 
red to. 

Whenever the avenues of employ- 
ment become crowded, whenever the 
price of labor is brought low by 
competition, whenever it is a favor 
to be employed, instead of being, as 
it now is, a favor to work, then the 
colored man will know that the time, 
which we say, must come, is at 
hand. In the strife for bread the 
colored man will go to the walL It 
is a solemn sense of duty that makes 
us say these things. The subject is 
too grave an one — concerns the hap- 
piness of too many — to be dealt with 
lightly; and we would be doing 
wrong, were what we now urge to 
have no other basis than our mere 
opinion. But we might almost say, 
that we expressed no opinion— that 
we merely called attention to the 
hand-writing of daily events, which 
all might read who did not close their 
eyes in obstinacy. The colored men 



in New York do not drive hacks or 
drays. Why is this? New York 
is in a free state. The reason is a 
plain one. New York is the largest 
city in our country, attracting to it, 
by its very size, a still increasing 
population. Labor is more abundant 
there than in smaller cities, or in the 
rural districts. For the employ- 
ments of the poor there are more 
competitors. The white man, with 
political power on his side, has el- 
bowed out the black man. The an- 
swer to the question, then, is to be 
found in the principle which we 
have stated. We might multiply in- 
stances of a like character, even here 
in Baltimore, but it is unnecessary. 

Hereafter, when what liow takes 
place in New York shall be univer- 
sal throughout the land — iiehen the 
colored man, in place, whether as 
hackman, or waiter, or ploughman, 
shall be envied by the white man out 
of place, who shall strive to supplant 
him, that a white family may be 
supported, rather than a colored one, 
by the wages which the head of the 
latter receives — when this state of 
things comes to pass, colonization 
will be hailed by the colored people 
of Maryland, as their best friend, for 
it will have provided for them, be- 
yond the reach of all the influences 
to which we have alluded, asylums 
to which the oppressed may, flee 
from the wrath that is to come. 

We ask our colored friends to 
ponder these things well. We ask 
them to believe that it is a friend who 
speaks to them, who has no interest 
to mislead them, and who, in speak- 
ing as is here spoken, discharges 
what is conceived to be a duty, whick 
it would be criminal to neglect. 



ilfrtca. 



A recent American traveller, de- 
scribing Cape Coast, in Western Afri- 
ca, says: ''The town is three or 



four miles in circumference, and con^ 
tains about 7,000 inhabitants, mostly 
native Africans. But t!ie most inte-> 
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resting feature in this place is the 
English Methodist mission, which 
h|t8 been established about twelve 
years. The mission house is a com- 
modious stone building, on an eleva- 
tion commanding a fine view of the 
ocean. They have a church 70 feet 
by 40. They have employed in the 
mission six European and sixty na- 
tive African teachers and assistants. 
Twenty stations, embracing an ex- 



11 tent of country 400 miles to the 
I coast, and 200 in the interior. They 
have in all, about 800 church mem- 
bers. All their teaching and labor is 
done by natives. They have also, 
one of the most interesting congre- 
gations I have seen in Africa; the 
chapel was full, all natives but ten 
or twelve. Nearly 300 of them were 
said to be members of the church.*— 
JV. F. Spectator. 



bodied in the colonization enter^ 
prise. We transfer the article at 
length to our columns, and assure 



Thx North American Rbti£w| 
for October contains a very able and 
interesting article on this subject. 
We are rejoiced to find this import- 
ant periodical thus powerfully ad- 
▼ocating the great principles im- 



our readers that they will be abun- 
dantly repaid by a careful and tho- 
rough perusal of it* 



ittttt ft$m 9t. tu$inhiii. 



Alexandria, D. C, 

November 2d, 1846. 

Rev. and Dear Sir : — Presuming 
that a short account of my visit to 
Vermont may be acceptable to some 
of the readers of the Repository, I 
will give you a brief sketch of my so- 
journ in the Green Mountain state. 

On my arrival at Burlington, on 
Ae evening of the 20th ultimo, I 
learned from the Secretary of the 
Vermont Colonization Society, (Rev. 
J. K. Converse,) that a mistake had 
been made in his letter of invitation, 
relative to the time of the holding of 
the annual meeting of that society ; 
consequently, I arrived too late to 
attend the meeting. As he had, 
however, received my reply to his 
letter before the 16th ult., the day 
on which the meeting of the Board 
was held, the disappointment was 
not so great, he being able to give 
notice of my expected visit on the 
22d. 

From Burlington I proceeded to 



M ontpelier^ on the morning of the 
22d ; and, on my arrival at the latter 
place, additional notice was given, 
by handbills, of my intention to de* 
liver an address on African Coloni* 
zation, in the evening. Notwith- 
standing the weather was rather in- 
clement, yet 1 had a very respectable 
and remarkably polite and attentive 
audience ; some of whom were ultra 
abolitionists. After having spoken 
more than an hour, I requested the 
hearers to propound any questions 
relative to Liberia, which they might 
desire ; and, for nearly ' an hoar 
longer, I was employed in answer* 
ing the numerous and varied interro- 
gatories which were propounded to 
me. The spirit which was exhib- 
ited in the questions did not seem to 
be that of opposition, but a dispo- 
sition and desire to learn the real 
state of things in Liberia, from one 
who had resided there, and in whose 
statements, given in all simplicityi 
and with a strict regard to facts 
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neithout exaggeration, they seemed 
to place confideDce. 

On the fallowing day, I visited the 
Legislature, then in session-^had an 
interview with his excellency, Gov. 
Eaton, and with several members of 
both houses. To the Rev. Mr. Grid- 
ley, a gentleman who has heretofore 
been rather ultra in his abolition prin* 
dples, but who, I think, is now a de- 
cided friend of colonization, I am 
particularly indebted for his kindness 
and hospitality. I have no doubt 
that his influence will be highly be- 
neficial to the cause. 

On Saturday 1 returned to Burling- 
ton, and, agreeably to a previous 
engagement, and to public notice, I 
addressed a large assembly of the 
citizens of that place, on Sunday 
evening, the 25th. The same spirit 
of interest was exhibited, as at Mont- 
pelier. All the leading abolitionists 
of Burlington were present, and simi- 
lar marked respect and confidence 
were manifested, as at the previous 
meeting. 



The uncompromising spirit of ul* 
tra abolitionism, which was formerly 
exhibited by many of the leading 
men of Vermont, seems to have as- 
sumed a much milder tone ; and the 
former unyielding opposition to the 
ionization scheme, has evidently 
given place, to a considerable extent| 
to a spirit of patient submission to 
the power of truth. And I have no 
doubt that, in a few years, the cause 
of African colonization, in the opera- 
tions of which the guidance and di- 
rection of an overruling Providence 
are so clearly discernible, will tri* 
umph over every opposing infio- 
ence, and, as a benevolent enterprise, 
fraught with incalculable blessings 
to the colored race, will command 
the respect, the admiration, and the 
patronage, of all the friends of hu- 
manity, the enemies of slavery, and 
the votaries of religion. 
Yours, truly, 

J. W. LUGENBEEL. 

Rev*. W. McLain, 
Sec^y fy TreasWJim. Col. Sac. 
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Pittsburg, Oct. 2^h, 1846. 
Rev. Wm. McLain :-^Dear Sir : 

I enclose Mr. Jesse Kenworthy^s 
letter, thinking, perhaps, you would 
like to publish a part of it. £ight 
years ago, as I passed through 
Washington county, he met me at a 
small village where I lectured, — a 
plain unpretending friend, — wearing 
the apparel peculiar to them,' and 
surprised me by a donation of fifty 
dollars. Subsequently, I received 
his encouragement when many hearts 
fainted, and twice a donation of fifty 
dollars. He was once an agent for 
the cause out of pure zeal, and when 
be found most of his church were 
leaning to modern abolitionism, he 
contented himself to hold his own 
opinions in charity, and aid by his 



liberal donations. Mr. Kenworthy is 
a small, but most excellent farmer, and 
his liberality is therefore the result 
of method and principle, rather than 
the gift of superfluous wealth. Would 
that many friends of our cause and of 
the African race could copy his exam- 
ple ; how rapidly would onr colony 
grow in numbers and influence. 
Very truly yours, 
J. B. PINNEY. 

Second Dat, Morning, 
Tenth MotUh^ l^th, 184a 
Browkyille, Fayette Co. 

Fbibnd Pinnky: — ^As I continue 
to feel a deep interest in the welfare 
of our colored people, not only in 
their liberation from bondage, but 
also that they may be placed in a 
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situation to enjoy their freedom — ^I 
herewith send thee Ofty dollars for 
the use of the Colonization Society ; 
desiiing that it may be applied to the 
removal of one of those who have 
the offer of freedom, and incline to 
accept it on the ground of their going 
to Liberia. For though the limited 
means of the Society prevent it from 
doing anything like what would be 
desirable, yet, as those who have 



been favored to get there, consider 
their situation so much bettered by 
the change, and the influence of the 
colony continues to be so beneficial 
toward the civilization and Chri»- 
tianization of Africa, and in checking 
the slave trade, I hope it may receive 
due encouragement. 

JESSE KENWQRTHY. 

Per J. B. P. 



Sinotlftv iTcttcr fvom a (^eorutan. 



To the Rer. Wh. McLjlIn: 

Ret. ahd Dcar Sir :— I hare, in the September 
number of the Repository, read your commentary on 
my letter of July. I acknowledge an error in sup- 
posing due to man, if I did, what was due only to the 
Lord, whaterer blessing has accrued to the African 
race through the inscrutable providence of the slave 
trade. But even while I wrote it, I could not feel at 
all fiivorable to that business — alluding only to the in- 
ddental results — and you but did me justice in the 
concluding part of your (4) remarks. As the one is now 
happily by Protestant countries done away, I hope 
forever, it ma^ be hoped that the spirit which worked 
it, would continue to actuate governments to still in* 
creased benevolence ; until in the lancuage of the late 
esteemed Mr. Key, my friend, the " Flag of our coun- 
try be thrown arouna the helpless and abandoned." 

Want of faith in God, I am persuaded, is the sole 
thing that draws men and governments back from 
pursuing the way consrience repeatedly points out, 
and to which never to be mistaken emoyments in the 
Gotpel direct. Men pause and wait for the Gospel to 
make others good; others pause and wait for the 
nme result in them; and a solemn stillness and inac- 
tivity becomes the order of the day ! 

Because men, alike legislators and people — rulers 
mud ruled— cannot speculate upon what is the Deity ! 
they by an easy transition from temporarjf excitement 
<tf mind and feeling, become partial sceptics at to His 
existence. At any rate, they philosophise on the 
tiniverse, and call Him the soul of the whole, and fi- 
nally discard from all vital conception o£ belief the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

This was the fatal idiosynoracy that made that 
proud intellect Voltaire, or Volney, or Alembic, 
or Hume, what either was. In society, something 
like this too, renders men in and out of power, mis- 
trustful and dissatisOed, and finally caUous and indif- 
ferent. True, in Congress and our several state legis- 
latures, they work ostensibW for the public good, but 
really for mawkish fame, before the estimation of men. 
How can this be doubted when we see the clearest 
and simplest postulates divided into two or more sides, 
with learned partizans on either! Before God do 
these men really believe themselves, on all. 

Want of religious faith, an entire reliance on the 
Saviour, a hopeful trust in God, an aspiration for the 
residence in tneir hearts of the Holy One — this, and 
this alone, seals up our government to the cry of 
Afiriea^ and makes the expenditures of Congress so 
aaavailingly secular. 

How many thousands are lavished on internal im- 
provements, where these improvements be of seconda- 
ry utility — some, none, whatever? Meanwhile, 
awaiting the fitint aid of the Colonization Society, 
stand thousands of blacks hopeless of seeing their 
&ther*land. 

Kor is this all| society in the line domestic, refuses 



to allow servants a bit of education I mean letters 2 
instruction: just euooffh to enable slaves to read bow 
they should serve Gooand obey their masters. The 
immense bod^ of our negroes are untutored. They 
hear preaching, and many are exemplary Chris- 
tians ; but why seclude them from that Book which 
converts the ferocity of the wildest savages into tha 
pacific disposition of the lamb ? Is there any real 
daneer in this enabling every negro child to nave a 
twelve months' schooling ? Did the Scriptures ever 
foment insurrection; encourage insubordination ; eih> 

Sender revolution ; or instil acrimonious passions te 
uman nature? What country had an example of sao- 
cessful insurrection and shocking barbarity? Sk 
Domin|^o. And there they had no learning, ao 
preachme — nearly all the insurgents were native AC> 
ricans; they also numbered sixteen to every whita 
person, and had likewise the assistance of the British 
arms, and the whites the abandonment of the infidels, 
who then ruled in France. [Vide Edwards' History 
of that Isle.] What white nation have more con- 
vulsed a countnr and overwhelmed their neighbora 
than the French during the horrors of their revolu^ 
tinn ? Two-thirds of uiem could not read, and tha 
other one-third bad been generally denied tne Scrip- 
tures by their priests, or had vile and hurtful litera- 
ture opposed to the word of life. Even South Ameri- 
ca and Mexico, periodicallv and successfully, evideik<- 
cing their restive desire for a change of rulers, ra- 
fusmg to await the patient recurrence of elections ; 
but resorting abruptly to the speedy settlement of tlM 
sword. Even they are Catholics without Btblea. 
having a priesthood who stand them instead thereof^ 
and utterly ignorant and indifferent to the solid ana 
vital precepts of Jesus Christ, as coming pure front 
His voice. 

What have I said ? Any thing a^nst any part of 
the country, thr laws, and constitution, or detrimen- 
tal to either ? Certainly not ! Yet, can any one say 
this letter is unbefitting the Repository? Some may. 
With them, God preserve me from fellowship ! They 
would' compel every man to hide his light under per- 
petual bushels. I have remarked noming going to 
injure any thing belonging to this republic, or con- 
*' nected with the great world. My solitary object has 
been to specify the prevailing want ofgodlmess in omr 
aountry's councils ! and the same want to any vital 
degree in some states ! and I have pointed to the con- 
sequence. One of which is to deny the negro any 
tuition, as if the reading: of the Bible was dangerous, 
when the not readine thereof I plainly exhibited, 
comprised all the peril! 

Why not let the descendants of Africa learn Id 
read, and to spend his Sunday holidajrs at home, pore- 
ing over God's inestimable lessons, instead of causing 
them, for lack of argument, to gad about on that 
sacred day, commiting often mischiefs or fun. 

Do this, aud when fiuthfiil Christian servants be 
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emancipated for Liberia, they may go prepared in 
part here, with that civilization which is to convert 
Africa. 

Mental philosophy teaches us that excepting the 
most sensual, stolid, and brutified of men, none enjoy 
existence except in the ideas and moral feelings that 

Sosses^ and actuate their sensibilities. The ac i of re- 
ecting on a well spent life ; meditations on the order, 
harmony and designs of Providence, as we can observe 
them; these free from disturbed fancies, aud aUo 
from that indifference wVich beloi^ to the callous 
stoick, exquisitely constitute man's happiness ou this 
diurnal sphere. How cau we cnjov this life with ever 
»o many servants, while we deny them education and 
instruct our own children at splendid seminaries and 
colleges? ^8 Chiutian$f have toe any balm to his 
soul, in the idea that our slaves vaniiot read the Gos- 
pel ? Any consolaiiou iu the retrospect that we ccJuld 
have better prepared them for that hereafter to which 
we are ail bound ? Any excuse from and before the 
date of this exposing letter, on the score, that by 
placing the Gospel of Je»us and tracts in their 
hands, we are merely putting swords and bayonets in 
tlieir reach in disguise ? What a mockery of Heaven ! 
Do, mv fellow citizens, educate your slaves and make 
Ibem thereby more faithful, more attentive, humble, 
grateful and worthy beings. Have no longer before 
you the melancholy vicinity of immense learuing and 
savage ignorance. 

Reverend sir, in my July letter, I essayed to pre- 
monish our Liberian friends as to some conduct in 
their national character towards the rest of mankind. 
In this, I endeavor to admonibh " my own brethren 
according to the flesh,'' of duties paramount and in- 
tense, which God being judge, we cannot put off* un- 
der color or pretence of tears, constitutions, localities, 
principalities, or any thing else a teeming or prolific 
mind can conceive. Tke admonition is not too late 
to Congress — a vital one. It comes back to ray neigh- 
bors and friends, and all I hold dear. I hope while I 
^ive not offence, and that if any be suaceptU)le of be- 
ing given, that myself alone, not the Society, may en- 

Vitcsipt§ $f tlft Simtx'xca 

From tlie 20(A October, to 

MAINE. 
By Capt. George Barker :-- 
Gardiner— Robert H. Gardiner, 
jr., subscription for 1845, 1846, ' 

and 1847 30 00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
By Rev. Henry Wilbur:— 
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other ladies of the North Con- 
gregational church, $17, Rev. 
Chas. Burroughs, D. D., $1 60, 
C. W. Brewster, ^1, Deacon 

Knight, 50 cents 24 00 

Greenland — From a few friends of ^ 

colonization 3 82 

Hampton — From friends of colo- 
nization 6 84 
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VERMONT. 
ByDea. Samuel Tracy: — 

St. Mhans — H. Seymour 2 00 

Hartford— A, Hazen, $1 94, Mrs. 
N. Newton, ^1, J. S. Wood, $1, 3 94 

Abn/jicA— Contribution 6 22 

Weathersfield— From a friend. ... 2 00 
PtUneif-'J, Grants annual sub- 



dure the censure, which certainly can fix nowhere, 
and tliat I may not plead altogether in vain. 

Very respectfully, aud affectionately yours, 

J. J. FLOURNOr. 
Faim nigh Athens, Georgia, 
September J ISw. 

P. 8. Commonly, plante^a object to instructing by 
letters, slaies in p^ts dense with them, and thin of 
the white inhabitants, for the reason that emissaries 
from some incendiary society might disseminate among 
them fatal and di«eo}t<eti<ini; publications, and thereby 
inculcate horrific insurrection. This, in part, is a 
strong apology lor forsaking negro education ; and at 
it goes entirely against the poor t»lave, it is one of th« 
severe respousibiiilies for wnich, to God, abolitionist* 
have to auswcr. Their motto operates as much as to 
say : '* Either free the negro, or crtisA him ! ! ! " 
They continually kiss him with a Joab's salutation to 
Abner. Well might our slaves cry **oh save us from 
such friends." I^evertlieless, weighty as this objee- 
tion be, cannot planters by a rigid police system, and 
frequent peri>)dical examination, deter the introdu<>- 
tion among the slaves of any literature, but that uni- 
versal property of the human race — the Book of God? 

Note. — Your remarks on expenses of emigrants to 
Liberia, are satisfactory and corrective of my error 
on that point. .^ staunch toell built nhipy owned by 
the Society, one that would endure, and also trade 
between this country and Liberia and the natives, in 
dye stufii, gold, ivory, oil, cloths, cutlery, etc., etc. , 
etc., would be a valuable desideratum. The Society 
had a vessel under the administration of the Hon. 
Mr. Wilheson, which was soon parted with. A 
better barque, coppered and copper- fastened, com 
manded by an intrepid, public spirited and completa 
navigator, withal new, and uf well seasoned timbers, ' 
with faithful crews, well enumerated, besides trans- 
ferring such emigrants as be ready, making every trip 
profitaole by interchanging our manufactures witn 
the citizens or natives for Airican productions, would 
relieve the Society of much expenditure, and fiiciii- 
tate colonization, 

n Colontiatton j^ottctp, 

the 20ih Alovember, 1846. 

scription, $5, Capt. Hutchens, ' 
$-1, collection, $1 84 7 84 

Bennington — C. Ellingv^ood, |^1, 
Dr. N. Swift, $1, Rev. J. J. 
Abbott, ^1 3 00 
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$1, Josiah Burton, $3 50, Cyrus 
Munson, $>1 5 50 

Benson — John Kellog, $1, Mrs. 
Betsey Kent, 25 cents, Miss 
Juliette Kent, 25 cents 1 50 

5ru/p(w<--Rev. Dana Lamb 1 00 

Cornwall — Jesse Ellsworth, $1, 
M. M. Blake, 50 cents, Dea. 
Dan'l Warner, $1, Dea. Hoiace 
Jan^s, $1, Asa Bond, 25 cts. 3 75 

Middlebury—Pio(, Tv^ining, ^1, 
Rev. S. G. Coe, §1 50, Rev. 
Dr. Merrill. $1, C. Birge, $1, 
A. Wilcox, ^1, Charles Linds- 
ley, $1, Joseph Warner, ^1, O. 
Seymour, $1 8 60 

Strafford— Miss Susan Walker.. . 1 00 

RoyaUon—BeSi. A. Hartshorn, 50 
cents. Dr. J. A. Denison, jr., 
^1, Mrs. S. Washburn, 25 cts.. 
Rev. C. B. Drake, ^1, Harry 
Bingham, 50 cents 8 25 
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Barker— iVe» York O/y— S. J. 
Beebe, to Sept., 1847, ^2, H. 
M. Scheifflein, to Sept., 1847, 
$2, Benj. H. Roach, to Aug., 

1846, $2, J. J. Boyd, to Sept., 

1847, $2, Wm. Brown, to Sep- 
tember, J847, $-2, Dr. Gilbert 
Smith, to July, 1847, $2, Bau- 
man Lowe, to September, 1847, 
$2, Chas. Butler, to July, 1847, 
^2, Rev. M. S. Hutton, to Sep- 
tember, 1847, $2, Chas. O'Con- 
nor, to January, 1847, j|i^2, Hon. 
Jas. K. Paulding, to May, 1847, 
$2, J. H. Towusend, to Aug., 
1847, $2, W. C. Brinkerholf, 
to Aug., 1847, ^2, Prof. John 
Torrey, to April, 1847, ^2. Guy 
Richards, to Au^., 1847, $2, 
Hon. Thos. J. Oakley, to Aug., 
1847, ^2, From sundry persons, 

$32, 64 00 

Pennsylvani A.. — Pittsburgh — J. 
Marshall, ibr subscription to 
Repository, from 1 July, 1843, 
to Nov. 1, 1846, $5,L. Wilcox, 
from 1 Nov., 1844, to 1 Nov., 
1846,$3 1 6 00 

Virginia. — Lynchburg — From 
G. Bagby, for the Liberia He- 
rald, to Nov. 6, 1846, by Rev. 
Mr. Cumpston, $5. Hamp' 
stead — Mrs. Lucy F. Hooe, from 
Jau. I, 1846, to Jan., 1848, $3. 8 00 

North Carolina, — Raleigh — T. 
P. Deveraux, to 1 Jan., 1847, 
^6. WUaiin^taor-n. W. Beat- 
ty, subscription to Repository, 
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yer, from Jan., 1843, to Sept., 
1, 1849,^10 24 00 

Alabama. — Mobile — Geo, Cleve- 
land, Esq., for subscription 
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Isaac Harrell, from 1 Jan., '41, 



to 1 May, 1847, 89 50. Oak 
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Johnson. Masonmile — Rev. A. 
H. Triplett, by Rev. Mr. Kav- 
anaugh, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. 21 40 

Ohio. — By Rev. J. B, Pinney — 
Springfield — Joseph Bogle, to 
January, 1848 4 50 

Indiana. — By Rev. B. T. Kava- 
naugh — Fredericksburgh — Rev. 
E.L. Kemp, to 1 Nov., 1847, . 
40 cts. Bowling Green — Rev.E. 
W. Burris, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 
cts. Franklin — Rev. L. Ha- 
vens, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. 
New Harmony — Rev. F. A. Hes- 
ter, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. 
Crawfordsville^Rev, O. H. P. 
Ash, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts, 
Cynthiana — Rev. L. Forbes, to 
1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. Liberty^ 
Rev. J.Mitchell, to 1 Nov.,1847, 
40 cts. Livonia, Rev. J. W. 
Dole, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. 
Brownstoum^Rev, L,M. Reeves, 
to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. Ca- 
naan — Rev. James Crawford, 
to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. Edin- 
burgh — Rev. P. I. Beswick, to 
1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. Spring' 
vUle-^Rev, D. Mclntire, to 1 
Nov., 1847, 40 cts. Washing- 
Urn — Rev. Jacob Miller, to 1 
Nov., 1847, 40 cts. BoonvUle — 
Rev. A. Welkerson, to 1 Nov., 

1847, 40 cts. at//y— Rev. I, 
L. Kelly, to 1 Nov., 1847, 40 cts. 
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